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LETTERS. 

LETTER VI. 

TheRON to ASPASIO. 

Dear A s p a s i o, 

H E laft Evening was one of the 
fineft I ever faw. According to 
my Cuftom, I made an Excur- 
fion into the open Fields; and 
wanted nothing to complete tlic 
Satisfadlion, but my Friend's Company *. I 
could not but obferve, how much your im- 
proving Converfation heightened tlie Charms 
of Nature. When Religion applied Philoib- 

phy, 
* Tu quod ahs cxcepto^ caUra latus. 

Vol. III. B 




2 Theron /^ AsPASio^ Let. 6. 

phy, every Thing was inJlruSiiviy as well as 
pleajing. — Not a Breeze fwept over the Pl^ns, 
to clear the Sky, find cool the Air; but it 
tended alfb to difperfe our Doubts^ and in-* 
liven our Faith in the fupreme all-fufficient 
GOOD. Not a Cloud tinged the Firma- 
ment with radiant Colours, or amufed the 
Sight with romantic Shapes ; but We beheld 
a Pidure of the prefent World, of its fading 
Acquifitions 2J\A fantajlic Joys, in the mimic 

Forms and the tranfitory Scene. Even the 

weakeft of the Infeft-tribe, that (kim the Air 
in fportive Silence, addrefled Us with the 
, ftrongeft Incitements, and gave Us the loudeft 
Calls, to be aSiive in our Day, and ufeful in 
our Generation. They cried, at leaft when 
You lent them your Tongue, 

Such is vain Life^ an idle Flight of DaySy 
A fill deluftve Round of fickly JoySy 
A Scene of little Cares^ and trifling Faffiom^ 
If not ennobled by the Deeds of Virtue. 

How often, at the Approach of fober Eve, 
have We ftole along the Cloyfters of a fequef- 
tred Bower ; attentive to the Tale of fomc 
querulous Current, that feemed to be ftruck 
with Horror at the awful Gloom ; and com- 
plained with heavier Murmurs, as it pafled 
under the blackening Shades, and along the 
Root-obftrudledChannel. — Or elfe, far from the 

bab- 
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babbling Brook, and fbftly treading the grgfly 
Path, We lii):ened to the Nightingales Song ; 
while every Oale held its Breath, and all the 
JLeaves forbore their Motion^ that they might 
neither drown nor interrupt the melodious 
Woe.— ^From both which penfive Strains^ 
You endeavoured to temper and chaftife the 
exuberant Gaiety of my Spirits. You con^ 
vinced me, that true Joy is a ferious Thing* : 
is the Child of iedate Thought, not the Spawn 
of intemperate Mirth : nurfed, not by the SaU 
lies of diiflblute Merriment^ but by the Exer-^ 
ciie of krex^ Contemplation. 

Sometimes, at the gladibme Return of Momi 
we have afcended an airy Eminence i and hail«> 
ed the neW'*bom Day ; and followed, with 
our delighted Eye, the Mazes of fome glitter* 
ing Stream.—— Here rvfi^ing^ with impetuous 
Fuiy, from the Mountain's Side ; foaming 
over the rifted Rocks, and roaring down the 
craggy Steep. Impatient, as it were, to get 
free from fuch rugged Paths, and mingle with 

the Beauties of the lower Vale. There, 

ilackening its headlong Career, and fmooth-^ 
ing its Eddies into an even Flow, While, 
deep embofomed in the verdant Mead, it glides 
through the cherifhed and fmiling Herbage. 
Sometimes, loft amidft clofing Willows ; 
ibmetimcs, emerging with freih Beauty from 

the 

♦ RiifiVira eft virum Gaudium^ Sen. 
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4 Theron /d? Asl>Asio. Let. 6. 

th* leafy Covert) always, roving with an Air 
of amorous Complacency ; and careffing, as 
it were, the fringed Banks, and flowery Glebe. 
—Reminded, by this watery Monitor, of that 
Conftancy and Vigour, with which the Af- 
feftions fliould move towards the great Center 
ofHappinefs, CHRIST JESUS — -of that 
determined Ardour/, with which Jy^ fliipuld 
break through the" • Intarigleniehisiipf^^ 
tation, and Obftiacles Of 'mlf'W^^ m order 
to reach our evcfllfl^i.ttg Reji-^ — and of the 
mighty Difference l5etween the turbulent, the 
frothy,^ the precipitate Gratifications of Vice, 
and the calm, the fubftantial, the permanent 
Delights of Religion. 

Or elfe, with eager View, we have furveyed 
the extenfive Profpeft, and wandered over all 
the Magnificence of Things— an endlefs Va- 
riety of graceful Objefls, and delightful Scenes ! 
Each foliciting our chief Regard ; every one 
worthy of our whole Attention ; all confpir- 
ing to touch the Heart with a mingled Tranf- 
port of Wonder, of Gratitude, and of Joy. 
— —So that we have returned from our rural 
Expedition, not as the Spendthrift from the 
Gaming-table, curfing his Stars, and raving 
at his ill Luck; gulled of his Money, and 
the derided Dupe of Sharpers: Not as the 
Libertine from the Houfe of Wanton- 

nefs. 
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nefs % furfeited with the rank Debauch, dog- 
ged by Shame, goaded by Remorfe, with a 
thoufand recent Poifons tingling in his Veins. 
But we ifeturned, as Ships of Commerce from 
thegblden Continent, or tht Jpicy Iflands, with 
new AccefSons of fublirae .Improvement, and 
iblid Pleafure. With a deeper Veneration for 
the Almighty CREATOR /:wirii a warmer 
Senfe of his unfpeakable Favours ; and with 
a more inflamed Defire, " to know him now 
" by Faith, and after this Life to have the 
« Fruition of his glorious GODHEAD." 

Sometimes, with an agreeable Relaxation, 
we have transferred our Cares, from the Wel- 
fare 

♦ Solomon^ in order to deter unwary Youth from thofe 
Sinks of Uncleannefs, reprefents the Harlot under the Cha- 
rafler of a peftilent Hag, or baleful Sorcerefs. Her Feet 
go down to Deaths Prov. v. 5. Her Houfe is the high Road 
to Hell ; l^rov. viii. 27. yea, her Guejls are In the Depths of 
Hell'y Proy. ix. 18. — The fccond Clau'fe feems to be em- 
phatical. The original ExprefEon is in the plural Number 
^'y\^ I choofe thereJFore to render it, not fimply The Road^ 
but more largely The high Road: from which many other 
Ways of Guilt branch out, in which many other Paths of 
Ruin coincide. There, Murder is often known, to drench 
her Dagger in Blood ; and Robbery forms the rafh Refolve, 
which ends in the ignominious Halter. There, Intcmpe 
ranee daily brews the Bowl, which enervates the Conftitu- 
tion, and transforms the Man into a Bcaft. While i^ifcafe, 
pale cadaverous noifome Difeafe, anticipates the Putrefac- 
tion of the Grave,* and caufes the wretched Martyrs oif^ice 
to rot even above Ground. — Well may every one, that loves 
Life, and would fain fee good Days, cry out with a Mixture 
ofDeteftation and Dread ; " O my Soul, come not thou 
«« into their horrid Haunts !'* 

Dii meliora Piisy Erroremque Ui/libus ilium I Virg. 

B ^ 



6 Theron /^ ASPASI6, Let6, 

fare of the Nation, to the Flourilhing of the 
Farm; and, inftead of enacting Regulations 
for the civil Community, we have planned 
Schemes for the Cultivation of oxir Ground, 
an^ the Profperity of our Cattle, — Inftead of 
attending to the Courfe of Fleets, and the 
Deftination of Armies, We have directed the 
Plough, where to rend the grafly Turf; or 
taught the Honeyfuckle to wind round the Ar» 
bour, and the JelTamine to climb upon the 

Wall. Inftead of interpofing our friendly 

Offices, to reconcile contending Kingdoms; 
We have formed a I'reaty of Cofilition^ between 
the ftranger Cyon, and the adopting Tree i 
and, by the remarkable Melioration of the 
enfuing Fruit, demonftrated (would contend-, 
ing Empires regard the Precedent) what Ad^ 
vantages flow from pacific Meafures, and an 
amicable Union. — Inftead of unraveling^ the 
Labyrinths of State, and tracing the Finefles 
of foreign Courts j We have made ourfelves 
acquainted with the Politics of Nature, an4 
obferved, how wonderfully, how myfterioufly, 
that great Projeftrefs a6ls. — ^In this Place fhc 
rears a vaft Trunk, and unfolds a multiplicity 
of Branches, from one fmall Berry, Shequa* 
lifies, by her am^izing Operations, a few con- 
temptible Acorns, that were formerly carrie4 
in a Child's Lap, to bear the Britifi Thunder 
round the Globe, and jfecur^ to QVu: Ifland the 

Sove- 
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Sovereignty of the Ocean. — In another Place, 
fhe produces from a dry Grain, Jirji the green 
Blades then the turgid Ear\ afterwards /i6^ full- 
grown and ripened Corn in the Ear ♦. Repay- 
ing, with txdidi Punctuality, and with laviih 
Ufiiry, the Hufbandman's Toil, ,and the Hut- 
bandinan*s Loan : caufing, by a moft furprif^ 
ing Refurre£lion, the death of one Seed, to 
be fhiitCui in the Birth of Hundreds. 

But I forget your Caution, Jfpafio ; forget, ^ 
how kindly you have checked me, when I 
have been haranguing upon, I know not 
what. Powers and Works of Nature. Where- 
as, it is GOD who wcrketh hitherto'^: who 
to this Day exerts, and to the End of Time 
will exert, that fecret but unremitted Energy, 
which is the Life of this majeflic Syftem, and 
the Caufe of all its ftupendous Operations.—- 
Let tRis (hew you, how much I want my 
Guide, my Philofopher, and Friend. With- 
out his prompting Aid, my Genius is dull ; 
my Refleftions are aukward ; and my religi- 
ous Improvements jejune ; fomewhat like the 
bungling Imitations of the Tool, compared 
with the majierfy Efeds of Vegetation.—— 
However, I will proceed. Yet, not from any 
View of informing my Afpafio^ but only to 
draw a Bill upon his Pen ; and lay him under 
an Obligation to enrich me with another Let- 
ter, 

• Mark iv. 28. t John v. 17. 

B4 
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ter, upon the grand and excellent Subjeft of 
his laft. 

Art is dim-fighted in her Plans, and defec- 
tive even in her moft elaborate Eflays. But 
Nature, or rather Nature's fublime AUTHOR, 
is indeed a Defigner and a Workman that need 
not be apamed *. His fiye ftrikes out ten thou- 
fand elegant Models, and his Touch executes 
all with inimitable Perfe6lion. — What an ad- 
mirable Specimen is Here, of the divine Skill, 
and of the divine Goodnefs ! This terraqueous 
Globe is intended, not only for a Place of 
Habitation, but for a Storehoufe of Conveni- 
encies. If We examine the feveral Apart- 
ments of our great Abode ; if We tske a ge- 
neral Infventory of our common Goods ; We 
ihall find the utmoft Reafon to be charmed , 
with the Difplays, both of nice OecoTiomy, 
and boundlefs Profufion. 

Obferve the Surface of this univerfal Mef- 
fuage. The Ground, coarfe as it may feem, 
and trodden by eveiy Foot, is neverthelefs the 
Laboratory, where the moft exquifite Opera- 
tions are performed ^ the Shop, if I may fo 
fpeak, where the fineft Manufactures are 
wrought. Though a Multitude of Genera- 
tions have always been accommodated, and 
though a Multitude of Nations are daily fup-r 

plied 
' ♦ 2 Tim. iii. 15. 
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plied by its Liberalities, it ftill continues in- 
exhauftible. Is a Refource, that never fails 5 
a*]^^agazine, never to be drained. 

The Unevennefs of the Ground, far from 
being a Blemifti or a Defe6l; heightens its 
Beauty, and augments its Ufefulnefs. — Hercj 
it is fcooped into deep and fliehered Vales, 
almoft conftantly covered with a fpontaneous 
Growth of Verdure : which, all tender and 
fucculent, compofes an eafy Couch, and yields 
the moft agreeable Fodder, for the various 

Tribes of Cattle. T'berey it is extended into 

a wide, open, champain Country : which, an- 
nually replenifhed with the Hufbandman's 
Seed, ihoots into a copious Harveft. A Har- 
veft, not only of that principal Wheats which 
is the Staff of our Life, and ftrengthens our 
Heart s but of the appointed Barley *, and va- 
rious other Sorts of Grain, which yield an 
excellent Food for our Animals ; and either 
enable them tor difpatch our Drudgery, or elfe 
fatten their Flefh for our Tables. 

The Furrows, obedient to the Will of Man, 
vary their Pioduce-f-. They bring forth a 
Crop of tall, flexile, flender Plants X • whofe 
thin filmy Coat, dried, attenuated, and ikil- 

fully 

• Ifai. xxviii. 25. 

+ One may venture to fay of the Earth, with regard to 
its vegetable Operations ; 

Omnia transformat fefe in Miracula Rerum, 

X Flax and Hemp. 
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fully manufaftured, transforms itfelf into 
fome of the moft neceflary Accommodations of 
Life, ahd gente|)ieft Embellijhments of Society, 
-i — It is wove into ample Volumes of Cloth ; 
which, fixed to the MaA, give Wings to our 
Ships, and waft them to the Extremities of 
the Ocean. — ^It is twifted into vaft Lengths of 
Cordage; which add Nerves to the Crane, and 
lend Sinews to the Pulley ; or elfe, adhering 
to the Anchor, they fatten the Veflel even on 
the fluftuating Element, and fecure it even 

amidft driving Tempefts. It fumifhes the 

Duchefs with her coftly Head-drefs, and deli- 
cately fine Ruffles. No lefs ftrong than neat, 
it fupplies the Plowman with his coarfe Frock, 
-and the Sailor with his clumfy Trowfers. Its 
Fibres, artfully ranged by the Operations of 
the Loom, cover our Tables with a graceful 
Elegance, and furround our Bodies with a che- 
rifliir% Warmth. On this the Painter Ipreads 
the Colours, which inchant tWfe Eye -, in this 
the Merchant packs the Wares, which enrich 
the World. 

Yonder, the Hills^ like a grand Amphithe- 
atre, arife. Amphitheatre ! All the pompous 
Works of Rpman Magnificence, are lefs than 
Mole-banks, are mere Cockle-fhells, compar- 
ed with thofe majeftic Elevations of the Earth. 
Some clad with mantling Vines 5 fome crown- 
ed with towering Cedars j fome ragged with 

imf^ 
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jnifhapen Rocks, or yawning with fubterra- 
neous Dens, Whofe rough and inaccefliblc 
Craggs, whofe hideous and gloomy Cavities, 
are not only a continual JR.efuge for the wild 
Goats, but have often proved an Afylum to 
perfecuted Merit*, and a Safeguard to the 
nioft valuable Lives. 

At a greater Piftance, the Mountains lift 
their frozen Brows, or penetrate the Clouds 
with their afpiring Peaks. Their fi-ozen Brows 
firfeft the roving, and cmdenfe the rarefied Va- 
pours •!•. Their cavcmed Bowels collect the 
dripping Treafures, and fend them abroad, in 
gradual Communications, by trickling Springs^ 
While their iteep Sides precipitate the watery 
Treafures 5 rolling them on with fuch a forci- 
ble Impulfe J, that they never intermit their 

unwearied 

* To Davidy from SmiTs Malice ; to Elijah j from Je-^ 
Kf^/fs Vengeance j to many of the primitive Chrtjlians^ from 
|he Rage of pe^fecuting Emperors : they wandered in Defarts 
(md in Mnmtttins^ in Dens and Caves of the Earth, Heb, 

+ Therefore flylcd — Nimbofa Cacundna Montis^ Virg. 

J It is obferved, that the largeft Rivers in the Worlds 
th^ which roll the heavieft Burden of Waters, and per* 
form the moft extenfive Circuit through the Nations, gene- 
rally take their Rife from Mountains. The Rhine^ thp 
Rhone^ and the Poy all defcend from the Alps. The Tygris 
derives its rapid Flood, from the everlafting Snows, and fteep 
Ridfi^ of Niphates. And, to mention no more Inftances^ 
the Kiver Jmazanesj which pours itfelf through a Multitude 
of Provinces, and waters near eighteen hundred Leagues of 
]Land, has its Um in the Caverns, and its Impetus from the 
Pfccipices, of tliat immcnfc Range of Hills the Jnd^f. 
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unwearied Courfe, till they have fwept through 
the moft extenfive Climes, and regained their 
native Seas. 

The Vineyard fwells into a Profufion of 
Clufters : fome, tinged with the deepeft Pur- 
ple, and delicately clouded with Azure : fome, 
dad with a whitifh tranfparent Skin, which 
(hews the tempting Kerjiels, lodged in lufcjipjis 
Ne6lar, — The Vine requires a ftrong Reflec- 
tion of the Sun-bean\s, and a very large Pro- 
portion of Warmth. How cpmmodioufly flo 
the Hills and Mountains. minifl:er to tljisPur- 
pofe! May, We not call thofe vaft Declivities, 
the Garden^ioaJh of Nature ? Which, far more 
efFeftually than the mofl coftly Glafles, or moft 
artful Green-houfes, concenter the folar Heat, 
and complete .the Maturity of the Grape. 
Diftending it with a Liquor of the fineft Scent, 
the moft agreeable Relifli, and the moft ex- 
alted Qualities : fuch as diffipate Sadnefs, and 
infpire Vivacity : fuch as make glad the Heart 
of Man, and moft fweetly prompt, both his 
Gratitude^ and his Duty, to the munificent 

GIVER. 1 grieve, and I blufli for my Pel- 

low- 

If the Reader is inclined to fee the Origin and Forma- 
tion of Rivers defcribed, in all the Sublimity of Diftion, 
and with all the Graces of Poetry, He may find this Enter^ 
t^inmentin Mr.Thom/on's Autumn, Lin, 781. Laft Edit. 

Amazing Scene ! behold^ the Glooms Sfclofe. 

J fee the Rivers in their infant Beds ! 

Peefy deep I hear them, laboring to get free ! &c% 
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low-creatures, that An j fhould abufe this In- 
dulgence of. Heaven. That Any. fhould turn 
fojYqJuable % Gift of GOD into an Inftru- 
m^xit of ^iiL Turn the moft exhilarating of 
Cordials into Poifon, Madnefs, and Death. 

Tlje JCitchen-garden prcknts Us with a new 
Triki-\of Benefits. In it$j bloQpoang Oma- 
mentsi what unaffefted Beauty.!* In its cu- 
linary Produftions, what diverlified '.Riches ! 
It ripens a Multitude of nutrimental Efculents, 
and almoft an equal Abundance of medicinal 
Herbs j diftributing Refreftiments to the 
Healthy, and adminiftering Remedies to the 
Sick. — rThe Orcbardy all fair, and ruddy, and 
bowing down beneath its own delicious Bur- 
den, gives Us a frefh Dembnftration of our 
CREATOR'S Kindnefs, Regales Us, firft, 
with all the Delicacies of Summer-Fruits ; 
next, with the more lafting Succellion of au- 
tumnal Dainties* 

What is Nature, but a Series of Wonders, 
and a Fund of Delights ! That fuch a Variety 
of Fruits, fo beautifully coloured, fo elegantly 
Ihaped, and fo charmingly flavoured, fhould 
arife from' the Earth ! Than which nothing isj 

more infipid, fordid, and defpicable. 1 am 

ftruck with pleafmg Aftonifhment at the 
Caufe of thefe fine EfFefts, and no lefs fur- 
prifed at the Maimer of bringing them into 
Exiftence. I take a Walk in my Garden, or 

a 
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a Turn through my yrchard, in the Month 
of December. There ftand fcvcral Logs of 
Wood, fattened to the Ground* They arc 
ereft indeed and (hapdy, but without either 
Senfe or Motion. No human Hand will touch 
them; no human Aid will fuccour them; yet, 
in a little Time, they are beautified with Blof- 
foms, they are covered with Leaves, and at 
laft are loaded with mellow Treafures ; with 
the downy Pfcach and the polifhed Plum ; with 
the mulky Apricot and the juicy Pear; with 
the Cherry, and its coral Pendants, glowing 
through Lattices of Green, 

■■ ■■ and dark 

Beneath her ample Leaf^ the bifcious Fig. 

I have wondered at the Strufture of my Watch, 
wondered more at the Defcription of the Silk- 
mills, moft of all at the Account of thofe pro- 
digious Engines invented by Jrcbimedes. But 
what are all the Inventions of all the Geome- 
tricians and Mechanics in the World, com* 
pared with thefe inconceivably nice Automata^ 

of 

* Automaiay or ftlf-^pirating Machines ; not meant Xo 
fet aftde th^ Superintendency of Providence» but only to 
cacdude the Co-operation of Man. 

The Word fltulp/iAalii is ufcd by our MASTER, 
Mark'vf, 38. and a fine expreffire Word it is. Signify- 
ing, fays a Gnek Scholiaft, rag /A9i;^avac, «i xat (xar%^ 
ipgfyscon, — It feems to give us the true Senfe of that re* 
marka|)le Phrafe, in the Mofaic Hifbxy of the Creation, ^^tt 
mCV*? D^n*7N KTa Gen, ii. 3. U^icb God cnattd and 

madfp 
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of Nature ! Thefe felf --operating Machines dis- 
patch their Bufinefs, with a Pun6luality that 
never miAakes, with a Dexterity that cannot 
be equalled. In Spring, they clothe themfelvcs 
with fuch uniihidied tmt exquifite Finery, as 
far exceeds the Embroidery of the Needle, or 
the Labours of the Loom. In Autumn, they 
preient Us with fuch a Collation of Sweet- 
meats, as not only regale our Palate, but fur- 
pids all that Fancy could imagine, or Appe- 
tite crave.— -So that thofe ccarfe and fenfelef$ 
Logs, firft decorate the divine Creation, then 
perform the Honours of the Table. 

Ify amidft the/e ordinary Produflions of the 
Earth, GOD appears fo great in Counjel and 
mighty in Whrk * : what may We expe6i: to fee, 
in the Palaces of Heaven i in the Hierarchies 
of Angels ; and in that wonderful R E- 
DEEMER, who is, beyond all other Objefts, 
beyond all other Manifeflations, the Wifdom 
of GOD, and the Power of GOD f ! 

The Foreji rears Myriads of mafly Bodies. . 
Which, though neither giy with Bloflbms, 
nor rich with Fruit, fupply Us with Timber 

of 

made, appears tautological, and is by no means an exaA 
Traoflation. It fhould rather be interpreted, IVhich GOD 
created in trder to maiei to make, by thefe prolific In* 
ftruments and reproducing Principles, a continual Sue* 
ceffion of Animals, Vegetables, and Creatures*. 

♦ Jer. XXXH. 19. t I C§r. i. 24, 
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of various Kinds> and of every defirable Qua- 
lity:!:. But who fhall cultivate fuch huge 
Trees, diffufed over fo vaft a Space ? The 
Toil were endlefs. See therefore the all-wife 
and ever-gracious Ordination of Providence I 
They are fo. conftituted, that they have no 
Need of the Spade and the Pruning-knife. 
Nay, the little Cares of Man would diminifh, 
rather than augment their Dignity and their 
Ufefulnefs. The more they are negle6ted> 
the better they thrive -, the more wildly grand 
and magnificent they grow. 

When felled by the Axe, they are fawed 
into Beams, and fuftain the Roofs of our 
Houfes : they are fafhioned into Carriages, 
and ferve for the Conveyance of the heavieft 
Loads. — Their Subftance fo pliant^ that they 
yield to the Chizzel of the Turner, and are 
fmoothed by the Plane of the Joiner; are 
wrought into the niceft Diminutions of Shape, 
and compofe fome of the fineft Branches of 
houfhold Furniture. — Their Texture fo folidy 

that 

X TuUy has given Us an Abridgment of all the preced- 
ing Particulars. Which, I think, is one of the fineft Land- 
fchapes in Miniature, that the defcriptive Pen ever drevir.— . 
Terra univerfa cernatur^ veftita FloribuSj Herbis^ Arbortbus^ 
Frugibus; quorum omnium incredibilis Multitudo infattabili 
Varietate dj/linguttur. Aide hue Fontium gelidas PerennitateSy 
Liquor es per lucidos Amnium^ Riparum Vejfitus viridijjimosy Spe^ 
luncarum concavas Altitudines^ Saxorum Afperitates^ impendent 
tium Montium AUitudims^ Immenfttate/qti^ Camporumn Dc 
Nat. Dcor. Lib. II. 



Let. 6. Theron fo AsPAsio. if 

that they form the moft important Parts of thofe 
mighty Engines 5 which, adapting themfelves 
to the Play of mechanic Powers, difpatch more 
Work in a fingle Hour, than could otherwife 
be accomplifhed in many Days. — At the fame 
Time, their Preffure is fo lig&ty that they float 
upon the Waters ; and glide along the Surfacei 
almoft with as much Agility, as the finny Fry 
glance through the Deep. — ^Thus, while they 
impart Magnificence to Architefture, and be- 
llow numberlefs Conveniencies on the Family j 
they conftitute the very Bafis of Navigation, 
and give Life, give Being to Commerce. 

Amidft the inacceflible Depths of the Forefti 
an Habitation is afligned for thofe ravenous 
Beads, whofe Appearance would be frightful^ 
and their Neighbourhood dangerous to Man- 
kind. Here, the fternly majeftic Lion roufes 
Himfelf from his Den, and awes the flvage 
Herds with his Roar. Here, the fiery Tyger 
fprings upon his Prey, and the gloomy Bear 
trains up her Whelps. Here, the fwift Leo-^ 
pard ranges, and the grim Wolf prowls, and 
both in queft of Murder and Blood. — Were 
thefe horrid Animals to dwell in our Fields, 
what Havock would they make ? What Coujier^ 
nation would they fprcad ? But they voluntarily 
bury themfelves, in the deepeft RecciTes of the 
Defart : while the Ox, the Horfe, and the fcr- 
viceable Quadrupeds, live under our Infpcc- 

Vol. IIL C tion. 
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tbn, and keep within our Call : profiting Us 
as much by their Prefence, as the others oblige 
Us by their Abfence* 

If, at any Time, thofe Ihaggy Monfters 
make an Excurfion into the habitable World, 
it iis when Man retires to his Chamber, and 
fleeps in Security. The Sun, which invites 
other Creatures abroad, gives them the Signal 
to retreat, ^e Sun arifith^ and they get them 
nway^ and lay them down in their Dens *. 
Strange ! That the orient Light, which is fo 
pleafing to Us, fhduld ftrifce fuch Terror on 
them ! Should, more ef{e6hially than a Le- 
gion of Guards, put them all to Flight, and 
clear the Country of thofe formidable Ene- 
mies I 

If We turn our Thoughts to the Atmofpbere, 
We find a ipoft curious and exquifite Appara- 
tus of jiir. Which, becaule no Objeft of our 
Sight, is feldom confidered> and little regard- 
ed; yet is a Source of innumerable Advan- 
tages. And all thefe Advantages, (which is al- 
moft incredible) are fetched from the very 
Jaws of Ruin. My Meaning may be obfcure, 
therefore I explain myfelf. 

We live plunged, if I may fo fpeak, in an 
Ocean of Aii\ Whofe Prejfurey upon a Per- 
fon of moderate Size> is equal to the Weight 

of 
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of twenty tbwfand PcHinds. Tremendous Con« 
fideratk)n ! Should the CeiUng of a Room, or 
the Roof a Houie» fall upon Us with half that 
Force* what defVru^ve Effedls muii: enfue. 
Such a Force would infallibly drive the Breath 
from our LungSt or break every Bone in our 
Bodies. Yet* fo admirably has the divine 
WISDOM contrived this aerial Fluid, and fo 
fiicely counterpoifed its dreadful Power^ that 
W« receive not the flighteft Hurt j We fuflfer 
no naniier of Inconvenience; We even enjcy 
the Load. Inftead of being u a Mountain on 
cur Loins, it is like Wings to our Feet, or 
like Sinews to oor Limbs. — ^Is not this cimmon 
Ordination of Providence, thus confidcrcd, 
fomewhat like the Miracle of the burning 
Bulh; whofe tender and combuftible Sub- 
ftance, though in the midft of Flames, was 
neither confumed nor injured * ? Is it not 
almoft as marvelous, as the Prodigy of the 
three Hebrew Youths? Who walked in the 
fiery Furnace, without having a Hair of their 
Head fingcd, or fo much as the Smell of Fire 

pafling on their Garments -f- ? Surely, We 

have Reafon to lay unto GOD; 01 bow ter^ 
rible^ yct how beneficent, art Tbou in thy 
Works! 

The Air, though too weak to fupport our 
Flight, is a Thoroughfare for innumerable 
i Wings, 

* £a9(1, iii. 2« t Dan. iii. 27. 

C a 
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Wings. Here tKe whole Commonwealth of 
Birds take up their Abode. Here they lodge 
and expatiate, beyond the Reach of their Ad- 
verfaries. Were they to run upon the Earth, 
they would be expofed to ten thoufand Dan- 
gers, without proper Strength to refift them, 
or fufficient Speed to efcape them. Whereas, 
by mounting the Skies, and lifting themfelves 
up on high, they are fecure from Peril, they 
fcorn the Horfe and his Rider *. — Some of them 
perching upon the Boughs, others foaring 
amidft the Firmament, entertain Us with their 
. Notes : Which are mufical and agreeable, when 
heard at this convenient Diftance; but would 
be noify and importunate, if brought nearer 
to our Ears. — Here, many of thofe feathered 
Families refide, which yield Us a delicious 
7'reat', yet give Us no Trouble, put Us to noi 
Expence, and, till the Moment We want them, 
are wholly out of our Way. 

e Air, commiffioned by its all-bountiful 
AUTHOR, charges itfelf with the Admini- 
ftration of feveral Offices, which are perfectly 
obliging, and no lefs ferviceable to Mankind. 
— Co-operating with our Lungs, it ventilates 
the Bloods cools and qualifies the vital 
Warmth, promotes and exalts the animal Se- 
cretions. Many Days We might live, or even 
whole Months, without the Light of the Sun, 

or 

• Jot XXXiXr l8r 
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or the Glimmering of a Star. Whereas, if We 
are deprived, only for a few Minutes, of this 
aerial Support, Weficken, Wc faint. We die. 
—The fame univerfal Nurfe has a confiderablc 
Hand, in cherifhing the feveral Tribes of 
Plants. It helps to transfufe vegetable Vigour 
into the Trunk of the Oak, and a blooming 
Gaiety into the Spread of the Rofe. 

The Air undertakes to convey to our No- 
ftrils the extremely fubtil Effluvia^ which tranr 
fpire from odoriferous Bodies. Thofe detached 
Particles are fo imperceptibly fmall, that they 
would elude the moft careful Hand, or efcape 
the niceft Eye. But this trufty Depofitaiy re- 
ceives and efcorts the invifible Vagrants, with- 
out lofing fo much as a (ingle Atom. Enter- 
taining Us, by this means, with the delightful 
Senfations, that arife from the Fragrance of 
Flowers 5 and admonifhing Us, by the Tranf^ 
miflion of ofFenfive Smells, to withdraw from 
an unwholefome Situation, or beware of any 
pernicious Food. 

The Air, by its undulating Motion, condu6ls 
to our Ear all the Diverfities of Sound y and, 
thereby, difcharges the Duty of a moft feafon- 
ablc and faithful Monitor, As I walk acrofs 
the Streets of London^ with my Eye engaged on 
other Objedls 5 a Dray, perhaps, with all its 
Load, is driving down diredlly upon me. Or, 
as I ride ^long the Road, mufing and unap^ 

C 3 pre- 
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preheniive, a Chariot and fix is whirling on^ 
with a rapid Career, at the Heels of my HoriCt . 
The Air, like a vigilant Friend, in pain for 
my Welfare, immediately takes the Alarm; 
and, while the Danger is at a coniiderable Di- 
fiance, dif][>atches a Courier to advertife me of 
the approaching Mifcliief. It even thunders 
in my Ear; and, with a clamorofts but kind 
Importunity, urges me to be ypon my Quard, 
and provide for my Safety. 

The Air wafts to our Senfe all the Modular 
tions of Af^, and the moiT agreeable Enter? 
tainments of refined Converfation, Wheji 
Myrtilla flrikes the fdver Strings, and teachei 
the willing Harpfichord to warble with hej: 
CREATOR'S Praife : when her facred Sonata 
warms the Heart with Devotion, and wings 

our Defires to Heaven. When Ckera tunes 

her Song, or the Nightingale imitates her in? 
chanting Voice : when She heightens every mer 
iodious Note, with her adored REDEEMERS 
Name ; and fo fmooths her charming Tones, 
fo breathes her rapturous Soul, " that GOD'js 
" own Ear liflens delighted," — When Wifdom 
takes its Seat on Mitio's Tongue ; and flows, 
in perfpicuous Periods, and inflru6bive Truths, 
amidfl the chofen Circle of his Acqudntance. 
—When Benevolence, affociated with Perfuar 
fion, dwell on Nicdnders Lips ; and plead the 
Caufe of injured Innocence, or opprefTcd Vir- 
tue. 
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tue. — When Goodnefs, leagupd with Happi- 
nefi, accompany Eufebius into the Pulpit ; and 
reclaim the Libertine from the Slavery of hi$ 
Vices ; difengage the Infidel from the Fafcina- 
tion of his Prejudices ; and fo affectionately, 
{o pathetically invite the whole Audience, to 
partake the unequalled Joys of pure Religion. 
— ^In all thefe Cafes, the Air diftributes every 
mufical Variation with the utmoil ExaBnefsi 
and delivers the Speaker's Meflage, with the 
moft puQ^ual Fidelity. Whereas, without this 
Intemuntio, all would be fuUen and unmeaning 
Silence. We Ihould lofe both the Pleafure and 
the Profit ; neither be charmed with the harmo- 
nious, nor improved by the articulate Accents. 
The Breezes of the Air, when vague and 
unconfined, are fo very gentle ; that they fport, 
v\dth the moft inoffenfive Wantonnefs, amidft 
O^tia^s Locks, and fcarce difadjuft a fiiigle 
Curl. But, when coUefted and applied by the 
Contrivance of Man, they a6l with fuch pro^ 
digiws Force I as is fufficient to whirl round 
the hugeft Wheels, though clogged with the 
moft incumbering Loads. They make the pon- 
derous Millftones move as fwiftly, as the Dan- 
cer's Heel ; and the mafly Beams play as nim* 
bly, as the Mufician's Finger. 

If We climb, in Speculation, the higher Re- 
gions, here is an endlefs Succeflion of Clouds^ 

C 4 fed 
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fed by Evaporations from tlie Ocean. The 
Clouds are themfelyes a kind of Ocean, fuf- 
pended in the Air with amazing Skill. They 
travel, in detached Parties, and in the Quality 
of itinerant Qifterm^ round all the terreftrial 
Globe. They fruftify, by proper Communir 
cations of Moifture, the fpacious Paftures of 
the Wealthy s and gladden, with no lefs libe- 
ral Shpvyers, the Cottager's little Spot. Nay, 
fp condefcending is the Benignity of their great 
Proprietor, that they fatisfy the defolate (ind 
wajle Ground 'j and caufe^ even in the moil un- 
cultivated Wilds, tfff Bud of the tender Herb to 
fpring forth *. That the I^fatiyes of the lonely 
Defart, thpfe fayage Herds which know no 
Mafter s Stall, may neverthelefs experience the 
Care, and rejoice in the Bounty, of an all-fupr 
porting PARENT. 

How wonderful ! That the Water, which is 
much denfer and far heavier than the Air, 
fliould rife into it ; make its Way through it ; 
and take a Station in the very uppermoft Rer 
gions of it ! This, One ihpuld imagine, were 
almofl as impoifible, as for the Rivers to run 
back to their Source. Yet PROVIDENCE has 
contrived a Way, to make.it not only pra6l;- 
' cable, but Matter of continual Occurrence. 

How wonderful ! That pendent Lakes fhould 
^e diffufed, ox fluid Mmmtaim heaped over pur 

Heads; 

♦ jQh xxxviii, 27. 
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Heads s and both fuftained in the thinneft Parts 

of the Atmofphere ! We little think of that 

furprifing Expedient, which, without Conduits 

of Stone, or Veflels of Brafs, keeps fuch Loads 

of Water in a buoyant State ; and with-hojds 

them from rufhing down, with furious and 

diforderly Violence. "Job confidered this, not 

without holy Admiration, and grateful Praife. 

'Dojl thou know the Balancings of the Ckuds? 

How fuch ponderous Bodies are made to 

hang with an even Poife, and hover like 

the lighteft Down? Thefe are the wonderous 

Works of HIM "jcho is perfeSl in Knowledge *. 

He bindeth up the Waters in his thick Clouds ; and 

the Cloudy though nothing is more loofe and 

fluid, becomes, by the ALMIGHTY'S Order, 

firm and tenacious as Cafks of Iron ; it is not 

rent \ under all the Weight. 

When the Sluices are opened, and the Wa- 
ters defcend. One is apt to fufped:, that they 
ftiould gulh forth in Cataracts, or pour them- 
felves out in Torrents. Whereas, inftead of 
fuch a precipitate EfFufion, which would be 
infinitely pernicious, they coalefce into Globules^ 
and are difpenfed in gentle Showers. They are 
often attenuated into the Smallnefs of a Hair J ; 

they 

• Job xxxvii. 16. + Jobxxvx. 8. 

X The Hebrew Words, which convey thp Idea of gentle 
Raifty fignity a Portion of Water, made fmall as a Hair^ or 
divided into Millions of Parts, OJlO^I CnVC' Dcut. 
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they fprcad themfelvcs, as if they were flrained 
through the Orifices of the fineft Waterings 
pot; and form thofe fmdll Drops of Rain, 
which the Clouds dijlil upon Man abundant fy ^. 
Thus, inftead of drowning the Earth, and 
iweeping away its Fruits, they cherifli univer-* 
fal Nature j and, in Conformity to the Prac-t 
tice of their great MASTER, diftribute their 
humid Stores to Men, to Animals, and Vege- 
tables, as they are abk to bear them -f*. 

Befides the Receptacles of Water, here are 
cantoned various Parties of Winds, mild or 
fierce, gentle or boifterous; furnilhed with 
breezy Wings, to fan the glowing Firmament, 
and diffufe Refirefhment on a fainting World : 
or elfe, fitted to a£l as an univerfal Befomi 
and, by fweeping the Chambers of the Atmo« 
fphere, to preferve the fine aerial Fluid free 
from Feculcncies. Without this wholefome 
Agency of the Winds, the Air would ftagnate j 
become putrid ; and furround Us, in the lite- 
ral Senfe of the Words, with Darknefs that 
plight be felt %. London, Paris, and all the 
great Cities in the World, inftead of being th? 
^eats of Elegance, would degenerate into Sinks 
pf Corruption, 

At Sea^ the Winds fwell. the Mariner's 
Sails, and fpeed his Courfe along the watery 
Way: ipeed it far more efFeftually, than a 

thouiand 

♦ Job xavL 28, t Mark iv, 33. % Sx§4.%. tu 



I^^et. 61 Theron /^ AspAsia« 27 

thoiifand Rowers, bending to their Strokes^ 
jand tugging at the Oar. — ^By Land^ they per- 
form the Office of an in^menfe Seed-man, and 
fcatter abroad the reprodu6tive Principles of 4 
Multitude of Hants; which, though the Staff 
of Life to many Animals, are too fmall for thq 
Management, or too mean for the Attention 
cf Man,r— *-^H£ bringetb the Winds out of his 
I'reafuriu ♦, is a very juft Obfervation ; whe- 
ther it relate to GOD*s abfolute and uncon- 
troulaUe Domink>n over this moft potent Me- 
teor, of to its welcome and faktary influence ^ 
pn all the Face of Nature^ 

Here are Ligbtnittgs flationed. Though dor- 
mant at preient, they are in a£l to fpring, 
and launch the livid Flame: whenever their 
percing Flafh is neceffary, to deftroy the ful- 
^bureaus Vapours ; or diflodge any, other noxi-^ 
ms Matter, which might be prejudicial to the 
delicate Temperature of the iEther, and ob- 
icoic its more than cryftalline Tranfparency. 

Above all is fituate a radiant and majejlic 
Orb, which inlightens the Trafts, chears the 
Inhabitants, and colours all the Productions of 
this habitable Globe. While the Air, by a fin- 
gular Addreis in managing the Rays, amplir 

fie^ 

^^ PfaL cxzxr. 7. ^uamfalutaret autem dedit^ quam tern 
fifthms nm modo mmnumj fed etiam Pecudum Generiy its de^ 
nifHi 9mmius ftko oriwttur a Terra^ Ventos ? ^orum Flatty 
wui Um f i f juMtu r CaUres^ ab iifdim itiam maritimi Cur/us a^ 
krts & ^frti diripmtur. De Nat. Deor. Lib. II. 
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fies their Ufefulncfs : its refleSttng Power * aug- 
ments that Heat, which is the Life of Nature; 
its refraSling Power prolongs that Splendor, 
which is the Beauty of the Creation- — ^Thefe 
Emanations of Light, though formed of inac- 
tive Matter, yet (aftonifhing Apparatus of al- 
mighty Wifdom!) are refined almoft to the 
Subtilty of Spirit, and are fcarce inferior even 
to Thought in Speed. By which ipeans, they 
fpread themfelves, with a kind of inftantane- 
ous Swiftnefs, through the Circumference of 
a whole Hemifphere; and though they fill, 
where-ever they pervade, yet they ftraiten no 
Place, imbarrafs no One, incumber Nothing. 

Thefe give the Diamond its Brilliancy, and 
the Velvet its Glofs : to thefe the chearf ul Eye 

is 

* The Air is a curious Cover ^ which, without oppreffing 
the Inhabitants of the Earth with any perceivable Weight, 
confines, reflefts* and thereby tncreafes the vivifying Heat of 
the Sun. The Air increafes this kindly Heat, much in the 
fame manner as our Garments by Day, or Bed-clothes by 
Night, give additional Warmth to our Bodies.— Whereas, 
when the aerial Veftment grows thin, or, to fpeak more phi- 
lorophically, when the Air becomes lefe in Quantity, and 
more attenuated in Quality, the folar Warmth is very fen- 
fibly diminifhcd. Travelers on the lofty Mountains of Anye^ 
rjcay fometimes experience, to their terrible Coft, the Truth 
of this Obfervation, Though the Clime, at the Foot of thoft 
prodigious HilJs, is even hot and fultry ; yet on their Sum- 
inits, the Cold rages with fuch exceflive Severity, that it is 
no unufual Calamity, for the Horfe and his Rider to be frozen 
to death. — We have therefpre great Reafon to blefs the fu- 
preme DISPOSER of Things, for placing Us in the common 
uifiuf Concavity, or rather under the cbfrijhing Wings of a^ 
Atmorphere, ' 
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is obliged for its lively Sparkle, and the mo- 
deft Cheek for its rofy Blufh. Thefe, attend- 
ing the judicious Touches of the Pencil, bid 
the Drapery flow, and the embodied Figure 
rife ; bid the Countenance wear the calm Se- 
renity of Thought, or be agitated with the 

wild Tranfports of Paffion. ^Without this 

Circumftancc of Coloury we fhould want all 
the Entertainments of Vifion, and be at a Lofs 
to diftinguifh one Thing from another. We 
fhould hefitate to pronounce, and muft take a 
little Journey to determine, whether yonder 
Indofure contains a Piece of Pafturage, or a 
Plot of arable Land. We fhould queftion, 
and could not very expeditioufly refolve, whe- 
ther the next Perfon We meet, be a Soldier in 
his Regimentals, or a Swain in his Holy-day 
Suit ? A Bride in her Ornaments, or a Widow 
in her Weeds. •But Colour, like a particular 
Livery, charafterizcs the Clafs, to which each 
Individual belongs. It is the Labels which in- 
dicates, upon the firft Infpeftion, its refpec- 
tive Quality. It is the I'icket^ which guides 
our Choice, and dire6ls our Hand *. 

We 

♦ This, I believe, fuggefts the true Senfe of thofe noble 
Metaphors, ufed by the divine Speaker. // is turned as Clay 
to the Sealy and they Jiand 4s a Garment : //, the Earth and 
all its Produftions receive, from the rifing Sun, both Colour 
and Beauty. Juft as the foft Clay, and the melting Wax, 

receive an elegant Impreflion from the Seal. T/uy (the 

Morning and the Day-fpringy mentioned in a preceding 

Verfc) 
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We have curforily furvcyed the upper Rooms 
of our great Habitation, and taken a Turn 
along the Ground-foor *^ if We defcend into the 
fubterraneous Lodgments^ the Cellars of the 
ftately Structure, We fhall there alfo find the 
moft exquifite Contrivance, afting in Concert 

with the moft profufe Goodnefs. ^Hcre are 

various Minerals^ of fovereign Efficacy in Me- 
dicine : that rectify the vitiated Blood, and ^ 
quicken the languid Spirits; that often re- 
kindle the fading Bloom in the Virgin's Com- 
plexion, and reinvigorate the infeebled Arm 

of Manhood. ^|icre a^re Beds fraught with 

Metals of the richeft Value. From hence come 
the golden Treafures, from hence tlie filver 
Stores, which are the very Life of Traffic; and 
circulate through the Body politic, as the vit^ 
Fluid through the anima] Frame, ffji^ich, in 
the refining Hand of ClR^^rity,* are Feet fx) the 
Lame, and Eyes to the $lind, aad make the 
Widow*s Heart fing forJ»y* — ^Here are Mines, 
which yield a Metal of jmeaner* Aipe^, but of 
a firmer Cohefion, and of fuperior Uicfulnefs. 

A 

Verfe) Jland as a Garment ; they ad the Part of a magnifi** 
cent and univerfal Clothing ; give all vifible Obj«ds, their 
comely Afped, and graceful Diftin£tions. Job xxxviii. 14, 
What bold and fine Images are here !-^The Sea had bem 
described as an Infcmt^ changeable, froward, and impetuouf, 
with thick Darknefs for its Swadling-band. The Light is re- 
prefented as an Handmaid^ atteodii^ to ir^ the Creation; 
and executing the CREATOR'S Orders, with a Punffn^ 
that never failsy with a £/^fi that cannpt be equalled. 
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A Metal, that furnUhes almoil all the Iia* 
plements, with which Art executes her various 
Defigiis. Without the Affiance oilron^ Trade 
would be reduced to the loweft Ebb; Com- 
merce woidd feel her Wings clipped; and 
ev&Of Specie^ of mechanic Skill, either ut« 
4fnyfatl, or be miferabiy baAed. Without 
tfie Afliftance of Iro^, it would be almoft im- 
f^tB&At ^f^ tke^dy Maft, todifplay the 

, daring Canvas, oiJhp the faithful Anchor. 

I>efl3^ite<>fiiu^iper*needful Commodity^ we 

* l^fiiould have no Plow to forrow the Soil, no 

\ ^|[phuttle to traverfe <h^Lod|||k fcarce any Or« 

% ftament for polity or ' my Umifil for ordinary 

tiere is ap inexiiaufired Frad of combufitble 
MateriaU|fl||^hich *i\xgdu£x^ whole i^fation 
with Fti^K'^ftdl ^I^S"^ ftfiniftrations 
# m l3ie||pdbo|J^^ Ali- 

ment to the i4imie» tme^imr Food both pa-* 
^ latabfe and heakhy^-Hj^ofe oiScr their Service 
at the Forge; and, wi^their piercing Heat, 
mollify file moil fiubbom Bars, till they become 

"pliant to the Stroke of the Hammer. The 

GurZr pour tiiemfelves likewife into the Glafs- 
' houfes. 

♦ Jsfor the Earthy fays Joby out of it cometh Bread : Q)rn, 
Vcgetablql and i^atever is good for Food, fpring from its 
Smface. Whfle under it^^ is turned up as it were Fire : its 
lower Parts n^iTtfl its deeper Strata, yield combuftiUe Ma- 
terials; which are eafily inkindled into Fire, und adminifter 
thriMil Afbftantial Fewel for the Flame. Job xxviii. 5. 
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houfes. They rage, amidft thofe aftonifhing 
Furnaces, with irrefiftible but ufeful Fierce- 
nefs. They liquify even the obdurate Flint, 
and make the moft rigid Subftances far more 
duftile, than the fofteft Clay, or the melting 
Wzit: make them obfequious, not only to the 
lighted: Touch, but to the Impreffions of oUr 
very Breath. 

By this means, we ar^GLiniifhed^ *and frofh 
the coarfeft Ingredients, wl|h the moft curious, 
beautiful, and ferviceable AiKiufaflure in the 
World. A.Manufafture, which tranfmits the 
chearing Light dk the JSun into our Houfes, 
yet excludes the Annoyance of the Rains, and 
the Violence of the Winds.^ Which gives new 
Eyes to decrepit A^e, and vaftly more inlarged 
Views to Philofophy.apd Science :JM^^ch leads 
up the Aftronomerl^fcerrimentj^Pn to the 
Satellites of Saturn ^y ztl^ carries down4l|^ Na- 
tui^lift's Obfei-vatidn, M far at the Animal- 
cule Race: bringing "^Pr what is immenfely 
remote, and making.4fcible what, to our un- 
affifted Sight, would be abfolutely impercept- 
ible. 

We have alfo, when the Sun withdraws his 
Shining, an Expedient to fupply his Place. We 
can create an artificial Day in our Rooms, 
and prolong our Studies, or purfue our Bufi- 
nefs, under its chearing Influence. With beam- 
ing Tapers and ruddy Fires, We cbafi: the 

Darknefs, 
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Darkncfi, and mitigate'^ the Cold; Wecherifh 
Converfation, and cultivate the focial Spirit. 
We render thofe very Intervals of Time, Ibme 
of the moft delightful Portions of our Life, 
which otherwife would be a joylefs and un- 
improving Void. 

Thefe obfcure Caverns are the Birth-place 
of the moft fparkling Gems. Which, when 
nicely poliflied, and prodigal of their Lnftre, 

ftand 

* I can hardly forbear tranfcribing the graceful and pious 
Remark, which Socrates makes on this Occafion. Demon* 
ftrating, from the advantageous and benign Conftitution of 
Things, GOiys indulgent Care fenMaiAind, He aflcs } 

ii rxolwg^ trvvt^ov it irf&* wavan rrvynv, xai iromoL ovx u^e- 
Xux^ ifixx tfvOffiinroi xalaoicfua^ovTaii ; £1^ ya,^ cvvtXoiHi 
iiirfif , vJff ft^iOXoVof etfiu ^[vpO* a*0#»TOs t»v 'sr^ <Qp Qioy ^^t^* 
ChfMsf x(!\ot9Tuam^vSi«bu — To wbicn his Pupil very intelli- 
gently replict) TircfCaXXfi x«i tA ^iXavO^WTrta. Vid. So* 
crat, Menrn* Lib. iv. A Woric, that may be ranked among 
ikktfineft Remains of Antiquity. Equals 'tis acknowledged « 
to any of the antient Ojmpofttions in Purity of Style, and 
Dignity of Sentiment. Superior^ I think, to them all, for 
the artful, delicate, and happy Manner of conveying In- 
flru£Hon. 

I wi(h, the Author of the preceding Dialogues had been 
better acquainted .with the Socratic Method ; and I could 
wifli, that young Students for the Miniftry would adopt the 
Skin of this heathen Philofopher. Perhaps, no Qualification 
of human Growth, would more efFedlually contribute to 
render them, what St. Paul ftyles, ^icTaxIixi^f . It feems to 
be the moft injinuat'mg 2inA juccefsful Way both to convince 
and inftruS. Nay, it convinces the Opponent out of his 
own Mouth, and makes the Pupil inftrudt himfelf. It is 
what the Teacher fcnt from GOD pradtifed, in thofe in- 
comparable Sketches of obliging and mafterly Aiidrel's, The 
Parable of the two Debtors^ and of the good Samaritan, 
Luk. vii. 41. Luk, X. 30. 

Vol. III. D 
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ftand Candidates for a Place on the royal 
Crown, or a Seat on the virtuous Fair One's 
Breaft. And, I will not with our Men of. 
Gallantry fay, emulate the living Brilliancy of 
her Eyes ; but ferve as a Foil, to fet off the 
Lovelinefs and Excellency of her accompliftied 
Mind, and amiable Converfation : ivhofe PricCy 
according to the unerring Eftimate of Infpi- 
ration, is fuperior to Sapphires, is far above 
Rubies *. 

Here are ^arries^ flocked with Stones, in- 
ferior in Beauty to the Jeweler's Ware, but 
much more eminently beneficial. Which, 
when properly ranged, and cemented with a 
tenacious Mortar, form the convenient Abodes 
of Peace, and build the ftrongeft Fortifications 
of War : defending Us from the Inclemencies 
of the Weather, and the more formidable Af- 
faults of our Enemies. Thefe conftitute the 
Arches of the Bridge, the Arms of the Mole, 
and the rocky Girdle of our Quays : which 
convey the Traveler, with perfe6l Security, 
over the moft rapid Rivers s or fcreen the Bark 
from the deftruclive Inroad of tempeftuous 
Seas. Thefc ftony Treafures are compara- 
tively ^5/?, while they continue in the Bowels 
of the Earth ; but acquire an increafing Hard- 
nefs, when cxpofed to the open Air. Was this 
remarkable Peculiarity reverfed, what Diffi- 
culties 

♦ Prov.xxxi, lo. 
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culties would attend the Labours of the Ma- 
fon ? His Materials could not be extradled from 
their Bed, nor fafhioned for his Purpofe, with- 
out infinite Toil. Were his Work completed, 
it could not long withlland the Fury of the 
Elements 5 but infenfibly mouldering, or in- 
ceflantly decaying, would elude the Expefta- 
tions of the Owner ; perhaps, might prove an 
immature Grave, inftead of a durable Dwel- 
ling. 

Here are various Affortments or vaft Layers 
of Clay. Which however contemptible in its 
Appearance, is abundantly more advantageous, 
than the Rocks of Diamond, or the Veins of 
Gold. This is moulded, with great Expedi- 
tion and Eafe, into Veflels of any Shape, and 
of almoft every Size. Some, fo delicately fine, 
that they compofe the moft elegant and orna- 
mental Furniture, for the Tea-table of a Prin- 
cefs. Others, fo remarkably cheap, that they 
are ranged on the Shelves, and minifter at the 
Meals, of the pooreft Peafant. All fo per- 
feftly neat, that no Liquid takes the lead 
Taint, nor the niceft Palate any Difguft, from 
their cleanly Services. 

A Multiplicity of other valuable Stores, are 
locked up by Providence, in thofe ample Vaults. 
The Key of all is committed to the Manage- 
ment of Indujiry 3 with free Permiffion to pro- 
D z duce 
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dace each particular Species, as Ncceffity (hall 
demand, or Prudence direft. 

Which fhall we moft admire, the bountiful 
Heart, the liberal Hand, or the alWifcerning 
Eye of our great CREATOR? How obferv- 
able and admirable is his Precaution^ in re- 
moving thefe ufeful but cumbrous Wares, 
from the Superficies ; and flowing -them, in 
proper Repofitories, beneath the Ground !— 
Were they fcattered over the Surface of the 
Soil, the Earth would be embarraffed with the 
enormous Load. Our Roads would be block- 
ed up, and fcarce any Portion left free for the 

Operations of Hufbandry. ^Were they bu- 

lied extremely deep, or funk to the Center of 
the Globe, it would coft Us immenfe Pains to 
procure them ; or rather, they would be quite 
inaccejjible. — ^Were they uniformly fpread into 
a Pavement for Nature ; the Trees couM not 
ftrike their Roots, nor the Herbs fhoot their 
Blades, but univerfal Sterility muft enfue.— 
Whereas, by their prefent Difpofition, they 
furnifh Us with a Magazine of metallic, with- 
out caufmg any Diminution of our vegetable 
Treafures. Foffils of every noble and fervice- 
able Kind enrich the Boioelsj while Bloom and 
Verdure embellifh the Face of the Earth. 

So judicious is the Arrangement of this 
grand Edifice ! So beneficent the Deftination 

of 
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of its whole * Furniture ! In which, all is re- 
gulated with confummate Skill, and touched 
into the higheft Perfection. All moft exa6iiy 
adapted to the various Intentions of Provi- 
dence, and the manifold Exigencies of Man- 
kind : to fiipply tvery JFant^ We can feel ; and 
gratify every Wijhy We can form. 

Iniomuch that the whole Syftem affords a 
favourite and exalted Topic of Praife, even 
to thofe diftinguifhed Beings, v^ho Jiand on 
the Sea of Glafs, and have the Harps of GOD 
in their Hands. They lift their Voice and 
fing. Great and marveltais are thy JVorks^ O 
LORD GOD Jbmgttyf! — ^And is there not 
Reaibn, my Jf^afo would fay, infinite Reafon, 
ioxUs to join ^is triumphant Choir ^ and add 
Gratitude to our Wonder, Love to our Hal- 
idojahs? Since all thefe Things are to Us, 
not merely Objects of Contemplation, but 
Sources of Accommodation : not only a ma« 

jeftic 

♦ No Notice IS taken of the Ocean^ in this little Rent-roll 
of Nature's Wealth ; becaufe, a diftind Sketch is given of 
that grand Rdervoir and its principal Services, in Letter IX. 

t Revel. XV. 3. Great and marvelous are thy JVorks^ O 
LORD GOD Almighty f Juftmd true are thy fFaysy Thou 
XING of Sottas / The firft Part feems to mean, what the 
infpired Writer calls. The Swg ofMoJes. The Second con- 
tains, what He ftylcs. The Song of tie LAMB. The firft, 
I diould ioianoe, relies to the mipendous Works of Crea* 
tion. The KCpnJ alludes to the far more wonderful Scheme 
of Redemption. The former, defcribing the Syftem of Na- 
ture, b recorded by Mofes ; the latter, comprehending the 
SalvatkMi of Ihe Saints, i$ accomplijQied by CHRIST. 

D3 
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j6ftic Spe6lacle, bright with the Difplay of our 
CREATOR'S Wifdom, but an ineftimable 
Gift, rich with the Emanations of his Good- 
nefs. The Earth hath He fet before the Inha- 
bitants of Glory, but the Earth hath He given 

to the Children of Men *. Having given Us 

Ourfeh^es ; given Us a World ; has He not a 
Right, a mod unqueftionable and unrivaled 
Right, to make that tender Demand ? My 
Sony give me thy Heart -f. 

Shall I add another Paflage ? Which, view- 
ed with any but the laft Paragraph, will be 
like the Head of Gold^ eminent and confpicu- 
ous on Feet of Iron and Clay. It is taken from 
the fined philofophical Oration, that ever was 
made. I never read it, but with a Glow of 
Delight, and with Impreffions of Awe. It is, 
in (hort, inimitably fpirited and fublime.— ^-^ 
You think, perhaps, I aft an impolitic Part, 
in being fo lavifh of my Praife \ and that the 
Quotation muft fufFer, by fuch an aggrandize 
ing Introdu6lion. But I am under no Appre- 
henfions of this Kind. Forbear to be delight- 
ed, if You can -, ceafe to admire, ifYou can ; 
When You hear OMNISCIENCE itfelf declar. 
ing. That, on the Sight of this univerfal Fa- 
bric, emerging out of Nothing, The Morn- 
ing Stars sang together, and all the 

Sons of GOD shouted for Joy J, The 

Syftem 
^ Pfai cxv. 1 6. t Prov, xxiii, 26, % J^b xwviii. 5, 
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Syftem was fo graceful, fo magnificent, and, 
in all Reipecls, fo exquifitely finiflied ; that the 
mojft exalted Intelligences were charmed, were 
tranfported. They knew not how to exprefs 
themfelves on the great Occafion, but in Shouts 
of Exultation, and Songs of Praife. Is it pof- 
lible for Imagination to conceive an Enco- 
mium, fo juft, fo high, fo beautifully noble ! 
— ^I am fure, after fo much Delicacy, and Ma- 
jefty of Sentiment, any thing of mine muft 
be intolerably flat ; unlefs You will except this 
one Profeffion, that I am, with the moft cor- 
dial Sincerity, 

My dear Afpafio, 
inviolably yours^ 

Theron, 



LETTER VII. 

As PAS 10 to The RON, 

My dear T h e ro n, 

IF You write with fuch a View, and from 
fuch a Motive, as are mentioned in your 
laft, exped no more free^ivill Offerings from 
my Pen, In this one Inflance, I fhall think 
it my Puty to be covetous. I fhall a6l the 
D 4 Mifev 
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Mifer out of Principle j and hardly perfuade 
myfelf to part with a fingle Line, till it is be- 
come an undeniable Debt. I muft turn your 
own Artifice on Yourfelf ; and lay You under 
a Neceffity of obliging, entertaining, and 
edifying me by your Correfpondence. 

For, give me Leave to alTure You, that I 
am always delighted, and always improved by 
your Epiftles. They (hew me a Multitude of 
Beauties in the Creation, which I fhould not 
othcrwife have difcerned. They point out the 
infinite Power, the unfearchable Wifilom, and 
the charmingly rich Goodnefs of the glorious 
MAKER. Such a Philofophy turns all Na- 
ture into a School of Inftruclion, and is an 
excellent Handmaid to true Religion. It makes 
every Objeft a Step, better than a golden Step, 
to raife both our Knowledge and our Affec- 
tions to the adorable and immortal CAUSE 
of all. 

While I am roving heedkfly along, your 
Remarks often interpofe, like fome intelligent 
faithful Monitor, who claps his Hand upon my 
Breafl, and fays ; Stand Jlill^ and ctn^ider. the 
ivondrous Works of GOD*. — ^Willingly I obey 
the Admonition : the Chriftian may, with pe- 
culiar Complacency, behold this grand Maga- 
zine of Wonders, this copious Storehoufe of 
Bleflingss and, confcious of an Intereft in 

JESUS^ 
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JESUS, has a Right to call them z\[ his 
inxm*. He may look round upon prefent 
Things ; look forward unto future Things ; 
and, trufting in his SAVIOUR'S Merit, may 

confidently fay " Not one only, but both 

<* thde Worlds are mine. By virtue of my 
« REDEEMER'S Righteoufn^fs, I poffefs 
" the neceffary Accommodations of this Life ; 
•* and, on the fame unfhaken Footing, I ftand 
** intitled to the inconceivable Felicity of a 
<« better." 

Siu-cly then it will be as pleafing an Employ, 
and as important a Search, to examine the Va* 
liditj oi our Titie to all Things, as to eftimate 
the Value of our prefent Pofleflions. Tou have 
executed the one. Let me attempt the other. — 
You have furveyed material Nature : it ap- 
pears to be void of all Defe6l ; and, for the 
Purpofes which it is intended to anfwcr, com- 
jJlctely finifhed. Is not our SAVIOUR'S Obe- 
dience, the Provifion made for indigent and 

guilty Souls, equally perfect ? Since this is 

cvcrlafting and immutable > fmce the other is 
traniient and pcrifhable 3 doubtlefs We may 
argue with the judicious Apoftle : If that which 
is to be done away, which will foon be confign- 
ed over to Diflblution, is glorious \ much more 
that which remaineth, whofe blcffed EfFedls con- 
tinue to eternal Ages, is glorious -f. 

We 

* I Ctnr, ill. 2it t ^ ^^^' ui» ^'» 
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We are every One, as an unclean Taking *. 
Our very Nature is contaminated. Even Sanc- 
tification, though it deftroys the reigning, does 
not wholly fuperfede the polluting Power of 
Iniquity. So that whatever Graces We exer- 
cife, whatever Duties We perform, (like the 
Rays of Light tranfmitted through coloured 
Glafs, or like generous Wine ftreaming from 
a defiled Caik) they receive fome improper 
Tinge,. or contraft fome debafing Taint. But 
C/Z'i?/5T'was intirely free from this innate 
Contagion. He had no erroneous Apprehen- 
fions in his Mind, no corrupt Bias upon his 
Will, nor any irregular Concupifcence in his 
AfFe6lions. 

Being thus perfe6Uy undefiled. He did no 
SiUy neither was Guile found in his Mouth -f-* All 
his Thoughts were innocent, all his Words 
were irreproachable, and every Aftion blame- 
lefs. The moft accomplifhed among the Chil- 
dren of Men, when furprifed in fome un- 
guarded Moment, or aflaulted on fome weak 
Side, have been betrayed into Error, or hur- 
ried into Sin. Even Mofes Ipake unadvifedly 
with his Lips ; and Aaron^ the Saint of the 
LORD, warped to idolatrous Praftices. T^hey 
were like fome ftagnating Lake; in which, 
the Dregs being fubfided, the Waters appear 
clean ; but, when ftirred by Temptation, ox 

agitated 

• IJaiah Ixiv. 6, t i -P^^ ii» ^2; 



Let.j. AsPASio fo Theron, 43 

agitated by Afflidlion, the Sediment rifes, and 
the Pool is difcoloured. Whereas, CHRIST 
may be compared to a Fountain, that is all 
Tranfparency, and pure to the very Bottom: 
which, however fhaken, however difturbed, is 
nothing but fluid Cryftal ; permanently and 
invariably clear. 

It was a fmall Thing for the blefled JESUS, 
to have no depraved Propenfityj He was bora 
in a State of confummate ReStitude^ and adorn- 
ed with all the Beauties of Holinefs, HOLI- 
NESS TO THE LORD was infcribed, not 
on the Mitre^ but on the Heart of our great 
HIGH^PRIEST, Therefore He is ftyled by 
ikt Angelic Harbinger of his Birth, THAT 

HOLY THING*. In tlie Prophecy of 

Zecbariab, the Dignity of our REDEEMER'S 
Nature, and the Perfection of his Obedience, 
are difplayed by the Similitude of a Stone •}-, 
adorned with cxquifite Engraving, Wrought, 

not 

* Luke i. 35. — Which is fpoken, in ConiradiftlnSiton to 
the State of all other Births j and implies the univerfalYrcvz- 
lence of original Corruption, this one Inftance only excepted. 
For, if other Infants were holy at their firft Formation, and 
made after the Image of GOD, this Remark had been tri- 
vial and impertinent, if not droll and burlefque ; like fay- 
ing with great Solemnity, " The Child fhall have a Mouth 
** and a Head j aye, and Eyes in the one, and Lips to the 
<« other." 

t Zechar^ iii. 9, 10. Behold the Stone that I have laid he^ 
fore Jofhua ; upon one Stone Jhall be /even Eyes ; behold! I will 
engr^e the Graving thereof^ faith the LORD of Hojis^ and 
I win reTMVi th^ Iniquity of that Land in one Doy^ 
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not by Bezaleel or Aboliabj though divinely 
infpired Artifts, but by the Finger of JEHO- 
VAH Himfelf ; and more highly finiflied, than 
it is poffible for human Skill to equal, or hu- 
man Thought to conceive. 

The whole Tenour of our LORD's Con- 
du6l, was a living Exemplification of Piety 
and Morality, in their moft extenfive Branches, 
and moft amiable Forms. Saints of the high- 
eft Attainments, have fallen fhort of the Glory 
of GOD; have been far from reaching die 
exalted Standard of his Precepts. ButCflRZST' 
failed in no Point, came fhort in no Degree. 
— We formerly obferved the great Sublimity, 
and vaft Extent of the divine Law. From 
whence appears the extreme Difficulty, nay 
the utter Impoffibility of our Juftification, on 
Account of any Duties performed by Our- 
felves. How ftiould We rejoice then to con- 
template the vicarious Righteoufnefs of our 
condefcending and adorable SURETY? As 
the Mercy-feat was exaftly commenfurate to 
the Dimenfions of the Ark ; fo did our LORD'S 
Obedience mo^ fully quadrate widi all and every 
Demand of the divine Law. It flowed from 
thofe noWe Principles, (upreme Love to GOD, 
and unfeigned Affeftion to Mankind. 

From thofe two capital Sources, let Us trace 
our LORD'S Obedieno^j through ibme little 

Part 
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Part of its iUuftrious Progrcfs, His Delight 

in GOD was conlpicuous, even from his 
earfy Years* The (acred Solemnities of the 
Sanftuary, were more engaging to his youth- 
ful Mind, than all the Entertainments of a 
Feftival.— -When He entered upon his Mi- 
niftry, wJboIe Nights were not too long for his 
copious Devotions. The lonely Retirements 
of the Deiart, as afibrding Opportunity for un- 
diihirbed Communion with GOD, were more 
defirabk to CHRIST'^ than the Applaufes of 
an admiring World. 

So ceafelefs and tranicendent was his Love 
to GOD, that He never fought any feparate 
Pleaiure of his own ; but always did thofe 
Things, which were pleafing in his FATHER'S 
Sight. His own Will was intirely abforpt in 
the Will of the MOST HIGH; and // was 
bis Meat and Drinky refrefhing and delightful 
as the richeft Food, or as royal Dainties, to 
fmjh the Work that was given Him to do *. 

So intirely devoted to the Honour of GOD, 
that a Zeal for his Houfe, and for the Purity 
of his Ordinances, is rcprefented by the evan- 
gelical Hiftorian, as eating Him up -f-. LiJte 
a heavenly Flame, glowing in his Breaft, it 
£>metiroes fired Him with a graceful In- 
dignation; fometimes melted Him into godly 
Sorrow; and, by exerting itfelf in a Va- 
riety 

* John iv. 34, t 7^*« "• 17- 
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riety of vigorous Efforts, confumed his vital 
Spirits. 

So aftive and unremitted vvras the Obedience 
of the bleffed JESUSy that the Sun did not 
enter upon his Race with a more conftant 
Affiduity, nor difpatch his Bufinefs with greater 
Expedition : and fure I am, that radiant Lu- 
minary never difpenfed Beams, half fo bright, 

or a thoufandth Part fo beneficial. Short 

was his Span, but how grand and extenfive 
were his Services. So grand, that they bring 
more Glory to G O D, than all the Admini- 
ftrations of Providence, and all the Phae- 
nomena of Nature. So extenfive, that they 
Ipread, in their gracious Efficacy, to the Ends 
of the Earth, and to the clofing Period of 
Time. Nay, they will diffufe their bleffed In- 
fluence even to the celeflial World, and have 
no other Limits of their Duration than the 
Ages of Eternity. 

Moft affeftionately concerned for the Wel- 
fare of Mankind, He fpent his Strength, not 
baiely in relieving them, when his Aid was 
implored 5 but in feeking the Afflifted, and of* 
fering his Affiflance. With great Fatigue *, 

He 

♦ JESUS being weary with his Jottmey, tKu^t^ilo klu^. 
John iv. 6. — «l«f is thus explained by a Greek Commenta- 
tor, a^rAwf, xai wf fTu;^£. Our LORD fat down, fcuVA- 
eut Ceremony and without Complaint, even on the rough Place: 
contented to ufe it, juft as He found it ; neither defiring a 
fofter Seatj nor wifbing for ajiy better AccQnunpdation.— I 

rather 
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He travelled to remote Cities j and with no 
lefs Condefcenfion, He vifited the meaneft Vil- 
lages; that All might have the Benefit and 
Comfort of his Prefence. Though Multitudes 
of miferable Objefts were brought to Him 
from every Quarter, yet he vsras pleafed even 
to prevent the Wifhes of the Diftrefled, and 
went about doing Good. 

He gave Sight*, and all the agreeable Scenes 
of Nature, to the Blind 5 Health, and all the 
choice Comforts of Life, to the Difeafed. He 
expelled malevolent raging Daemons 5 and re- 
ftored, wrhat is more precious than the Light 
of the Body, or tht Vigour of Conftitution, 
the calm Pofleffion of the intelledlual Facul- 
ties. — ^What greatly furpajfed all the preceding 
Bleffings, He releafed the wretched Soul from 
the Dominion of Darknefs, and from the 
Tyranny of Sin. He made his Followers 

Partakers 

rather think, the Adverb refers to the preceding Adjeftive 
xiKoiri^ntaq^ which fignifies a State of very great Fatigue ; 
weakening a Perfon to fuch a Degree, that He can hardly 
walk vniiijieady Steps, or even fit in an upright Attitude. 
The facred Hiftorian feems to mean, that our L O R D fat 
in fuch a Pofhire, as fpoke the Laflitudc of his Body ; de- 
clared the Failure of his Spirits ; zaAJhewedH'xm to be fpent 
with the Heat of the Day, and the Toil of Traveling. 
Which Circumftance gives a moft beautiful Heightening to 
his Charity aod Zeal, fo generoufly and fo fuccefsfuUy ex- 
erted in the following Conference. 

♦ Exap*«'aTo TO |3A£7rf»v, is the delicate and noble Ex- 
prcfEon of the Evangelift, Luke s\\, 21. He made thm a 
Prefent of Sight. Silver and Gold had He none j but thefe 
were his Gifts 3 fucb were his Alms. 
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Fartakers of a divine Nature, and prepared 
them for a State of never-ending Blifs. 

Such pricelefs Treafures of Wifdom and 
Beneficence flowed from his Tongue, and 
were poured from his Hands! — How different 
thefc Triumphs of Mercy, from the Trophies 
crefted, by wild Ambition, in the bloody Field \ 
If Heathens celebrated thofe mighty Butchers, 
who made Cities their Slaughter-houfe ; made 
half the Globe their Shambles s and meafured 
their Merit, by the Devaftations they fpread > 
how (hould Cbrijlians admire this heavenly 
BENEFACTOR, who rofe upon a wretched 
World, with Healing under his Wings ! Who 
diflributed, far and near, the unfpeakably 
rich Gifts of Knowledge and Hofinefs, of 
temporal Happinefs and eternal Joy ! 

Nor were thefe righteous Afts his ftrange 
Work, but his repeatedy his bourfyy his almoft 
incejfant Employ. Sometimes, We hear Him 
preaching in the Temple, or publiihing his 
glad Tidings in the Synagogues. Sometimes, 
We fee Him teaching in private Houfes, or 
bringing forth the good Things of his Got- 
pel on the Deck of a Ship, At other Times, 
He takes a Mountain for his Pulpit ; the Hea- 
vens are his Sounding-board ^ and all that have 
Ears to hear^ are invited to be his Audi-^ 
ence. Does He lay afidc this folcmn Of- 
fice ? It is only to carry on the fame Defign, 

in 
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in a more condefcending and familiar Manner* 
If he meets with the Pbarifeesj He difcovers their 
Errors, and reproves their Vices ; He confutes 
their Objeftions, and (in cafe they are not 
abfolutely inacceffible to wife Counfel) refti- 
fies their Miftakes. If He vouchfafes to be 
prefent at a Feaft, He furnifhes the richeft, 
incomparably the richeft Part of the Treat. 
Hmey and Milk are under bis tongue *. He in- 
culcates Lowlinefs of Mind on the Vain -f- ; 
He recommends difmterefted Charity to the 
Selfifh J ; and promifes Pardon to the weeping 
Penitent |(. — ^Is He retired from other Compa- 
ny, and furrounded only by his chofen Atten- 
dants ? His Converfation is a Sermon, Whe- 
ther He (it in the inner Chamber, or travel on 
the public Road, or walk through the Corn- 
fields, He is ftill profecuting his great Work ; 
training up his Difciples for their facred Func- 
tion \ and imparting to them, what they may 

communicate to Others. Is He retired from 

all Company ? Even then He does not difcon- 
tinue his Labours of Love, but adds the fer- 
vent Interceffions of the Night, to the chari- 
table Toils of the Day. Yes, when All but 
Himfelf, lay funk in foft Repofe„ this ADVO- 
CATE for a guilty World, was engaged in an 
Exercife of Benevolence \ which, though fecret 

and 

* Cant. iv. ii, f Lukenas. 8. % Luh xiv. I2. 

I Luke vii. 48. 

Vol. hi. E 
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and uftobferved as the falling Dews, was far 
more benefici&l to our beft Interefts, than thofe 
pearly Drops to the languifhing Herbs. 

Moft charming and unparalleled Benignity ! 
He forgot his daily Food, riegle^led bis necefiary 
Reft, to fpend and be Ipentfor the Salvation 
of Mankind. Neither the Hai*d/hip8 ef conti*^ 
nual Self-denial, nor the Calulnniefc of inve- 
nomed Tongues, could divert Hirti from pur- 
fuing this favourite Bufinefs.---^Hc foUght notie 
of your Honours, coveted non6 of your K6^ 
wards, O ye Children of Men I What Be 
fought, what He coveted, w^, to Wear out 
bis Life in your Service, and lay if down for 
your Ranfom. This was all his Dcfire, and 
this indeed He defired earneftlyr-^— He long- 
ed (beneficent, bleffed Being I) He long- 
ed for the fatal Hour. He fevcrely rebuked 
one of his Difciples, who Would have dif- 
fuaded Him from going as a Voluntier to the 
Crofs. He was tvenjiraitened*^ under a Kind 

©f 

' * Luke xif. 50. The original Word ru»i%&/Bt^^ ftems to 
cxprefs the Condition of a Perfon, wedged in, on every Side^ 
by a tumultuous Throng of People. His Hands are ham- 
pered, and his 6ody is confined in a moving Prifoh. He is 
cruflied by the Crowd, and pants for Breath.— How niiift 
fuch a One long to be dlfengaged from thefe very uneafy Cir- 
cumftanccs ! With equal Ardour did our moft beneficent 
Lord defire thofe Sufferings, which were to overwhelm 
Him with Diftrefs, but exalt TJs to Happinefs ; were to bathe 
his Limbs in Blood, but cleanfe our Souls from Sin. — O* 
tXAoi^ hys the fame Hiftorian, rvvl^ao-i o-i x«t «Te6AftSv0's 
JUtki viii. 45. 



of holy Uneafihefs, till the dreadful Work 
was accomplifhed ; till tie was bnpttzed iviib 
the Baptijk of bis Sufferings^ bathed in filood, 
inA plunged in Death. 

By this moft meritorious Ob6di6hce and 
Death, what did He not deferve? What did 
He not procured He procured thofe irieftinia- 
Me Blefflngs, the Pardon of Sin, and Recon- 
ciliatioh With GOD. Prbcured them (O ! Love 
uftttifetited and tJrinleafurable !) fot Prodigals, 
for Traitors, for Rebfcls.— To this it is owing, 
that We, who were Enemies againft GODj 
may call the It I N G of Htaven our Father ; 
may have free Accefs to Him in all our Diffi- 
culties I and majr hcJpe to teign with Him in 
cverlslftirtg Glory, 

Was evef Goodnefs like this Goodncfs * ? 
Werfe eter filefflng^ comparable to thefe Bleff- 

ings? 

^ * CodruSj it is true, devoted Himfelf to Death for the 
Athenians 5 and Curtius threw Himfelf into the yawning 
Giilph, for the Prefcrvation of the Romans, — But thefe died, 
being mere Creatures, and guilty Creatures : whereas, the 
dving JESUS was perfcSfy innocent, and fupremely glo- 
n6iis. — TTieft died, only a little before their Time : but 
CHRIST died, though Hfe h^d Life in Himfelf, and None 
could have taken it from Him, had rfe not voluntarily re- 
figned it. — Thefe died for their valuable Friends^ for Iheir 
, afeflSonate Relttiions^Ju their native Country : but CHRIST 
died for Slaves, for ]^Rmics, for the Ungodly. — They died 
an hbnottirable Death : but CHRIST fubmitted to the moft 
i^dmihious Execution ; CHRIST died under the Imputation 
of htn-rid Crimes, and in thfe Form of an execrable Malc- 
fslftor. — In all thefe Inftances, *s the Heavens are higher 
thUn the Etirth, fo is CHRISTs Love greater than their 
Love i his Philanthropy than their Patriotijm, 

E 2 
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ings ? or purchafed with fuch a Price ? — Hide, 
hide, ybur diminiftied Heads, ye little tranfi- 
tory Donations of Silver and Gold. The 
Riches of a thoiifand Mines, bellowed to feed, 
the Hungry and clothe the Naked, are the 
moft contemptible Trifles, if mentioned with 
the Charity of the teachings the healings the 
bleeding JESUS. Kingdoms given away in 
Alms, if viewed with this infinitely noble Be- 
neficence, would make juft the fame Figure, 
as a Spark from the Summer-hearth, under 

the potent and boundlefs Blaze of Noon, 

This is indeed Love that pajfetb Knowledge *. 

Amidft all thefe Miracles of Power and of 
Love (any one of which would have intitled 
Him to univerfal Admiration, and everlafting 
Honour) how humble was our SAVIOUR ! O' 
Humility — ^Virtue dear to the moft High GOD^ 

and peculiarly amiable in Man never didft 

Thou 

* Eph,\\\. 19. This Expreflion, as 2\kxhQ principal Cir-' 
cumftance of Superiority hinted in the preceding Note, are 
founded on xht Divinity of our LORD. And indeed the . 
Expreflion is fcarce juftifiable, the Aflertion is hardly true, 
upon any other Suppofition. A Creature dying for a Crea- 
ture, is, though great, yet not incomtrehenjible Goodnefs. 
But, when We view the Sufferings^ CHRIST^ and the 
Bleffings of Redemption, furrounded with all the Splendor 
of the DEITY j they dazzle our Underftanding, and fill 
Us with holy Aftonifliment* They appear to be the Effe<Sts 
of a Love, never to be fpoke of but in the Language of 
Wonder y never to be thought of but . with an Extafy of 
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Thou appear in fo charming a Drefs, or Tq 
ftriking a Light. 

At his Birth, not accommodated with a 
magnificent Palace, but lodged in a Stable, 

and laid in a Manger. As He advanced in 

Years, not attended and ferved with a royal 
Revenue, but earning his Bread by the Sweat 

of his Brow. When He entered upon his 

minifl:erial Office, not the leaft oftentatious 
Parade appeared, in the Performance of all 
his - wonderful Works. So far, fo very far 
from affecting the Acclamations of the Po- 
pulace, that He often impofed Silence on thofe 
unlpeakably indebted Lips, which were ready 
to overflow with Praife, and would fain have 
been the Trumpets of his Fame. 

Though a Voice from Heaven proclaimed 
Him, The BELOVED of his Almighty FA- 
THER 'y He difdained not to own the ignoble 
Charader of the Carpenters Son *. Though 
PRINCE of the Kings of the Earth, He con- 
defcended to wafh the Feet of mean Fifhermen, 
and vile Sinners f . Though PROPRIETOR 
and LORD of the whole World, He was con- 
tent to be more deftitute than the Fowls of 
the Air, or the Foxes of the Defart X : more 
deftitute (aftoniftiing Abafement !) than the 
rooft infgnijicant and moft hated Animals. 

Gran- 

•• Matt. xiii. 53. t John xiii. 14, % Matt. viii. 20. 
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Grandeur, We find, is apt to beget Expecr 
tations of fuperior Regard : confequently,' 
^ives a keener Edge to every Affront, and 
renders the Mind more tenderly fenfible of 
every Difrefpedl, But our LQRD's Meeinefs 
was as great as his Dignity ; and that, through.- 
put a Series of fuch unfufferable Provocations, 
as were equaled by nothing, but thq Sweets 
nefs of his forgiving Grace. 

When rudely affronted. He calmly bore, 
and kindly overlooked the Infult. — ^When con- 
tradifted by petulant ^nd preju^mptuom Sinners, 
He endured, vjrith the utmoft Serenity of 
Temper, their unreafonable Cavils, and their 
obflinate Perverfenefs, — When his Invitatiohs, 
his endearing Invitations^ to be wife and happy, 
were ungratefully and ftubbomly rejefted ; in^ 
ftedd of remitting. He renewed them ; and, 
with ftill warmer Affeftion, importuned his- 
Hearers not to forfeit their own Mercies. — r^ 
When all the winning Arts of Perfuafion were 
ineffedual. He added his Tears to his flighted 
Intreaties i and lamented as a Brother, when 
fcornfully repulfed as a Teacher, 

Though bis Difciples flept, ftupidly (lept, 
when his bitter Cries pierced the ^louds, ?ui4 
were enough to awaken the very Stones into 
Compaffion ; did their divine but flighted 
MASTER refent the Unkindnefs ? Did He 
refule to admit w Excufe for their Neglefl ? 
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Yea, He made their Excufe; and that the 
moft tender and gracious imaginable; TheSpi^ 
rit is mlHngy but the Fkjh is w^ak *. — When his 
Emmies had nailed Him to the Crofs, as the 
bafeft Slave, and moft flagitious Malefador 1 
when they were glutting their Malice, with his 
Torments and Blood ; and fpared not to revile 
Him, even in his laft expiring Agonies ; far, 
very igx from being exalperated, this HERO 
pf Heaven repaid all their Contempt and Bar« 
parity, with the moft fervent and efFe6lual 
Supplications in their Behalf. FARTHER, 
ftn-give tbemy was his Prayer : for^ they inow 
mt iufbat they do -f, was his Plea. 

Nor was his Refignatim lefs exemplary than 
liis Meeknefs. He went out to meet Afflic- 
tions, when they came in liis F A T H E R'^ 
Name, and commiffioned from his FATHER'S 
JIand* He gave, without the leaft Keluc* 
tance, his Back to the Smiters, and hid not 
his Face from Shame and Spitting. Though 
Jiis Soul, his very Soul was penetrated with 
the keeneft Senfations of Anguifh; yet, no 
impatient Thought difcompofed his Mirfd, no 
murmuring Word forced its Way from his 
Lips. FAl'HERy not my Will, but thine be 
done :{:, was his Language j when the Sorrows 
of Death compaffed Him, and the Pains of 

Hell 

* Mctt, xxvi, 41. t Lukt'mm. 34. % Luh 

xxU.42. 

E4 
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Hell gat hold upon him *. When they gaped 
upon him with their Mouth j and ftnote Him upon 
the Cheek reproachfully. When his Face was foul 
with Spittings and on his Eyelids was the Sha- 
dow of Death. When GOD delivered Him to 
the Ungodly^ and turned Him over into the Hands 
of the Wicked. Tea, when the ALMIGHT'T 
fet him for the Mark of his Arrows^ and brake 
Him with Breach upon Breach. When the Wea- 
pons of his Wrath cleft his very Reins afunder^ 
and poUred his Gall upon the Earth -f. Amidft 
all this exquifite Diftrefs, He finned not by the 
leaft irregular Perturbation ^ but bowed his. 
Head, and dutifully kifled the divine Rod, and 
ordially blefTed his very Murderers. 
Thus did the whole Choir of aSiive and 
paJJiveYirXxxts abound and fliine in our LORD : 
abound with the richeft Variety, and fhine 
with the higheft Luftre. Infinitely furpafling 
that curious Aflemblage of coftly Gems, which 
ftudded the Aaronic Breaft-plate | ; and, as 
far as earthly Things can reprefent heavenly, 

type- 

* Pfah cxvi. 3. 

t Thefe tragical Images are borrowed from the Book of 
*Joh^ who was an eminent Type of a fuffering SAVIOUR ; 
and, though they are the very Eloquence of Woe, do not 
exaggerate, nay, cannot exprefs, that inconceivable Anguifh; 
which wrung a bloody Sweat from our blefled MASTER'* 
Body, and forced from his Lips that melancholy Exclama- 
tion - My Soul is forrowful— exceeding forrowful^orroiuful 
even unto Death, See Job xvi, 

X Exod.xxym J7> 18^ 19) 20. 
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typefied the Splendor of our REDEEMER'S 
Righteoufnefs. 

In all this, he a£led as GOD's righteous Ser^ 
vantj and as his People's righteous Surety. — B/ 
all this. He fulfilled every Jot and Tittle of 
the divine Law \ nay. He more than fulfilled ^ 
He magnified it. He gave it (if I may apply, 
the moft beautiful AUufion that ever was ufed, 
to the moft noble Subjeft that ever was difcuft 
ed) good Meafure^ prejfed domon^ andjhaken toge-- 
ther^ and running over *. 

He defied the mpft vigilant of his Enemies 

to convince him of Sin. ^A more malignant, 

a far more fagacious Adverfary than the Scribes 
and Pharifees, could deteft no Blemifti in our 
LORD JESUS. The Prince of this World, that 
infernal Tyrant, who had deceived and in- 
flaved the Nations of the Earth, came and found 
nothing in Him -f- s not the leaft Corruption in 
his Nature, nor the leaft Defe6l in his Obedi- 
ence. 

He hath done all "things well J, was the gene- 
ral Acclamation of Mankind : or, as the Words 
may be rendered, He hath done all Things 
finely and gracefully j|. With every Circum- 
jftance, that can conftitute the Propriety and 
Dignity, the Utility and Beauty of Adion. 

J 

* Luh vi. 38. t 7^*« xiv. 30. X Mwrk vii. 37. 
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/ have glqr4j(d ^bee gn J^artb *, W4S hi§ Qwn 

.Profeffion before the moft High QQD. | 

have glorified Thee, in all that I afted, in all 

that I fpeke, in ^Jl that I A^ffered. } have dif- 

played the IVt^gnifi^ppcc of thy Majefty, th« 

jliche§ of thy Grace, and thP JJonQ^r pf <?// 

thy Attfihijtps. Infpmych th?t wh^qfeetk ME, 

feetb tbe F^IfEH f -, whoever is properly ac-^ 

quaintpd with my PgrfDn and my Work of Rg-r 

demptiqn, fee; the invifihl? ajid knpvyrs the in-r 

compfehenfiblg P E I T V s f??s his venerable, 

his amiable, his ador^bl^ Perfeftipns^ in ih^ 

cleareft Mirror, ^nd in the bfighteft Light J. 

GOD alfo, who is the fupreme Standard 
and unerring Judge of Excellency, bore his 
Teftimony to pur \>kM MEPIATOR. He 
Ipoke it pnce, yea twice, an4 v^ith a Voice 
frpm Heaven. — r-ln the Conititutipn of the 
material World, when it came forth frpm thQ 
pRpATOR's Hand, Omniffience itfelf conW 
difcern no Flaw. Neither could Juftice itfelf, 
upon the ftrifteft Inquiry, difcover any Fair 
Ure in the Obedience of pur SURETY. As 
therefore it was faid, concerning the Work§ 
pf Creation, Tbey arf (^l very gc^d^ s So itf 

* John xvii. 4. f 7^^? *»• 45- 

X Therefpre CHRIST is (aid to be Kirxi^yaTiAX mg Jofuf^ 
Hch. i. 3. Not barely the Glory, but t/u very BtighUufs of 
fcs FATHER'S Glory : Or, the Glory of the GODHEAD^ 
beamine forth with ade^tdaU^ that is, with ineffable and inii« 
liit^ Splendor; 

I Q€n, i, 31, 
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was faid, concerning our SAVIQUR, and by 
t|je fame Almighty MAJESTY, In Him I am 
nvellpleafed*. 

Ypu took Notice, and very juftly, how much 
the Prpfivjftions of Nature exceed and eclipfe thp 
Attempts of human Skill. We are pleafed 
with the l^erfonpsncps of the Painter : hut do 
they equal the native Blufh of the Rofe, of 
the artlfifs Glow of a Pea-Bloflbm? We arp 
ichftrmed with a fine Piece of Enameling ; but 
is it fit to be comparfld with the natural Polifli, 
of a thoufan4 Shells which are formed in the 
Ocean, Of a thoufand Seeds which fpring from 
the Earth ? We admire the Virtues of the an^ 
tient Saints i Men " that were honoured in 
** their Generation, and the Glory of theif 
^' Times •j'/' We admire the Meeknefs of 
J^lofes^ and the Magnanimity of Elijah \ the 
exalted Piety of Ifaiab^ and the inlarged Wif-i. 
dom of Daniel', the aftive Spirit of yojhua^ 
and the paffive Graces of Jeremiah. But what 
Propprtion, put them all together — what Pro- 
portion do they all bear to HIS Obedience, who 
is gone into Heaven^ ^gels and Authorities an4 
J^owers being madefubjeSl unto Him % ? Who is 
called the HOLY ONE and the JUSTW ^ not 
only by way of Emphafis, but by way of Ex^ 
(lufion. Becaufe, no Perfon is worthy of the 

Ch^in 

* Matt, ill, 17. f Ecclef, xliv. 7. 

\ I Pit. iii, 2z; 11 A^ivX. 14* 
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Charafler, no Duties deferve to be mentioned, 
when CHRIST and his Merits are under Con- 
fideration. 

If then We talk of Merit, what Merit muft 
there be in fuch immaculate Sanftity of Soul, 
and fuch exemplary Holinefs of Condu6l ; fuch 
ardent Zeal for GOD, and fuch compaffionate 
Good-will to Man; fuch confummate Wor- 
thinefs, and extenfive Ufefulnefs ? Such as were 
utterly unknown before ; have been abfolutely 
unequaled fmce ; and never will, nor can be 
paralleled, throughout all Ages ! — O my T&e-^ 
ron ! What is the Drop of a Bucket to the un- 
fathomable Waves of the Ocean ? What is a 
Grain of Sand to the unmeafurable Dimen- 
fions of the Univerfe ? What is an Hour or a 
Moment to the endlefs Revolutions of Eternity ? 
Such are all human Endowments, and all hu- 
man Attainments, compared with this match- 
lefs Righteoufnefs of CHRIST JES US. 

Think not, that what I have written is the 
Language of Rant. It is a Paraphrafe, though, 
I muft confefs, but a fcanty Paraphrafe, on 
DavtVs Praftice and David's Faith. My Mouth 
Jhall Jhew forth thy Righteoufnefs and thy Salva- 
tion all the Day *, for I know not the Numbers 

thereof 

« 

♦ Pfah Ixxi. 15. I cannot but obferve, that Righteoufnefs 
and Salvation are frequently connefted, by the Author of the 
PfalmSy and by the Prc^het Ifaiah. In order to intimate, 
that the one is founded on the other j the latter derives its 

Origin 
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ibereof. The glorious Righteoufnefs of CHR/57', 
and the great Salvation obtained thereby, He 
declares, Ihall be the chofen, the principal Sub- 
jeft of his Difcourfe. And not on a Sabbath 
only, but on every Day of the Week, of the 

Year, 

Origin from the former; there can be no Salvation without 
a Rightcoufnefs, a real, proper. Law-fulfilling Righteouf- 

nefe. At the fame Time, lam fenfible, that the Word 

Righteoufnefs may fignify GOD's Goodnefs in making, and 
Faithfulnefs in performing, his Promifes unto David. Sal- 
vation may likewife denote the Delivery of that afflifbed Hero 
from all hbPerfecutors, and his Eftablifhment on the Throne 
oUfrael. 

But if We (hould confine the Scnfe to thefe narrow Limits, 
how comfortlifs the Favour even to David Himfelf, confi- 
dered as an immortal Being. How much more inftgnificant 
to Us and Others, on whom the Ends of the World are 
come. And how very unworthy of that infinite GOD, who 
is the Father of the Spirits of all Flefh ; who fees, at one 
View, whatever is, or has been, or (hall exift ; who there- 
fore, when He fpeaks, fpeaks to all his Children, in every 
Period of Time, and in every Nation under Heaven. As 
much as a Tutor, when delivering his Ledures, addrefles 
Himfelf to all his Pupils, whether they fit at his Right-hand 
or his left, before Him or on every Side. 

Whereas, if Righteoufnefs fignifies the meritorious Obe- 
dience of CHRIST^ and Salvation implies the Benefits of 
his Redemption, the Senfe is no longer fhrivelcd, impove- 
rifhed, and mean j but rich^ ^^g^ifU and magnificent. It 
pours Confolation among all People, Kindreds, and Tongues. 
It is worthy of that GOD, who feeth the Things, and re- 
gardcth the Perfons, which are not as though they were. It 
comports exaflly with that Revelation, in which CHRIST 
is the Alpha and Omega^ the Beginning and the Ending, the 
Sum total. 

This Note is already too long ; othcrwife I (hould take 
leave to gratify my Inclination, and give a Sanation to my 
Sentiment, by tranfcribing Vitringas Expofition of Jjai. 
xlv. 8, 
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Year, of his Life. And ritrt barely at fhe ftated 
Returns of folfemri Devotion, btit in every fo^ 
cial Interview, dnd all the Da) ifng.-^Why 
will He thus dwell, perpetually and invari- 
ably dwell, on this one Theme ? Becaufe, He 
knew no End thereof. It is impoffible to meafure 
the Value, or exhauft the Fulnefs of thefe Blef. 
lings. The Righteoiifriefs is unfpestkaMe, the 
Salvation is everlafting. "to compute the Dura- 
tion of the One, Numbers fail 5 t6 defcribef the 
Excellency of the Other, Words are at a Lois. 
Hfere therefore Millions of Sinners mzyfutki 
and befatisfied with thefe Breajls of Confolatiohs : 
yea, Thoulkrids of Millions may milk oiit^ and 
Be delighted with the Ahunddnci of their Glory * 
—Here we ihall find the Do6trine of Supere^ 
rogation^ Tto longer a Chimera, btit a dfelight- 
fiil Reality^ l^ere indeed is an iirimenle Sur- 
pltifag^, ah inexhauftiblc Fund of Merit -f-, 
Ihftcient to enrich a whole World 6f indigent 
and milerable Cteatures: fufiicient to make 
their CU|) tun over with a fuperabtftdant Fal- 

nefi 



♦ Ifai, 
t Yctt 



I<vi. II. 
t here IS no rich Fund (as a learned Writer aflerfs) no 
Fund at 2Xiyfor the Popes Treafury of meritorhus fupererogat- 
iftg Adions : uhlefs CHRIST and the Pope are to be placed 
upon the fame Footing ; unlefs the inefFabty excellent Obe- 
dience of a divine REDEEMER, and the miferably defec- 
tive Duties of finful Men, are to be deemed equally valuable* 
-^Since this will hardly be adflirtted by Proieftantt \ I be- 
lieve, Afpafio may fafely call the Obedience of CHRIST^ Tb§ 
irue Supererogation \ as Mr. Ambrofe has called the Blood of 
CHRIST^ Ihi tm Purgatory. 
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liefs efPeaefe aild Joy, ib lohg as tiriife ftlall 
ifl, afld Whfen Tiifie flidll be ilo mdrt. t^or, 
m ufe the Apdffle's weiglify Argtimetlt, If ^ 
c«^ Mz/lV ^ffeiitei IDedtb feighed by one; fhnch 
more they nvbieh tecti^e Jibkndance of Grace y nnd 
of the Gift of Right eoufnefii jhall teign in Life 
by one, JESUS CHRIST' *. If one OfFence, 
committed by one mere Man, made all his 
Pofterity chargeable with Guilt, and liable 
to Ceath: how much more fhall the mani-^ 
yW/ Inftarices of cnit Jivifu Kl^DEEM^ 
E R's ObfcdlenGcfi hislctog, uiiinterhipted^ don- 
fummate Righfeoulhefsj-^si^-hoW itluch more 
fliall fhiy abfolvfc all his Pedple frewi Gdfldfem- 
natioh and Puilifhmant^ and intitk th^Ol to 
the Honobrs and Joys of Immortality ! 

Which Thrill appd^r in a clearer Light, ifi to 
the Peifeftitm of his Obedience, We add the 
Majejiy of his Peifon. A proper Subjed this, 
fot fddie futdre Letter.-^In the mean Tiriie/let 
me defire my Friend, the Friend off my Bbfbm, 
to ccJiltemplate our LORD J^SUS under that 
lorely and auguft Chardfter, Glorious in Ho- 
liness -f i And for my Part, I wUl not cfeafe 
to pray, that a Senfe of this fuperettiiheiitly 
gralid krid precious Righteoufnefs liiay be writ- 
ten on my 7'beron's Heart.-^^— On thofe living 
Tables j ftiay it be like Figures cxtt on a Rock 
of iblid Mdrble, or Infctibed on the Bark of a 

gf owing 

♦ Rffm. V. 17. + Exod. xv, 11. 
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growing Tree : be lajiing in its Duration as 
the former, ^xAJpreading in its Influence as the 
latter. — It will then be a fure Proof, that his 
Name is written in the Book of Life j and it 
lliall then be a pleafing Pattern for 

the AffeSliofiy 
the Gratitude J 

and the Friendjhip^ of 

bis As? Asi o.' 

P.S. You give a moft aftonifhing Account of 
the Prejfure of the Atmofphere. Aftonifh- 
ing indeed ! That we ftiould be continu- 
ally furrounded, continually overwhelmed, 
with fuch a tremendous Load 5 and not 
becruftiedto death, no, nor be fenfible of 

the leaft Weight. This, I think, may 

ferve to reprefent the State of a Sinner, 
unawakened from carnal Security. Loads, 
more than mountainous Loads of Guilt, 
are upon his Soul, and He perceives 
not the Burden. For this Reafon, He is 
under no Apprehenfions of the Vengeance 
and fiery Indignation, which He deferves ; 
He has no fuperlative Efteem for the 
Atonement and Merits of the REDEEM- 
ER, which alone can deliver Him from 
the Wrath to come. But, if once his Con- 
icitnQQfeelsy what his Lips, perhaps, have 
^ often repeated s We do earnejily repent Us 
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of thefe our Mi/doings ; the Remembrance of 
them is grievous unto Usy the Burden of them 
is intolerable ; then how will He prize fuch 
a Text; The LORD laid on CHRIST the 
Iniquity of Us all! How will He long for 
an Intereft in the LAMB of GOD, ra6/c/j 
taieth away the Sin of the World! Then, 
that JESUS who has fnijhed the Tran/gref- 
fiony and brought in everlajling Right coufnefs^ 
will be all his Salvation, and all his Defire. 




LETTER VIIL 

Aspasio/<9Theron. 

Dear T h e R o n, 

I HAVE juft been reading that exquifitely fine 
Piece of facred Hiftory, The Life of Jofeph. 
AHiftory — filled with fufprifing Incidents, and 

unexpefted Revolutions adorned with the 

moft heroic Inftances of triumphant Virtue, 
both amidft the Allurements of Temptation, 
and under the Prelfures of Afl3i6lion ani- 
mated with fuch tender and pathetic, fuch 
melting and alarming Touches of natural Elo- 
quence, as every Reader muft fecl^ and every 
true Critic will admire. 

Vol. hi. F When 
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When I came to that remarkable Injunc- 
tion, with which the generous Viceroy dif- 
miffed his Brethren; TeJkaUtell my Father of 
all my Ghry in Egypt *-^— I paufed 1 pon- 
dered — I was flruck. Certainly, this was in- 
joined, not by way of Oftentation ; but on ac- 
count of the Pleafure, which. He knew, it 
would yield the good old Patriarch.r— Was it 
fome kind prompting Angel, or the Voice of 
Gratitude and Devotion> that whifpered in 
my Ear ? " Should not the Children of Men 
*' likewife tell one another of aU the Glory *f^> 
« which their REDEEMER poffcffcs in Hea- 
«* ven and on Earth ? Will not this afford 
" them the fuUimeft Pleafure Here, and be a 

" Source 

* Gen. x!v. 13. 

t To fei thi Ghry of CHR IS T, is the grind BIcffing, 
which our LORD fohcits and demands for his Difciples, in 
his laftfokomliitercefBoii. Joinxwii. 24. It is that, whkh 
will complete the BleSedneis of Heaven ; and fill its Inhabi- 
tants with Joy unfpeakable and glorious. — Surely, then, We 
jbould endeavour fo antic^ati^ in fome Degree, that celef- 
tial filifs ; and habhuaU our Souls to this facfed Exercife^ 
which "Mdll be our Bufmefs and our Reward to endleia 
Ages. 

Should the Reader defu-e Affiftance in this impoxtant 
Work, I would refer Him to a little Treatife of Dr. Owen's^ 
intitled, MuUtations on the Ghry of CHRIST :^*T\s little 
in Size, not fo in Value. Was I to fpeak of it, in the daf- 
fical Style, I fhould call it, aureus^ gemmeuSy nuUiius. But 
1 would rather fay, it is richly rcplcniflied with that UnSfion 
from the HOLTuNEy which tends to inlighten the Eyes^ 
and chear the Heart ; which fweetens the Ei^joyments of 
Life, foftens the Horrors of Deaths and prepares for the 
f luitiom of Eternity* 



•' Source of divine Satisfafbion for ever and 
« ever ?'* 

Though I had almoft determined to write 
no more, till You could make z Demand^ 
upon the Foot of Falue received; willingly I 
recede from my intended Refolution, and obey 

this pleating Hint. But who can declare the 

mile J^s of the LORD JESUS CHRIST, 

&rjhew forth all his Praije ? However, if I 

may but li^ out his adorable Name, and pre- 
fent my Friend with a GUmpfe^ or a broken 
View of his divine PeflTeftions, even this will 
be defirable and delightful. Far more defirable 
and delightful, than to behold Rome in its 
Magnificence, St. Paul in the Pulpit, or King 
Solomon on his Throne *. 

Let me take the Lark for my Patterns 
which, as I was lately returning from an Even- 
ing Ramble, attrafted my Obfervation, 

Warbling her CREATOR'S Praife, fhe 
mounted in the fcrene Sky. Still fhe warbled, 
and ftill fhe mounted, as though fhe meant to 
carry her Tribute of Harmony unto the very 
Gates of Heaven. Having reached, at laft, 
her highefl Elevation, and perceiving herfelf 
at an immenfe Diflance from the flarry Man- 
fions, Ihc dropped on a fudden to the Earth ; 

and 

* Th^fc, if I remember right, arc th^ three Things, 
which St. Auguftine declared, would, gf all others, moft 
enuocAtly gratify his Curiofity, 

F z 
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and difcontinued, at once, both to fing, and to 

foar. Now the Morning appears, and is 

awakening the World, our little Songfter re- 
tunes her Throat, and re-exerts her Wings. — 
As I have endeavoured, very imperfectly en- 
deavoured, to ftrike out 2iJ}:adowy Draught of 
our L O R D's complete Obedience; I would, 
though unequal to the Tafk, once more re- 
fume my Pen, and attempt nothing Uke a 

Difplay, but only a faint Sketch of his ejfential 
Dignity. 

Firft let me obferve, that for fome Time 
paft. We have been vifited with the moft un- 
comfortable Weather ; dewlefs Nights^ and ful" 
try Days. The Firmament was more like a 
glowing Furnace, than the Region of refrefh- 
ing Rain. — r The Eaith lay parched with 
Third, and chapped with Heat. The Mea- 
dows were drained of their Humidity, and all 

the Flowers hung their fading Heads. The 

Streams, which ufed to flow parallel with the 
verdant Margin, abandoned their Banks ; and 
funk, diminilhed and difcoloured, to the Bottom 

of their oozy Channels. Nature in general 

feemed to be refigning the " Robe of Beauty, 
" for the Gaiment of Heavinefs." Drought was 
in all our Borders ; and Fa?ni?ie, We feared, 
was not far behind. — Clouds of Duft, obfcured 
the Airj tainilhcd the Hedges 5 and almoft 

fmo- 
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^mothered the Traveler: but not one Cloud 
oi fleecy White appeared, to variegate the blue 
•Expanfe, or give Us Hopes of a reiving 
Shower *. 

It reminded me of that awful Threatening, 
denounced by Mofes on a wicked People y Thy 
Heaven y that is over tfjy Head^floall he Brafs ; and 
the Earthy that is under T^hee^ Jhall be Iron^. — 
It made me apprehenfive of that terrible State, 
which the Prophet fo emphatically defcribes; 
T*he Field is wafledy and the Land mourneth. The 
Seed is rotten under the C/ods, and the Harvejl 
perijheth. The Garners are laid defolate^ and the 
Barns are broken down. — The new Wine is dried 
up ; the Oil languifljeth ; a?2d all the Trees of the 

Field are withered. How do the Beafls groan I 

The Herds of Cattle are perplexed. Tea^ the 
Flocks of Sheep are made defolate. Becaufe^ the 
Rivers of Waters are dried iip^ and the Fire hath 
devoured the Paflures of the Wildernefs J. — But, 
bleffed be the Divine PROVIDENCE, our 
Fears are vaniflied, and a mod joyful Change 
has taken Place, The LORD hath j^/// agra-^ 

cious 
. * At fuch a Tunfture, how pertinent is the Queftion, 
propofed by the Almighty MAJESTY ? Job xxxviii. 37, 
38. JVho can number y muftcr or arrange, the Clouds inWtf- 
dom? So as to have them ready at hand, on any Emergen- 
cy. And who can empty thofe Bottles of Heaven^ in copious 
but feafonable Eftufions upon the Earth ? tyhen^ as in the 
Cafe defcribed above, the Dujl of the Roads is attenuated into 
Pewd^r^ p^i^^ r\'p''i2, ^^^ ^*^ ^^^ds of the Valley are glued 
fajl together, 1pn7 

t Dcut. xxviii. 23. j Jodu 10, &c, 

F3 
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cious Rain on bis Ltberitance^ and refrejhed it^ 
when it was weary *. 

Yefterday in the Afternoon, the Wind (hift- 
ing to the South, roufed the dormant Clouds, 
and brought fome of thofe agreeable Strangers 
on its Wings.— At firft, they came failing in 
finaU, and thin, and fcattered Parties. Anon» * 
the flying Squadrons advanced in larger Dc* 
tachments, more clofely wedged, and more 
deepfy laden. Till at laft, the great Rendez-^ 
vous completed, they formed into a Body of 
fuch prodigious Depth, and extended their 
Wings with fuch an unmeafurable Sweep, as 
darkened the Sun, and overfpread the whole 
Hemifphcre. 

Juft at the Clofe of Day, the Gales that 
eicorted the fpongy Treafures, retired) and 
configned their Charge to the Difpdal of a 
profound Calm. Not a Breeze (hook the moft 
tremulous Leaf. Not a Curl ruffled the fmooth 
expanfiveLake. All Things were ftill, as in at^ 
tentive ExpeSation. The Earth feemed to gafp 
after the hovering Moifture. Nature, withh^ 
fuppliant Tribes, in expreflive pleading Silence, 
foUcited the falling Fruitfulncfs. Nor pleaded 
long, nor folicited in vain. 

The Showers^ gentle, foft, and balmy, dc- 
fcend. The Veflels of Heaven unload their 
precious Freight, and enrich the penurious 

Okbe« 

• Pfal Ixviii. 9; 
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Glebe. Through all the Night, the h'quid 
Sweetne($> incomparably more beneficial than 
trickling Silver> diftils ; fhedding Hefbs, and 
Fruits, and Flowers, — Now the Sun, mildznd 
refulgent^ ifliies through the Portals of the 
Baft. Pleafed, as it were» to have emerged 
£rom the late aggravated Darknefs, He looks 
abroad with peculiar Gaiety, and the mofi: 
engaging Splendors. He looks through the 
difburdened Air, and finds a gladdened World, 
that wants nothing but his aH-cbearing Beams, 
to render her Satisfaction complete. 

77^ Gkry comes ! — Hail to thy rifing Ray^ 
Great Lamp of Lights and fecond Source of 

Day! 
Who robe the Worldy each nipping Gale remove^ 
Treat every Senfe^ and beam creating Love *. 
At his aufpicious Approach, the frcfhened 
Mountains lift their Heads, and fmile. The 
Garden opens its aromatic Stores ; and breathes, 
as from a fuming Altar, Balm to the Smell, 
and Incenfe to the Skies. The little Hills, 
crowned with fpringing Plenty, clap their 
Hands on every Side. The moiftened Plains, 
and irriguous Valleys, laugh and fing. While 
their Waters, lately exhaufted, again are made 
deepy and their Rivers run Hie Oil f. 

The 

* TThcfc beautiful Lines arc borrowed from the Se a-piece^ 
Canto IV. A narratory^ philofophical^ and defcriptive Pocm^ 
written by my ingenious Friend, Dr. Kiripatrid. 

t £zii. xxxii. 14, 

F4 
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The Earthy fafuratcd with the Bounty of 
Heaven, and Jlujled v/ith hunfiid Life, wears a 
thoufalid Marks of Gratitude and Complacen- 
cy. Wafhed by the copious Rain, how bright 
and vivid is the univerfal Verdure ! The green 
Carpet below, may almoft vie with the blue 
Canopy above. — The Foreft, and every Tree, 
burnifti their Colours, and array themfelves in 
their fineft Apparel. Which, as on a Day of 
general Feftivity, is delicately decked with 
Gems : Gems of unfullied Luftre, and of ge- 
nial Moifture. — ^From every Pafture, and from 
all the Grove, the Voice of Pleafure and of 
Melody refounds. While the officious Zephyrs 
waft the floating Harmony, blended with 
native Perfumes; gently waft them to the 
Senfes, and touch the very Soul with Tranf- 
port. 

Could there be a more brilliant Appearance, 
or more exuberant Demonflrations of Joy, 
even to celebrate the Anniverfary of Nature's 
Birth ? With what admirable Propriety has the 
Pfabmjl compared yonder orient Sun, in all 
his fparkling Grandeur, to a young exulting 
Bridegroom -f ; who comes forth, with every 
heightened Ornament from his Chamber, to 
fhew Himfelf in the moll diflinguifhed Period 
of his Life, and to receive the Bleffing that 
confummates his Happinefs ! 

This 

* PJal. XIX. 5, 



Let 8. Aspasio/^Theron. 73 

This moft charming and equally majeftic 
Scene, recals to my Memory that fine Defcrin- 
tion of the MESSIAH, extant in the laft lovely 
Strains of the Ifraelitijh Swan"^ — HE Jhallbe 
yrelcome and falutary as the Light of the Mom^ 
ing ; when the Sun arifethy to chafe the malig- 
nant Shades, and pour Day through the re- 
viving World, He fhall be as the Light of a 
Morningy that is moft ferenely fair j without 
either Storms to difturb, or Clouds to obfcure 
the glorious, the delightful Dawn. Yea, his 
Appearance fhall be more beautiful^ and his In- 
fluences more benefcial -fy than the clear Shining 

of 

* 2 Sam. xxiii. 3. Ifraelitijh Swan — In AUufion to thofc 
well-known Lines of the Poet, 

Multa Dircaum levat Jura Cygnum, 

And not without a Reference to the popular Notion, that 
the Swan fings the moft melodious Notes in its laft Moments. 
Fuit hac facundi Scnis quaficygnea Fox, Tully. 

t More beautiful^ more heneficialy than the clear Shining.-^ 
Thus We have ventured to tranflate, or rather to paraphrafe, 
the Words njlli!3 That the Prefix Q often occurs in the 
Acceptation of comparative Pre-eminencey is plain from a 
very remarkable Paflage in Pjal, xix. 11. Where our in- 
spired Author, quite raviflied with the Love of the facred 
Oracles, declares ; They are deftrable beyond Goldy even be- 
yond fine Gold ; and fweet beyond Honey y even beyond the 
Droppings of the Honeycomb. 

If this Senfe is admitted, We fliall have a fine Compa- 
rifon, and a grand Advance upon it; acknowledging the 
Infufficiency even of the boldeft and brighteft Images, to re* 
prefent the Glory of CHRISTs Kingdom, and the Benig- 
nity of his Adminiftration— Perhaps, the Tranflation may 

be 
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of that grand Luminary, afttr a Night of 
fettled Gloom, and Showers of inceilant Rmn. 
When his Beams fhed animating Warmth, 
and vital Luftre, w the tender Grafs impearled 
with Dews, and on all the green Treafures ff 
the teeming Earth. 

As We have abready contemplated the blefled 
JESUS, under the amiable Character of the 
JUST ONE 5 the foregomg Paffiigc of Scrip- 
ture reprefents Him to our Faith, in the more 
majefticQuality of THE LORD OF GLORY. 
—Or rather, unites the two grand Peculiari- 
ties, which render Him unparalleled in his per- 
fonal, and all-fufficient in his mediatorial Ca- 
pacity. 

Great, unfpeakably great and glorious would 
our SAVIOUR appear ; if We had no other 
Manifeftations of his Excellency, than thc^ 
which preceded his myfterious Incarnation. 
—In the antient Scriptures, He (lands cha- 
racterized, as the fupreme Objeft of G O D*s 
ineffable Complacency ; vefted with a Glory, 
prior to the Birth of Time, or the Exiftence 
of Things ; even the Glory, wbicb He badnmtb 
the FATHER, before the fForU ^as*.—Hc is 

every 

be too free and daring, and not approve itfelf to the exaft 
Critic. The Senfe, however, is unqueftionablyjuft; agree* 
able to the whole Tenour of Scripture ; and can want QO 
Recommendation to the intelligent Cbrijiian. 
* John xvii. 5. 
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every where exhibited, as the ultimate Defire 
of ^ Nations ; the fole Hope of all the Ends 
of the Earth ; the Seed, of ineftimable and 
univerfiil Importance, in whom all People, 
Nations, and Languages (hould be blelfed.^--'-^ 
In thofe royal, or rather divine ASs and Mo-- 
numefftSy He is publicly recognized, as Th6 
RULER of OOUs People : Whofe Dominion 
b an everlaiting Dominion^ and his Kingdom 
from Generation to Generation* And how 
auguft, how venerable^ is this SOVEREIGN I 
Since it was the higlfeft Honour of the moft 
eminent Saints, and renowned Monarchs*, 
to a6i as his Barbingers^ Every infpired Pro- 
phet was his Herald^ deputed to blazon his 
Perfe6Hons, or foretel his Coming. The 
Splendor of the Temple, the Richnefs of its 
Ornaments, and the Solemnity of its Services, 
were the Enfigns of his Grandeur ; were his 
facred RegaUa^ intended to ufher Him into 
the World writh becoming State. 

Does not all Mankind agree to eftimate the 
Merit of the Pradlice, according to the Dig^ 
fdtj of the Perfon ? If a Neighbour of infe- 
rior Rank, vilit fome poor afflifted Wretch, 
in a coarfe Garret, and on a tattered Bed ; it 
is no very extraordinary Favour. But if a 

Lady 

• Mofis^ for Inftancc, and Jojhua^ David and Sehmon^ 
were Types, ftrongly marked Types, of our great LAW- 
GIVER and DELIVERER, of our Divine RULER and 
riLEACHER. 
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Lady of the firft Diftinflion, or a Nobleman 
of the higheft Order, perform the fame Of- 
fice ', it is a much more remarkable, a much 
more admired Inftance of felf-denying Cha- 
rity. On the Foot of this Calculation, to 
what z fupereminent Height will the Worthi- 
nefs of our ]LORD's Obedience rife! It will 
rife, like fome magnificent Edifice, whofe Ba- 
fis refts upon the Center , whole Dimenfions 
fill the Hemifphere s and whofe Turrets glit- 
ter in the Sky. Or rather, it will extend it- 
felf to Immenfity ; where Length, and Breadth, 
and Height, and all Dimenfions aie loft. Ef- 

pecially, if We confider The Namesy He 

bears j and the Honours^ He receives the 

WorkSy He has done ; and thofe mightier Works, 
He is appointed to do. 

^ The NameSy He bears. The Title, by 

which JESUS of Nazareth is diftinguiftied in 
the heavenly World ; the Name written on 
his Vefture, and on his Thigh, is, KING OF 
KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS*.— The 
Defcription, which the incomprehenfible JE- 
HOVAH gives of the Surety for fmful Men, 
runs in this exalted Strain ; THE MAN THAT 
IS MY FELLOW f. Which the Apoftle ex- 
plains, 

* Rev. xix. 16. 
t Zech. xiii. 7. ^^»^t3y ContrihuUs vel Coequalis. Mj 
FelloWy or ng E^uaL^The original Exprei&oji occurs no 

^ where. 
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plains, in that memorable and majeftic Claufe^ 

He thought it no Robbery to be equal with GOD*. 

The 

where, but in thb Verfe of Zechariahy and in the Book of 
Leviticus, In one Text, it is explained by Brother^ or Par- 
taker of the fame Nature. In every other Place, I believe, 
it will be found to fignify, not barely a Neighbour^ but anf 
Equal i one that ftands upon the fame Level, with regard 
to the Claims of Equity, and the common Rights of Life. 
— In either Scnfe, it militates ftrongly for the Divinity of 
our LORD JESUS CHRIST, 

* PhiL ii. 6. Some Writers, I am aware, have endea- 
voured to interpret away this Evidence of our LOR D*s 
Divine Nature. But I think with great Injury to the Con- 
text, and no lefs Violence to the Phrafe. 

Ap^rafp^, as far as I can obferve, denotes, not the 
Prize or Spoils but the JSf of plundering or taking the Spoil ; 
Ipfa rapiendi jlSiio. Vid. Steph, Thefaur. Grac, Ling, — If fo, 
the Text moft naturally implies, Uiat CHRIST counted it 
no Aft of Robbery ; no Invafion of Another's Prero- 
gative ; but looked upon it as his unqueftionable Right, to 
h^ equal with GOD, and to receive Divine Honours. —A'^- 
verthelefs {xXXa, Rom. v. 14.) He was fo far from tcna- 
cioufly infilling upon, that He willingly relinqulfhed the 
Claim. He was content to forego the magnificent Diftinc- 
tions of the CREATOR, and to appear in the Form of a 
Creature, Nay, to be made in the Likenefs of the /alien 
Creatures ; and not only to (hare the Difgrace, but to fuf- 
fer the Punijhment^ due to the meanejl ajid vilcji .among 
them all. — An Example of Humility, worthy to be difplay- 
ed by the Eloquence of an Apoftle ! Worthy to be an cver- 
Jafting Pattern for all Believers ! 

But however AjTrafu^ be tranfiateJ, the Strcfs of the 
Argument, I apprehend, lies upon the Word jta. If this 
fignifies a real and proper Equality, the Proof fecms, to me 
at lead, irrefragable. — How (hall We determine tlie exaft 
Significancy of this important Word ? By having recoiirfe 
to Homer's Works, or to Heathen Authors ? This, in ciife 
thcfacred Writers will decide the Q^icftion, is like going 
from JerufaUm to Athens for the Solution of a religious 
Doubt, even while ij^c College of Apoftles is litting at the 

former 
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—The HOLY GHOST, fpcaking by the Pro- 
phet Ifaiah of the Virgin's Son, enumerates 
feveral grand DiAin£lions, both of his Perfon, 
and his Office. He ftyles the Child, that 
Ihould be bom, 7*^ WONDERFUL COUN- 
SELLOR, tbe EVERLASTING FATHER, 
the MIGHTY GOD, tbe PRINCE OF 
PEACE *.-^The fame infpired Writer, though 
eloquent above all Orators, and more fublime 
than the loftieft Poet, cries out in rapturous 
Aftonifhment; IFbo can declare his Genera^ 
tionf? What Pencil can pourtray, what Lwi- 
guage can exprefs, his matchlefs Excellencies i 
And may We not with equal Propriety de- 
mand ; Who can declaie the meritorious Per- 
fedion of his Righteoufhefs ? It is precioua 
beyond Comparifon : beyond Imagination pre- 
cious. 

The Honours, which our LORD receives, 
are proportioned to the illuftrious Charafters, 

which He fuftains. John the Baptift, than 

whom a greater Prophet, or a better Judge, 
was not born of Woman, profefTes Him^lf 

un- 

fbnner Place. — ^The Word occurs five or fi» Times ia iimr 
Writing^. They ufe it, it is true, in the adje&ive Form. 
But the Adjedive is veiy fufficient to fettle the Signification 
gf tbe Adverb. If I know the Meaning of m^, I ihall 
be at no h>fs to underftand the Import of i«*«.^See Afytt. 
XX. 12. Lu^e vi, 34. Jchn v. i8. J^s xi. 17. JUu. xxi. i6. 
Ip all which Places it exprefles, not a bare RifmUanci or 
IJkenefs only, but a real and ^frofcr £gualify. 

• Jfii. ix. 6. t JM lii»' »• 
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unworthy, to ftoop down and unloofe the Latcbet 
of bis Shoes * : unworthy, though a burning 
and fhining Light in his Generation, to per- 
form the meaneft Service to this PRINCE of 
Heaven.— —5/^^», who leads the Van in the 
noble Army of Chrtftian Martyrs, beheld fuch 
a Rcprefentation of his crucified MASTER'S 
Glory ; as enabled Hi\n to exult with divine 
Delight^ even amidft the furious Aflaults of 
his Perfecutors, and under Othe violent Blows 
of his Murderers f. Aflured, that JESUS 
has all Power in Heaven and Earth, by an Aft 
of the moft folemn Worftiip, He commits his 
departing Soulj that moft important of all 
Trufts, to his REDEEMER'S Hand J.— Nor 
by the firft Martyr alone, but in all Churches 
of the Samts, and in every Age of Chriftiatv- 
ityy has the LOjRD JESUS been addreffed, as 
Ae conftant Objeft of his People's Adoration ; 
and acknowledged, as the ever faithful De^ 
pofitary of their eternal Interefts. 

When Jfaiab beheld a vifionary Manifefla- 
tion of CHRIST^W, the firft-born Sons of 
Light were waiting around Him, in Poftures 
of dutiful Submiffion. Thofe celeftial Beings^ 
whofe very Feet are too bright for Mortals to 
view, veiled their Faces before his infinitely 
fuperior Effulgence. The Seraphs, who are 

all 

* Marki. 7. t -'^^ vii, 56. % J^i vii. 59. 

I Ifai.\u I, 2, &c, J0hn xii. 41* 
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all Zeal and all Love, celebrate his Perfec- 
tions, and cry one to another, The ivhole Earth 

is full of his Glory. And is not Heaven filled 

with his Honour ? Does not Heaven refound 
with his Praife ? The beloved Difciple, in a 
Vifion no Icfs clear and far more magnificent, 
beholds the LAMB that was flain, {landing in 
the midji of a refplendent Throne^ mofl beau- 
tifully adorned with a circling Rambow, and 
terribly dignified ^y the Blaze of Lightnings, 
and the Sound of Thunders. Before this au- 
gufl Throne, and at the Difpofal of the once 
flaughtered SAVIOUR, are feven- Lamps of 
burning Fire ; expreflive of the DIVINE SPI- 
RIT, in all the Variety of his miraculous 
Gifts, and fandifying Graces *. — Four and 
twenty Elders, clothed in white Raiment, with 
Crowns on their Heads, and the Harps of 
GOD in their Hands, fall proftrate in deepefl 
Homage before the LAMB. They ftrike the 
golden Strings, and fing that fublime eucha- 
riilic Hymn -, Thou art wortljy to take the Book, 
and to open the Seals thereof : for Thou waft flain, 
and haji redeemed Us to GOD by thy Bloody out 
of every Kindred, and Tongue, and People, and 
Nation -, and hafi made Us, unto our GOD, Kings 
and Priejis "f-. 

Behold the Hierarchies of Angels : they are 
in Number te;i thoufand Times ten thoufand, 

and 
* JRiv. iv. 5. t -R^' V. 9, lOt 
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and Thoufands of Thoufands, — Hark ! They 
raife their Voice, and awaken all the Powers 
of Harmony. — Who is the Subjeft, and what 
is the Burden of their Song ? Worthy is the 
LAMB that wasjlain^ to receive Power ^ and 
Riches J and Wifdoniy and Strength^ and Honour ^ 
and Blejing. — ^Nor thefe alone, but every Crea- 
ture which is in Heaven, and on the Earth, 
and under the Earth, and fuch as are in the 
Sea, join the immenfe Chorus. They cry, in 
loud refponfive Strains of Melody and Devo- 
tion ; Bleffingy and Honour ^ and Glory , and Power ^ 
be unto Him that Jit teth upon the T^hrone^ aitd unto 
the LAMB for ever and ever *. 

This, You obferve, is the devout Acknow- 
ledgment, not only of the Cherubim, the Se- 
raphim, and the Spirits of juft Men made 
perfeft, but of every Creature. — The Sun, the 
Moon, and the Stars, which garnifh the Hea^ 
vens — Beads and creeping Things, Mountains 
and Hills, fruitful Trees and all Cedars, which 

replenifh the Earth Metals and Minerals, 

Gems and FolTils, the fubtei * aneous Riches of 
Nature, or Things which are under the Earth 
—Even all thofe Objefts, which my T^beron 
lately contemplated, do, in their way, mag- 
nify the LORD JESUS. They bear witneis 
to his Power, as their Creator ; they are 
fubfervient to his Interefts, as our Mediator ; 

and, 
♦ R^v.v, II, la, 13. 

Vol. III. G 
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the Flefh, emaciated by confuming Sicknefs, 
or encrufted with a loathfome Leprofy.- — All 
Manner of DifeafeSy though blended with the 
earlieft Seeds of Life, and riveted in the Con- 
ftitution by a long inveterate Predominancy — 
Difcafes, that baffled the Skill of the Phyfician, 
and mocked the Force of Medicine- — tbefe 
He cured, not by tedious Applications, but in 
the Twinkling of an Eye ; not by coftly Pre- 
fcriptions, or painful Operations,, but by a 
Word from his Mouth, or a To^cb from his 
Hand ; nay, by the Fringe of his Garment, 
or the bare Aft of his Will. 

Any one of thefe Miracles, had been 
enough to endear the Chara6ler, and eter- 
nize 

very Language feems to exult, in a redimdant Flow of ex- 
preifive Phrafcs ; juft as a poor Cripple, that never knew 
cither the Comfort of bodily Vigour, or the Pleafure of local 
Motion, may be I'uppofcd to do, when fuddenly and unex- 
pcftedly blefied with both. He would exert his new ac- 
quired Powers again and again ; firft in one Attitude, then 
in another. Sometimes to try, whether He was really 
healt'd, and not under the pleafmg Delufion of a Dream ; 
fometimes from a Tranfport of confcious Delight, and to 
exprc rs the Sallies of Joy that fprung up in his Heart. 

Though I acknowledge Mr. Pope's Defcription to be ex* 
trcmeJy beautiful, 

— *n?c Lome their Crutch forege^ 

jind leap exulting like the bounding Roe, 

Yet I cannot perfuade myfclf, that it is to be compared with 
St. Luk/s Draught, either in the Variety of Figures ; in the 
Richncfs cf Colouring ; or in that Exuberance of Style, 
which,.on this Occafioniis fo happily figiiificant, iUidfo^#jr* 
fe^fy pi^lttrcfqiie* 
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nize the Memory of another Perfon. But 
they were common Things^ Matters of daily 
Occurrence, with our Divine MASTER. The 
Years of his public Miniftry, were an unin- 
termitted Series of fuch healing Wonders ; or, 
if any Intermiffibn took place, it was only to 
make way for more invaluable Miracles of 
i^Jiritual Beneficence. 

Behold Him exercifing his Dominion, over 
the vegetable Creation. A Ftg-Treey adorned 
with the moft promifing Spread of Leaves, 
but unprodu6live of the expefted Fruit, withers 
away at his Rebuke. It is not only ftripped 
of its verdant Honours, but dried up from 
the veiy Roots *, and perifhes for ever. A 
fearful, yet fignificant Intimation, of that final 
Ruin, which will overtake the fpecious Hypo- 
crite. Who, while lavifh in outward Profef- 
fion, is deftitute of inward Piety. 

His Eye pierced through the whole JVorldoi 
Waters ; difcerned the Fifli, that had juft 
fwallowed a Piece of Money ; and guided its 
Courfe to Peters Hook -f-. He makes, if it 
be his fovereign Pleafure, the great Deep his 

Rere-- 

* Afari xi. 20. 
t Mat, xvii. 27. How wonderful is this feemingly lit- 
tle Miracle ! Or rather, what a Clujier of Wonders is com- 
prized in tUtixsftngle hSt \ — That any Fifli, with Money m 
its Mouth, fli'ould be catchcd — with Money juft of fuch a 
Value — and in the very firft Fifh that offered itfelf — What 
a pregnant Difplay of Omnifcience to know, of Omnipotence 
to over-rule, all ihokffrtuiious Incidents ! 

G3 
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Revenue \ and bids the fcaly Nations bring him 
their Tribute. 

The Waters themfelves, it may be faid, are 
far more unmanageable, than their Inhabitants. 
Who can controul that outrageous Element^ 
Which has deftroyed fo many gallant Fleets, 
with the Armies they bore % and which would ' 
laugh at the Oppofition of the united World. 
The LORD J^SUS walks upon its roll- 
ing Surges *, and Ipcaks itg moft tempeftuous 
Agitations into a Calm. Tbe Waves of tbe 
Sea are mighty ^ and rage borribfyy but yet the 
LORD, who loved Us, and waftied Us from 
our Sins in his own Blood, is mightier. 

The Winds are yet more ungovernable, than 
the madding Ocean. When thefe are hurled -f- 
abroad, to (hatter the Forcfts, and fhake 

the 

♦ Hi treadeth upon the JVaves of the Sea^ is one of the 
Prerogatives, afcribed to tbe moft high GOD, Job xix. 8. 
The original Word ^JVf22 fignifies a Sea, that rolls Mokn-- 
tain'high\ and fuch, We have Reafon to fuppofe, were 
the Waves on which our LORD walked ; fince the Veflel, 
to which He bent his Courfe, was jSao-ayi^o/iAfyov, laft>ed^ 
battered^ tormentedy by their vehement Concuffions. Matt. 
xiv. 24. 

t This is the literal Tranflation of that beautiful Hebrew 
Phrafe, which occurs Jenab i. 4. — The facred Writer, de- 
fcribing the ftormy Meffenger, which was difpatched to ar- 

reft a fugitive Servant, fays ^*on ThzLORD hurled 

forth a great Wind. The farfte Expreffion is applied to Saul^ 
{i Sam. xw'iiu 11.) when He darted his Javelin ztDaind^ 
with a Defign to transfix and nail Him to the Wall. — What 
an elegant, and how awful an Image ! Stonns and Tern- 

pcfts. 
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the Shores, Who can curb their Rage ? What 
can mthfiand their Impctuolity ? Even the 
boiflerous Winds hear the SAVIOUR's 
Voice ; and, as foon as they hear, obey. His 
Voice, more powerful to reftrain, than brazen 
Dungeons to confine, chides the furious Whirl- 
wind. The furious Whirlwind is awed into 
immediate * Silence. That which a Moment 
ago, heaved the Billows to the Clouds, and 
filled with Outrage the howling Firmament ; 
now, gently whifpers among the Shrouds, 
and fcarcely curls the fmooth Expanfe. 

Somediing there is, even within the narrow 
Compafs of our own Breafts^ which affords 
Room for more fignal Exertions of DEITY, 
than the turbulent Billows, or tlie refiftlefs 
Storm. Agreeably to the Suggeftion of a 
Prophet ; For lo ! He that formetb the Moun^ 
tains^ and createtb the Wind^ and^ as a more 
pregnant Proof of divine Perfe<5tion, declaretb 

unto 

pefts, with all their irrefiftible Fury and dreadful Ravages, 
arc like mijfhe Weapons in the Hand of JEHOVAH. 
Which He launches with greater Eafe and furcr Aim, than 
the moft expert Warrior emits the pointed Steel. 

* ImmediaU — This Circumftance, as very much aggraft" 
dlzing the Miracle, is, with great hiftorical Propriety, re- 
marked by the Evangelift. The Sea is known to have a 
prodigious Swells and very tremendous Agitations, for a con- 
Aderable Time after the tempeftuous Wind ceafes. On 
this Occafion, and in Obedience to its MAKER'S Will, 
it departs from the ejlablijhed Laws of Motion. — No fooner 
is the Word fpoken, but there is a Calm ; not an advanc- ' 
ing, but an injiantaneous Calm ; not a partial, but zperfi^ 
C2m, Matt. viii. 26. Mark iv. 39, 

G4 



88 AsPAsio /(? TheroN. Let. 8. 

unto Man what is his T'houghtj the GOD rf 
Hcjls is his Name * ; the Poffeflbr of fuch fur- 
paffing Power and Wifdom, muft unqueftion- 
ably be the fupreme LORD. And Who is 
this, but JESUS CHRIST? He knew, what 
was in Man -f-. He difcerned the Secrets of 
the Heart ; difcerned the latent Purpofe, be- 
fore it difclofed itfelf in A6tion ; even be- 
fore it was uttered in Speech ; nay, while 
it lay yet an uninformed Embrio in the 
Mind. 

His Glance pierced into Futurity : efpied 
Events, in all their Circumftances |, and with 
the greateft Perfpicuity, before they came into 
Being. The hidden Things of Darkneft were 
open, and the Contingencies of to-morrow were 

pre- 

* Amoi iv. 13. 
t ^ohn ii. 25. This all-difcerning Intelligence of the 
D E It Y, is very emphatically exprefled by the Pfalmift, 
PfaL cxxxix. 1,2, l^c. Though the Sentiment, in flw^Claufe, 
feems to be fomcwhat weakened by our Verfion. Inhere is 
net a Word in my Tongue^ would have a nobler Turn, and 
more extenfive Meaning, if rendered ; Before the Word if 
en my Tf,ngue^ Thou^ O LORD^ know^Ji it altogether, 

X In all their Cinum/lanees,-^ Sec a very remarkable Fx- 
emplification of this Particular, Mark xiv. 13. There JbatL 
meet You — not barely a Pet/on^ but the Sex and Age are both 
fpccificd— not two, or fevcral, but c;/^ Man— not within any 
given Space of Time, but at the very Injlant of your Arrival 
— not empt)'-handed, but bearing 2iFeJfel— not of Wood or 
Metal, but an earthenP/VJjrr — filled, not with Wine or Milk, 
but with Water^ carr}M*ng it into that very Houfe, where the 
Preparation was made, and the Paflbver was to be cele- 
brated.— What 2 Multitude of Contingencies! All minutely 
foretold by our LORD! ' 
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prefent, to his all-pervading Eye. Nay, the 
unthought-of Revolutions even of diftant Ages, 
the aftonifhing Cataftrophe of difTolving Na- 
ture, and the awful Procefs of everlafting 
Judgment, He clearly forefaw, and particu- 
larly foretold. 

Nor does He only penetrate the Receffes, but 

over-TTdle the Operations of the Soul. He fo 

intimidated ?i Multitude of facrilegeousWretches, 
that they fled, not before his drav^n Sword, or 
bent Bow, but at the Shaking of his fingle 
Scourge *. — He fo aived, by one fliort Remon- 
ftrance -f-, an Aflembly of conceited and often- 
tatious Pbarifees^ that they could neither gain- 
fay, nor endure the Energy of his Difcourfe. 
Though not to endure, was a tacit Acknow- 
ledgment 

♦ John ii. 14, 15, &c. St. Jerom looks upon this Miracle, 
as one of the greateft, that our SAVIOUR wrought. And 
indeed the Circumftances are very extraordinary. — That one 
Man fhould undertake fo bold^ and execute fo hazardous a 
Taik — One Man, without a Commijfion from Cafar ; with- 
out any Countenance from the Jewijh Rulers ; without any 
Arms^ either to terrify the Multitude, or defend Himfelf. — 
That He fhould caft out the whole Tribe of mercenary Traf- 
fickers ; wreft, from thofe Worfhippers of Wealth, their 
darling Idol ; and trample under Foot their great Diana—* 
And all, without Tumult or Oppofition j not one of the 
facrileeeous Rabble, daring to ** nnve the Hand, or open 

** the Mouth, or peep." Whoever refle(Sts on the fierce 

and ungovernable Nature of an incenfed Populace ; or con- 
fiders the bitter and outrageous Zeal of Demetrius and the 
Craftfrncn, on a lefs irritating Occafion ; may poflibly find 
Himfelf almofl, if not altogether, of the Latin Father's 
Opinion. 

t John viii. 7, 
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ledgment of Guilt, and muft cover them with 

public Confufion- With a Word, the moft 

mild and gentle^ imaginable, He flung fuch 
Terror into a Band of armed Men ^ as blafted 
all their Courage, and laid them Jiunned and 
projirate on the Ground. 

AW Hearts are in his Hand. He tumetb tbemy 
as the Rivers of Water ^ wbitherfoever He will -f- j 
with ad much Eafe, and with the fame effica* 
cious Sway, as the Current of the Rivers is 
turned by every Inflexion of the Channel.-— 
Follow me^ was his Call to James and John : 
Follow me :{:, was all He faid to Levi the Pu- 
blican. Though the firft were engaged in all 
the Ardour of Bufinefs ; though the laft was 
fitting at the very Receipt of Cuftom ; yet both 
He and they, without any Demur, or the leaft 
Delay, left their Employ, left their nearefV 
Relations, and refigned their earthly all^ to 
attend a poor and defpifed MASTER. — Their 
Acquaintance, no doubt, would remonflrate 

a 

♦ yohn xvili. 6. f Prvo. xxi. i. 

X Mark ii. 14. He faid in the Beginning, Let then b$ 
Light \ there was Light: Let there be a Firmament -, *twai 
fpread abroad : Let there he a Worlds it arofe of Nothing. 
—In the Days of his Flefh likewife. He fpeaks, and it is 
done. His Word is a^Vork. He fays to the Difciples, 

Follow me i they come to the Leper, Be clean ; He is 

cleanfed— to the Paralytic, Jrifej take up thy Bedy and walk ; 
'tis all performed, as foon as commanded. — Surely then Wc 
muft confcfs. This is the Voice of a GODy not of a A^f 
Tf^rMta is our LOR D's ufuafWovA^ when He grants a 
miraculous Cure : which exactly correfponds with that ad- 
mired and magnificent Expreffion ^n^ ^^* i* 3* 
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a thoufand Inconveniencies ; their Enemies 
would not fail to cenfure them, as rafli Enthu- 
fiafb 5 but all thcfc Confiderations were lighter 
than Duft, were Icfs than nothing, when fet 
in competition with two Words only from JE^ 
SU S oi Nazareth. Imprefled, deeply impreff. 
ed by his powerful Summons, fuch Lofs they 
counted Gain, and fuch Obloquy Glory. 

He planted Bowels of Compaffion in the 
unfeeling avaricious Wretch ; and elevated^ 
beyond Ae Height of the Stars, Defires that 
lay groveling even below the Mire of the Swine. 
The Slaves of Sin He reftored to the Liberty 
of Righteoufnefe J and unhappy Creatures, 
who were degenerated into the Likenefs of the 
Devil, He renewed after the Image of the 
Ucffed G O D.— Thefe were the EfFefts of his 
perfonal Preaching; thefe are ftill the Con- 
quells of his glorious Gofpelj and do not 
thefe declare his Dominion over the In- 
telledual Oeconomy ? That the JVorld of 
Minds^ as well as of material Nature, is 
open to his Infpeftion, and fubjefl to his 
Controul ? 

The Dead feem to be more remote from hu- 
man Cognizance, than the Secrets of the 
Breaft 5 lefs liable to any human Jurifdiftipn, 
than the warring Elements, What Potentate 
can iffue a Writ of Rekafe to the Grave ? Or 

cite 
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cite the diflodged Soul, to re-enter the breath- 
lefs Corpfe ? — Yet this, even this, our mighty 
MEDIATOR executed. He opened the Eyes, 
that v^tvtfunk in their Sockets, and feaJid in the 
Tomb. He bid tlie Heart, that had forgot its 
vital Motion, fpring into renewed and vigo- 
rous Life. The qrimfon Flood, long congealed 
by the icy Hand of Death -, that had not only> 
loft itsTuIfe by StagTiatiGfiy but likewife chang- 
ed its very Texture hyPutrefaSlion* -^ circu- 
lates, at his Order, all florid and mantling 
with Health, through the wondering Veins. 
— The Spirit^ that had taken its Flight into 
the inviftble State, had taken its Place in eternal 
Habitations, returns, at our REDEEMER'S 
Signal, to the Tenement of mouldering Clay; 
and, by the amazing Vifit, proclaims his Sove- 
reignty over thofe unknown Realms^ and their 
m) fterious Inhabitants. 

As He recals from, fo He admits into, the 
Abodes of future Happinefs. In the very loweft 
Depths of his Humiliation, He difpofed of the 
Scats of Blifsy and the iTorones of Glory. His» 
Hands, when fwollen with Wounds, and nailed 
to the Tree, evidently fuftained the Keys of 
Hell and of Death ^. Then, even then, He' 
opened and He fhut either the Gates of the 
Grave, or the Portals of Paradife. What He 

ipeaks 

♦ Jobn^l 39. t Rev. i. 18. 
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fpeaks to the penitent Thief, is the Language 
of fupreme Authority ; T^o Day Jhalt thou be 
with me in Paradife *. 'Tis a royal Mandamus^ 
not an humble Petition. 
. Does pur LORD'S Superiority extend to thofe 
malignant Beings, the Devil and his Angels ? 
• — Even thefe, in fpight of all thtiv formidable 
Strength -f-, and inextinguijkable Rage, He makes 
his Footftool. He brake the Teeth of thofc 
infernal Lions ; and refcued the helplefs Prey, 
on which their bloody Jaws were clofing. At 
his Command, they abandon their Conquefts ; 
and relinquifh, however indignant, however 
reluSlant, their long-accuftomed Habitations, 
His fingk Command, more forcible than ten 
fhoufand Thunderbolts, difpoffefles a whole Le- 
gion | of thofe fierce and haughty Spirits: 
drives them, all terrified and deprecating fe- 
verer Vengeance, to feek Reft in folitary 
Defarts, or to herd with the moft fordid 
Brutes. 

As the blefled JESUS treads upon the Necks 
of thofe Powers of Darknefs, He receives the 
willing Services of the j^ngels of Light. They 

that 

* Luh xxiii. 43. 

t Milton, defcribing the Power of the apoftate Angels, 
fays ; 

■ Tl)e Jeajl of IVljom could wield 

Thefe Elements ; and arm Him tvith the Force 

Of a// tieir Regions. ^ B. VL 2?i. 

t Mori V. 9^ 
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that excel ^ in Strength, and are it^/W as 
Flames of Fire, even they fulfil his Com* 
xnandment, and hearken unto the Voice of his 
Words. They graced the Solemnity of his 
Birth s they attended Him, after his Tempta- 
tion in the Wildcmefs ; they were the firft joy- 
ful Preachers of his triumphant Refumedtion; 
and now He is (eated on the Right-hand of 
the MAJESTY in the Higheft, 

n^eyjland with Wings outjpread^ 
LiJItning to catch their Majier's leafi Command^ 
Andfy through Nature^ ^er the Moment end. 

Behold 

^ Would any One fee a Sketch of the GI017 and Excel* 
lence of the angelic Nature ? Let Him fee it» in that inimi- 
tably fine Stroke of the facred Pencil. I faw anothir Angel 
tome down frvm Heaven^ hmng great Power ^ and the Earth 
was lightened with his Glory. Rev. xviii i. The laft Claufe 
is, I think, one of the moft mafterly Touches of defcriptive 
Painting, extant in Hiftory, Poetry, or Oratory. Milton 
gives Us a Stridure of the fiune Kind, and on the fame Sub- 
jeft. But the poetic Flighty though very fublimc, is greatly 
inferior to the apocalyptic Vifton. 

On He led 

His radiant Files ^ dazlimg the ASoon. 
In this Cafe, We have a whole Brigade of celeftial Wani* 
ors 5 in the former, only z Jingle angelic Being. Thofe aro 
reprefentcd, as irradiating the Nighty and outfhining the 
Afoon : this, as exceeding the Brightnefs of the Sun ; dif- 
fufing additional Splendors on the Day ; and illuminating, 
not a vaft Plain, not a vafter Kingdom, -but the whole Fact 
of the Globe.— If ykA be the Ldlre of the Servant, what 
Images can difplay the Majefty of die LORD ? Who has 
thoujand Thoufands of thofe glorious Attendants mmftering 
unto Himj and ten thou/and Timis ten thoufand Jianding befon 
Him? Dan. vii. lo. 
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Behold Him, now, doing according to his 
Will, in the Armies of Heaven, and among 
the Inhabitants of the Earth — Swaying the 
Sceptre, over the Legions of Hell, and the 
Powers of Natm'e-— exercifmg Dominion, in 
the Hearts of Men, in the Territories of the 
Grave, and Manfions of difembodied Spirits. 

Then let my 7*heron determine ^under fuch 

Views of our S A V I O U R's unequaled Ma- 
jefty, and unbounded Sovereignty, let Him de- 
termine — ^whether it be fafer, to reft our infi- 
nite and eternal Interefts, on our own Righte- 
oufnefs, rather than on His. 

We have fele^Sled fome few Manifeftations 
of our REDEEMER'S excellent Greatnefs. Even 
the Evangelical Hiftorians, give us no larger 
a Proportion of his aftonilhing Deeds, than 
the Firft-fruits bear to a cppious Harveft. Yet, 
were they all particularly enumerated, and 
circumftantially difplayed, they would appear 
inconjiderahk \ compared with thofe far more 
dijlinguijhed Trophies of Almighty Powei-, 
which He has decreed, in fome future Period, 
to ere6l *. 

He- 

♦ The Dignity of our LORD, confidered as the CRE- 
ATOR and PRESERVER of all Things, is not men- 
tioned Here ; becaufe, it is profefledly attempted^ in The De- 
fiant upon Creation^ fubjoincd to the firft VoJume of Medita- 
tions among the Tombs^ &c. To which I beg Leave to refer 
my Readers. And fliall more dian make amends for the 
prefentOaufioD, by tranfcribing a Paffage from the Night- 
Thoughts . 
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He will gather to his facred Fold, the People 
of his antient Church ; though they are dif^ 
pcrfed into all Lands, and moft inveterately 
prejudiced againft the Truth of his GofpeL — 
How mighty was his Hand, how illuftrioufly 
outftretched his Arm, when He made a Path 
through the Surges of the Ocean; drove the 
Torrent of Jordan backwards; and fetched 
Rivers of Waters from the flinty Rock ! Far 
more mighty will be its Operations, when He 
fhall remove the feemingly unfurmountable 
Obftruftions, to the general Reftoration of the 
yews ; fhall throw all their religious Appre- 
henfions into a new Channel ; and caufe Tears 
of penitential Sorrow to flart from their flony 
Eyes, Confeflions of unfeigned Faith to ifTue 
from their blafpheming Lips. — Yet thus it will 
elTuredly be- In the Volume of the divine 
Book it is written, Hhey jhall look on Hiniy whom 
they have pierced^ and mourn ''^n They fhall 

adore 

TI)oughts ; which prefents Us with a magnificent Difplay of 
this great Truth. 

T HOVyhy whom all WorUs 

Were made, and one redeemed \ whofe regal Power 

On mere than adamantine Bafis fix^d\ 

O'er mprcy far more t/jan Diadems and Thrones 

Inviolably reigns ; beruath whofe Foot^ 

And by the Mandate of whofe awful Nody 

Jll Regions J Revolutions^ Fortunes^ Fates, 

Of High J of Low y of Mind and Matter y roll 

Through the Jhort Channels of expiring Time^ 

Or Jhorelefs Ocean of Eternity. 

Night-Thoughts, N* IX. 
* Zech.Tiiu 10. 
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adore as the MESSIAH, the defpifed Galilean ^^ 
and fix all their Hopes of final Felicity on that 
veiy Perfon, whom their Fathers flew and 
hanged on a Tree. 

Amazing Revolution in the religious World ! 
Yet this, together with the DeJlruSlion of An-" 
tichi'ifl:, and the Illumination of the benighted 
Gentiles^ may pafs for fmall Incidents ; com- 
pared with t\io{t Jiupendous Events, which will 
dignify, and fignalize the clofmg Scene of Af- 
fairs. 

Then, Ihall the LORD JESUS be mani- 
fefted in unfpeakable Glory; and exert fuch 
A6i:s of Omnipotence, as will be the I'error of 
Hell, the Joy of Heaven, the Wonder of Eter- 
nity. Then, will He put an End to Time, 

and bid the Springs of Nature ceafe to operate* 
Then, fliall his tremendous Trumpet rend the 
univerfal Vault, and pierce the Dormitories of 
the Dead. — ^Then, will He J}:ake the Earth out 
of its Place *, and before his majeflic Prefence 
the Heavens Jhalljlee awayf. — ^Then fliall, not a 

Nation 

♦ Job IX. 6. 

t How grand is tlic Idea, when David prays f Bow ihj 
H^avenSy O LORDy and come down ; touch the Mountains, and 
theyjball fmoke. Much grander is the Image, when He fays ; 
The Springs of IVaiers were Jeen, and the Foundations of the 
JVorid were dif covered^ at thy Chiding, O LORD, at the Blaft 
cfthe Breath of thy Difpleafure. Tranfcendently and inimi- 
tably grand is this Defcription, though given Us by the moft 
plain and artlefs Writer in the World. I faw a great white 
Throne^ and HIM THAT SAT ON IT^ from whofe Face the 

Vol. III. H Htavens 
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Nation only, but Multitudes, Multitudes of 

Nations, 

Heavens and the Earth fied away^ and then was no Place found 
for them. Rev. xx. ii. 

In Virgirs admired Rcprefcntation, Jupiter hurk his 
Thunder, and a Mountain falls at the Stroke ; 

m ■ ^"'-^ I lie flagranti 

Aut Atho^ aut Rhodopen^ aut alta Cerauhia Teh 
Dejicit. Gcoi^. 1. 331. 

In Homer* s more terror- ftriking Piece, Nettune makes the 
wide-extended Earth. The Mountains tremble to their Cen- 
ter \ the Ocean heaves its Billows ; and Ciuesitel oa their 
Foundations. 

— — Aulaf rwpSr lio€i^Oiui9 fJivaf « 
Tocixp uTTHfio'invy o^iwv r* aiTrnvot xocfnvecy 
Ilavlf; ^I0'o'fiov7o Txroiif troXvirufoiXii ifg^i 
ILon x§pv(poiiy TptfCijfle voAic, xeu vficf A;^aifi0f« 

Iliad, r. 57. 

Here, the SON of the eternal GOD appears only, and alt 
Nature is alarmed: nor Heaven nor Earth can keep their 
Standing : they flee away, like the frighted Roe. — How 
groveling are the loftieft Fliahts of the Grecian and Roman 
Mufe, compared with this Magnificence and Elevation of 
the prophetic Spirit ! 

Let Us confider the PaflTagc a little more attentively. Folei 
lacfub Lucevideri, Mafterly Performances, the more clofely 
they arc examined, the more highly they charm. — It is not 
fcid, A few Herds of the Foreft, a few Kings, or Armies^ 
or Nations ; but the whole Syftem of created Things. — It is 
iSiot faid. They were thrown into great Commotions, but 
thejr fled intirely away 5 not, they rartcd from their Foun- 
dations, hutihcy fell into Diflilution I not, they removed to 
a diftant Place, hut there was found no Place for them-y they 
ceafed to exift ; they were no more. — And all this, not at 
the ftria Command of the LORD JESUS ; not at his awfti! 
Menace, or before his fiery Ihdignation ; but at the hare Pre^ 
fence of his Majefty^ fitting withferene but adorable Dignity 
€Q his Throne. 

If this is not the true SiAlime^ in its utmoft Scope, and 
ficheft Beauty, I muft conftfs, I never fatr it, flor «vtr «• 
pe£ltx>feeic. 
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Nations, be bom in a Day * ; yea rather, in an 
Hour, in a Moment, in the Twinkling of an 
Eye. — All that are afleep in the Beds of Death ; 
even thofe who, perifhing in I'empejls, are funk 
to the Bottom of the Ocean ; or, fwallowed up 
by Earthquakes^ are buried at the Center of 
the Globe ; ail (hall hear his Voice j and hear- 
ing, (hall awake; and awaking, fhall come 
forth. — Every human Body, though jiges have 
revolved, fince it gave up the Ghoft 5 though 
Worms have devoured the Flefh, and Diflblu- 
tion mouldered the Bones j though its Parts 
have been grinded by the Teeth of Beafts, or 
tonfumed by the Rage of Fire ; diffipated in 
viewlefs Winds, or fcattered over the boundkfs 
Globe ; loft to our Senfes, and loft even to our 
Imagination ; yet will every human Body then 
be reftored; its Limbs reaffcmbled, and not 
an Atom wanting 5 its Frame rebuilt, and ne- 
ver be demolifhed more. 

Then, ftiall the unnumbered Myriads of 
departed Spirits return from their feparate 
Abodes ; and, commiifioned by H I M who is 
the Refurreffivn and the Life, reanimate each 
his organized Syftem. — Then, ^U Mifery and 
Happinefs, both confummate^ and both ever/ajl-- 
ing, be awarded by the SAVIOUR's Sentence. 
— Then, will He condemn the ungodly World, 
and the rebellious Angels, to Chains of Dark- 

H z nefs, 

• Ifai. Ix, 8. 
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nefs, and Dungeons of Defpair. Then, will 
He invefl: the Righteous with the Inheritance 
of Heaven, and inflate them in the Fulnefs 
of Joy. His Word will be Fate; Immutable 
lity feals, and Eternity executes, whatever He 
decrees. 

And has this JE S US, fo glorious, fo ma- 
jeftic, fo adorable — has HE vouchlafed to take 
our Nature, and become our Righteoufnefs ? 
Was HE made under the Law ? Did HE fulfil 
all its Demands ? Give perfeft Satisfa6tion to 
the penal, and yield perfect Obedience to the 
preceptive? On purpofe, that the Merit of all 

might be made over to Us? Aftonifliing 

Condefcenfion! Ineffable Grace ! What Thanks 

are due, to fuch infinitely rich Goodnefs ! 

What a Remedy is here, for the Impotence and 
Guilt of fallen Man ! — ^What a fure Founda- 
tion of Hope, and what an abundant Source 
of Joy, to every One that believeth ? 

It is declared by the Oracle of GOD, That 

fuch an HIGH-PRIES't became Us, was abfo- 

lutely neceflary for our obnoxious and ruined 

Condition, 'tbo is holy, harmlefs, undefiled, fe^ 

parate from Sinners and made higher than the 

Heavens *• It appeal's, I flatter myfelf, from 
the Letter akeady in your Hand, That CHRIST 
fully anfwered the former Character j and 

from 
• at. viiL 26w" 
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from this Epiftle, I hope it will appear. That 
He is the very Perfon defcribed in the latter 
Clauie« 

Eftimate now, my dear Friend, eftimate i£ 
You can, the Glory and Excellency of this fu- 
blime Perfon. Then may You learn, how ta 
ftate the Worth of his Righteoufnefs, and the 
Degree of Affiance fuited to his Merits. Rather 
you will perceive, that his fpotlefs Birth, his 
perfeftiy obedient Life, his exquifitely bitter 
Death, are a Satisfa6lion of unknown Digni- 
ty; precious '^y far beyond all the Graces of 
Men, and all the Duties of Angels; able to fave 
to the uttermoft, all that rely on theiff, and 
come unto GOD through them. 

Confonant to this, are the Sentiments of 
that penetrating Critic and profound Scholar, 
Dr. Ligbtfoot. Who, treating of our SAVI- 
OUR'S Obedience, fays — " Add to all this th? 
*' Dignity of his Perfon, who performed this 
** Obedience : that He was G O D as well as 
" Man : and his Obedience is infinite. Such 
** as, in its Validity, fubducd Satan, and^in 
" its AU-fufficiency fatisfied the Juflice of 
"GO D/* — After which, our celebrated Au- 
thor makes this important and delightful Im- 
provement ; " Think, Chriftian^ what a Stock 

"of 

♦ This IS exprefled by the facred Hiftorian, with an Ener- 
gy which no Tranflation can equal ; rrjv tj|5xt)v t» t{1»/ati/a|vii 
tr (t^MiTailQ »WQ viftTV Wf»nX> Matt, ^vii. 9« 

H3 
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** of Obedience and Righteoufnefs, here is for 
" thee, to anfwer and fatisfy for thy Diibbedi-* 
" ence and Unrighteoufnefs, if Thou become 
" a Child of the Covenant. Here is enough 
•^ for every Soul that comes to Him, be they 
«* never fo many. Like the Widow's Oil in tl^ 
** Book of KingSy there is enough and enough 
<« again, as long as any Veffel is brought to 
^ receive it *. 

We need not wonder, that Gentiks^ who are 
ignorant of the REDEEMER; thatjwj, 
who treat Him with contemptuous Scorn; 
that Profeffbrs of Religion, who deny his eter- 
nal doDHEAD; place little, if any Confi. 
dence in his Righteoufnefs. But it is ftrange, 
that Chrijiiansy who know the S A V I O U R ; 
who acknowledge his Divinity; and believe 
Hrm to be exalted above all BleiCng and 
Praifc — it is exceedingly ftrange, that they da 
not rejoice in Him ; make their Boaji of Him ; 
and fay, with a becoming Difdain, of every 
other Dependance, Get ye hence -f- ? 

5uch an Affcmblage of divine Perfeftions, 
muft ivarranty muft demand^ the moft undi- 
vided, and the moft unbounded Cbnfidence, 
—There never was, no, not in all Ages, nor 
in all Worlds, any thing greater or richer, 
mere dignified or exalted, than the Obedience 

of our LORD. ^Nay; it is impoffible for 

Men 

♦ Lightfo^e^ Wcrtoj Vol. II, p, 1258, t ^'. xn. ^^t 
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Men or Angels to imagine, what could be fo 
fuited io our Wants, fo proper for our Reli- 
ance, Qx fi fiire to ^nfvver, more t|ian anfwer 
^ our Expefiiations. 

Upon the Whole; let ipg intreat my fheroff 
to contemplate our LORD JESUS ClfPSt^, 
under that moft illuftrious Character, defcnb- 
0d by the Prophet, ^ PRIEST upm his 
THRONE*. Dignifying the facerdotal 
Cenfer by the regal Diadem ; adding ail the 
Honours of his eternal Divinity y to the Sacri- 
fice of his bleeding Humanity. — ^Thcn, I pro- 
inife myfclf. You will find it almoft impoffiblc, 
not to adopt the emphatical and ardent Pro- 
teftation of the Apoftlp; GOD forbid, that I 
fbould gkry; that I (hould confide, fave only in 
the Obedience and the Crofi ofCHRJST JESUS 
my LORD f 

When You made the Tour of Frajtce and 
Italy \ and, eroding the AIps^ gained the Sum- 
mit of Ibme commanding Ridge — When You 
looked round, jvith Aftoniihment and Delight, 
oa the ample Plains, which, crouded with Ci- 
ties, and adorned with Palaces, ftretch their 
beauteous Tracts below^ — When You furveyed 
ih& famous Rivers, that roll in filent but flitn- 
ing Dignity ; ftating the Eoundaries of King- 
doms, and wafting Plenty thiough the glad- 
dened Nation? — ^When You fliot your tranf- 
H 4 ported 

♦ Z4ch. vi. 13- 
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ported View to the Oceariy whofe unmeafiir-' 
able Flood meets the Arch of Heaven, and 
terminates the Landfchape with.iHconceivable 
Giandeur — Did You, then, choofe to forego 
the Pleafure refulting from fuch a Profpeft, in 
order to gaze upon the naked Cragg of fome 
adjacent Rock ? Or, could You turn your Eyes 
from thofe magnificent Objefts, and fatten 
them with pleafed Attention upon a Jhallow 
Puddle^ that lay ftagnating at your Feet ? 

You, Who have beheld the Scene, can ac-p 
commodate the Simile, with peculiar Advan^ 
tage. For which Reafon, I fhall wave the Ap-^ 
plication; and only beg leave to tranfcribc 
into my Paper a Wifh, that is now warm on 
my Heart, and is often breathed in Supplicar 

tion from my Lips May the FATHER of 

our Spirits, and the Fountain of Wifdom, give 
Us an inlightened Vnderjlanding^ to KNOJVHim 
that is true : grant Us the jneftimable Bleffing, 
that We may B E IN Him that is truCy even in 
bis SON JESUS CHRIST. For, this SAVIOUR 
is the true GO Dy and that Privilege is Life 
eternal *. 

My theron needs no Arguments to convince 
Him, that fuch a Prayer is an Aft of rational 
and real Friendfhip j is the moft genuine and 
fubftantial Proof, that I am 

His truly affeSlionate 

AsPASIO^ 
• ijohny.20^ 
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L E T T E R IX. 

ThERON to ASPASIO. 

Dear A s p a s i o, 

YOUR two Letters have reached my 
Hand 5 and I hope, they have not miffed 
my Heart. I might inform You, what Plea- 
fure they gave me, and how highly I efteem 
them. But You defire no fueh Compliments: 
You defire to fee me impreffed with the Senti^ 
ments, and living under their Influence. This 
would be the moft acceptable Acknowledg- 
ment to my Afpajioy becaufe it would be the 
jnoft happy Effedt to his Ttheron. May every 
Day, therefore, bring a frefh Acceffion of 
fuch Gratitude to me, and of fuch Satisfaftion 
to You ! 

To watch for my Soul, and pray for my 
Salvation, I am thoroughly convinced, is the 
trueft Inftance of rational and exalted Friend* 
fhip. Every Claim to that amiable Charafter, 
is defeSiive and vain^ if it does not extend to 
our fpiritual Intereifts, and our everlafting 
Welfare. For which Reafon, I need not in- 
treat Ton to continue and perpetuate this bed 

Ex, 
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Expreffion of fecial Kindnefs. Or if I do, it- 
is rather to teftify how much I prize the Fa- 
vour, than to prompt your affeftionate and 
ready Mind. 

Your laft found me at a Friend's Houfe, 
that lies pretty near the wejiem Ocean. — ^Yef- 
terday, waked by the Lark, and rifing with 
the Dawn *, I flxoUed into the fragrant Air, 
and dewy Fields. While, as Sbakefpeare with 
his ufual Sprightlinefs exprelles himfeif, 

Jocund Day 

Stood tip-toe on the mijiy Mountains ^op. 

Sweet was the Breath of Morn, and fweet 
the Exhalations of the frefhened Flowers-— 
Grateful were the foft Salutes of the cooling 
Zephyrs, attended with the Charm of earlieft 
Birds— Delightful the Sun, painting with his 
orient Beams the Chambers of the Firmament, 
and unveiling the Face of univerfal Nature. 

My Mind, but little aflfefted with thefe in^ 
ferior Entertainments, was engaged in con- 
templating 

* Evandrum ex humili Te^o Luxjufckat idm§^ 

Et matutini f^lucrumfub Culmne Cantus. Virg. 

I0UX alma A lovely Expreffion ! Dcfcribing the Mild- 

fiefa, the Beauty, and the chearing Efficacy of the rifuig 
Sim. It XS9 I thbk, incapable of an equal Trajiflatipn f 
fcut reminds me of a very fine Comparifon in our /afrAsf 
^chguesj which reprefcnts the charming Appearance, and 
<be benign Influence of (iie Gofpel-cburdiy at its fiift Ofcx\i' 
ing on me Gentile IVorld-'JVbQ is this that loohtb forth as the 
Mmting F Cant. VL 10. 



LtU^ Theron to AsPAsio. 107 

templating an Objc6l of infinitely fuperior 
Dignity. In contemplating that ADORABLE 
BEING, who raifed — ^from nqtbing railed this 
ihipendous Syftem of Things ; and fupports 
w ith his Word fupports the magnificent 
Frame. Who (to fpeak in the Language of 
his own SPIRIT) openeth the Eyelids oftheMorn^ 
ingj and commandeth the Day-ffring to know its. 
Place ♦. Commandeth the Light, by its punc* 
tual and pkafing Miniftrations, to draw afide 
the Curtain of Darknefs; and difcover the 
Skies, fliining with Glories 5 and difclofe the 
Earth, blooming with Beauties. 

FATHER of Light and Life, faid my tran* 
^rted Mind, 

"Thou GOOD SUPREME ! 

O teach me what is good! Teach me THT-> 

SELF. 
Save me from Folly , Vanity y and Vice, 
From every low Purfuit ! and feed my Soul 
With Faith, with confcious Peace, and Virtue 

pure. 
Sacred, fubfimtial, never fading Blifs -f / 

Wrapt in Wonder, and loft in Thought, I 

rambled carelefly along, till I was infenfibly 

brought to the Shore, Which, in thefe Parts, 

is prodigioufly high and ftrong : perfeftly 

well 
f Jobnoaym. 12. t TiJ^^n's Winter. 
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well fitted, to ftand as an everlafting Barrier*^ 
againft the impetuous Stroke of confli6ting 
Winds, and the ponderous Sweep of daftiing 
Surges. Not that the Omnipotent ENGI- 
NEER has any Need of thefe impregnable 
Ramparts. Here^ it is true, they intervene j 
and not only reprefs the rolling Invader, but 
fpeak the amazing Majefty of their MAKER. 
In other Places, all fuch laboured Methods of 
Fortification are laid afide. The CREATOR 
(hews the aftonifhed World, that He is con- 
fined to no Expedients 3 but orders all Things 
according to the Pleafure of his own Will. He. 
bids a low Bank of defpicable Sand, receive 
and repel the moft furious Shocks of aflault- 
ing Seas: And, though the Waves thereof tofs 
tbemfekes with incredible Fiercenefs, yet can 
they not prevail 'y though they roary and feem to 
menace univerfal Deftruftion, yet can they not 
pafs over -f- this flighteft of Mounds, 

A winding Paflage broke the Declivity of 
the Defcent ; and led me, by a gradual Slope, 
to the Bottom, — The Moon being in her Ikft 

Quarter, 

♦ Thefe, doubtleft, are *' the Doors, and the Bars,*' 
>vhich the ALMIGHTY mentions in the Courfe of Ms 
awful Interrogatories to Job, The mnj^ Doors, that can 
never be forced J the yj//^? Bars, that can never be broke; 
and I may add, the confpicuous Columns, oa which his Pro-* 
vidence has infcribed that fovereign Mandate, Neplus ultra. 
Or, as the Prohibition runs in his own majeftic Wordsji 
Hitbirtojhalt thou go^ hut no farther. Job xxxviii, 10, 

t Jir. V, >2, 
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Quarter, and the Tide at its greateft Recefs, 
I walked for a while, where briny Waves were 

wont to flow. The ebbing Waters had left 

a vacant Space, feveral Furlongs broad ; equal, 
in Lengthy to a very extended Vifta ; fmootb on 
its Surface, as the moft level Bowling-green ; 
and almoft as Jtrm^ as the befl: compadled 
Cawfay. Infomuch, that the Tread of a 
Horfe fcarce imprefles it, and the Waters of 
the Sea never penetrate it. Exclufive of this 
wife Contrivance, the fearching Waves would 
infmuate themfclves into the Heart of the 
Earth. The Earth itfelf would be hollow as 
an Honey-Comb, or bibulous as a Sponge. 
And the Sea, foaking by Degrees through all 
its Cavities, would, in Procefs of Time, for- 
fake its Bed, and mingle with the Plains and 
Mountains. But this clofely cemented or glu- 
tinous Kind of Pavement, is like claying the 
Bottom of the univerfal Canal. So that the 
returning Tides confolidate, rather than per- 
forate its Subftance : as a Fluids they prevent 
the Sun from cleaving it with Chinks j as a 
vifcous Fluid, they (hut up the Interflices of the 
Sand, and hinder the Water from exfuding 
through its Pores. — Such, I hope, will be the 
Cafe, with this Soul of mine, and the Temp- 
tations that befet me. Befet me they do, they 
will. But may they never win upon my Af- 
feftions, nor gain Admittance into my Heart ! 

Let 
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Let them make me humble, and keep me vi- 
gilant; teach me to walk clofdy with my 
GOD, and urge me to an inceffant Depend- 
ence on CHRIST. Then, inftead of being 
ruinous^ they may become advantageous \ and 
inftead of fhattering, will only cicanfe the 
Rock, ^on which they dafh. 

The mighty Waters, rcftlcfe even in dieir 
utmoft Tranquillity, with a folcmn ♦but pla- 
cid Murmur, flruck my fear. The Billows, 
fometimes advancing to kifs the Sand ; fome- 
times drawing back their curly Heads into the 
Deep ; whitened, at their Extremities, into an 
agreeable Foam. Which, with the rcfle6Hve 
Reprefentation of the axurc Canopy, formed 
the Appearance of a moft Ipacious Mantle, 
tinged with a beautiftd Blue, and edged with 
Fringes of Silven-— jD%»//j^ and Ekgance, I 
find, are the infeparable Charafteriftics of the 
CREATOR'S Workmanftiip. As Comfort and 
HappinefSy I fometimes perceive, are the very 
Spirit of his Oofpel, and the genuine Produce 
of his Commands. 

On one Side, the Atlantiv Main rolled its 
Surges from World to World. — ^What a Spcc- 

tade 

♦ This is defcribed with inimitable Propriety by Hmtfr-^ 

And only not quite fo beautifully by AdiUon % 
Hefatd ', and as the Sound of TVaters dap 
Hoarfe Murmur tchid to bis fVords Afpkufu 
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tadc of Magnificence and Terror I What an 
irrefiflible Incitement to Reverence and Awe ! 
How it fills the Mind, and amazes the Ima-i 
gination ! 'Tis the grflndeft and moft augufi 
Object under the whole Heavens.— •It reminds 
me of that apocalyptic Vifiortj which J^hn^ 
the inraptured Seer, beheld ! As it were a great 
Mountain burning mth Fire^ was caft into the 
Sea^ and the third Part of the Sea became Bhod^ 
iM/ the third Part if the Creatures which wen 
in the Sea^ and bad Life^ died*, and the third 
Part of the Ships were deftroyed*. I have not 
Penetration enough, to difcover the fpiritud 
Meaning of this Paflage; but, I diicern a 
moft dreadful Grandeur, in its plain and literal 
Scnfe. — --If We confider the woftderfiil Com- 
pafi, and the terrible Force, of fuch an enor- 
mous Mafs of Fire; if We confider its hoi- 
rible and deftnuftive EfFeds, on fuch a vaft 
Body of Waters, as the third Part of the 
Ocean; how tremendous and afloniihing is 
die Idea ! Surely, nothing but divine Inspira- 
tion could fuggeft thefe Images ; as None bat 
4n Almighty BEING can execute this Ven- 
geance. Who would not fear an eternal 
King, that has fuch Weapons and fuch ArtiU 
lery, rejerved againjithe Day <f Battle andWar^. 

Spacious as the Sea is, GOD has provided 
a Garment, to cover it. Iinmenfe as the Sea is. 

GOD 

* Riv. viu. 8, 9. t J^i xxxviU. 23, 
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GOD has ^vt^ZKAfwadling Bands ^ to inwrap 
it. Ungovernable as it may feem to Us, He 
over^rules it with as much Eafe, as the Nurfe 
manages a new-born Infant *. An Infant it. 
is, before Almighty Power j and to an Infant 
it is compared, by JEHOVAH Himfelf: 
though, to our Apprchenfion, it raves like a 
fiupendous MaJman^-^-^Butj if HE command, 
it opens a peaceful Bofom, and receives his 
People. It fmooths the Way for then* Paf^ 
fage, and ftands as a Bulwark for their De- 
fence. They march through the midjl of the 
Sea upon dry Ground^ and the Waters are a Wall 
unto them on their Right-hand and on their left'\. 
If he reverfes his Mandate, they drive down, 
with an irrefiftible Sweep, upon the Hofts of 
Pharaoh ; and ovei-whelm the Chariots and 
Horfes of Egypt. They pour Confufion upon 
Arrogance J, and difappoint the Defigns of 

Perfe- 

• Job xxxviii. 8, 9. f Exod. xiv. 22: 

X Arrogance — This is defcribed with exquifite Delicacy, 
in the Ettivixiov or triumphant Song of Mofts, The Enemy 
faidy I will purfue ; / will overtake ; / will divide the Spoil ; 
my Lujl Jhall be fatisfied upon them : I will draw my Sword^ 
mine Hand Jhall dejlroy them. — What fwcUing Words of Va- 
nity are here ! The very Spirit of a Thrafo breathes in every 
Syllable of this beautiful Profopopaia. Never was the Lan- 
guage of Blujler^ Ferocity.^ and Rhodomontade^ fo finely mi- 
micked. — How noble is the Turn, and how exalted the Sen- 
timent, that follows ! THOU didji blow with thy H^ind\ the 
Sea covered them ; they fank as. Lead in the mighty fVaters. 
The G O D of Ifrael need not fummon all his Power, or 
level the right-aiming Thunder-bolts ^ He only blows with 

his 
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Perfecution and Cruelty. — -If He fays, Be 
Jlill: the bellowing Surges are huflied; and 
the gentleft Lamb is not fo quiet. If He fays, 
Dejiroy : even the quiefcent Waters kindle into 
Rage; they rife in their MAKER's Caufe^ 
and ten thoufand Lions, flung with Hungeri 
and rufhing upon the Prey, are not fo fierce. 
When He bids them execute any other Com- 
miffion ; the Horfe broke to the Bit, the Spa- 
niel difciplined to the Signal, are not half fb 
dutiful and obfequious.-^-^And fhall our Paf- 
Jions be more wild than the WindSj more tur- 
bulent than the Billows ? Forbid it. Almighty 
LORD ! Thou that ruleji the Raging of the Sea ; 
and the Noife of bis fVaveSy reftrain, fubdue, 
and calm the Madnefs of the People. 

The Eye travels hard. It wanders over a 
vafl, vafl Length of flufhiating Plains *. It 
reaches the Limits of the Hemifphere, where 
Skies and Waves feem to mingle. Yet it has 
fcarce made an Entry upon the World of 
Waters. What I here difcern, is no more 
than the Skirts of the great and wide Sea. 
Trails incomparably broader, are flill behind ; 
and Tra6ls of unbounded Extent, are behind 
even thofe. — Great then, O my Soul, incon-^ 
ceivably great, is that adored and glorious 

SOVE- 

his Wind, and the great Mountain breaks like a Bubble. 
All this infolent and formidable Parade is quaftied ; finks into 
Nothing ; expires in Shame and Ruin. Exod. xv. 9, 10. 
♦ III Campofqut natanUSi Lucrct; 

Vol. III. J 
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SOVEREIGN, who fitteth upon this Flood, 
as upon a Throne *. Nay, Who holds it, 
difFufcd as it is from Pole to Pole, in the 
Hollow of his Hand ; and before whom, in 
all its prodigious Dimenfions, it is but as the 
Drop of a Bucket. — How fhall Reptiles of the 
Ground fink low enough in their own Appre- 
henfions ! What Humiliation can be fuffici- 
cntly deep for finful Mortals^ before this 
•^ High and Holy ONE I" Yet how may they 
rife on the Wings of Hdpe ! How may they 
foar on the Pinions of Faith ! When, in the 
Language of his Prophet, and in his own 
SON'S Name, they thus addrefs the everlaft- 
ing GOD. Awake ! Awake ! Put on Strength^ 
O Arm of the LORD ! Awake ^ for our Suc- 
cour and Security, as in the antient DaySy in the 
Generations of old. Art Thou not it, that hath 
cut Rahab, and wounded the Dragon ? Art T'bou 
not it, which bath dried the Sea, the Waters of 
the great Deep ? That hath made the Depths of 
the Sea, a Way for the Ranfomed to fafs w^r -f-? 

How grand, furprifmgly grand and majef- 
tic, are the Works, as well as the Nature, of 
an OMNIPOTENT Being ! What are all the 
Canals in all the Countries of the Earth, 
compared with this immenfe Refervatory ! 
What are all the fiiperb Edifices, erefted by 
royal Munificence, compared with yonder 

Con- 
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Concave of the Skies ! And what are the 
moft pompous Illuminations of Theatres and 
triumphant Cities, compared with the relplen- 
dent Source of Day ! They are a Sparky an 

Atorriy .a Drop. ^Nay, in every Spark, and 

Atom, and Drop, that proceeds from the 
Hand of the ALMIGHTY, there is the Ma- 
nifeftation of a Wifdom and a Power abfo- 
lutely incomprehenfible. 

Let us examine a fingle Drop of Water, 
the very leaft Quantity, that the Eye can dif- 
cern ; only fo much, as will juft adhere to the 
Point of a Needle. In this almoft impercep- 
tible Speck, a famous Philofbpher computes 
no leis than thirteen tboufand Glohults. Amaz- 
ing to conceive ! Impoflible to explicate ! — If 
then, in fo fmall a Speck, abundantly more 
than ten thoufand Globules cxift, what My- 
riads of Myriads muft float in the unmea- 

fured Extent of the Ocean ! Let the ablefl: 

Arithmetician try to comprehend in his Mind, 
not the internal Conftitution, but only the 
Number of thefe fluid Particles. As well may 
He grafp the Winds in his Fift, or mete out 
the Univerfe with his Span, as execute the 

Talk. If then We are utterly unable to 

number (which is the moji fuperjicial of all 
Refearches) even the raofl: common Works of 
the great JEHOVAH ; how can We pretend 
to lay open the Secrets, and penetrate tlie Re- 
I z ceiTes 
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cefles of his infinite Mind ! How can We pre- 
tend to inveftigate the whole Procefs, and 
folve all the Difficulties, of that higheji and 
deepeji of the divine Schemes, Redemption ! 

I have fometimes been offended, I muft con- 
fefs, when You have inlarged upon the myjie- 
nous Truths of Chrijlianity. But I perceive, 
the Beam was in my own Eye, when I fan- 
fied, the Mote was in my Friend's. Is there, 
in every Ray of Light, and in every Particle 
of Matter, a Depth of Contrivance unfathom- 
able by the Line of any human Underftand- 
ing ? And fhall there be nothing abftrufe or 
profound, nothing but what is level to our 
Jcanty Apprehenfions, in the great * Tubings of 
G O D's Law, and the glorious -f- T'hings of his 
Gofpel ? To expeil: this, is juft as wife in it- 
felf, and juft as congruous to Nature, as to 

expeft a Sea, whofe Cavities might have 

been digged by our Spade a Sky, whofe 

Arches are meafurable by our Compafs — a Sun, 
whofe Orb may be included in our Lanthorns* 

When therefore I read of ONE uncreated 
and eternal BEING, fubfifting in THREE 
Divine PERSONS ; when I hear of an in- 
finitely pure and perfeft GOD, made Flefh 
for the Redemption of finful Men ; when I 
meditate on the righteous and univerfal 

JUDGE, 

* ^1*nin >i^ Hof. viii. F2. 
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JUDGE, reconciling the World unto Him- 

felf, by the Death of his own SON ; when 

a thoufand carious and inquifitive Thoughts 
are ready to arife on the Occafion ; I will bid 
them, firft found the Depths of z Jingle Drop, 
and then apply their Plummet to the koundlefi 
Ocean. This, I am very fure, is not weak 
Credulity, nor wild Enthufiafm ; but the ma- 
tureft Diflate of Rcafon, and the very Preci- 
fion of Truth. — Let then the great CREATOR 
make that fublime Declaration ; As the Hea^ 
'vens are higher than the ^Eartb^ fo are my Way 5^ 
than your fFays^ and my T'houghts than your 
thoughts*. Let every human Creature add 
that humble Acknowledgment ; O the Depths 
of the Riches J both of the JVifdom and Knowledge 
of GOD I How unfearchable are his Judgments^ 
and his Ways pafi finding out -f- / And not De- 
votion only, but Reafon and Truth, will fay 
Amen to both. 

You fee, Afpafio^ how I am trying to adopt 
your Spirit. You will obferve the willing Scho- 
lar, though not the great Proficient. But 

flay ! Is this right ? To divert from fuch com- 
manding Subje6ls, and take Notice of mere 
Pundlilios ? — My Friend may fpare his Frowns, 
I am furprifed and angry at myfelf. Away 
with the little Arts of Self-recommendation, 

Self 
• J/ai. Iv. 9. t -R^^' xi« 33' 

13 
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Self (hould be forgot, fliould be /wallowed up 
and lojl in devout Aftonifhment, when We 
al e viewing the Magnificence, and meditating 
on the Wonders of Creation. 

Behind me, and far off to the North, Cam^ 
brids dufky Coafts juft, and but juft, emerged, 
Loft were all her Woods and Mountains. In- 
ilead of ornamented Towns, and cultivated 
Plains, a confufed Mift, or a low-hung Cloud, 
feemed to hover on the Ocean's remoteft Brim, 

• Behind me! Remembrance is roufed at the 

Expreffion, and Confciencc fharpcns her Sting, 
Ah ! how often, and how long, h^ve I treate4 
in this very Manner, the nobleft Scenes, and 

the fublimeft Joys ! Have turned my Back ? 

ungrateful and befotted Creature ! — upon the 
heavenly Country, and wandered from the Re- 
gions of infinite Delight ! Therefore now they 
appear dim. I have fcarcely a Glimpfe of their 
tranfcendent Excellencies. Or if I fee theni 
by Faith, it is with frequent Intermifflons, 

and much Obfcurity. ^Turn me, O Thou 

GOD of my Salvation, tum me from pur- 
fuing Phantoms, and attach me to thy ble^Ted 
Self. Let me henceforth fteer an invariable 
Courfe to IMMANUEL's Kingdom. May 
its Treafures, as I advance, open to my VieWj^ 
and its Glories brighten in my Eye. O ! may 
fome Odours, better, far better, than Sabaan 

fpicy 
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fpicy Odours *, exhale from the dele6lablc 

Hills, and the celcftial Shores ! ^But chiefly 

thou eternal SPIRIT breathe upon my Soul, 
both by thy convindtig and comforting Influ- 
ences ! Nor ever ceafe to fwell my Sails, and 
fpeed my Progrefs ; till I arrive at fbe Land^ 
that is very far off\ and fee the KING^ the 
KING of Grace and of Glory, in all his in- 
effable Beauty 'f. 

On my Left-hand, a Range of mountainous 
Cliffs rofe in a perpendicular Direftion. The 
huge Pile extended, as far as the Sight could 
difcern, its black Boundaries, Here, bending 
inwards to the Land ; there, bellying out into 
the Deep; every where projc6ling a Shades 
feveral Leagues a-crofs the Ocean. 

The Height of thefe Cliffs fo prodigious, 
that every human Creature who comes near 
the Summit, flarts back terrified and agbajl. 
Only a few (haggling Goats venture to graze 
on the Top : and thefe, to a Perfon walking 
below, appear but as Specks of moving White. 
While the Sea-mews, that winnow the Air 

about 

♦ Alluding to thofe Lines in Milton. 

■ As when to them who fall 

Beyond the Cafe of Hope^ and now are pafi 
Mofambic, off at Sea North-eaft TVinds blow 
Sabaean Odour ^ from the fpicy Shore 
Of Araby the hlefl^ and many a Leagui 
Lbiwr'd with the grateful Smell old Ocean fmiles^ 

B. IV. 159/ 
'^^I'aiab joodii. 17. 

I4 
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about the middle Steep, look like winged Ani-' 
jnalcules, purfuing their little Sports in a dif- 
ferent Region, The jifpeS of thefe Cliffs fo 

wild and horridy it i? impoflible to behold them 
without a fhivering Dread. The SpetSlator i$ 
apt to imagine, that Nature had formerly fuff 
fered fome violent Convulfions, or been fhat-r 
tered by the flaming Bolts; and that thefe 
are the difmembered Remains of the dreadful 
Stroke. The Ruins, not of Perfepolis or Pal^ 
tnyra^ but of the World ! 

Amazing ! What adventurous daring Crea-f 
ture is yonder, gathering Samphire from the Ca-i. 
vities of the Rocks ! He has let Himfelf down 
feveral Fathom, beneath the bleak and dizzy 
Summit. — He gleans a poor Livelihood, froin 
the Edges of Danger, fhall I fay? Rather, 
from the Jaws of Death. I cannot difcem the 
Rope, to which He clings. He feems to be 
fufpended over the tremendous Precipice, by a 

Thread, by a Hair, by Nothing. I'll look 

no longer. The very Sight chills my Veins. 
While I view his perilous Elevation, I c?^i 
think of nothing but a headlong Downfal, 
and fradlured Bones ; of Brains left to reel^ 
on the pointed Crags, and Blood ftreaming 
on the difcoloured Beach. 

Suppofe (if the Mind can bear fo (hocking 
a Suppofition) fome poor Wretch, expofed on 
the Brow of tlJjs flupendous Promontory i 
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without any Support for his Feet; and cleav^ 
ing only to a weak flender Shrub, that but 
juft adheres to the Interfaces of the Rock. 
What tumultuous Throbbings feize his Breaft ? 
What a dying Palenefs invades his Cheeks? 
And what Agonies of Fear rend his Heart? 
As He hangs, pryeSiing over the ragged Preci- 
pice ; and furveys the Ocean deep, wonderous 

deep below ! ^The Bough gives way. His 

only Hope fails. It yields more and more to 
his Weight- Good Heavens ! He finks ! He 
finks ! O ! for fome friendly Hand, to fnatch 
him from perifliing! Millions, Millions of 
Gold, were the cheap Purchafe of fuch a Mer- 
cy. — There was a Time, my Soul, when thou 
waft in a Situation, equally fhall I fay ? Infi- 
nitely more dangerous. Tottering, not only on 
the Verge of Life^ but on the very Brink of Hell. 
Remember that compaffionate Arm, which 
was ftretched out, in the very Article of Need, 
to refcue Thee from imniinent and cverlafting 
perdition. Never forget that gracious Voice, 
which faid — in Accents fweeter than the Mufic 

of the Seraphic Choir " Deliver him from 

" going down into the Pit. Let his Health 
" be reftored, and his Day of Grace be pro- 
V longed." 

In fome Places, the hideous Ruins not oijly 
tower to the Skies, but lean over the Stiand, 
Prominent and frightfully pendulous, they 

nod 
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nod Horror, and threaten Deftruftion on all 
below. A Perfon congratulates Himfelf, when 
He has got clear of the bending Precipice; 
and can hardly forbear thinking, that the 
enormous Load is with-held by fome unfeen 
Hand, till the execrable Wretch^ doomed to a 
moft aftonifhing Vengeance, is come within 
Reach of the Blow. And truly, if he had the 
Strength of the Elephant, or the Firmnefs of 
the Behemoth, this would grind him to Pow- 
der, or even crufli Him into Atoms. 

How awfiil to confider, that there is a Day 
coming, when wicked Potentates, and haughty 
Monarchs, will beg of yonder Seas, to yawn 
compaffionately deep, and hide them in their 
darkeft Abyfles; hide them from the pierc- 
ing* Eye, and avenging Sword, of inflexible 
Juflice. — That there is a Day coming, when 
the foft Voluptuary, the wanton Beauty, and 
all the Ungodly of the Earth, will befeech thofe 
tremendous Ridges, with all their unfupport- 
able Burden of craggy Rocks, to rujh down 
upon their guilty Heads *. If, by this means, 
they may be fcreened from the infinitely more 
dreaded Weight of divine Indignation. 

Vain are their Cries ^ and vainer ftill would 
\>t their Refuge, fhould their paflionate Re- 
quefts be granted. Can Floods conceal the im-^ 
pious Wretches \ when the Caverns of the 

Ocean 

♦/{^. vi, j2, 13, I4« 
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Ocean fhall be laid bare, and the Foundations 
of the World be difcovered ? Can Rocks fecrefe 
3n obnoxious Rebel j when Rocks, w-ith alltheir 
marble Quarries, and adamantine Entrails, 
(hall diffolve like melting Wax? When Hillc^ 
that plunge their Roots to the Centre, and lofe 
their towering Heads in Air, fliall ftart from 
their affrighted Bafe *, and flee away like a 
withered Leaf ! — Good GOD ! What racking 
Anguifh muft they feel ! What inexpreflibly fe- 
vcrer Torpient muft ihtyfear! Who can im- 
plore, ardently implore as a moft defu-able Fa- 
vour, 

♦ This brings to our Remembrance a moft fublioie Dct 
fcription of the DIVINE POWER, which arifes in a beau, 
dful Climax and terminates in ti^is grand Idea. Tie Folcg 
tfihe LORD is mighty in Operation^ the Voice of the LORD 
u a glorious Voice. The Voice of the LORD breaketh the O- 
dors ; yea^ the LORD breaketh the Cedars of Lebanon. He 
fnaketb them alfo tojkip like a Calf\ Lebanon and Sirion like a 
young Unicorn. Pfal. xxix. 4, 5, 6. 

The Voice of the LO RD is mighty in Operation, This is 
the general rropofition ; which, in the following Senten- 
ces, We fee moft magnificently illuftrated. The Voice 

of the LORD breaketh the Cedars ; when He fpeaks in Thun- 
der, and bids the Lightning execute his Orders, the TVecs^ 
the Cedar-Trees, thofe fturdieft Produdiions of the Earth, 
are fliivered to Pieces.' — Tea^ the LORD breaketh the Cedars of 
licbanon ; which, for Statelinefs and Strength^ furpafs the 
Oaks of the Foreft, almoft as much as the Qak exceeds ^ 
Shrub.— It is a fmall Thing with JEHOVJH, to rend the 
Trunks, to te^r up the Roots, and make thofe mafly Bodies 
fiip like a Calf\ even Lebanon and Sirion^ the Mountains oi| 
which they grow, tremble before their GOD. They are 
thrown into ftrange Commotions ; they are ready to fpring 
from their Foundations j and, with all their Load of Woodf 
and Rocks, appear like fome affrighted or fome fportivo 
Animal^ HM^arts wiUi Horror^ or Teafs with Exuiutioq. 
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your, what Imagination itfelf fhudders to con- 
ceive. 

In fome Places, thefe mountainous Declivi- 
ties lift their Brow aloft; plant their Bafis 
deep \ and, inftead oi portending a Fall, defy the 
Fuiy of the moft impetuous Elements. Firmly 
confolidated, and ftedfaftly eftablifhed, they 
have withftood the united, the repeated Af- 
faults of Winds and Waves, through a long 

Series of revolving Ages. The facred Wri-^ 

ters, I obferve, fele6l almoft all the flxiking 
Images, which the whole Creation affords ; in 
order to communicate their heavenly Ideas, 
with the greateft Advantage. Ifaiah^ defcrib- 
ing the Security of the Righteous, takes his 
Comparifon from the grand Spedlacle before 
my Eyes. He pall dwell on high : his Place of 
Defence Jhall be the Munitions of Rocks ^ ; inac- 
ceflible as thofe lofty Ridges, immoveable as 
their everlafting Foundations. 

Should it be afked, what thefe Munitions 
of Rocks may fignify ? — I find two Places of 
Refuge and Safeguard, pointed out in Scrip- 
ture ; to either of which, I believe, the Meta- 
phor is applicable. HehadHornSy fays one of 
the divine Pindarics, coming out of his Hand : 
there was the Hiding of his Power -f-. Uncon- 

troulable 

♦ Jfai. xxxiii. 16. 

t Habak, iii^4. Horns were an Emblem of Strength. A 
florn of Salvation^ is put fpr a mighty and efFedual Salva- 

tioUf 
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troulable and omnipotent Power was lodged 
in the great JEHOVAH's Hand -, and this w^as 
the fure Defence, this the impregnable Garri- 

fon, for all his People. The Church of 

CHRISr is faid to be in the Clefts of the Rock * : 
That fpiritual Rock^ of which the Ifraelites 
drank in the Wildernefs ; whofe facred Clefts 
were opened, when the bloody Spear tore up 

^ the 

tion, Luke ii. 69. Thou haft heard me from among the Horns 
rf the Unicorns \ Thou haft refcued me from the moft potent 
and formidable Enemies. PfaL xxii. 21. Here the Word 
feems to denote that Power of JEHOVAH, to which no- 
thing is impoflible. And more than feems, if We confult 
the next Claufe. — There was the hiding of his Power ; or, as 
it may be rendered, his powerful Hiding , a moft (ecu re Re« 
fuge, a Sanctuary abfolutely inviolable. I have accommo- * 
dated this Paflage to a different Senfe, Meditat. VoL I, p. 183. 
But the true Signification, moft fuitable to the Context, and 
moft fubfervient to the Prophet's Defign, is, I apprehend, 
given by Theron, It is fbmcwh^t like a noble Sentiment in 
the Night-Thoughts \ which, with a fmall Alteration, may 
ferve as a Paraphrafe on the Text : 

And Ifature^s Shield the Hollow of his Hand. 
* Cant, ii. 14. Should the Reader have an Inclination to 
fee this facred, but myfterious Book explained, I would re- 
fer him to Dr. Gilts kxpofttion of the Canticles. Which has 
fuch a copious Vein of fan(ftified Invention running through 
it, and is interfperfed with fuch a Variety of delicate and bril- 
liant Images, as cannot but highly entertain a curious Mind. 
Which prefeiits Us alfo with fuch rich and charming Dif- 
plays of the Glory of CHRISTs Perfon, the Frcenefs of his 
Grace to Sinners, and the Tendernefs of his Ivove to the 
Church, as cannot but adminifter the moft exquifitc Delight 
to the believing Soul. — Confidered in ifoth thefe Views, I 
think, the Work refembles the Paradifiacal Garden, dc- 
fcribed by Milton ; in which 

Bloflbms and Fruits at once of golden Hue 
Jppfar'd^ with gajfcnamerdCglours mix" d* 
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the REDEEMER'S Side, and cut a wide and 
deadly Pafiage to his Heart. Surely, the Inha^ 
bitants of this Rock have Reafon to Jing *. What 
fhould difquiet them ? Who can deftroy them ? 
Why fhould not the Voice of Joy be in their 
Dwellings, and that Hymn of holy Triumph 
in their Mouths ? We have a ftrong City : SaU 
vationJhaU GOD appoint y Salvation itfelf, for 
Walls and J^lwaris -f . — Happy fhould I think 
xnyfelf, if 1 was interefled in this SAVIOUR, 
and eftablifhed on this Rock. 

Yonder, on the Summit of the moil confpi- 
cuous Cleft, is erefted a grand and flatcly Pile. 
At the Top, my Glafs difcovers a magnificent 
Lanthorn ; at the Foot, are the Huts of Fifher- 
men, furrounded with various Sorts of Nets. 
—It is, I fuppofe, a Ligbt-boufe. Intended to 
apprife the Sailor, of devouring Gulfs, and 
deftru6live Shoals; or elfe to conduft Him, 
into a fafe Road, and fecure Harbour. 

Both the Situation and Delign of the Build- 
ing read me a LefTon : the one of awful Ad- 
monition, the other of comfortable Inflruftion. 
— Comfortable In/irudlion. How maliy and pon- 
derous is the Edifice! Yet, there is not the 
leaft Reafon to be apprehenfive of a Failure 
in the Foundation. Was the Structure ten 
thoufand times larger, the folid Rock would 
fupport it, with the utmofl Eafe, and the ut- 

moft 

♦ Ifau Ixii. II. t Ifai. Kvi. Z% 
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moft Steadinefs. Such is CHRIST, fuch arc 
his Merits, fuch his glorious Righteoufnefs, to 
thofe wife and bleffed Souls, who reft all the 
Weight of their everlafting Interefts on Him 
alone. Sucb, did I fay ? Much furer. For the 
Mountains may depart , and the Hills be removed * ; 
but this divine and eternal Balis can never fink» 
can never be (haken.— ^fw/«/ Admonition. For, 
it recals to my Memory that alarming, yet 
welcome Text^f, which You ftyled the fpiri- 
tuai Light-houfe* Which has btien as fervice- 
able to my diftrefled Mind and bewildered 
Thoughts, as fuch an illuminated Watch- 
tower to the wandering and benighted Mari- 
ner. May I often view it ! Ever attend to its 
faithful Direftioa! And be led by its Influen- 
ces, into the Haven, the defired Haven of 
Peace and Salvation ! 

How changeable is the Face of this liquid 
Element ! Not long ago, there was nothing, 
from this ftony Boundary, to the Horizon's 
utmoft Verge, but the wildeft Tumult and 
moft horrible Confufion. Now, the ftormy 
Flood has fmoothed its rugged Brow, and the 
watery Uproar is lulled into a profound Tran- 
quillity. Where rolling Mountains rufhed and 
raged, threatening to dafti the Clouds, and 

deluge 

♦ I/aiAiv. xo, t Sec Rom. ix. 30, 31, 32. and Vol, 
H. Letter V. 
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deluge the Earth ; there the gentlefi Undulations 
play, and only juft wrinkle the Surface of the 
mighty Bafon. Where the dreadful Abyfs 
opened its wide and unfathomable Jaws, to 
fwallow up the trembling Sailor, and his (bat- 
tered Veffel; there a calm and clear Expanfe 
difFufes its ample Bofom, alluring the Fifh to 
balk in the Sun, and inviting the Sea-fowl to 
watch for their Prey. 

In this fair floating Mirror, I fee the Pifture 
of every Cloud, that pafles through the Regi- 
ons of the Sky. But in its uncertain and 
treacherous Temperature, I fee more plainly 
the inconftant and ever- variable Condition of 
human Affairs. — I durft not be Surety to the 
Mariner, for peaceful Seas and foothing Gales, 
I could not afceitain the Continuance of this 
Halcyon Weather, fo much as a fmgle Day, 
or even to the next Hour. And let me not 
fondly promife myfelf an uninterrupted Tenor 
of Serenity in my Mind, or of Profperity in 
my Circumftances. Sometimes, my Heart ex- 
ults under the Smile of Heaven, and the Fa- 
vour of GOD. But foon 3 ah ! too fbon I am 
clouded with Fear, and opprefled with Corrup- 
tion. I figh out that paffionate Acknowledg- 
ment, Wretched Man that I ami And add that 
wifhful Inquiry, Who JloaU deliver me f For this 
difordered State of Things, the afflifted Pa- 
triarch's Complaint, is the moft appofite Mot- 
to, 
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to> and the moft wholefome Memento ; Changes 

and War are around me*. But there is a 

World, where difaftrous Revolutions will be 
known no more. Where our Enjoyments will 
no \ovig(^v fluSluate like the Ocean, but be more: 
ftedfaft than the Rocks, and more immoveable 
than the Shores* 

Here, I fee an immenfe Collection of Wa- 
ters, in a State of deep Repofe. Could I ex- 
tend my View to fome remoter Trafts, I fhould 
behold every Thing fmoother and calmer ftill. 
Not a Furrow finks, nor a Ridge fwells, the 
Surface of the Ocean. 'Tis all like a glafly 
Plain. The Waves are afleep. Echo is hufhed. 
Not a Gale ftirs. The Sea ftagnates i the Ma- 
riner is becalmed 'y and the VefTel fcarcely creeps. 
— ^Whereas, could I furvey the Straits of Ma-- 
gellan or the Gut of Gibraltar^ I fliould find a 
very ftriking Difference. There, the Waters 
prefs in with Vehemence, and rufti forwards 
with Impetuofity. All is there in ftrong Agi- 
tation, and rapid Progrefs. The Ship is ivhirled 
through the narrow Paflage ; and rides, as it 
were, on the Wheels of the Surge, or on 

the Wings of the Wind. This, my dear 

Afpafio, is a true Image of what I have been, 
and of what I am. Some Months ago, when 
I was infenfible of Guilt, all my Prayers were 
liftlefs, and all my Religion was a fpiritual 

Le* 
• Joh X. 17. 

Vol. III. K 
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Lethargy. I felt not in my Heart, what I ut- 
tered with my Tongue. Hofannabs were but 
an empty Ceremony, and Confeffions froze on 

my formal Lips. But, fmce the SPIRIT of 

GOD has awakened me from my Dream, and 
convinced me of my Sinfulnefs, I can no longer 
be fatisfied with indolent and yawning Devo- 
tions. Tiyals and Temptations put ftrong 
Cries into my Mouth. My Soul mourns before 
the LORD : my Defires plead with the blefled 
GOD : and I am ready to fay, as the Patriarch 
of old, " I cannot, I mult not, 1 will not let 
" Tbee gOy unlefs Thou blefs me *." 

I fee no Flocks of Sheep, with fober Afli- 
duity, nibbling the grafly Plains. No fportive 
Lambs, with innocent Gaiety, frifking along 
the funny Banks. Here are no Stables for the 
generous Steed, nor Paftures for the lufty 
Heifer. Neverthelefs, thefe watery Regions 
are flocked with Colonies of proper and pecu- 
liar Inhabitants. Who are clothed and ac- 

coutered in exaft Conformity to the Clime. 
Not in fwelling Wool, or buoyant Feathers ; 
not in a flowing Robe, or a full-trimmed Suit ; 
but with as much Compa6lnefs, and with as 
little Superfluity, as poflible. They are clad, 
or rather JJoeaibed in Scales : which adhere 
clofely to their Bodies, and are always laid in 
a Kind of natural Oil. Than which Apparel 

nothing 

* Gen. xxxii. 26, 
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nothing can be more ligbfy and at the fame 
Time nothing vnoYtfolid. It hinders the Fluid 
from penetrating their Flefh ; it prevents the 
Cold from coagulating their Blood ; and en- 
ables them to make their Way through the 
Waters, with the utmoft Facility. — They have 
each a curious Inftrument *, by which they 
increafe or diminifh their fpecific Gravity: 
and fink like Lead, or float like a Cork ; rife 
to what Height, or defcend to what Depthi 
they pleafe. 

This is the Abode of Leviatbarij hugeft of 
living Creatures. Before whom the broad- 
limbed Elephant, and the tall-necked Camel^ 
are mere Shrimps. A ftretched-out Promon- 
tory, when He fleeps j a moving Ifland, when 
He fwims; ** making the Sea to boil like a 
" Pot," when, unweildily wallowing. He takes 
his prodigious Paftime. — Here, the voracious 
Sbarky that Tyrant of the fluid Kingdoms, 
and Affaflin of the finny Nations, roams and 
commits his Ravages: imbrues his horrid 
Fangs, and marks his rapid Path, with Blood. 
— Here dwelt that greaty and greatly furprif- 
ing Fijhy whofe Fiercenefs and Avidity the Al- 
mighty SOVEREIGN employed as hisPurfui- 
vant, to arreft a fugitive Prophet. Whofe 
ample Jaws, or capacious Entrails, were the 
Dungeon to confine a rebellious Subjeft, and 

K 2 the 

• The Air-bladder* 
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the Cabin to lodge a penitent Offender. Whofe 
Bulk and Strength and Speed were a kind of 
Veflel, tranfporting this Convift to the Bottom 
^fthe Mount ainsy and the Bars of the Earth *. 
After the Criminal was fufRciently chaftifed, 
and properly humbled, they ferved as a Galley 
with pars, to convey Him fafe to Land. 

In the fame Element refides, (at leaft takes 
up Part of his Refidence) that formidable Mon- 
fter, who is made without Fear, and has not 
his Like upon Earth. He efteemeth the pointed 
Iron as Straw, and ponderous Brafs as rotten 
Wood. His Heart is as hard as a Piece of the 
nether Millftone, and his Scales are a Coat of 
impenetrable Mail. Strength not to be refift- 
ed, much lefs to be fubdued, lies intrenched in 
his fmewy Neck. His Eyes are like the Eyelids 
of the opening Day 5 and when He rolls thofe 
glaring Orbs, there feems to be another Morn 
rifen on Mid-noon. His Teeth are terrible, 
jagged for Rapine, and edged with Death • 
His Throat is as a burning Furnace j Clouds 
of Smoke roll froni his Nofti'ils, and Flakes 
of Fire ifiue from his Mouth. None, no not 
the moft rcfolutc, dares provoke Him to the 
Combat, or even ftir Him up from his Slum- 
bers. He laugheth at the fhaking of the Spear, 
and Sorrow marcheth in TCriumph before Him \. 

When^ 

* '^onah li. 6. 
' t "^Job xli. 22. n2j<"|\'^nn ViS^ Maror^ fays Bochart^ 
fracmt taU'imm Mutator ii ComtSy tumidifUt^Autian^uh if/- 
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Whenever He raifeth Himfelf, the Mighty 
are afraid j wherever He advanceth, Ruin is 
there. — If a mere Creature is capable of fpread- 
ing fuch Alarm and Dread ; hov^ greatly is the 
CREATOR himfelf to be feared ! Who can 
turn the moft harmkfs Inhabitant of the, 
Ocean, into a ravenous Alligator, or a horrid 
Crocodile ! Who can arm every Reptile of the 
Ground, with all the Force and Rage of a 
Lion! 

'Tis impoffible to enter on the Mufter-roll, 
thofe fcaly Herds, and that minuter Fry, 
which graze the Sea-weed, or ftray through 
the coral Groves. They are innumerable, as 
the Sands that lie under them y countlefs, as- 
the Waves that cover them. Here are un- 
couth Animals, of monjlrous Shapes *, and 

amazing 

gis. Terror and Anguifli are a kind of advanced Guard to 
this Monarch among the Reptiles. Or, they go before the 
Monfter, as the Man bearing a Shield went before the PhUi- 
ftine Giant. — The original Word occurs in no other Part of 
the facred Book. I cannot recollcdl any Expreflion, which 
fo fully reprefents its Meaning, as Homer^s xviioccv^ or Xcno- 
phones yctvpioco'^ai j both which are intended to defcribe the 
Ardor and Aftion of a high-mettled prancing Steed. 

♦ Monfirous Shapes-— ^uzhzsthQ Sword- fjh \ whofe upper 
Jaw is lengthened into a ftrong and ll.arp Sword. With 
which He fomctimes ventures to attack the Ships, though 
armed with Thunder j and is capable of piercing their Sides, 
though ribbed with Oak. This may be called the Champion 
of the Waters. Who, though never exceeding fixtccn Feet in 
Length, yet, confiding in a Weapon at once fo trully and fo 
tremendous, fcruples not to give Battle even to the Whalo 
HimfclC— The Sun-fijh has no Tailj fccms to be all Head ; 

K 3 5uid 
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amazing Qualities *. Some, that have been 
difcovered by the inquifitive Eye of Man ; an4 
many more, that remain among the Secrets of 
the hoary Deep, — ^Here are Sholes and Sholes, 

of 

and was it not for two Fins, which %&, the Part of Oars, 
would be one entire round Mafs of Flefli. — The Polypusy 
remarkable for its numerous Feet, and as many Claws ; by 
which it has the Appearance of a niere Infe£t, and feems fit- 
ted only to xrrawl. At the iame Time, an Excrefcence, arif- 
ing on the Back, enables it to fteer a fteady Courfe in the 
Waves. So that it may pafs under the twofold Character of 
a Sailor and a Reptile, — Horace intimates, that the BritiJk 
pcean is famous for producing Sea-monfters ; 

TV belluofus qui remotis 

Ohjlrepit Oceanus Britannis. 
* Amazing Qualities — Among thefc may be reckoned the 
Torpedo^ whichbeoumbs on a fudden, and renders impotent, 
whatever Fifh it aflaults. And, which is a more extraordi- 
nary Property, ftrikes even the Filherman's Arm, when He 
offers to lay hold on it, with a temporary Deadnefs. By diis 
means, it pofTeiTes the double Advantage, of arrefling its 
Prey, and fecuring itfelf, — ^The Cuttie-'fjh^ furnifhed with a 
liquid Magaz^ine, of a Colour and Confidence like Ink, 
Which, when purfued by an Enemy, the Creature emits, 
and blackens the Water. By this Artifice, the Foe is be- 
wildered in the Chace ; and while the One vainlv gropes in 
the dark, the Other fcizes the Opportunity, ana makes his 
Efcape. —The Nautilusy whofe Shell forms a natural Boat. 
The dextrous Inhabitant unfurls a Membrane to the Wind, 
which ferves him inftead of a Sail. He extends alfo a Couple 
of Arms, with which, as with two flender Oars, He rows 
Himfelf along. When He is difpofed to dive. He ftrikes Sail ; 
and, without any Apprehcnfion of being drowned, fmks to 
the Bottom. When the Weather is calm, and He has an 
Inclination to take his Pleafure, He mounts to the Surface ; 
and, felf- taught in the Art of Navigation, performs hisVoyagc 
without cither Chart or Compafs : is Himfelf the Vejfely the 
Riggings and the Pilot, — For a more copious Dluftratiori 
of this amuAng and wonderful Subjedt^ fee NaU DifpL Vol* 

m. 
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of various Charaders, and of the moft diver- 
fified Sizes j from the cumbrous Whale, whofe 
Flouncings tempeft the Ocean, to the evanef- 
cent Anchovy, whofe Subftance diflblves in the 

(inalleft Fricajfee. Some, lodged in their 

pearly Shells, and fattening on their rocky 
Beds, feem attentive to no higher Employ^ 
than that of imbibing moift Nutriment. Thefe, 
but a fmall Remove from vegetable Life, are 
almoft rooted to the Rocks, on which they lie 
repofed. While others, aflive as the winged 
Creation, and fwift as an Arrow from the /«- 
dian Bow, (hoot along the yielding Flood, 
and raiige at large the ipacious Regions of the 
Deep. 

Here is the Hortoife^ who never moves but 
under her own portable Pent-houfe. The Lob^ 
fter^ which, whether He fleeps or wakes, is 
ftill in a State of Defence, and clad in jointed 
Armour. The Oyjievy a fort of living Jelly, 
ingarrifoned in a Bulwark of native Stone. 
With many other Kinds of Sea-reptiles, or, as 
the Pfalmift fpeaks, Things creeping innumer- 
able ♦. 1 am furprifed at the Variety of 

their Figure, and charmed with the Splen- 
dor of their Colours. Unfearchable is the 
Wifdom, and endlefs the Contrivance, of the 
all-creating God ! — Some are rugged in their 
Form, and little better than hideous in their 

K 4 Afpeft. 

f PJal. civ. 24^ 
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Aipcct. Tbdr Shells fecm to be the rude Pro 

cjijticn ci a dilbrdcrly Jumble, rather than 

thr r^^-!ar Eifccts of Skill and Defign, Yet 

Wi ihiH End, c%"en in thefe firming Irregula- 

n:r», the rAvj Difpofiticns. Thefe Abodes, 

inrocith as they may appear, are adapted to 

djc Gcuus of their relpeclive Tenants, and ex- 

ajtJr f^tsd to their particular Exigencies, 

Xdihcr th^ />•:/•: Delicacy, nor the Corinthian 

Richn^ii^ nor any other Order of Architefhire, 

'ttcsiisi h3L\r icrv'cd their Purpofes half fo well, 

as this ccvzne and homdv Fabric. 

ScDj, ca the other Hand, are extremely 
DC*:. Their StrLcnire is alJ Symmetry and 
Eik^arcr, Xo Enamel in the World is comr- 
p&rxr^ » ibcir Polith. There's not a Room of 
&ir/, in all die Palaces of Europe^ fo brilli-r 
anily ^rdcaied^ as the Dining-room and the Bed- 
diirr-ber of the little Filh, that dwells in Afor 
r?k^ /rpfi^^L Such a lovely Mixture of Red, 
inc F"u*;. axKi Grtcn, Jib delightfully ftaining 
:h< :::.V: clear and gliilcring Ground, is no 
v*l:i:i tl.i to l>f i«n. The royal Power may 
co'^: ::. and human Art may mimic it; but 
::il:':cr the o::e, ncr tl:e other, nor both united, 
V* :i; c .-vT ^- ^Me ro cqiial it. 

Su: wh.:: I acaiirc more, tlian all their 
5:.c::ks, their S^^cts, and their Embroidery, is, 
T::e e\:raorcina:y Proviiion made for their 
i^V 0*? — ^^'-thing is mere relilhing and palat- 
able 



Let.9- Theron to Aspasio. 137 

able than their Flefh. Nothing more heavy 
and fluggifh than their Motions, As they 
have no Speed to efcape, neither have they 
any Dexterity to elude the Foe. Were they 
naked or unguarded, they muft be an eafy 
Prey to eveiy Free-booter, that roams the 

Ocean. ^To prevent this fatal Confequence, 

what is only Clothing to other Animals, is to 
them a Clothings a Houfe^ and a Caftle. They 
have a Fortification, that grows with their 
Growth, and is a Part of themfelves. By this 
means, they live fecure amidft Millions and Mil- 
lions of ravenous Jaws : by this means, they arc 
imparked^ as it were, in their own Shell 3 and, 
fcreened from every other Afl^ult, are referved 
for the Ufe and Pleafure of Mankind. 

This is the Birth-place of Cod^ the ftanding 
Repaft of Lent, This is the Nurfery of Tur-- 
boty for its exquifite Relifh juftly ftyled. The 
Pheafant of the Waters. Hence comes the 
Sturgeon^ delicious even in Pickle, and a Re- 
gale for royal Luxury : Hence the Flounders^ 
dappled with reddifh Spots, and a Supply for 

vulgar Wants. Here dwell the Mackerel^ 

decked, when haled from their native Ele- 
ment, richly decked with the moft glofly Diesj 
the Herrings whofe Back is mottled with Azure, 
and his Belly fleek with Silver : the Salmon^ in 
plainer Habit, but of larger Subftance, ancj 
higher Efteem, than either or both the pre- 
ceding. 
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ceding. — Thefe, when fhottcn and lean, wan- 
der wildly up and down the vaft Abyfs. When 
fkm/f and delicate^ they throng our Creeks, 
and fwarm in our Bays : they repair to the 
Shallows, or haunt the running Streams,— 
Who bids thefe Creatures evacuate the Shores, 
and difperfe themfelves into all Quarters, when 
they become worthlefs and unfit for our Ser- 
vice? Who rallies and recals the undifciplined 
Vagrants, as foon as they are improved into 
defirable Food ? Who appoints the very Scene 
of our Ambuflies, to be the Place of their 
Rendezvous ? So that they come like Volun- 
teers to our Nets ? Surely, the Furlow is 

figned, the Sunmions iffued, and the Point of 
Reunion fettled, by a Providence ever indul- 
gent to Mankind ; ever ftudious to treat Us 
with Dainties, and load Us with Benefits*. 

We have wondered zt four S A FIOU Kb 
Penetration and Power — hisPenetratianyViKich^ 
though the Sea was at a Diftance, and Walls 
intervened, difcerned the Fifh, that had juft 

jfwallowed a Piece of Money ^his Power ^ 

which, without any Delay, brought the law- 
lefs Rambler, charged with the filver Spoil, 
to Peters Hook. But is it not more wonder- 
ful, to obfei-ve fuch innumerable Multitudes 
of finny Vifitants, annually approaching our 
Shores, and crouding our Banks ? Which fur- 

nifh 

♦ Pfal. Ixviu. 19, t Sec Lcttp^ vm. f. 85. 
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jiifh our Tables with a wholfome and de-p 
licate 'R£paft\ at the fame Time, that they 
yield to our Nation a Revenue *, more cer-^ 
tarn, and no lefs confiderable, than the Mines 
of Peru, 

Thefe approach, while thofe of enormous Size 
3nd tremendous Appearance abandon the Shores- 
The latter might endanger the Fifherman's 
3afety, and would certainly fcare away the va-r 
luable Fifh from our Coafts. They are there- 
fore reftrained by an invifible Hand, and ab- 
fcond in the Abyffes of the Ocean. Juft as 
the wild Beafts of the Earth, impelled by 
the fame over-ruling Power, hide themfelves 

in the Recefles of the Foreft, A Ship, in- 

fefted with a peftilential Diftemper, is obliged 
to keep off at Sea, and perform ^arantine^ 
In like manner, thefe Monfters of the Deep, 
are laid under a providential Interdi6V. As 
i their Prefence would always be pernicious, they 
are never fuffered to come near ^ their Qoaran- 
tine is perpetual. 

AJk now the Beajls^ and they Jljall teach T^ee \ 
(ind the Fowls of the Air^ and they Jkall tell 
Thee : or /peak to the Earthy and it fiall tcacb 

Thee y 

♦ We are told by the afore-mentioned Author, That the 
Banks of Newfoundland alone, bring in to the Proprietors of 
Aat Fiihcry, a Revenue of feveral Millions every Year. — 
And they will, in all Probability, be an unimpaired Refource 
of Trcafurc, when the richeft Mines now wrought in the 
Worlds are choked up or exhaufted* 
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I'hee * J and the FiJJ:es of the Sea Jloall declare 
unto "thee — That the LORD h gracious — That 

his tender Mercies are over all his Works 

That to Us He is fuperabundantly and pro- 
fufely good. Having ordered all Things in 
the Surges of the Ocean, as well as on the 
Surface of the Ground, for our rich Accom- 
modation, and for our greateft Advantage, 

One Circumftance, relating to the Natives of 
the Deep, is very peculiar, and no lefs afto- 
nifhing. As they neither fow, nor reap 5 have 
neither the Produce of the Hedges, nor the 
Gleanings of the Field 5 they are obliged to 
plunder and devour one another, for neceflary 
Subfiftence. They are a kind of authorized 
Banditti, that make Violence and Murder ^ 
their profefled Trade. — ^By this means, prodi- 
gious Devaftations enfue 5 and, without pro- 
per, without very extraordinary Recruits^ the 
whole Race muft continually dwindle, and at 
kngth be totally extinft, — Were they to bring 
forth, like the moft prolific of our terreftrial 

Ani- 

♦ Job xji. 7, 8. The Earth is reprefented, as bearing 
witnefs to the immenfe Benignity of the blefled GOP. 
Some Minutesy or a fliort JbJiraSf^ of her Tcftimony on 
this Occafion, may be fecn in Letter VI. 

t To this, I believe, the Prophet alludes, in that re- 
markable Expreflion ; TI)ou makejl Men as the Fijhes of the 
Sea. Thou fuffereft Men to commit, without Rcftraint pp 
Controul, all Manner of Outrages. What (hould be a 
^ivil Community, is a Scene of Oppreflion. The Wealceft 
arc a Prey to the Strongeft, and every One fceks the Dc-^ 
^ru^ion of his Neighbour. Habak. i. 14. 
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Animals, a Dozen only, or a Score at each 
Birth ; the Increafe would be unfpeakably too 
fmall for the Confumption. The weaker Spe- 
cies would be deftroyed by the ftronger ; and, 
in Time, the ftronger muft perifh, even by 
their fuccefsful Endeavours to maintain them- 
felves. — Therefore, to fupply Millions of Af^ 
faflins with their Prey, and Millions of Tables 
with their Food, yet not to depopulate the 
watery Realms 5 the Iflue produced by every 
Breeder is almoft incredible. They fpawn, 
not by Scores or Hundreds, but by Thoufands 
and by Millions *. A Jingle Mother is pregnant 
with a Nation. By which amazing, but moft 
needful Expedient, a periodical Reparation is 
made, proportionable to the immenfe Havoc. 

As the Sea is peopled with animated Inha- 
bitants, it is alfo variegated with vegetable Pro- 
du6lions. Some, foft as Wool ; others, hard 
as Stone. Some rife, like a leaflefs Shrub ; 
fo;ne are expanded, in the Form of a Net ; 

fome 

* Mr. P^//V found 342,144 Eggs in the hard Roe of a 
Carp, fixteen Inches Jong. Mr. Lewenlneck counted, in a 
Cod of an ordinary Size, 9,384,000 Eggs. — A fecun- 
dity perfectly amazing ! But admirably adapted to the prciT- 
ing Exigencies of the watery World ; admirably contrived 
for the Benefit and Delight of Mankind ! — If We advert to 
this Peculiarity, it will give the utmoft Emphafis to the Pa- 
triarch's metaphorical Expreilion, and an inimitable Beauty 
to his prophetic Wilh, "y^^ IJ^ Let thefe my Grandfons grow 
into a Multitude ^ let them multiply abundantly, even like the 
Filhcs of the Ocean. Gen. xlviii. i6. 



142 Th£ron /^ AspAsio* Lctgi 

fomc grow with their Heads downwards, and 
fccm rather hanging on, than fpringing from^ 
the Juttings of the Rocks. Thefe may with 
much greater Propriety, than the famous 
Plantations of SemiramiSy be called penile Gar- 
dens. But, as You and I have never vifited 

the Forefts of the Ocean, nor taken fo much 
as a (ingle Tvurn among thofe fubmarine Groves ; 
as Mofesj Jojhua, and Jonaby the only Writers 
that evei- made the wonderful Tour, intent 
upon more important Themes, have left Us no 
Memoirs relating to this curious Point ; I fhall 
not venture to advance any thing particular 
on the Subje£t. Only one Remark I would 
offer in general — 

The Herbs and Trees, which flourifh on 
the dry Land, are maintained by the Juices, 
that permeate the Soil, and fluftuate in the 
Air. For this Purpofe, they are furnifhed 
with Leavesy to coUefl the one j and with 
R<K)t5y to attraft the other. Whereas, the Sea- 
plants, finding fufficient Nourifhment in the 
circumambient Waters, have no Occafion to 
detach a Party of Roots into the Ground, 
and forage the Earth for Suftenance. Inftead 
therefore oi penetratingy they are but juft tacked 
to the Bottom ; and adhere to fome folid Sub- 
fiance, only with fuch a Degree of Tenacity^ 
as may fecure them from being tolled to and 
fro, by the random Agitation of the Waves. 

Wc 
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We fee from this, and numberlefs other In- 
fiances, what a Diverjity there is, in the Ope- 
rations of the great CREATOR'S Hand. Yet 
every Alteration is an Improvement, and each 
new Pattern has a peculiar Fitnefs of its own. 

^The fame Oeconomy takes place, fuch a 

Difference of Adminiftration I mean, in his 
Government of the rational World. In "choof- 
" ing an Heritage for his People," and aflign- 
ing a Condition to each of his Servants, there 
is a great Variety with refpefl to Individuals ; 
yet a perfeft Uniformity, and complete Har- 
mony, with refpedl to the Whole. — Some He 
calls out to a Courfe of diftinguifhed Labours. 
They make an illuftrious Figure in Life, and 
appear as a City fet on an * Hill! Others He 
configns over to Obfcurity. They are like the 
Prophets, whom good Obadiab hid in a Cave, 
and are flykd bisfecret Ones -f*. ^bofe^ the Ce-' 
dars, that ftand confpicuous on the Top of 
Lebanon : thefe^ the Violets, that lie concealed 
at the Foot of a Briar. 

St. Paul was eminently qualified for bufy 
Scenes, and the moft extenfive Services. He is 
introduced, therefore, into Places of Concourfe. 
His Miniftry lies amidft the moft renowned 
and populous Cities. Even his Imprifonment 
at Romey feems to have been a providential 
Expedient for fixing Him, as it were» on the 

Stage 
♦ Matt. V. 14, t Pfal. Ixxxiii. 3. 
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Stage of public Obfervation, and in the very 
Center of univerfal InteUigence. Where his 
Preaching was like phinging a Stone into the 
Midft of a fmooth Canal 5 which afFefts not 
only the neighbouring Parts of the Surface, 
but fpreads the floating Circles over all the 

wide Expanfe. Whereas, the beloved Jobriy 

who feems lefs fitted to buflle among a Croud, 
is fent into the unfrequented folitary Ifland ; 
there to indulge the Flights of heavenly Con- 
templation; and receive, with uninterrupted 
Attention, the myfterious Vifions of GOD. — 
"Job fhall have Thorns in his Path ; have the 
Dunghil for his Seat ; and be expofed, as a 
Mark, to all the Arrows of Tribulation, So- 
lomon fliall dip his Foot in Oil 5 fhall be ele- 
vated on the Throne of Royalty; and furround- 
cd with the moft lavifh Careffes of Heaven. 

In all this feeming, this more than feeming 
Contrariety, there is a Difplay, not only of 
fovereign Authority, but of confummate Pro- 
priety. ^The great HEAD of the Church, 

afts like a judicious General ^ and appoints 
fuch a Station to each of his Soldiers, as cor- 
refponds with the Ability He gives. He a6ls 
like the moft Ikilful Ph^cian ; and prefcribes 
fuch a Remedy for all his Patients, as is moft 
nicely fuited to their re(pe6live Cafe. He 
knows the precife Point of Time, the particu- 
lar Place of Abode> the peculiar Cuxumftances 

of 
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of Condition, which are moft proper for each 
and every of his Children ; and, like a tender 
as well as unerring Father ^ what He knows 

to be beft, that He conftantly allots. 1 faid, 

like a General, like a Phyfician, like a Fathen 
Bat the Comparifon is low ; the Language is 
inexpreffive; CHRIST is allxhzt is implied 
in thefe Relations, and unfpeakably more—^ 
O ! that We may rejoice in the Superintendency 
of fuch a SAVIOUR; and not only refign 
Ourfelves to his Will, but thank Him for ma- 
naging the Reins ; thank Him for direfling our 
Paths. Since, whatever our froward and pe- 
tulant Paffions may fugged. The LORD'S 
Ways are fo faf from being unequal, that He 
orders all Things in Number^ Weighty and 
Meafure. 

All is fo very different from the Profpe6is, 
which lately prefented themfelves, that I can 
hardly forbear alking. Whether I am not tranf- 
lated into a new World? — Where are the wav- 
ing Hillocs, covered with the CREATOR'S 
Bounty ? Where are the fruitful Vallies, made 
vocal with his Praife ? No cultured Field, no 
opening Bloflbm, not fo much as a green Leaf 
appears. None of my late Entertainments re- 
main, but only the cooling Zephirs. Which 
are no longer perfumed with the Breath of 
Flowers, but impregnated with the Frejhneft 

Vol. UL L of 
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of the Ocean. ^Yet, though all thofe lovely 

Landfchapes are withdrawn > though the gurg- 
ling Fountain is filenced, and the blooming 
Garden loft : I am not far from the Origin, 
both of the Odours, which exhale from the 
one \ and of the Cryftal, which flows from the 
other. I am now upon the Margin of that 
^rand Rcfervoiry which fupplies the Country 
with its Fertility, and the Parterre with its 
Beauty. — The Sea is the inexhauftible Ciftem 
of the Univerfe. The Air and Sun conftitute 
the mighty EnginCy which works without Inter- 
miflion, to raife the liquid Treafure. While 
the Clouds ferve as fo many jiqueduStsy to con- 
vey the genial Stores along the Atmolphere ; 
and diftribute them, at feafonable Periods, and 
in regular Proportions, through all the Re- 
gions of the Globe. 

I queftion, whether the united Application 
of Mankind could, with their utmoft Skill, 
and with all poffible Percolations, fetch a finglc 
Drop oi perfeSily fweet Water *, from this un- 

mea- 

♦ I have not forgotten, what was lately affirmed in our 
public Papers ; That a certain ingenious Gentleman, I think 
in the City of Durham^ had found out the Art of fwtetemng 
Sea-water. — What he produced, might probably approve it- 
felf to the Tafte, and not be without its Ufefulnefs. Yet I 
cannot but query, whether it will be found to have all thofe 
fine, balmy, falutiferous Qualities, which diflinguifb and 
recommend the Rain-JVater, Which has been exhaled by 
the kindly Warmth of the Sun ; has been filtrated by paffing 
and repafling through the Regions of the Air \ has been da- 

. rl&ed 
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meafurable Pit of Brine. Yet the Aflion of the 
folar Heat draws off, every Hour, every Minute, 
Millions and Millions of Tons, in vaporous Ex- 
halations. Which, being (kilfully parceled out, 
and fecurely lodged in the Bottles of Heaven *, 
are fent abroad, fweetened and refined, with- 
out any brackiftiTinfture, or the leaft bitumi- 
nous Sediment. — ^Sent abroad upon the Wings 
of the Wind, to dijiil in Dews, or pour them- 
felves in Rain 5 to ooze from the Orifices of 
Fountains -f- ; to trickk along tfie Veins of Ri- 
vulets; to rife in the Cavities of Wells; to 
roll^ in many a headlong Torrent, from the 
Sides of Mountains ; to faw^ in copious 
Streams, amidft the Bofom of burning Defarts, 
and through the Heart of populous King- 
doms. In order to refrefli and fertilize, to 
beautify and enrich, every Soil, in every Clime. 
How amiable is the Goodnefs, and how 
amazing is the Power, of the World's ador- 
able 

Tificd in the highcft and pureft Trafts of the Atmofphere ; 
has been farther refined and perfeded by the fearching Agen- 
cy of the Winds. — I fhould very much wonder, if the puny 
Alembic could equal this grand Apparatus of Nature. 

• So the Clouds arc elegantly flyled in facred Writ, J^b 
zxxviii. 37. 

t We are obliged to Clemens Romanusy for the mod juft 
and elegant Reprefentation of Fountains and their Ufcful- 
nefs, that perhaps any where exifls. Afwaoi rtzrfiyxi trp^ 

aoHxi T«5 wp^ ^«*iv avflpwTTOif fxxla^y 1 Epift ad Corinth. 
ie calls Fountainsy the Breajis or Teats of the Earth. The 
Comparifon, I believe, is his own; and nothing can exceed 
it, a&to Propriety and Beauty. 

L 2 



148 Theron to AsPAsio. Let. 9. 

able MAKER ! How amiable his Goodnefs ! 

in diftributing fo largely, what is (o abfolutely 
neceflary, and fo extenfivcly beneficial. That 
Water, without which We can fcarce per- 
form any Bufinefs, or enjoy any Comfort, 
fhould be every One's Property. Should ftream 
by our Houfes ; fhould ftart up from the Soil; 
ihould drop down from the Clouds; fhould 
take a Journey, from the Ends of the Earth, 
and the Extremities of the Ocean, on purpofe 
to ferve Us. — How amazing bis Power ! That 
this boundlefs Mafs of fluid Salt, fo intoler- 
ably naufeous to the human Tafle, fhould be 
the original Spring, which deals out every pa- 
latable Draught to Mankind, and quenches 
the Thirfl of every Animal ! Doubtlefs, the 
Power by which this is efFefted, can extraft 
Comfort from our Affliftions, Advantage from 
our Calamities, and make all Things work toge-^ 
tberfor our Good *. 

Vaft and various are the Advantages -f-, 
which We receive from the liquid Element : 
vaji^ as its unbounded Extent ; various^ as its 

cver-mutable Surface. The fweet Waters 

glide 

• Rom. viii. 28. 

t The high Value which Mankind fct upon this Element, 
and the many Benefits they receive from its Miniftration, 
both thefe Particulars are very ftrongly expreffed by the He-^ 
hrews. Who call a Pool or Refcrvoir of Water 7\T\2, % which 
denotes, in its primary SignUication, a BUJfing, Cant. vii. 4* 
IJai. vii. 3. 
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glide along the Earth, in fpacious Currents: 
which not only exhilarate the adjacent Coun- 
try, by their humid Train, and exhalifig Moi- 
fture ; but, by giving a brifk Impulle to the 
Air, prevent the unwholefome Stagnation of 

their ow^n Vapours. They pafs by opulent 

Cities, arfd receiving all their Filth, rid them 
of a thoufand Nuifances. Which, when once 
committed to thefe fuid Scavengers^ are as ef- 
fectually lecreted, as if they were buried ever 
fb deep in the Earth. — Yet, though they con- 
defcend to fo mean an Employ, they are fitted 
for more honourable Services. They enter the 
Gardens of a Prince, and compofe fome of the 
moft delightful Ornaments of the Place. They 
glitter upon the Eye, as they float in the ample 
Canal. They amufe the Imagination, as they 
afcend in curious Jet d Eaus. They yield a 
nobler Entertainment, as, forming themfelves 
into Sheets of Hoping Silver, they fall in grace- 
ful or in grand Cajcades. — If, inftead of Beau- 
tifiers. You think proper to make ufe of them 
as Drudgesy they ply at our Mills j they toil 
inceflantly at the Wheels and, by working the 
hugeft Engines, take upon themfelves an un- 
known Share of our Fatigue, and fave Us a 
proportionable Degree of Expence. 

So forcibly they a6l, when collected j and 
moft furprifingly they infmuate, when detached. 
They throw themfelves into the Body of a 

L 3 Plant i 
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Plant; they penetrate the minuteft of its or-r 
ganized Tubes 5 3nd find a Paflage through 
Meanders, toofmall for the Eye to difcern, tcQ 
numerous and intricate even for Imagination to 
follow. — How difficultly does a Labourer that 
fcrves the Mafon, pufti his Way up the Rounds 
of a Ladder, bepding under the Burden of 
Mortar on his Head ! While thefe Servants in 
the Employ of Nature, carry their Load to z, 
much greater Height 5 and climb with the ut- 
moft Eafe, even without the Affiftance of Steps 
or of Stairs. They convey the nutrimental 
Stores of Vegetation, from the loweji Fibres 
that are plunged into the Soil, to the very top^ 
moft Twigs that wave amidft the Clouds. They 
arc the Caterers for the vegetable World : or 
(if I may be allowed the Expreffion) the Sut-r 
lersy that attend the whole Ho^ of Plants ; to 
fumifh them with feafonable Refrefhment, 
and neceflary Provifion. By means of which, 
the Trees of the LORD are full of Sap, even the 
Cedars of Lebanon which HE hath planted*. 
And, notwithftanding their vaft Elevation, 
and prodigious DifFufion; though they are 
abandoned by Man, and deprived pf all Cul- 
tivation ; yet, not a fingle Branch is deftitute 
of Leaves, nor a fingle Leaf of Moifture. 

Befides the falutary, cleanly, and fcrviccable 
Circulation of the Rivers j the Sea has a Li- 

brationj^ 

♦ Pfal civ. 16, 



Lttg. Theron to Aspasio. 1^51 

bration, no lefs advantageous, and much more 
remarkable. — Every Day, this immenfe Col- 
Ie(5tion of Waters, for the Space of five or fix 
Hours, Jlows towards the Land j and, after a 
(hort Paufe, retires again to its inmoft Ca- 
verns 5 taking up nearly the fame Time in itrf 

Retreat, as it required for its Accefs. How 

great is the Power, that fets the whole fluid 
World in Motion! That protrudes to the 
Shores fuch an inconceivable Weight of Wa- 
ters, witliout any Concurrence from the Winds, 
frequently in direfl Oppofition to all their 
Force! How gracious alfo is the Providence, 
which bids the mighty Element perform its 
tumbling Revolutions, with the rnoft exaft 
Punftuality I Was it fufFered to advance, with 
a lawlefs and unlimited Swell ; it might fweep 
over Kingdoms, and deluge whole Continents^ 
Was it irregular and uncertain in its Ap- 
proaches, Navigation would be at a Stand, and 

Trade become precarious. But, being con- 

flant at its Jiated Periods^ and never exceeding 
its appointed Bounds^ it creates no Alarm to the 
Country, and affords very confiderable Aids to 
Traffic 

The Tide, at its Flow^ rufliing up our large 
Rivers, clears and deepens the Paflage; in 
many Places fpreads a copious Flood, where a 
dry and empty Wade lay before. — Is the Sai- 
lor returned from his Voyage, and waiting at 

L 4 the 
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the Mouth of the Channel ? The Flux is ready 
to convey his Veffel to the very Doors of the 
Owner ; and without any Hazard of ftriking 
on the Rocks, or of being fattened in the Sands. 

Has the Merchant freighted his Ship? 

Would He have if transferred to the Ocean ? 
The Refux tenders its Service; and bears 
away the Load, with the utmoft Expedition, 

and with equal Safety. Behold, O Man ! 

How greatly thou art beloved, how highly fa-- 
soured by thy MAKER ! In what Part of his 
Works has He forgotten or overlooked thy 
Welfare? Shew me a Creature, point out a 
Spot J in the ^Formation or Difpofition of 
which. He has not been mindful of thy Inte- 
refts ? He has made I'bee to have Dominion over 
the Works of bis Hands ^ and has put all Things in 
Subjection under thy Feet. All Sheep and Oxen ; the 
Fowls of the Airy and the Fijl:es ; yea, and the 
Surges of the Sea *, are fubfervient to thy Benefit. 
Even thefe, wild and impetuous as they are, 
yield their willing Backs, to receive thy Load; 
and like an indefatigable Beaftof Burden, carry 
it to the Place, which Thou (halt nominate. 

What preferves this vaft Flood in a State of 
perpetual Purity ? It is the univerfal Sewers, 
into which are difcharged the Refufe and Filth 
of the whole World. That which would de- 
file the Land, and pollute the Air, is tranfmit- 
ted to the Ocean, and neither Mifchjcf nor 

In. 

« Pfol. viii. 6, 7, 8. 
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Inconvenience enfue. Thofe Swarms of L^- 
cujls — ^which, while living were a Plague to 
Pbaraoby by their lothed Intrufion 3 and when 
dead, might have caufed a more dreadful 
Plague, by their noifome Stench — fwept into 
the Sea, were neither peftilential, nor ofFen- 
five. How then is this Receptacle of every 
Nuifance kept clean ? Why does it not con- 
traft a noxious Taint, and difFufe a deftruc- 
tive Contagion ? Such as would render it a 
Grave to the aquatic, and Bane to the ter- 

reftrial Animals ? *Tis owing, partly to its 

inceflant Motion, partly to its faline Quality* 
By the One, it is fecured from any internal ^nn^ 
ciple of Corruption j by the other, it works it- 
felf clear from every adventitious Defilement. 

A Direftory this, and a Pattern for me !— 
Thus may divine Grace^ like the penetrating 
Power of Salt, cure the Depravity of my Heart, 
and reftify the Diforders of my Temper ! Sea- 
Ibn my Words, and make all my Converfation 
favoury ! — rr-Thus may a continual Courfe of 
Activity y in my fecular and my facred Voca- 
tion, prevent the pernicious EfFedls of Indo* 
lence I Let me daily exercife, or be attempting 
to exercife, the Graces of Chriftianity. Left 
Faith become feeble ; left Hope contraft Dim^ 
ncfs ; and Charity wax cold. 

Now the Tide begins to flow. Wave rifes 
Vpon Wave, and Billow rolls over Billow. 

No- 
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Nothing can divert, nothing retard its Pro- 
greis ; no, not for a Moment. Though Gj- 
nutus be in the Way * ; though his royal Au- 
thority, and ftridt Prohibition, nay, though 
all the Forces of his Kingdom oppofe ; it will 
never difcontinue the advancing Swell, till it 

has reached the deftined Point. So, may I 

nlways abound in Communion with GOD, or 
in Beneficence to Men ; refigning one religi- 
ous 

♦ Alluding to a memorable and inftniftive Story, record- 
ed of King Canutus. Who, probably without having read, 
had neverthelefs thoroughly learned, that excellent LefTon 
of Horace ; 

Regum timendorum in proprtos GregeSy 
Rcges in ipfos Imperium eft jovis. 

Some of his abjeS and defigning Flatterers, had the impi' 
BUS JJfurance to tell Him, ** His Power was more than hu- 
•* man."— To convince them of their Folly, and rebuke 
them for their Fallhood, He ordered his royal Chair to be 
placed on the Extremity of the Shore, jull as the Tide be- 
gan to flow. Here He took his Seat, in the Prefence of 
the Parafftes^ and many other Attendants. Then, with all 
that Dignity of Air, and Severity of Accent, which fove- 
reign Authority knows how to alTume, He faid — ** Thou 
♦* Sea, the Land on which I fit is mine ; nor has any One 
«' dared to invade my Rights, or difobey my Commands, 
•« without fufFering the defervedPunifliment. 1 charge Thee, 
«« therefore, on Pain of my higheft Difpleafure, not to enter 
** thefe Territories, nor touch the Feet of England's Mo- 
«« narch." 

When the rude Waves made bold to enter on the forbid- 
den Ground 5 nay, when thofe uncourtly Things prcfumed 
to rufh upon the royal Seat, and even to dafh his Majefty's 
Perfon ; He ftarted from his Throne, and bid every Beholder 
obferve the Impotence of earthly Kings. Bid them remem- 
ber. That HE alone is worthy of the Namc^ whom Wind$ 
and Waves and univcrfal Nature pbey. 
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cus or charitable Employ, only to enter upon 

'another; and be thus preffing forward, Jiill 

prefling forward, to the Prize of my high 

CaUing in CHRIST JESUS. Differing 

from thofe regular VicifStudes of the Ocean, 
only in one Particular 5 That my Endeavours 
pever ebb, my Soul never draws back, Since thi? 
would be, if temporary J to my grievous Lois} 
}£fnal, to my aggravated Perdition, 

Confider the Sea in another Capacity, and 
it conneSls the remoteft Realms of the Univerfej 
by facilitating an Intercourfe between their 

refpeftivc Inhabitants. ^What fhort-fightcd 

Beings are Mankind ! How extremely fuper-t 
ficial their Views ! How unavoidable there- 
fore their frequent Miftakes ! The Antients 
looked upon this bottomlefs Deep, as an un^r 
f affable * Gulph. If our Fore-fathers were fq 
cgregioufly miftaken in this Inftance ; let not 
\J% too peremptorily pronounce upon any diffi- 
cult or myfterious Point. Left fucceeding Ge- 
nerations, or a more inlightened State, ftiould 
cover Us with the double Confufion, oicbildijh 
Ignorance, and foolifh Conceit. 

We have clearly demonftrated, and happily 
^experienced, the very Reverfe of that grey-hc^d- 

€4 
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cd Surmifc to be true. The Ocean, inftead of 
being a Bar of Separation, is the great Bond 
of Union. For this Purpofe, it is never ex^ 
haujicdy though it fupplies the whole Firma- 
ment with Clouds, and the whole Earth with 
Rains. Nor ever over-fows^ though all the 
Rivers in the Univerfe are perpetually aug- 
menting its Stores, and pouring in their tri- 
butary Floods. By means of this Element, 

We travel farther, than Birds of the ftrongeft 
Pinion fly; and difcover Tra6ls, which the 
Vultures Eye has never feen *. We make a Vi- 
fit to Nations, that lie drowned in their mid- 
night Slumbers, when every induftrious Per- 
fon on this Part of the Globe, is beftirring 
Himfelf in all the Hurry of Bufinefs. We 
cultivate an Acquaintance with the Sun-burnt 
NegrOy and the fhivering Icelander. We crofs 
the flaming Line, We penetrate the frozen 
Pole, and wing our Way even round the 
World. 

This is the great Vehicle of Commerce.-^ — 
Net to mention the floating Caftles, which 
contain whole Armies ; which bear the Thun- 
der, the fiery Tempefts, and all the dreadful 
Artillery of War ; what a Multitude of Ships, 
of the largeft Dimenfions, and moft prodigi- 
ous Burden, are continually pafling and repaf- 
fmg this univerfal Thoroughfare ! Ships, that 

are 

* Job xxviii. 7. 
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are freighted, not with Sacks, but with Har- 
vefts of Corn ; that carry not Pipes, but Vin- 
tages of Wine ; that are laden, not with Bars 
of Iron, Blocks of Marble, or Wedges of 
Gold, but with whole Quarries of mafly Stone, 
and whole Mines of ponderous Metal. All 
which, lodged in thefe volatile Storeboufes, and 
aftuated by the Breath of Heaven, are waft- 
ed to the very Ends of the Earth : wafted, 
enormous and unwieldy as they are, more ex- 
peditioufly than the light Berlin bowls along 
the Road ; almoft as fpeedily, as the nimble- 
footed Roe bounds over the Hills *. 

Aftonifhing Ordination of eternal Wifdom! 
Yet moft gracioufly contrived for the Benefit 
of Mankind ! I can hardly fatisfy my View, 
in beholding this rolling Chaos j I can never 
ceafe my Admiration, in contemplating its 
amazing Properties. — That an Element, fo 
unjlable ^ndfugitive^ fliould bear up fuch an 
immenfe Weight, as would bend the firmeft 
Floors, or burft the ftrongeft Beams ! — That 
the thin znd yielding Air fhould drive on, with 
fo much Facility and Speed, Bodies of fuch 
cxceflive Bulk, as the Strength of a Legion 

would 

*. A Ship, under a brifk and fteady Gale, will fail at the 
Rate of 216 Miles in 24 Hours : perfevering, if the Wind 
continues favourable, in the fame rapid Career, for feveral 
Days together. A Courfe, which, confidcring both its 
Swiftnefs and Duration^ cannot be equaled by the ablcft 
Horfe, perhaps not by the niinbleft Creature that treads the 
GioundL 
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would be unable to move. — ^That the Air and 

the Water, afting in Conjunftion, fliould 

carry to the Diftance of many thoufand Miles, 

what the united Force of Men and Machines 

could fcarcely drag a (ingle Yard, — ^Puny and 

de(picable are wr Attempts: but great and 

marvelous are % Works, O LORD GOD 

Almighty ! Iftim wilt worky fays the Prophet, 

who or what Jhall kt it *? Neither the Mean- 

nefs of the Inftrument, nor the Greatnefs oif 

the Event. A Sling and a Stone (hall lay the 

gigantic Bravo in the Duft -f-. An Ox-Goad 

ihall do more Execution than a Battery of 

Cannon J. Even a Worm Jhall tbrejh the Moun- 

tainsy and beat themfmall^ and make the Hills as 

Cbaffl GOD ALL-SUFFICIENT is 

his Name, and out of Weaknefs He maketh 

ius Strength perfc6t. — O ! that We, my dear 

Afpafio ^that I cfpecially may be (Irong 

in the LORD, and in the Power of his Might f 

Then, as the light Air is made to aft with a 

more forcible Impulle, than the moA vigorous 

Engines ; as the fluid Water is made to fuftain 

more ponderous Loads, than the moft fub- 

fiantial Works of Mafonry ; fo We, who in 

Ourfelves are nothing but Impotence^ (hall be 

enabled to triumph over the Legions of HeU, 

and tread down all the Temptations of the 

World. „ 

How 

♦ IfaK xliii. 13. 1 1 Sam. xvii, 15. % Ju^^ Ui. lU 
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How are the Mariners conduced through 
lA^^s fluid Common^ than which nothing is more 
wide, and nothing more wild ? Here is no 
Track to be followed j no Pofts of Dire6lion 
to be confultcd; nor any Shepherds Hut, 

where a Traveler may afk the Way. Are 

they guided by a Pillar of Fire in the Night, 
or a moveable Cloud in the Day ? As the Sons 
of Jacob and Jofepb were efcorted through the 
caftcm Defarts. No j but by a mean, con-«^ 
tcmptible, and otherwife worthlefe JFb^/.— — • 
The Apoftle James mentions it, as a very ob- 
fervable Fa6l ; that the SbipSy which are fo greats 
and driven of fierce Winds y yet are turned about 
with a very fmall Helm^ nx^itherfoever the Gb- 
vemor liftetb *. Is it not equally wonderful, 
that they fhould be led through fuch a path- 
le(s and unmeafurable Wafte, by fo fmall an 
Expedient, as tfie Intervention oiihtLoadjione -f^ 
—Till this furprifing Mineral was difcovered, 
and its Properties were improved. Navigation 
lay in its Cradle. Was, at beft, a mere In- 
fant, that crept timoroufly along the Coafts ; 
was obliged to keep within fight of the Shores ^ 

and, 

* Jam. iii. 4. 

t I am aware, that other Expedients are ufed, for fhap^ 
ing a proper Courfe on the Ocean ; fuch as making Obfer- 
vations from the Sun by mathematical Inftruraents. But 
diefe, I believe, are only fubordinate Aids to the Needle, 
"The grand Regulator is the Magnet. I have heard an ex- 
perienced Sailor declare ; He would rather be without his 
^j/adrant^ than undiout his C9mpafs^ 
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and, if driven out beyond the narrow Sphere 
of her Land-marks, could neither afcertain 
her Situation, nor purfue her Voyage. But 

this Guide ^when every Beacon on the Top 

of the Hills, is vanifhed from the acuteft Ken; 
when nothing but Skies are feen above, and 

Seas alone appear below this Guide points 

out the proper Paffage. This communicates 
an Intelligence, that fhines clear in tfie thickeft 
Darknefs, and remains fleady in the moft tem- 
peftuous Agitations. This has given, not in- 
deed Birth, but Maturity to Navigation ; and 
turned her fwadling Bands into Wings. This 
has emboldened her to launch into the Heart 
of the Ocean, and enabled her to range from 
Pole to Pole. 

Thus does GOD, both in the Operations of 
Nature, and the Adminiftrations of Provi- 
dence, accomplifh the moft important Ends by 

the moft inconfiderabk Means. ^When the 

formidable Sijera is to be cut off, the Blow 
fhall be given, not by fome puiflant Cham- 
pion, but by the Hand of a Woman * When 
"Jericho is to be demolifhed, thofe impregnable 
Fortifications fhall fall, not beneath the Stroke 
of battering Engines, but before the Sound of 
Ram's Horns f . — When a hundred thoufand 
Midi unites are to be routed, the LORD of 
Hofts will gain this fignal Vidory, not by nu- 
merous 
♦ Judg. iv. 9. t Jojb, vi. %. 
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merous Legions completely armed, but by a 
Handful of Ifraetites^ accoutered only with 

Trumpets, Lamps, and Pitchers*. ^Who 

would have thought, that from the Root of 
Jeffiy a Root out of a dry Ground, fhould 
arife that great Tree, viKxchJiretches her Boughs 
unto the Sea^ and her Height unto the Heavens^ 
and her Branches unto the Ends of the Earth? 
That the defpifed Galilean and the Carpenter's 
Son, fliould be the SAVIOUR of the World, 
and the HEIR of all Things ? Nay; that a 
Perfon, humbled like the meaneft of Slaves, 
and executed like the vileft of Malefedlors ; 
nailed to a Crofs, and laid proftrate among 
the Dead; that HE fhould reftore Life and 
Immortality to ruined Sinners; fhould open 
the Gates of Grace and Glory on lofl Man- 
kind? That a few illiterate Mortals, taken 
from the Barge, the Oar, and the Net, fhould 
confute Philofophers, and convert Kings ; 
fhould overthrow the Strong-holds of Idola- 
try, and plant Chrijiianity on its Ruins ! — This 
is a Circumflance, which, though a Stum- 
bling-block to fome People, has confiderably 
ftrengthened my Faith. It is perfeftly agree- 
able to the ALMIGHTY'S Manner. It is (if 
I may fo fpeak) the diflinguifhing Turn of his 
Hand, and the peculiar Style of his Works. 
Whence does He raife the charmingly beauteous 

Flower ? 

Vol. Ill, M 
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Flower ? Whence the magnificerlt Myriads of 
the. Forcft-oaks ? Whence the boundlefs and 
ineftimable Stores of the Harveft? From Prin- 
ciples which bear not the leaft Proportion to 
their EfFe6ls. — ^Befides 5 this moft emphatically 
fpeaks THE GOD- It Jhews the Lighting 
down of bis glorious Arm *; and abfolutely pre- 
cludes all the Pretenfions of human Arro- 
gance, or finite Power. It appropriates the 
Honour to that fupreme AGENT, before 
whom the Eafy and the Arduous are both alike. 
All Men that fee it muft confefs, this hath 

GOD DONE. 

Through this Channel, are imported to our 
Mand the choice Produftions, and the pecu- 
liar Treafures, of every Nation under Hea- 
ven. So that We can breakfaft upon a Diffo- 
lution of the American Kernel -f- ; and fee the 
rich nutrimental Liquor froth in our Cups, 
without ever tempting the foaming Brine. 
We can fteep the delicately-flavoured Cbinefe 
Leaf, in the Waters of our own Well 5 or 
fpend the Afternoon in our own Parlour, and 
be regaled with an Inf ufion of the finely- 
fcented Arabian Berry. We can feafon the 
friendly Bowl with the Juices of the Orange^ 
or refrefti our clammy Palate with the Pulp 

of 

♦ IfaL XXX. 30. 
t Called the Cacooj which affords the principal Ineredi- 
eat of Chocolate^ and grows on a final! Ticc io AtmrM. 
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of the T!amarind\ without feeling that fervent 
Heat, which imparts fuch a poignant Relifh 
to the former 5 without fuffering thofe fcorch- 
ing Beams, which give a Fever-cooling Virtue 
to the latter. We can pile upon our Salvers 
a Pyramid of Italian Figs ; fill the Interlaces 
with the Sky-dried Raifins oi Malaga \ and 
form a Summit for the inviting Strudure, 

with the Piftacta Nut of Aleppo. ^By tliis 

means, the Eaftern Spices exhale their Odours 
on Our Tables, and the Weftern Canes tranf- 
fufe their Sweetnefs into our Vian4s. 'We 
clothe our Bodies with the vegetable Fleeces * 
of the South, and line our Apparel with warm 
furry Spoils from the North. We can wear 
the Pearl, poliflied in the Abyfles of the Per^ 
Jian Gulph ; and walk on the Carpets, manu- 
faftured in the Dominions of the Great Moguls 
yet neither expofe Ourfelves to the Rage of 
boifterous Seas, nor the more dreaded Treache- 
ry of barbarous People. ^In Ihort 5 by this 

wonderful and invaluable Expedient of Navi- 
gation, every Tide conveys into our Ports the 
Wealth of the remoteft Climes, and brings 
the Abundance of the Univerfe to be unladen 

on 

* Cottin^ which is a Sort of Wool, encompaffing the 
Seed of a Tree. — Its Fruit is of an ovaJ Form, about the 
Size of a Nut. As it ripens, it grows black on the Out- 
fide ; and, by the Heat of the Sun, opens in feveral Places, 
difcovering die Cotton through the Clefts, which is of an 
admirable Whitenefs. See Chamb, Di£l. 

M 2 
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on our Quays. London becomes a Mart of 
Nations ; and almoft every private Houfe in 
the Kingdom, is embellifhed and accommo- 
dated from the four Quarters of the Globe. 

Almoft every private Houfe — Is not this more 
like rhetorical Flourifh, than real Truth ? Are 
not all the Advantages I have mentioned, the 
peculiar Portion of the Rich ? Is not the Sea, 
like the grand and gay World, fomewhat ca- 
pricious and partial Beftowing lavilhly her 
Favours on the Wealthy, at the fame Time 

that She neglefts the Needy? Quite the 

Reverfe. Like her fublime CREATOR, She 
is no Refpefter of PerfonSj but deals out her 
Liberalities to All ; to the Wealthy, fuch as 
are fuitable to their Circumftances ; to the In- 
digent, fuch as are beft adapted to their Con- 
dition. If She ornaments the Abodes of the 
firfl-. She employs the Hands of the laft ; fur- 
nifhes thefe with ufeful Labour, thofe with ele- 
gant Accommodations. What a Multitude of 
induftrious People acquire a Livelihood, by 
preparing the Commodities intended for Ex- 
portation ! And what a Multitude of dextrous 
Artificers maintain their Families, by manu- 
fadluring the Wares imported from abroad ! 

It is reckoned a valuable Species of Bene- 
ficence, to provide proper Work for the Poor. 
This withdraws them from many Tempta- 
tions, and preferves them from much Wicked- 

nefs. 
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nefs. It hinders them from being a Burden 
to themfelves, and a Nuifance to the. Public 
They might otherwife be idle^ and as Vermine 
on the Body politic : or even mutinous y and as 
Vipers in the Bowels of the Nation. Whereas, 
by exerting themfelves in a due Subordina^ 
tion, and with becoming Diligence, they are 
the very Sinews of the Community ; or like 
the grand Wheel in the Machine of State, 
whofe inceflant Aflivity difliibutes Plenty, and 
pours innumerable Conveniencies through the 
whole. — ^What a Majier then, or rather what 
a Mijirefsy is the Sea ! How extenfive her Cor- 
refpondence, and how large her Demand for 
Workmen ! Into what Branch of Trade does 
fhe not enter ? What kind of ingenious Sci- 
ence, or ufeful Toil, does fhe not befriend ? 
How many Millions of honeft but needy Per- 
fons are engaged in her Sei-vice ? And how 
amply are they repaid for their Pains ! — H^ey 
that go down to the Sea in Ships, and occupy their 
Bufinefs in great Waters, thefe Men fee the Works, 
of the LORDy and his Wonders in the Deep-. 
They alfo that dwell among their own Peo- 
ple, and abide in thp Villages, even they en- 
joy the Bounty, and fhare the Advantages of 
the Ocean. For, tliough it is falfe Philolb- 
phy, to fuppofe the Waters themfelves ftrained 
through fubterrancan Paflages, into the inland 
Counties 5 yet, it is an imdeniablq Truth, that 
Vol. hi. M 3 their 
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thdr beneficial BffeSis are transfufed into every 
Town, every Hamlet, and every Cottage. 

Surely> the Inhabitants of our Ifle, have 
Reafon to twn the Predi^on of Mofis^ con- 
cemiDg the Tribe of Jofipb, into a devout 
^nd grateful Acknowledgment. — Bkjfed of thf 
JjOHD is ♦ our Land. Bkjfed with the precis 
CM Things of Heavfny with the DeWy and with 
fie Deep that coucheth beneath. With the precious 
Things brought forth by the Sun^ and with the 
precious Things thruft forth by the Moon. With 
the chief Things of the ancient MountainSy and 
with the precious Things of the ever lofting Hi Us : 
and with the precious Things of the Earthy and 
the Fulnefs thareof\.-r^^Mx^ we alio enjoy the 

Good^ 

* Is (fo I woujd tranfl^e the Original) not he\ m ii\fi 
fredi£fivey not precatory Form. This implies a Fulnefs of 
Faitb, and diftipguiflies Prophecy from Prayer ; be^d fuits 
the extraordinary Illumination of Mofes\ and does moil 
Honour to the omnifcient SPIRIT. 

t D^ut. xxxiii. 13, 14, 15, 16. Here feems to be a 
beautiful and poetical Summ(ay of the Riches of Natuce. 
«— Snif pncious Things of Heaven j or Rainy wY^y:^ defcenfff 
from the upper ; and DeWy which is formed in the lowcTy 
Regions of die Firman;ient. — ?%# Dtep that cnubab btneath i 
Seas, Rivers, Fountains, Wells, which lie in tbf Bofoq^ 
.of the Soil ; and are Sources of Fertility and Plenty.— Ti^/r/- 
€ims Things brought forth by the Sutiy muft certainly denote 
the Herbs, Plants, Trees, aiid all Manner .of VsgitabliS^ 
with their rjefpeftive Fruits.— T51^^r/«W Things thruft fortf^ 
by the Moon^ may probably refer to the mineral Kingdoms ( 
in the Formation of Which, that Ruler of the Niebt may 
liave a confiderable Influence. The Moon is confcfled|^ tl;;^ 
Parent of Tides ^ and may put in Motion thoife bitununous 

and 
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Good-will of HIMy who dwelt in the Bujh *, and 
the Grace of HIM, who hung on the Tree ! 
May the eternal G O D be our Refuge, and 
his cverlafting Arms underneath both Us and 
our Interefts !—— Happy then wilt Thou be, 
thrice happy, O England! Thy temporal Ad- 
vantages, and thy fpiritual Privileges confi- 
dered, it may truly be faid, Whoy or what 
Nation, is like unto T'bee ? 

This for my Country ; now let me wifli for 
myfelf 5 

GOD of all Worlds ! Source and Supreme of 

Things! 
From whom all Life^ from whom Duration 

fprings ! 
Intenfe ! let me for thy Glory bum^ 
Nor fruit lefs view my Days and Months return. 

Give 

and falinc Fluids, which, circulating through the Pores of 
the Earth, and fixing in Eeds of homogeneous Matter, are 
fuppofed to commence Minerals. — As our facred Philofo- 
pher has already fpecified the vegetable Producftions, the 
principal Things of the Mountains and Hi/lsy {hould fignify the 
Sheep, Goats, and other valuable Animals that feed upon 
tfaofe vaft Declivities. If fo, the precious Things of the Earthy 
may exprefs thofe Herds of larger Cattle, which have their 
Palturage in the Plains, Vallies, and lower Grounds. A 
Senfe, which recommends itfelf from this Confideration, 
That the Wealth of the Antients confided chiefly in Cat- 
tle.— 7if Fuhufs thereof J maybe a Kind of Recapitulation : 
a comprehenfive Term, including the whole Produce of the 
ttnaoueous Globe; the magnificent Liberality 2/" JEHO- 
VAH to his People. 
^ i>^/.xxxiii. x6. 

M 4 
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Gi'oe me with Wmder at thy JVorks to glow, 
To grajp thy Vijhn^ and thy Truths to know : 
O'er Time's tempeftuous Sea to reach thy Shore, 
And live, and Jing, where Time Jhall be no 
more. 

You fee, AJpaJio, I have been ftudying the 
Volume of Nature 5 endeavouring to read its 
capital Charafters, and learn fome of its in- 
ftruftive Leflbns. The Sea has been the Page ; 
but \\ovf fuperjicial is my Perufal, and no lefe 
fcanty my Knowledge. Little, very little have 
I feen or conceived, relating to thofe Works 
of Wonder, which the vaft unfathomable 

Deep contains ^the Plants it produces, and 

the Creatures it nourifhes its ftupendous 

Rocks, and fubterranean Caves the Heaps 

of Pearl, which are its native Growth 5 and 
the Loads of Gold, which it has gained by 

Shipwreck. So fuperficial are my Views of 

CHRISTifo fcanty is my Acquaintance with 
the Gofpel. 

You, I prefume, are fitting at the Feet of 
that fublime TEACHER; and attending to 
the Diftates of HIS Mouth, in whom are 
hid all the Treafures ofWifdom and Knowledge *• 
Let me promife myfelf a Communication of 
your Thoughts, as I have freely tranfinitted a 
Specimen of mine. And I will make no Scruple 

to 

* Col u. 3. 
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to acknowledge the Superiority of the Ex- 
change j that I receive 

Xpunce %«X%€/^y^ tKUTOflQoi tVVM^OiCdV^ 

Or, as the eloquent Ifaiah fpeaksj For Brafs 
you will bring Gold^ and for Iron you will bring 
Silver * -• rendering me, by this Intercourfe, 
your more obliged^ though it is fcarce poflible 
for me to be, more than I already am. 

Tour affedlionate 

Theron; 

P. S. Monfieur Pafchal^ who was remarkably 
fond oi Brevity y makes an odd Excufe for 
tranfgref&ng, on a particular Occafion, 
his favourite Rule. He intreats his Friend 
to pardon the imufual Length of his 
Epillle, by afTuring Him, T'bat be bad 
not I'ime to make it Jhorter. — I cannot, it 
muft be confefled, adopt this Philofoph^s 
Apology. For, I have purpofely length* 
ened my Letter, with a View of fetdng, 
in this one Circumftance, a Pattern for 
my Afpafio. 

♦ Ifai.bc. 17; 
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LETTER X. 

AsPAsio to Theron. 

Dear Theron, 

I THANK you for your Letter^ becaufe it 
entertains and improves me : I thank you 
for your Pofijcrift^ becaufe it is my Encourage- 
ment and my Apology. 1 am fet down to 

write, with a copious Stock of Materials. It 
will be far more difficult to contra6l, than to 
inlarge. I muft therefore acknowledge myfelf 
obliged to your Candour, for affigning me the 
e^fkr Talk. — ^That Prolijcity, which, in others, 
might be an inexcufable Fault \ is, in me, an 
Aft of Complaifance, and Matter of Duty, 

Though abfent from You, I went with You 
in your late Ramble. Your defcriptive Pen has 
made me Partaker of the ideal Deligkt : may 
Divine Grace enable me to (hare in the j^/W- 

tual Improvement ! When you di(played the 

Beauties of the Morn, breaking forth from the 
Obfcurity of Night ; when you adopted that 
noble Aipiration from our philofophic Poetj 
I could not forbear adding — " Thus may the 
" gracious GOD, who commands the Light to 
*♦ ihinc out of tixe Midnight Darkneis, fhine 

"into 
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** into oui- Hearts ; and give that incompar^ 
** ably gbrious Knowledge, the Knowledge of 
" his bleffed SELF ! Which, though difcem- 
" able through all the Tradls of Creation, and 
" derivable from every Work of his Almighty 
*' Hand s yet no where beams forth with fuch 
" complete and fuch amiable Luftre, as in the 
" Perfon of JESUS CHRIST V'--Hcic we be- 
hold aU the fublime Perfeaions of the DEITY, 
not only manifefted with inimitable Splendor, 
but operating for our own Advantage. We 
behold them, as Job fpeaks, for Our/elves f ; 
and cannot but receive inexpreflible Refrefti- 
ment and Joy from the View. 

When you walked beneath the Shade of 
thofe huge, horrid, and enormous Clefts ; both 
amufed and alarmed at their ftupendous Mag- 
nitude, and frightful Irregularity — ^When you 
caft your Eye upon the wide-expanded Sur- 
face x)f the Ocean ^When you furveyed the 

far more unmeafurable Arches of the Sky— — 
And meditated, in that awful Solitude, on the 
wildest and mofl magnificent Appearances of 
Nature — I felt the fame Kind of devout Afto- 
nifhment with yourfelf. While the Soul was 
wrapt iapenfive Stilnefs, and pleafing Dread X^ 

me- 

♦ 2 Cor. iv. 6. t Joh xix. 27. 

X It feems to have been fuch 2 Kind, not of anxious but 
of f^^fi^9M Dread, which feized the Difciples on the Mount 
of TransnKuration : ii0-«v yo^o fx(poCfi, for ihcv wereftnick 
with a profound, but defighttiil Awe. Delightful^ otberwife 

Potir 
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methought, I heard a Voice, or fomething like 
a Voice, from the fxlent Spheres, as well as 
from the founding Seas. It feemed to echo back, 
what the mighty Angel, whom John faw fly- 
ing in the midft of Heaven, once proclaimed ; 
" Worjhip HIMj who made Heaven and Earth, 
♦* and the Sea, and the Fountains of Water *. 
" Worfhip Him, who flretched out that azure 
** Pavilion with fuch amazing Grandeur : who 
" meafured yonder World of Waters, in the 
" Hollow of his Hand : and before whom, 
** this immenfe Range of mountainous Clifts, 
" is but as Dull upon the Scale.** 

When you defcribed the difmal Situation of 
a Wretch, expofed on the Edges of the tre- 
mendous Precipice 5 hanging over the ragged 
Rocks, and the unfathomable Gulph; and 
cleaving only to a flender, treacherous, break- 
ing Bough : how heartily did I join in your 
adoring Acknowledgments to that kind, inter- 
pofing, blefled Hand, which refcued us both 
from an infinitely more threatening and dread- 
ful Danger ! Refcued us, as Slaves^ from the 
Dominion of the Devil: {hatched us, as 
Brands^ from the inextinguifhable Burnings. 
And bid Us (O marvelous, fuperabundant 
Goodnefs !) bid Us poffefs the Liberty of Righ- 

teoufiiefi; 

PttiT would not have propofed to tuild TabemacUsdiieref nor 
have wifhed to continue in cbofe Circumftancesi Mfriix. 6. 

♦ RiV. xiv. 7. 
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teou(h«fs; bid us inherit the Kingdom of 
Heaven. 

When You mentioned the paft Indolence, 
and the prefent Fervour of your Prayers, I 
could not forbear reiterating my Praifes to 
G O D on your Behalf. This is a Proof, my 
dear Tberon^ that you are going in the Way 
cverlafting; for it is written. They Jhall come 
with H^eepingy and with Supplications will 1 lead 
tbem^. This is the Work of the HOLY 
GHOST, dwelling in your Heart ; for what 
faith the Scripture ? / will pour upon them the 
Spirit of Grace and of Supplication \. And our 
LORD Himfelf mentions this, as the Indica- 
tion of a true Converfion ; Behold! He pray-^ 
eth %. — Had not Saul prayed before ? Yes j and 
made long Prayers too. But he never, till that 
Inftant, was fenfible of his undone and dam* 
nable Condition. Never cried to GOD from 
the Depths of his Diftrefs, or from the Depths 
of his Heart. Nor ever folicited the Throne 
of Grace, in the all-prevailing Name of JE^ 

SUS CHRIST. ^His Prayers, till then, were 

like the Motesy which fiufhiate to and fro in 
the Air, without any vigorous Impulfe, or any 
certain Aim. But, in that Hour, they were 
like the j^rrow^ which fprings from the ftrained 
Bows and, quick as Lightning, flies to thQ 
Mark. 

I 

♦ Jtr. xxxiii. 8. f Z^aar. «i. xo. t/^six.11. 
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I was pkafed to find You, in the Procefs of 
your Letter, infenfibly forgetting the Narra- 
live; and fo engaged by the Subjeft, that you 
^ke not as the Relater^ but as the Beholder. 
—Thus may We always be affefled, when 
Wc ftudy the Oracles of Truth. Study them, 
not as cold unconcerned Critics, who arc only 
to judge of their Meaning; but as Perfons 
deeply interefied in all they contain. Who are 
particularly addrefled in every Exhortation, 
and direftcd by every Precept. Whofe are the 
Promifes, and to whom belong the precious 

Privileges. When We arc enabled thus to 

realise and appropriate the Contents of that in- 
valuable Book ; then we fhall tafte the Sweet- 
nefs, and feel the Power of the Scriptures. 
Then We (hall know, by happy Experience, 
that our divine MASTER'S Words, are not 
barely Sounds and Syllables, but they are Spi^ 
rity and they are Life ♦. 

I was ftill more agreeably entertained with 
your Pifturc of Commerce, and of the Advan- 
tages We receive from Navigation. One Ad- 
vantage, however, I can ipecify, which is 
greater than any, greater than all, You have 
celebrated. An Advantage, that will endear 
and ennoble Navigation, fo long as the Sun 
and Moon endure. The Gofpel, my dear 
Friend, the glorious Gofpel came to our Ifland 

through 
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through this Channel. The Volume tliat com- 
prizes it, and the Preacher that publifhed it, 
both were imported by Shipping. And may 
We not fay, with the inraptured Ifaiah ? How 
beautiful are the Feet of tbem^ that bring glad 
hidings of good Things * / It is pleafant to hear 
their Voice; pleafant to contemplate their 
Meflages and pleafant even. to behold the 
Ground on which they trod, or the very Waves 

over which they failed. ^This made the holy 

Prophet rejoice in Spirit, when he forefaw thtt 
extenfive Spread of his MASTER'S Glory, and 
the certain Commencement of our Happinefs« 
This put into his Mouth that afie6lionate and 
congratulatory Addrefs; which is, in a very 
particular Manner, dire6):ed to Us and our 
Countrymen : Sing unto the LORD a new Song^ 
and his Praife from the Ends of the Earth : ye 
that go down to the Sea^ and all that is therein ) 
ye yiesy and the Inhabitants thereof Let the 
Wildemefs and the Cities thereof lift up their 
Voice I let the Inhabitants of the Rock jingy kt 
themfhout from the Hop of the Mountains. Let 
them give Glory unto the LORD 5 and declare bii 
Praife in the I/lands -f-. • 

We read, in Ezekiel^ of the mo/i magnificent 
Fleet, that ever ploughed the Seas. The Mails 
were of Cedar J, and the Benches of Ivory. 

Fine 

* Ifai. lii. 7. t I/ain xlii. XO, X J, 12. 
} Ez$k. xxvli« 5. 
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Fine Linen, beautified with Embroidery, float- 
ed to the Winds, and formed the Sails. Blue 
and Purple rigged the Veflel, and clothed the 
meaneft Mariner.— Let Us fuppofe, that the 
Freight of this iplendid Navy, was propor- 
tioned, in Value, to its fumptuous Tackling. 
Yet how poor, how deipicable were either, 
were both, if eflimated with the Treafures of 
the Gofpel : thofe divine Treafures y which fpring 
from the Imputation of our REDEEMER'S 
Righteoufnefs ! And which have much the 
feme kindly Influence on religious PraSiicCy as 
Navigation, with all her Improvements, has 
upon Traffic. — Give me leave to confirm this 
Aflertion, by felefting a few Inftances, and 
applying them in a few Interrogatories. 

One of the Benefits, proceeding from the 
Imputation of CHRtSTs Righteoufnefs, is 
Pardon. Pardon, not partial, but complete. A 
Pardon of each Sin, be it ever fo heinous i a 
Pardon of all Sins, be they ever fo numerous. 
For thus faith GOD the LORD, who fent 
both his Prophets and Apoftles, preaching 
Peace by JESUS CHRIST. I will pardon ali. 
tbeir IniquitieSy whereby they have Jinnedy and 
whereby they have tranfgrejfed againji me •!•.-— 
To learn the defirable Nature of this Bleffing, 
let Us ftep back into the Annals of Hiflory, 

and 

f Jir. xxxiii. 8, 
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ind attend a traitorous and unhappy Noble-^ 
man to his vindi£iive Exit. His Body is de- 
manded by the Miiiifters of Juftice. Reluc- 
tant and trembling He is conduced to the 
Scaffold. There, the alarmed Criminal fees 
the mourning Block. Sees the glittering Ax. 
Sees the Coffin prepared for his Corpfe. Sees 
thoufands of anxious Spe6lators; waiting, 
with eager Looks and throbbing Hearts, the 
fearful Cataftrophe. In a Word ; he fees Death 
advancing, with all the Solemnities of Horror 

and Woe. Time elapfes. The preparatory 

Ceremonies are difpatched. The fatal Mo- 
ment is arrived. No longer Refpite can be aU 
lowed. He muft fubmit to immediate Execu- 
tion. Accordingly he proftrates himfelf to re- 
ceive the Sti'oke. But — feized with new Ter- 
rors, at the poifed Ax, and approaching Blow,. 
He ftarts from the dangerous Poflurc. — Agaia 
he bends, and again fnatchcs his Neck from 
the impending Edge. — A third Time, He lifts 
his pale Countenance, to the pitying Crowds, 
and departing Light. — Once more He bows to 
the Block, and once more raifes his Head, in 
wijhful ExpeBation of the royal Clemency.—— 
Had a Meffenger appeared, at this critical In- 
ftant, with a Shout of Joy upon his Tongue, 
and a fealed Pardon in his Hand ; O ! how 
tranfporting the News ! How tnex^reffibly ivel^ 
€tme the Favour ! — What was denied to his paf- 
Vol. III. N fionatc 
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fionate Dcfires ; denied to the importunate So- 
licitations of his Friends 5 is freely offered to 
Us in the Gofpel 6i CHRIST: a Pardon of 
infinitely higher Confequence ; which oblite- 
rates Millions and Millions of rebellious A£ls : 
which extends its blefled EfFcfts, not merely 
through the little Span of Life, but beyond 
the Gates of the Grave ^beyond the Boun- 
daries of Time— through all the Ages of 
Eternity. 

How unfathomable is that immenfe Flood, 
on which my T^ron lately exercifed his Con- 
templation! The toiling Plummets, with all 
their Length of Cordage, are unable to find a 
Bottom. Were the hugeft Millftones, or the 
higheft Towers, or the moft fpacious Cities, 
caft intb this prodigious Gulph, they would 
be totally ovei-whelmed, and irrecoverably loft. 
Therefore the infpired Prophet, to fhew the 
boundlefs Extent of the divine Mercies in JE^ 
SUS CHRIST, and to denote the Fai^ of 
' their Pardon who are cleanfed in the R E- 
DEEMER^s Blood, hath illuftrated both by 
this grand Similitude. Thou wilt cajl all their 
Sins into the Depths of the Sea * — ^not one, or a 
few, but all their Sins — not barely behind thy 
Back, but into the Sea — and not into the ftial- 
lower Parts, but into the very Depths of the 

Ocean ^fo that they fhall never rife up in 

Judg- 
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Judgment; never be taken notice of; no, nor 
ever be remembered any more. 

With an Aft of total Indemnity, let Us join 
a thorough Rejioration to Favour.-'-'^K the 
Wrath of an earthly King be as the Roaring of 
a Lion* ; how much more tremendous is bis 
Indignation, who is able to cad both Body 
and Soul into Hell! If the Favour of an 
earthly Sovereign be as Dew upon the Grafs i 
how much more defirable and delightful HIS 
Loving-kindnefs, whom all Things in Heaven 
and Earth obey !— ~-By the Righteoufnefs of 
JESUS CHRIST'y we are freed from all fore- 
boding Apprehcnfions of the former, and efta- 
blifhed in the comfortable Poflfeflion of the lat- 
ter. The Gofpel renews and ratifies that joy- 
ful Proclamation of the angelic Hoft, Peace 
en Earthy and Good-will to Men -f. G O D is 
not only pacified towards Believers, but well 
plcafed with them in his dear SON. They are 
the Objects of his complacential Delight, and 
He rejoices over them to do them Good. 

Nay, they ai-e made Children, Sons and 
Daughters of the LORD Almighty I. And if 
Sons, then Heirs of GOD, and joint Heirs with 
CHRIST' \\. — The chief Captain mentioned in 
the Affsy purchafed his Freisdom of the Impe- 
rial City Rome, with a great Sum of Mo- 
ney. 

• Prov. XIX. 12. t Luien. 14- X ^^^^' ^*- **• 

I Rm,\ixu 17. 

N a 



l80 ASPASIO to TfiERON. Let. lOJ 

iiey*. If fuch a littie tranfient Immunity, 
was io valuable in his Efteem; who can ex- 
prefs the Worth, who can conceive the Dig- 
nity, of this divine Adoption ? Yet it belongs 
to Thofe, who receive the Gofpel, and are in- 
terefted in CHRIST. — ^They have Accefs to the 
omnipotent BEING; fuch free and welcome 
Accefs, as a beloved Child to an indulgent Fa- 
ther. To Him they may fly for Aid, in every 
Difficulty; and from Him obtain a Supply, 

in all their Wants. GOD, as the facred 

Charter runs, is their GOD. All his love- 
ly, all his adorable Perfeftions, ^re their glo- 
rious Inheritance, and exceeding great Re- 
ward. That eternal Power, to which nothing 
is impoffible, exerts itfelf as their Guard -^ and 
that unerring Wifdom, from which nothing 
is concealed, afts as their Guide. His very Ju- 
flice is no longer an incenfed Adverfary, de- 
manding Vengeance or meditating Deftruc- 
tion s but a faithful Guarantee^ to provide for 
the punflual Execution of the REDEEMER'S 
Treaty, and their complete Enjoyment of its 

vaiious Bleffings. ^What a Privilege is this ! 

Rather what a Clu/ler of Privileges is Here ! 
Weigh the Kingdoms of the World 5 cafl: all 
the Glories of them into the Scale ; and they 
will be found, when compared with thefe di- 
vine Prerogatives, emptier than the Bubble 
that burlls, lighter than the Spark that expires. 

la 
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In the Gofpel are given exceeding great and 
precious Promifes. Of fuch Falue, that they 
were procured by the Blood of CHRIST-, of 
fuch Certainty, that they are ratified by the 
Oath* of JEHOVAH. So duraile, that, 
though all Flefh is Grafs, and all the Good- 
linefs thereof as the Flower of the Grafs, this 
Word of our GOD abideth for ever f j io 
efficacious, that there are no fuch Cordials to re- 
vive our fainting, and no fuch Bulwarks to 
fccure our endangered Souls. With thefe the 
Bible is as richly repleniftied, as the clear mid- 
night Sky is befpangled with Stars. They are 
all Tea and Amen, configned over as a fure 
unalienable Portion, to them that are in JESUS 

cHRisrt 

Another Benefit, given in Confequence of the" 
REDEEMER'S Righteoufnefs, is the fanSHJy- 
ing SPIRIT. A moft comprehenfive Bleffing" 
this! Our SAVIOUR intimates, that it in- 
cludes every heavenly Gift, is an Aflemblagc 
of all good Things ||. — How fingular a Com- 
fort muft it be to blind BartimeuSy to have his 
Eyes opened, and behold the all-chearing 
Light of the Sun § ! So, and far more com- 
fortable, are the inlightening Influences of 
the blefled SPIRIT; when they fhine upon 
the vrrctched Creature, who fits in Darknefs , 

and 

♦ Heb. vii. 17. +1 Pit. i. 23. % 2 Cor. i. 20* 

I Compare MiU. vii. 11. with Lui^xi. 13. § Jktark 
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and the Shadow of Death.—— How peculiar a 
Mercy for the impure and abhorred Leper^ to 
be healed of his inveterate Difeafe ! To feel 
the foothing Senfations of Eafe, where Sores 
rankled and Pain raged ! Inftead of infeebling 
Languors and loathfome Deformity, Vigour 
braces his Limbs, and Comelinefs blooms in 
his Countenance *. Equally benign and equal- 
ly falubrious, is the Agency of the Divine 
SPIRIT, on our depraved, polluted, fenfual 

Minds. How fignal was the Recovery, and 

how welcome the Ghange! When that un* 
happy Creature, fo wildly agitated by a mif^ 
cbievous Damon^ was reinftated in the peace-«^ 
ful PofTeffion of Himfelf and his Faculties! 
When, inftead of unnaturally cutting his own 
Flefh, or committing barbarous Outrages on 
innocent Travelers, He fat compofed and at*« 
tentive at the Feet of JESUS f / Receiving 
heavenly Inftru6tion from his Lips, and learn- 
ing the Meeknefs of Wifdom from his Ex- 
ample. So falutary and beneficial is the tranf- 
fbrming Power of the HOLY GHOST the 
Comforter ; foftening the rugged, fweetening 
the morofe, and calming the paflionate Tem- 
per. — It is undoubtedly the utmoft Improve- 
ment and the higheft Happinefs of our Na- 
ture, to have the Image of the bleffed GOD re- 
inftamped on our Hearts. This is an Earneft, 

and 
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and an Anticipation alfo, of cndlefe Felicity. 
A Bud^ that will bloom in Heaven, and open 
into immortal Glory. A Dawn^ that will fhine 
more and more, till the Sun of Righteoufnefe 
arifes, and brightens it into everlafting Day. 
This Bud the fanflifying SPIRIT ingrafts, this 
I>awn the Grace of our LORD JESUS 
CHRIST' diffafesy in the barren and be- 
nighted Soul. 

In a Word ; get this Righteoufnefs, and You 
have a Title to all Bleffings, whether they be 
prefent or future, bodily or fpuitual, temporal 
or eternal. From the neceffary Conveniencies, 
of BiTad to eat, and Raiment to put on ; even 
to the Crowns of Glory, and the Fulnefs of 
Joy J all, all, are owing to our REDEEMER'S 

Righteoufnefs. ^You fee now, Tberon, That 

our Scheme, has no Tendency to impoverifh 
your Ipiritual Condition, or diminifh your true 
Riches : any more than thofe Trafts of Wa-. 
ter, which furround our Ifland, are detrimen- 
tal to the Wealth of its Inhabitants. DetrN 
mental! No; they are an inexhauftible Source 
of Treafure. They convey to our Ufe the 
choiceft Accommodations, and tlie moft ele- 
gant Delights. Such as would in vain be cx"- 
pefted, if the whole Ocean was converted into 
the fineft Meads, and, moft fertile Paftures. So 
—but to apply this Comparifon, would fore- 
<lal your princip^d Queftion^ 

N 4 ."Do 
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*^ Do not thefe Favours, though unfpeak- 
«* ably precious in themfelves, tend to the In- 
" troduftion or Support of Ungodlinefs ?"— 
Quite the Reverfe. Have We Redemption 
through our SAVIOUR s Blood, even the For- 
givenefs of our Sins ? We are redeemed, not 
that We may link in Supinenefs, or launch 
into Licentioufhefs, but that We may be a pe- 
culiar People, zealous of good Works *.— — 
Are We made the Children of G O D ? Then 
let our Light fo fhine before Men, that others, 
feeing our gc^d Works, may glorify our FA- 
THER which is in Heaven -f. This is the ge- 
nuine Confequence of fuch a Doftrine, and 
the proper Effedt of fuch a Benefit. — Are We 
vcfted with facred Privileges I This fhould ad- 
monifh us to walk worthy of HIM, who hath 
called us to his Kingdom and Glory J, ShaU 
the Citizens of Heaven be animated with no 
higher Views, than the Slaves of Appetite, and 
Drudges of the World ? — Are We conftituted 
Heirs of the Promifes ? The Grace which they 
afcertain, is intended to make Us Partakers of 
^ Divine Nature II J and the Encouragement 
which they adminifter, fhould incite Us tp 
cleanfe Ourfelves from all Filthinefs of Flefh 
and Spirit, and to perfeft Holinefs in the Fear 
of OOP |. — Such high Imipunities are a. njoft , 

en- 

• Tit.i'u 14; + M/7ft. V. i6t 1 1 Wr^fif X2% 

J ^Pct, i. 4. § 2 6;;-. vii. I. ' 
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endearing Peifuafivc, not to dilgrace, but mag- 
nify, not to provoke, but pleafe, their un^ 
fpeakably beneficent AUTHOR. 

I might farther obferve, that Holinefi is 
one of the moft diftinguifhed Bleffings in our 
Syftem. Nay, is the very central Blcffing, to 
which all the others verge 5 in which they all 
terminate. — ^Were We cbofen from Eternity ? 
It was for this Purpofe, that We may be holy 
and unblameable in Love*, — Are We called 
in Time ? It is to this Intent, that We may 
Ihew forth the Praifes of Him, who hath call- 
ed Us out of Darknefs into his marvelous 
Light f. — ^Are We created again in CHRIS J' 
JESUS? It is, to capacitate Us for accept- 
able Service, and to fumifh Us unto every 
good Work J. I will put my Spirit within Tou^ 
faitb the LORD. For what End ? That re 
may walk in my Statutes^ and keep my Judgments^ 
end do them §. Here comes in your favourite 
Endowment, fincere Obedience. Far, very 
far from difcarding fincere Obedience, We 
would only introduce it, under its due Cha*- 
rafter, and in its proper Order. Under its dm 
Cbara^er ; as the Fruit, not the Caufe, of our 
Intereft in CHRISTs Righteoufiiefs. In its 
due Orderly as following, not preceding, the 
Gift of Juftification« 

Thefc 
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Thefe Privileges, my dear Tierony are falu* 
tary, as the Pool of Betbefda*. They are re- 
ftbrative, as the Waters of Siloamf. Or like 
that (acred Stream flowing from the Sanffusry, 
which healed the Rivers, healed the Sea, and 
made even the De&rt flourilh |.-~If Juftifio 
cation by the Righteoufnefs of CHRIST had 
a Tendency to fabvert the Foundation of Ho- 
lineTs; to confirm the hypocritical Profeflbr, 
in his Negiefl of moral Duties ; or difcourage 
the fincere Convert, from the Purfuit of real 
Virtue } it would, doubtlefs, be unworthy of 
any Acceptation, or rather worthy of univer- 
(al Abhorrence. But I dare appeal, not only 
to the Nature of the Doftrine, and the Rea- 
fon of Things, but to the Experience of All 
—-Yes, of all who Ime ti^ed, that the LORD 
rs gracious^. How were they afhSbsd, when 
they have been enaUed to bdieve, that GOD 
is rec<»iciled, has received the aU-(aticfying 
Atonemmt, and placed his SON'S Righceou^ 
nefs to their Account ? That He regards them 
as his Children, and will receive them to his 
Glory ? ^Have they not, under _^c3 Convic- 
tions, felt their Hearts exulting with confcious 
Joy J and evei7 Power of their Soul fprin^ng 
forwards, to glorify their heavenly FATHER 
— glorify Him by every Inftance of Obedience, 
Fidelity, and Zeal? 

Can 
• JtBM V. 4. t John ix. 7. X Eati^ slvii. 8, 9. 
5 I Ptt, ii. 3. 
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Can fuch invaluable Benefits have a preju* 
dicial Influence on our Praftice, if, to the 
Cbnfideration of their fuperlative Worth, Wc 
add that unequaled Price ^ by which they were 
purchafcd?— HE, who was high above all 
Height, humbled Himielf to be made of a 
Woman, and bom in a Stable ; that We might 
be admitted into the Family of GOD, and 
exalted to the Manfions of Heaven. And will 
this great Humiliation, which is the Bafis of 
our Happine&, prompt Us to look down with 
Qmtefnpt on Others, or entertain arrogant 
Thoughts of Ourfelves ? 

The ONLY BEGOTTEN and the fupremc 
Delight of the FATHER, was numbered with 
Tranigrellbrs, and ranked with Felons; that 
We might be joined to the innumerable Com- 
pany of Angds, and aflbciated with Saints in 
Glory evtrlafting« And will any One make 
this a Precedent or a Plea, for walking in the 
Counfel of the VngpMy ; forjianding in the Way 
of Sinners ; or fitting in the Seat of the Scorn^ 

All manner of Evil was ijpoken of the fault* 
left JESUS I his blefled Name was vilified by 
blaipheming Tongues, and his unblameable 
Conduft blackened with the fouleft Afpcrfions; 
on purpofe that We may be applauded, when 
We are judged i and each hear thofe tranA 

porting 

♦ P/al. I u 
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porting Words, Well done thou good 

AND FAITHFUL SERVANT*! Will this CIIl- 

bolden Us to dijhonour our LORD, and Jiatn 
our holy Profeffion ? Shall We from hence be 
induced to open the Mouths of his Enemies, 
and give them Occafion to fpeak reproach- 
fully? 

HE went, galled with the Lafties of the 
Scourge, and penetrated with the pungent 
Thorns -, He went, loaded with the execrable 
Crofs, and marking the Way with his preci- 
ous Blood J thus He went to his ignominious 
and tormenting Exit : that We may enter into 
Sion with Songs of Triumph on our Lips, 
and with everlafting Joy on our Heads. Does 
this invite Us to go, crowned with Rofe-buds, 
to the Houfe of Riot ; or go, muffled in Dif- 
guife, to the Midnight-Revel? Will it not ra- 
ther incline Us, to fit down at his pierced Feet, 
and bathe them with Tears, and take Delight -f* 
in mourning for our cracified LORD? 

Behold ! He hangs on the curfed Tree. 

There, there He hangs ; rent with Wounds, 

and racked with Pain. He pours his Groans, 

. and fpills his Blood. He bows his Head, his 

patient 

* Matt. XXV. 21. 
f This is a Cafe, in which Homer^s rslafTrufxttr^x yooio 
may be literally and moft eminently verified. Iliad y. — The 
Sorrow, arifing from fuch tender and grateful View^ of our 
crucified LORD, is that evangelical godly Sorrow, which 
worketb Repentance unto Salvation not to h re^^td tf* 2 Cor^ 
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patient princely Head, and dies — aftonifhing, 
ravifhing Confideration ! He dies for Tou and 
me. And will this harden our Hearts, or arm 
our Hands, to crucify Him afrefh by any al- 
lowed Iniquity ? Does not Reafon fuggeft, and 
Chriftianity diftate, and all that is ingenuous 
inforce, the Apoftle's important Inference ? If 
One died for AlU then they which live y Jhouldnot 
henceforth live unto themfelves^ but unto Hsm: 
which died for them*. 

He thought upon Us, long before the Foun- 
dations of the World were laid -, He remem- 
bers Us, now he is exalted to the Right-hand 
of the MAJESTY in the Heavens 5 and will 
never, never forget Us, through all the Revo- 
lutions of Eternity^ And is this a Motive to 
forget his Name ; to difi-egard his Word j or 
to imitate the fhameful Neutrality and Indif- 
ference, of Gallio? Imprcffed with a Senfe of 
this invariable and everlafting Kindnefs, furely, . 
We fhall declare Ourfelves, as thofe Captives 
in Babylon^ concerning their dear native City 
Jerufalem : If I forget. "Thee, O bleffed JESUS, 
Let my Right-hand forget her Cunning ^j if I do 
not remember Thee^ let my Tongue cleave to the 
Roof of my Mouth -f-. t 

Remember T*hee! 
Ay^ my dear LORD^ while Memory holds a- 
Seat 

f 2 C^r. V, 15. t ^'. caogcvii. 5, ^ 
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In this devoted Breaji — Remember 7'bee ! 
Tesj from the T'aik of my Memory 
Til wipe away all trivial fonJ Records, 
fFhicb Toutb and Obfervation copied tbere^ 
And tby Remembrance aU alone jball live 
Witbin tbe Book and Volume of tny Brain *. 

Is it poffible, Tberon, for the Contemplation 
of fuch Goodneisy to weaken the Motives, or 
relax the Springs of Obedience ? As fbon may 
lenient Balms kill, and rankeft Poifons cure ? 
——Is fuch a Belief calculated to difcourage 
Duty, and patronize Licentioufiiefs ? Juft as 
much, as vernal Sbawers are fitted to cleave 
the Earth with Chinks, or Summer«funs to 

glaze the Waters with Ice. ^When Antbony 

made an Oration to the Soldiers, on Occafion 
of Cafars Death ; when He fhewed them their 
honoured Mafter's Robe, transfiiced with {o 
many Daggers ; when He reminded them of 
the Vidtories they had won, under their affaf- 
iinated Commander; when He farther in* 
formed them, that their murdered General had 
remembered them in his Will — ^had bequeath* 
ed all his fine Gardens, and beautiful Walks, 

to their Ufc and Delight 5 ^Heavens I How 

they took Fire ! Revenge fparkled in their Eyes ; 
Revenge flamed in tj^ir Bofoms : Revenge was 
all their Cry, They flew to the Houfes of 

the 
f Sbqke^eari^ 
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the Confpirators 5 laid them even with the 
Grounds and had they met the Owners, would 
have tore them Limb from Limb. — Some fuch 
Refentment againft Sin, will a Senfe of our 
adored REDEEMER'S Sufferings excite: Ef- 
pecially, when fet home by his BLESSED 
SPIRIT, and confidered in Connection with 
thofe detcftable Iniquities, which caufed them; 
and with thofe invaluable Bleflings, which 
were procured by them.— Nothing, nothing 
is fb effectual, to beget the moft irreconcilable 
jiblmrence of all Ungodlinefs> to make the 
Remembrance of it, bitter as \yormwood ; 
the Temptations to it, horrible as HelL 

Let me remind, You of an Incident, related 
by your fevourite Hiftorian Xenophon. — Cyrus 
had taken captive the young Prince of Armenia^ 
together with his beautiful and blooming Prin- 
ce^; whom He had lately married, and of 
whom He was pai&onately fond. When both 
were brought to the Tribunal, Cyrus alked the 
Prince; what He would give, to be reinftated 
in his Kingdom ?-— -He anfwered, with an 
Air of Indifference ; " That, as for his Crown, 
^' and bis own Libeity, He valued them at a 
" very low Rate. But, if Cyrus would reftorc 
" his beloved Princefs, to her native Dignity 
" and hereditary Poffeffions, He fhould infi- 
ll nitely rejoice; and would willingly pay 

L* (tlxis 
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** (this He uttered with Tendernefs and Ardour) 
*«• would willingly fay bis Life for the Pur- 
«* chafe." — Could fuch a Declaration, fo highly 
endearing, alienate the AfFeftions of the Prin- 
cefe, or induce Her to violate her Fidelity ? 
Let her own Conduft anlwer the Query. 
When all the Prifoners were difmiffed with 
Freedom, it is impoffible to exprefs, how they 
were charmed with the royal Generofity. Every 
one extolled their common Benefaftor to the 
Skies. Some celebrated his martial Accom- 
plifhments. Some applauded his focial Vir- 
tues. All were /r^^fjg-tf/. of their Praifes, and 
iavijh in grateful Acknowledgments. And 
You, faid the Prince, (addreffing himfelf to 
his Bride) what think You of Cyrus ? — I did 

not obferve Him, replied the Princefs. Not 

obferve Him ! ^Upon what then was your 

Attention fixed ? — Upon that dear and generous 
Man, who declared, " He would purchafc 
" my Liberty, at the Expence of his very 
" Life *."— Was her Heart impreflcd, were 
all her Thoughts ingrofled, by that benevo- 
lent Offer ? And (hall ours be lefs afFefted with 
the incomparably more tender and endearing 
Love of CHRIST'? — He was not only willing, 
but aStually laid down his Life for Us ; a Life 
immenfely precious, and of higher Dignity than 

aU 
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all Heavens. — He laid down his Life, not for 
amiable Perfons, or worthy Creatures, but for 
vile Earth, and miferable Sinners. — Purchajing' 
thereby for Us and our Children, Privileges of* 
ineftimable Worth, and of everlafting Dura- 
tion. 

Surely, fuch Beneficence, fo unmerited, fo' 
unequaled, muft win * the moft reludlant, and 
melt the moft obdurate Heart. The Heart,' 
that is not wrought upon by this Miracle of: 
Divine Compaffion, muft be Steel, muft be 
Adamant; quite impenetrable, and abfolutely 
incorrigible. — '^ O Thou ever blefled, thou all-. 
" gracious R E D E E iM E R, thy Love to Us is. 
" wonderful \ faffing^ I will not fay, the Love 

''of 

* "BenejUia^ fays one of the Antients, qui invenit^ Comfe^ 
des imjentt. Which fine Sentiment may almoft ferve as a 
Conunent, on the beautiful and tender Declaration of GOD 
by his Prophet Hofta ; / drew them to Obedience with Cords 
of a Man^ with Bands of Love, Chap. xi. 14. HE who 
made, and intimately knows our Frame, knew that thefe 
Motives would be moft powerful in Operation; moft power-, 
fill on Creatures, capable of Love, and fufceptible of Gra- 
titude. Therefore He calls them, The Cords of a Man.^^ 
And if a Deliverance from temporal Bondage, if the Settle-' 
ment of Ifrael in all the Plenty of Canaan^ conftituted fo 
fweet an Incitement to Duty ; doubtlefs, the everlafting Be- 
nefits mentioned by Afpafto^ together with all the endearing 
Circumftances of their Procurement, muft be abundantly 
more engaging.— May the SPIRIT from on High rend the 
Veil of Ignorance andf Infcnfibility ! Let into our Hearts the 
Knowledge and Faith of thefe great evangelical Truths ! Wc. 
(hall then want no farthir Demonftration, either of the Pro- 
priety of the Remark, or the Efficacy of the Principles. 

Vol. III. . O 
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*^ 3^^^>ww*, but the Power of Language, and> 
^ the Reach: of Thought! Who can hold out. 
^ againft fuch charming Attra6Uves ? Whor 

" can refill fuoh heavenly Gk>odnefs ? Only 

«* let a Smff of thy Love be always warm, al- 
** ways operative on our Minds. This (hall 
*^ be inftead of a thoufand Arguments to en- 
*' gsge> inftead of ten thoufand Motives to 

" quicken our. Obedience." Other Motives 

may produce fome external Services, or hypo-p- 
critical Perfoimances. Terrors may extort the 
Drudgery of the Hand. Bribes may gain the 
Adulation of the Tongue. But this concili- 
ates the Will; this profelites the AfFeftions; 
Ais captivates the very Soul; and makes all» 
its Powers like the Chariots of Ammi-nadib -f-, 
ready, expedite, and aftive in Duty. 

Hear the holy Apoftle, giving an Account 
of Himfelf and his (piritual State. He fpeaks> 
in Language fomewhat fimilar, though greatly 
fuperior, to theProfeffion oi^tArmenianVroi'- 

cefs. ^' So great'is the Glory, fo rich is the 

^' Grace, fo fuperabundant are the Merits of ' 
*^ my REDEEM^ER, that I am determined to 
« know nothing, but CHRIST JESVS and Him 
*^ crucified XJ' — ^Aik the fame zealous Apoftle; 
What prompted Him to fuch indefatigable Di- 
ligence, and animated Him with fuch invin- 
cible Fortitude? ^^.did He decline no Toil, 

and 

* 2 Sam. i. 26. f Caitt. vie 12. % % 0> ii. 2# 



and dread no Danger; rejoice in Tribulation^ 
and glory in the Reproach * j welcome Perfe- 
cutioni ahd defy Death? This is his Reply; 
^'iPBeLwe of CHRIST confiraineth f me ; bear- 
" eth me on, with much the fame ftrong, ftea- 
" dy, pitvailing Influence, which Winds and 
*^ Tide exert; when they waft the Veflel to its 
*^ deflined Harbour." 

Shall we hear what another Difciple, one- of 
the moft advanced Proficients in Divine Love,^ 

fays 

' • That fuprcmc Affcaion to the bleffed JESUS, which 
reigned in the Hearts of his primitive Difciples, could never 
have been fo emphatically difplayied by any Strokes of Elo- 
quence, as by their own chearful and heroic Manner of ex- 
preffing themfelves, with relation to their Sufferings. — Far 
(torn regretting, / taie Plenfure (fays the Apoftle) in Affile^ 
Hem ; and embrace them, when occurring in my Diyine MA- 
STER'S Service, with a real Complacency, mioKu. 2 Cor. 
xii. lO.^ToTouj adds the fame Apoftle, ahd fpeaks in a' 
cbngratulatory Strain, it is given (tx<*e^^^^) as a defirablc 
Privilege', W fuffer for the adorable JESUS, Philip, i. 29, 
—St. Luie, recording the abufive and cruel Outrages, com- 
mitted on two Difciples,*for preaching boldly in the Name* 
ofCHRTST^ ufes^a Phnife remarkably eallant and fpirited : 
fl^/^ departed from tbe^oumil rejoicing, oli xotln^Koin(rotv oli* 
fAo&^fimh ^f>^ they'w^rt counted worthy tofuffer Shame ; had 
thir Hkftour of being vilified and reproached, in fo venerable 
and glorious a Caufe. — This PaiTage is a fine Exemplifica- 
tion of. the figure, which Rhetoricians ilyle Oxjimorum. 
AhdliSrate^s^^Dulce'Periculum — Splendid} mehJax — ^0 Ar- 
aiii's rir7ffir^-»>^— feem' flat arid jejune upon the Comparii<MU 
jflts y.'^i: 

t Could Yob^tfbffii<5dwJiH; in the Midft of a nume- 
rous Jrmy advahdi^tb^'tKif Battle; ot rather, could You 
place a Boat on theim{iet&tMsX}atS3iniA9 of the M7r; Yoa 
irould fee what is msmUVf tfte ilgnificant Word, (rvvtxi^ 
ifCor* T« If. 

O a 
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fays upon the Subjeft ? One, who learned his 
Knowledge, not in the School of Philofophy, 
but on his SAVIOUR'S Bofom. This is the Love 
of GOD y that we walk after his Commandments *. 
This is the natural Fruit, this the certain Evi- 
dence, of Love to that glorious, tranfcendent, 
and adorable BEING. What? Not that We 
fupinely negle6l, much lefs that We profanely 
violate, his facred Precepts ; but that with Af- 
fiduity and Delight, We make them the Rule 
of our Conduct. — Charity edijieth -f* : this Di- 
^^ine Love, far from razing the Foundations, 
far from demolilhing the Structure, huildetb 
up X the fair Fabric of univerfal Godlinefs. 

Let me borrow an Illuftration from your 
own Leter. When a Pebble is caft into the 
fmooth Canal, it moves the Center, and forms 
a Circle. The firft creates a fecond : the fecond 
breaks into a third : they continue to multiply 
and expand themfelves, till the whole Surface 
is covered with circular Undulations. Thus^ 
the Love of an all-gracious REDEEMER ^^ 
when 7ZW abroad in the Soul by the HOLT 

GHOST, 

* 2 John ver. 6. f 2 Cor, viii. I. J Oixo^ojeaii. 

H I cannot but think, the Reafoning is much more juft, 
and the Principle much more efficacious, in Jfpafio*s Man- 
ner of ftating the Affair, than in the following famous Lines : 

Self-love butferves the virtuous Aftnd t9 wakiy 
As thefmall Pebble Jlir$ the peaceful Lake : 
The Center mov*dy ei Circle liralt fuccceds, 
Amiherjiilly andJiiUammrfprcads. 

Fritnd^ 
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GBOST^y will difFufe itfelf through every 
intelle(5tual Faculty, and extend to every Spe- 
cies of Duty. Till the whole Heart is filled 
with the Image, and the whole Behaviour re- 
gulated by the Law, of the blefled GOD. 

So that I am perfuaded, there is a great deal of 
Truth and Solidity, as every One muft acknow- 
ledge, there is a peculiar Spirit and Beauty, in 
the Apoftrophe of our Poet ; 

T'alk they of Morals ? O thou bleeding Love ! 
I'hou Maker of new Morals to Mankind^ 
Tdhe grand Morality is Love of THE E •[•• 

You 

Friendy Parent ^ Neighbour ^ fir ft it will embratey 
His Country next^ and next all human Race : 
fFide and more wide th* Overflowings of the Mind 
Take every Creature in of every Kind* 

Self-love too often afts on the AfFeftions, as a Blaft on the 
Leaves, Jhrivels and contra/ffs them. But the Love of 
CHRIST^ like a vernal Sun on the tender Buds, opens and 
expands them ; till they become wide, as the Extent of his 
gracious Redemption ; wide as the Compafs of his rational 
Creation — By Self-love I am almoft neccflarily determined 
to malign the Perfons, who crofsmy Inclinations, and ob- 
ftruft my Intcrefts. From the Lrove of CHRIST^ I have a 
cogent Reafon, and a moft prevailing Inducement, to 
love my very Enemies. — How does St. Peter analize this 
Subje<5t f Not in Mr. Pope*s^ not in Lord BolingbroJte's Me- 
thod. Godlinefsj or a fupremeLove to the gracious GOD, 
He reprefents as the Root or Trunk : then brotherly Kindnefs^ 
or an affciSlionate Regard to Relations, Friends, Neighbours, 
as fome of the grand and mafter Branches : after this Cha- 
rity y or a difFufive Good- will to all Mankind, as the Spread 
^f Boughs J which complete and adorn the Tree. 2 Pet, i. 7, 
• Rm. V. 3. t Night-Thoughts, N* IV, 

O 1 
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You mentioned the Loadjime^ as moft fig-- 
nally and moft extenfively ferviceable in the 
fea-faring Bufinefs. Such is Faitky fo effica- 
cious, in practical Cbrijiianity. — Thi^, perhaps. 
You think a fcanty and defeftive Principle, 
yhe Property of fhewing the northern Part of 
the World, may feem equally mean and incon- 
fiderable. But as the one is the very Soul of 
Navigation, the other is the very Life of Ho^ 
linefs. — It is fomewhat like the Stone, which 
the Babylonian, Monarch iaw in his Dream, cut 
from the Rock without Hands *. Which, though 
defpicahle to human Appearance, was mighty 
in Operation J deftroyed the fuperb Statue; 
became a great Mountain, and filled the whole 
Earth. Thus will Faith exert and diffufe its 
kindly Energy; to every Corruption, that it 
. may be fubdued; to every Virtue, that it may 
be cherifhed. 

Faith is a real Perfuafion, That the blefled 
^£5175 has fhed his Blood Jfbr me, and fulfil- 
led all Righteoufnefs in myftead: that, through 
this great Atonement and glorious Obedience, 
He has purchafed, even for my fmful Soul, Re- 
conciliation with GOD, fanftifying Grace, 
^nd every fpiritu^l Blcffing -f • 

Whe^ 

^ Datt. ii. 'J4. 

t This Dehnition of Faith may poffibly, at the firft View, 
ftartk apd a}arm even fomc pious People. But if they pleafe 
to take it in ConneSfion, with that Explanation and Adjuft« 
ffiept, whicb are delivered in il[^faUcrUb1^\i[o]^t^ I hope, 
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When the ALMIGHTr fnnk the Cavities 
of the Ocean, and replenifhed them with the 
liquid Element, He provided an inexhaufHblb 
Source of Moifture, for the Refrefhment of 
every Animal, and the Nutriment of every Ve^ 
getable. In like manner, where-ever He works 
this true Faith, He plants the Seed of umver^ 
fal Holinefs, and provides for the .Propagation 
irf every Virtue. This Perfusion of the Divint 
Good- will, overcomes our natural Reluflance, 
isnd excites a fervent Defire, to pleafe our Hic^ 
merciful FATHER. This Experience of the 
abundant Grace oi CHRIST^ attradb and a?C- 
-fimilates the Soul; turning it into his amiable 
i/ikenefs, " as the Wax is turned to the ton 
^ printed Seal." — ^What will ibe the Language 
of fuch a Perfon ? 

^' Did my exalted MASTER empty Hinifelf 
•* and become poor, that Jits moft unworthy 
** Servant might be filled nvith all the Fulnefi if 
" Gfl^* ? And (ball not 1 chearfully deny my- 
" felf the cxpenfive Pleafures of the World, 
*' that I may have fomewhat to beftow on 

" his needy Children ? Has the Death of 

" CHRIST, as a Puniftiment, fatisfied the moft 
*' rigorous Juftice for my Sins -, as a Price, has 

all Caufe of Diflktbfiiaion or Surprife will vanifh. The Sen- 
timent, I hope, will be found, not only oomibrtabie for tke 
Sinner, but agreeable to Scripture j and truly f//iMr^^^V/»aAfr» 
36 well as highly defirabU* 
♦ Epb. iij. 19. 

04 
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** it redeemed me from every Evil ; and, as a 
" Sacrifice, made my Peace with GOD Moft 
*' High ? And (hall I not, by thefe Mercies of 
" my dying LORD, be induced to prefent all 
" the Members of my Body, and all the Fa* 
** culties of my Soul, as a living Sacrifice * to 
♦* his Honour ? To be employed in his Service, 

" apd refigned to his Will ? Do I believe, 

«* that my SAVIOUR has not only refcued me 
" from Hell, but eftablifhed my Title to all 
« the Blejfings included in the Promifes, and 
" all the Felicity laid up in Heaven ? And can 
" I negleft to feek tkofe invaluable Blcffings, or 
«* forbear to afpire after this immenfe Felici- 
** ty ? Can I be fo ungrateful as to affront, fo 
.«* infenjiblczs to forget, the infinitely beneficent 

" Procurer of both ? Aih I perfuaded, that 

^* the Prince of Peace is entered into Glory as 
" my Forerunner ^f-, and has prepared Manfions 
" of Blifs for my final Reception ? And fliaD I 
" not follow Him thither in my Hopes and 
** my AfFe6lions ? Be as a Pilgrim below, and 
*^ have my Converfation above ?— Is not this 
^* a moft fweet and eflfeftual Method of gain- 
^* ing my Heart ; and if my Heart, then all 
^' my Powers, to his bleffed Self?" 

Such, my dear Theron^ will be the EffeBs of 
Faith, Therefore, it is not in vain, much lefe 
to the Difcouragement of real Virtue, that the 

Scrip-^ 
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Scripture lays fuch a Strefs upon Faith : fo fre- 
quently urges the Importance and Neceffity of 
Faith : reprefents Faith, as the principal Work 
of the Divine SPIRIT, and the great Instru- 
ment of receiving Salvation. Becaufe it is a 
fure, a fovereign Means oi purifying the Heart *, 

and never fails to work by Love -f*. ^Was 

Faith, as fome People are apt to imagine, like 
a Candle put under a Bufhel, or like the Lamps 
that burn in Sepulchres ; it would then be an 
infignificant Labour to inculcate it, and no 
better than an empty Flourifli of Words, to 
celebrate it. But nothing is more certain, than 
that Faith is a vitaly an operative^ a viSiorious 
Principle. 

CHRIST is a Store-houfe of all Good. 
Whatever is neceffary to remove our Guilt, 
whatever is expedient for renewing our Na- 
ture, whatever is proper to fit Us for the eter- 
nal Fruition of GOD, all this is laid up in 
CHRIST. AU this is received by Faith, for 
Application, Ufe, and Enjoyment. — Accord- 
ingly, when Zaccheus believed, He com- 
menced a new Man : his Bowels yearned with 
Compaffion: the rapacious Publican became a 
Father to the Poor J, and a Friend to the 
Needy in his Diftrefs, — When the Macedonia 
ans believed, how eminently was their Spi- 
rit ennobled, and their Pra6lice improved! 

Though 

* 4£fs XV. 9« t ^^^* V, 6. % Lukt w» %• 
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Though prefled with Affli6liona, their Souk 
overflowed with Joyj and even in the deepeft 
Povei;ty, they %naUzed themfclves by the 
Abundance of their Liberality ♦. — -When the 
firft Converts 6£I<ibvep» the Change in their 
JSehaviour was fo .remarkable, the Holinefs of 
ifaeir lives fo exeioplftry ^ that they won the 
{flavour, a^ commanded the Refpe^, of all the 

Pfeopk'f. Inihonti at is as impoffible for 

the Sun to be in his meridian Sphere^ and 
not to difiipate Barknefe, or ^iffuie Light i as 
for JFaith to exift in the SouU rand not exak 
die Temper, and meliorate the Condofl.— — 
Xhat my dear Therm may be eftablijhedin Faith, 
may encreafe in Faith, may abound in Faith, is 
tfie moil affe6tionate Wi&, that Thought can 
fiiggcfl:, or Friendflup adc^t. May bis Faith 
tberefiore be eflabliihed iUke the Mountain- 
Oaks i enlarge like the progreflTive Stream^; tiH 
it ffitWs and fpreads like the ovecflowing 
FloodJ! 

I 

^ % Ccr. viii. 2. Heje is, e^pecUlf in fint Qrigmal, as 
fine an Antithefis^ perhaps, as ever wae penned. Since my 
laft Notes were fo copious, I fliall forego the Pleafure of 
particularizing the Beautiesxf •&!» Claufe. I leave it to the 
Lover of (acred Liiesatuce, ^ admire s3d^ Apoftle's Ex- 
prefSon, to be charmed 3¥ith the Spirit x>f the Macedman 
Believers, and to derive Edification firom boA. 

t AQsiu 47. 

t Thefe Images Wr fiisqr Tooture to flyle b^^m^ te- 
oaufe they are borrowed from the Apoftle ; |3iCaiVjCAfvoi iv 
TH wirti. Cj/. ii, 7. vpexrm thj X7iri«#(« W»A !• 25. 
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I intended to have clofed my Letter, and 
confirmed my Point, by a very memorable Story, 
piit however your Patience may perfevere, my 
Ti.tne fails, and my Hand is weary. The 
nejct Poft, if nothing xinexpedled intervenes, 
ih^U bring You the Sequel. May it, when 
brought to my Friend, be as a Nailfqftenedin 
a Jure Place^ and give the Rivet of Conviftion 
to all thefe important Truths !"-In the meaQ 
Time, pr rather at all Times, I remain 

PordiaUy and invariably Tours^ 

AsPASip. 
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LETTER XI. 

A8PAS10 to Theron. 

Dear Theron, 

FAITH in the imputed Righteoufneis of 
J^SUS CHRlS7"is a fundamental Prin-r 
ciple, in that invaluable Syftem of facred ?ad 
divine Philofophy — the Gospel, By which 
the HEAVENLY TEACHER is continuaUy 
training up Millions of rational and immor* 
t9l Qrcaiw^ fof the true Perfection of thdr 

Natural 
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Nature ; for the final Fruition of their GOD ; 
or, in other Words, for a State of confummatc 
Happinefs and everlafting Exaltation, — In this 
School, may You and I be humble Students^ 
and daily Proficients ! While Others are ambi- 
tious of glittering Diftindlions, and founding 
Titles, may it be our higheft Aim, our great- 
eft Glory, to anfwer the Charafter — of Be- 
lievers ! By this Charafter, the fupreme LORD 
diftinguifhes his chofen People, and denomi- 
nates the Heirs of Salvation. ^This Charac- 
ter ftands faireft in the Book of Life, and 

brighteft in the Annals of Eternity. This 

Character, however neglefted or difefteemed 
among Men, will be remembered and had in 
Honour, when the pompous Names of Statef- 
man and GeneraliJJimo are known no more. 

As Faith is of fuch fmgular and extenfivc 
Efficacy in genuine Chriftianity, methinks, I 
would have all our Meditations terminate on 
its glorious Objeft, and be calculated to invi-^ 
gorate fo beneficial a Principle. — When we re- 
fleft on* that ftupendous Aft, the Creation of 
the World out of Nothing ; let Us remem- 
bei-, it was HIS A£l, who obtained eternal 
Redemptionfor Us. When we contemplate that 
immenfe Theatie of Wonders, the Heavens 
and their fliining Hofts ; let Us not forget, 
that they are all HIS Work, who brought in 
everlafting Rigbteoujhefs for Us,— Do Wc turn 

our 



Let. II. AsPAsio /(? Theron. 205 

our Thoughts to the Ocean, that fpacious and 
magnificent Canal, which covers more than 
half the Globe ? It was formed by HZS Word, 
and is obedient to HIS Will, who loved Us and 
wajhed Us from our Sins in his own Blood. Do 
We take a View of the Earth, that grand and 
inexhauftible Magazine, which furnifhes fuch 
a Multiplicity of Conveniencies, for fo many 
Millions of Creatures? It is all H/S Property, 
and wholly at HIS Difpofal, who emptied^ 
Himfelf for our Sake, and had not where to lay 
his Head. — For thus faith the infpired Philo- 
fopher ; thus faith the Oracle of Faith ; All 
things were made BT Him^ and FOR Him. 

The great CREATOR has enriched this ha- 
bitable Globe with a Profufion of Good. He 
has adorned it with a Variety, an Order, and 
a Beauty, which are perfeftly charming. He 
has ennobled it with a Dignity, a Sublimity, 
and a Grandeur, which are at once delightful 
and aflonifliing. In all this, Reafon cannot 
but difcem a clear Manifeftation of Power, a 
bright Difplay of Wifdom, and a rich De- 

monftration of Benignity. ^But will the 

CREATOR himfelf vouchfafe to be made 
Flefh, on Purpofe that He may obey and die 
for his guilty Creatures ? This is what, nei- 
ther the utmoft Penetration of Men, nor th« 
very fuperior Intelligence of Angels, could 
ever have demonftratcd, difcovered, or con- 
ceived. 

^ ExfVttf fv r0(v7«»i Phil. ii. ^. 
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cclvcd. This exceeds whatever the Elements^' 
Have produced, whatever the Sun hasr beheld^ 
ta much as the Escfent and Magnificence of 
the planetary Syftem exceed the Dimeniions' 
^d the Furniture of a Shepherd's firtit.-^— 
To iweal this, is the blefled Peculiarity df 
the Gofpel. To know this, k the diftinguifti- 
itig Pierogative of a Believer. To apply this, 
tb^^j/Zupon this, to coHneS this with all our 
Oblbrvations of the Univerfe, fliould be our 
fkvourite and habitual Employ. This will 
improve Wonder into Devotion, and raifethe* 
Delights of Science into the Joy of Salvation. 
This will render every philolbphical Specula- 
tion a Strengthener of our Faith j and make 
the" various Scenes of Nature, a Guide to 

Grate, and a Step to Glory: When this \s 

done, then all Things attain their proper End; 
and as- they are 4)^ CHRIS% fb they zitfof" 
CHRIST. 

But I forget myfelf; my BCiflftefr, and ttty. 
Promife. I am to eftabfiih the Point by ih- 
conteftable Faift, not to embellKh it by loofe 
harangue. With Pleafure" I addrefs rayftlf td 
dlfcharge my Obligation j and exemplify, irt a 
very memorable li^ance, the fidvo^ of Paith[ 

on religious Praftice. ^From whence flialM 

fetch my Exemplification? From the Memoirs 
of the indefatigable Apoftle of the Gentiles ? 
Here I find one, moft concifely, and at the 
fame Time moft forcibly diiplayed. 

Afier 
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After tbefe Things were endedy fays tfie facred' 
Hiflorian, Paul purpofed in the Spirit'y lichen He 
had pajjed^ through Macedonia^ and Achaiay to gO' 
to yerufalenij faying^ After I have been there^ t 

muji aljb fie Rome^ ^Who can obferve, and 

not admire> this pikin unambitious Manner" 
of relating a Series of Labours^ the moft fig*-- 
nally fuccefsful, and mo(t extenfively ufeful'F 
Nothing in' human Gondu6bever furpaflfed the 
Gr^ij^yw/J of the one^ and ^perhaps nothing in* 
Uiftonoal Gompofition ever equaled the Sim^ 
pHcity oi the Other, 

St. Paul had already reduced EphefitsBtiA' 
Afa to the Obedience of CHRIST. Hehad* 
already brought Macedonia and Achaia^ into* 
Subjeftion to the Gbfpel. He had long agp' 
ere6led the Standard, and fpreadttheTriumpHr 
of Chriftianity in the Regions of Arabia. Yet, 
as if He had hitherto atthieved nothingi He 
bends his^ Forces towards Jerufaiefn. Thett 
He marks out iJ^wf^ for the Seat of hisQ)irituaf 
Warfare; Aftw this, Kfe fbrms-the fattie be-- 
neficent Defign upon Spkin: including, in hif 
Comprehenfive Plan, thte Mfetbopblis and* tlfcf 
Boundaiiesf of the World; — TtkfVJiAirer&it 

bur 

♦ if.fl5rxiic 21: 

t ^^i/if was tbm fuppoM tx>'be-.dievBbuiidbH!]rof<'tto 
Wejlerny as the Ganget was reckoned tb«£xtreinity/of the 
Eafttm World. 

Ommhurin Terrs s qum fwit a Gadibm ufjut 
Juroram isf Gangin. Juvt Sat. x. 
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but juft large enough, to be the Scene of his 
Adion ; and He never difcontinues the chart'- 
table Campaign^ but with the laft Breath of his 
Life. 

Which of your Alexanders^ which of yoiu* 
CafarSy which of all the Heroes celebrated in 
Grecian or Roman Story, can vie with the Ze^l 
and Magnanimity of this poor, delpicable 
Tent-maker ? So poory that he was conftrained 
to work with his own Hands, for a Morfel of 
Bread : fo dejpicabk^ that fometimes He had 
fcarcely Clothes to cover his Nakednefs, and 
was frequently treated as the Offscouring of 
all Things. Notwithftanding all thefe Dif. 
couragements, what did He not attempt, what 
did He not accomplifli, for the Honour of 
his MASTER, and the Good of his Fellow- 
creatures ? ^He embarks in a Shallop ; He 

has neither Shield nor Spear \ yet he pur- 
pofes to command the Ocean, and conquer 
the Globe. What Greafnefs of Soul was here ! 
He expefts * nothing but Poverty, Contempt, 
and Death 5 yet his Heart is big with the 
Hope of enriching, ennobling, and faving 
Ages and Generations. What Benevolence of 
Spirit was this ! Should you inquire, con- 
cerning this illuftrious Champion of the Crofs ; 
Hibo were his potent Auxiliaries ? None but 

the Divine SPIRIT. fFbat were his mighty 

Weapons ? 
♦ Affs XX. 23. 
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Weapons ? Nothing but the Word of Grace, 
•'—Whence proceeded his intrepid, his enter- 
prizing, his all-conquering Refolution ? On- 
ly from Faith, a lively Faith in JESUS 
CHRISr. 

This, I think, is a fufficient Confirmatioil 
of my Doftrine.— — Neverthelefs I have ano- 
ther Inftance to produce. One that was ex- 
hibited in an Age, when the glorious Objedt 
of our Faith, fhone with dim Luftre, and 
with diftant Beams. Yet it may juftly be ad-- 
mired, and will hardly be eclipfed, by the 
moft inlightened among the Chrijlian Saints. 

^To keep You no longer in Sufpence, the 

Cafe I mean, is that which Mofes records, and 
the Apoftle celebrates. By Faith Abraham^ 
when he was triedy offered up Ifaac : and He that 
had received the Promifes^ offered up his only he^* 
gotten Son *. — As this is fo Angular an Exam- 
ple of the efficacious and triumphant Opera- 
tion of Faith ; unequaled in any Nation of 
the World, or under any Difpenfation of Re- 
ligion; You will give me leave to dwell a little 
on fome of its marvelous Circumftances. 

Abraham was an eminent and diftinguiflied 
Servant of the Moft High GOD. Favoured 
with peculiar Manifeftations of the Divine 
Will, and dignified with the honourable Title 

of 
* H<b,\i. 17. 

Vol. III. P 
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of his MAKER'S Friend*. Yet even this 
Man, is harafled with a long Succeffion of 
Troubles -, and, which was reckoned in thde 
Ages the moft deplorable Calamity, goes child- 

. Long He waits, worftiiping GOD with the 
rtioft patient Refignation. At length, an Oracle 
from the LORD gives Him Hope, gives Him 
Affurance of a Son. Joyfully he receives the 
Promife, and refts in humble Expeflation of its 

Accomplifhment. Several Years run their 

Rounds, but no pleafmg Infant prattles in his 
Arms, or is dandled upon his Knees. At laft, the 
Handmaid becomes pregnant. But what a Dif- 
appointment was here ! This is the Son of the 
Bond- woman, not of the free. 

How afflifling the Cafe of this excellent Per- 
fon ! His Kinsfolk and Acquaintance fee their 
Olive-branches, flourifhing round about their 
Tables. Even his ungodly Neighbours have 
Children at their Defire, and leave the Refidue 
of their Subftance for their Babes. But jlbra^ 
ham, the Worfhiper of the A L M I G H T Y, 
the Favourite of Heaven — ^this Abraham is de- 
ftitute of an Heir, to fupport his Name, to 

pro- 

* 2 Chron. XX. 7. Ifai. xK. 8. 

t There was fo much Gal! in this Calamity, that it embit- 
tered every other Species of Happinefs. Vinted by this Af- 
fliction, the Patriarch could tafte no Joy in his late fignal 



Victory ; all his worldly Profperity was infipid ; and He fcems 
to have been incapable of relifhing any other Comfort 5 JVhat 
will Thou vive me^ feeing I go chlldlefi ? Gen, XVt 2. 
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propagate his Family, and inherit the Blefling^ 
— O the Straits ! to which the Believer is (otntr 
times reduced ! How does a fovereign Provi- 
dence try his Faith, as it were in a Furnace 
of Fire ! Not that it may be confumed, but 
refined, and come forth with augmented Luftre j 
to the Praife of eve f -faithful, allfufficient Grace. 

G O D is pleafed to renew the Grant, and 
affure Him more explicitly, That Sarah fhall 
have a Son. But this Notice comes at a very 
late Period in Life ; when Sarah is advanced 
in Years, and too old, according to the Courfe 
of Nature, to conceive. However, the piou§ 
Patriarch 7?/3rg^^n not through Unbeliefs but hopes 
even againji Hope * .? — Is it improbable ? Is it 
difficult ? Nay, is it to all human Appearance 
impoffible ? So much the fitter for the Exer- 
tion, and fo much the more proper for the Dis- 
play of Almighty Power. 

At laft, the Gift, fo earneftly defired, is 

vouchfafed. Sarah has a Child a Son — -an 

Ifaac. One who Ihould be a Source of Confo- 
lation and Delight to his Parents ^ fliould fill 
their Mouth with Laughter -f*, and their Tongue 
ivith Joy. — With tender Care, doubtlefs, this 
pleafant Plant is reared. Many Prayers are 
put up, for his long Life, and great Happi- 
xiefs. The fond Parents watch over Him, as 

over 

• Rom. iv. 1 8, 20. 

t PfaL cxxvi, 2. This i$ the {mport of the i/^rir/wName 
I/aac. 

P 2 
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pvcr the Apple of their own Eye, Their Life 
IS bound up in the Life of die Lad.^-<-He 
grows in Grace, as he grows in Stature. So 
amiable is his Temper^ and fo engaging his 
Behaviour, as could not fail of endearing him 
even to a Stranger ; how much more to fuch 
indulgent Parents, after fo long a State of 
Barrennefs, and fo many Expectations fb fre- 
quently fruftrated. 

Now, methinks, we are ready to congratu- 
late the happy Sire; and flatter Ourfelves, 
that his Tribulations have an End. That the 
Storms, which ruffled the Noon of Life, are 
blown over; and the Evening of his Age 
is becoming calm and ferene. — But let not Him 
that girdetb on bis Harnefsy boaji Himfelf^ as He 
that puttetb it off'^. Our Warfare on Earth is 
liever accomphflied, till We bow our Head, 
and give up the Ghoft. The fharpeft fevereft 
Trial is ftiU behind.' GOD, the fupreme and 
uncontroulable GOD, demands the Child, 
'Tis the divine Will, that He make his Exit, 
juft as He arrives at Manhood. — " Abrabam^ 
" where now are all thy pleafing Prolpefts ? 
" How often didft Thou fay, in thy fond de- 
** lighted Heart ; T'bis fame Jhall comfort Us con-- 
" cerning our Trouble \. Many bave been my Sar^ 
" rows ; but this Child Jhall dry up my TearSy and 
" bring me to my Grave in Peace. — Alas ! This 

« lovdy 
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" lovely Flower is to be cut down, in its ful- 
" left Bloom« All thy ftiining Hopes are over-* 
" caft in a Moment." 

Abraham^ I fays GOD- — Abraham knows 
the Voice. It was the Voice of condefcending 
Goodnefs. He had often heard it with a Rap^ 
tore of Delight. — ^Inftantly He replies, " Htn 
^' lam. Speak, LORD ; for thy Servant is all 
** Attention." Hoping, no doubt, to receive 
fome frcfti Manifeftation of the divine Good^ 
Will J to Himfelf and his Family ; or fome new 
Difcovery of the Method, in which the divine 
Wifkm would accompliih the Promife, that 
all the Nations of the Earth Jhould be bkjjed in 
H$m.^'''^^Take thy Son : and might He not rca-^ 
fonably expefl, tliat, fince his Son was advanced 
to Years of Maturity, He (hould be dircfted, 
how to fettle Him in the World with Honout 
and Advantage i where to find a virtuous and 

fruitful Partner of his Bed? He is com* 

mandedt 

♦ The Sentence, with which the infptrecl Hiftorian intro* 
duces this affefting Narrative, is unhappily tranllated in our 
Bibles ; brnJ3f* HN HDJ GOD did tempt Abrabam.-^ 
This Expref&on Teems, more than feeiiis to claih with th« 
Dodrine of it,Jamis^ chap. i. ver. 13. And cannot but found 
harfh to thofe £ars, which have been accuftomed to under- 
ftand by Tempter and Tempting^ Perfons utterly odious, and 
Pra£Hces extremely pemicious.-^Wfaereas, the true and na* 
tural Signification of the Original is. He triid or explored. 
GOD founded the Depth, and meafured the Height of hit 
Servant's Faith i in order to ereA an Everlafting Monument 
of the vidlorious Efficacy of this divine Principle ; and exhi- ' 
bit an illuftrious Pattern to all them, who (hould hereafter 
faclieye. 

P -s 
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manded, not barely to take his Son^ but his 
onfy Son; his Son Ifaac-^ whom He loved. 
How muft thefe afFefling Images awaken all 
that foft Complacency, and all that tender 
Triumph, which are known only to the fond 
feeling Heart of a Parent! Muft ' not fuch an 
Introduftion, fo remarkably endearing, heigh- 
ten his Expe6tation of fome lignal Mercy, to 
be conferred on the beloved Youth ; and would 
it not render the Bleffing peculiarly acceptable, 

more than doubly welcome ? ^Was He not 

then ftartled ? Was he not horribly amazed ? 
When, inftcad of fome renewed Expreffion of 
the Divine Favour, He received the following 
Orders. Take now thy Son — thy only Son — I/aac 
^—wbom Thou lovejl — and get thee into the Land 
of Mortahy and offer Him therefor a Bumt-Of-' 
firings upon one of the Mountains which I will 
tell thee of*. — ^Was ever Meflage fo alarming ? 
Each Word more piercing to parental Ears, 
than the keeneft Dagger to the Heart. Every 
Claufe brings an additional Load of Mifery; 
till the whole Command fwells into the moft ac- 
cumulated and aggravated Woe. 

Abraham, take thy Son. ^Who, but Abra^ 

bam, could have forbore remonfljating and 

pleading, on fuch an Occafion? Ananias, 

being charged with a Commiffion to Saul the 
Perfecutor, takes upon Him to argue the Cafe 

with 
• Gerin xxii. 2. 
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with his Ahnighty SOVEREIGN. LORD, I 
have heard by Many concerning this Man, how 
much Evil He hath done to thy Saints at Jerur 
falem ; and here He hath Authority from the chief 
Priejls, to bind All that call upon thy Name ♦. 
Sure, it can never be fafe or expedient, to 
prefent myfeif voluntarily before Him ; who 
came hither breathing out Threatenings and 
Slaughter againft me. What is this, but to 
court Danger ; and run, with open Eyes, into 
Ruin ? — Thus Ananias : and, with how much 
greater Appearance of Reafon, might Abraham 
have replied ? 

" LORD, Shall I lofe my ChUd ? Lofe Him, 
•* almoft as foon as I have received Him? 
" Didft Thou give Him, only to tantalize thy 
" Servant? Remember, gracious GOD, the 
" Name He bears. How (hall He anfwer its 
" chearing Import ? How (hall He be a Source 
" of Satisfaction to his Parents, or the Fathw 
" of many Nations, if Thou takefl Him away 
" in the midft of his Days ? 

" If Sin lies at the Door, let me expiate the 
" Guilt* Let thoufands of Rams, let every 
" Bullock in my Stalls, bleed at thy Altar. 
" My Wealth, blefled LORD, and all my 
** Goods, are nothing in comparifon of my 
** Ifaac. Command me to beg my Bread, to 
[' be ftript of all my PolTedions, and I will 
P 4 " blefs 

♦ A^six. 14. 
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" blcfs thy holy Name. Only let my Child, 
•* itiy dear Child, be fpared. 

" Or, if nothing will appeafe thy Indigna^ 
" tion but human Blood, let my Death be the 
^* Sacrifice. Upon me be the Vengeance. I 
^* am old and grey-headed. The beft of my 
•* Days are paft, aixd the beft of my Services 
** done. If this tottering Wall tumUes, there 
•* will be little, or no Caufe for Regret. But, 
" if the Pillar of my Houfc, and the Founda* 
♦* tion of my Hopes — if He be fnatched from 
" me, how (haU I endure to live ? Or what 
" Good will my Life do me ? O my San ! my 
y Son ! would GOD I might die for "thee *. 

« If it muft be a blooming Youth, in the 
** Prime of his Strength, be pleafed, moft mer- 
•* cifiil GOD, to fetch it from iomt fruit ful 
♦• Family. There are thofe, who abound in 
** Children. Children are multiplied unto them, 
** and though many were removed, yet would 
•^ their Table be fuU. There are thofe, who 
" have Flocks and Herds; whereas, I have 
" only this one little Lamb -f- ; tlie Solace of 
" my Soul, and the Stay of my declining Years, 
" And fhall this be taken away^^ while all thofe 
f' are left?'' 

Yes, Abraham I it is thy Son, and not An- 
other's, that is marked out for the Viftim. — 
What Diftfels, bad He not been fupported by 

Faith, 

* % Sam, xviiir 33% f ^ Sm. w. 3. 
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Faith, what exquifite Diflrefs muft have over- 
whelmed this affeftionate Parent ! How could 
He refrain from crying out, and with a Flood 

of Tears ? " If the Decree cannot be re- 

" verfed ; if it muft be the Fruit of my own 
" Body; O! that IJhmael, the Son of the 

" Hand*maid How fliall I fpeak it ? My 

" Heart bleeds at the Thought; at the Thought 
" even of bis expiring Agonies, and untimely 
<* Death. But as for IfaaCy the Son of my 
" beloved Spoufe, the Son of my old Age, 
" the Crown of all my Labours — I fhall ne- 
" ver furvive fuch a Lofs. The Blow that 
" goes to his Heart, muft be fatal to Us 
" both. 

" Yet, if He muft die, and there is no Re- 
medy ; may He not at leaft expire by a nap- 
" tural Diflblution ? May not fome common 
" Diftemper unloofe the Cords of Life, and 
" lay Him down gently in the Tomb ? May 
" not his fond Mother and myfelf feal his 
" clofing Eyes, and foften his dying Pangs by 
" our tender Offices?" — No, Abraham. Thy 
Son muft htjlaughtered on the Altar. He IhaU 
have no other Bed of Death, than the Pile of 
hewn Wood ; no other Winding-lheet, than 
his own clotted Blood. The facrificing Knife, 
and not any common Difeafe, Ihall bring 

Him to his End. And think not to fatisfy 

thy forrowing Fondncfs, by paying Him the 

laft 



<c 
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laft Honours of a decent Interment. It is my 
Pleafure, that He be cut in Pieces ; confumed 
to Afhes ; and made a Burnt-^offering. So that 
nothing (hall remain, to be preferved, or em- 
balmed. It (hall not be in thy Power to footh 
thy Grief, by reforting to his Grave, and 
weeping at his Sepulchre, and faying. Here 
lies Ifaac. 

<' But if all muft be executed; GOD grant, 
" thefe Eyes may never behold the difmal 
^' Tragedy ! If my Jfaac muft be bound Hand 
" and Foot for the Slaughter s if He muft 
" i-eceive the Steel into hisBofom ; and welter 
•* in his own innocent Blood ; Heaven forbid, 
" that I fhould behold fo killing a Speftacle." 

Even this Mitigation cannot be granted. 
Thou muft not only be an Eye-witnefs of his 
Agony, but be the Executioner of thy Ifaac. 
Thy Hands muft lift the deadly Weapon; 
thy Hands muft point it to the beloved Breaft; 
thy own Hands muft urge its Way, through 
the guftiing Veins, and fhivering Flefh, till it 
be plunged in the throbbing Heart. GOD 
will not permit the Work to be done by Ano- 
ther. The Father, the Father muft be the 
Butcher. 

Is not the wretched Fsxhcr Jiunne J and thun- 
derjiruck ? Does He not ftand fixed in Horror, 
and fpeechlefs with Grief. What Words can 
be mournful enough to exprefs his Sorrows ? 

— Un^ 
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—Unheard of, fhocking Affair ! Nature re^ 
coils at the very Thought ! How then can the 

beft of Fathers perform the Deed ? ^How 

fhall He anfwcr it to the Wife of his Bofom, 

the Mother of the lovely Youth ? How can 

He juftify it to the World ? They will never 
be perfuaded, that the GOD of Goodnefs can 
delight in Cruelty, or authorize fo horrid an 

Aftion. ^Will they not take up a taunting 

Proverb, and fay at every Turn ? " There 
" goes the Man, the Monfter rather, that 
** has imbrued his Hands in his own Son's 
" Blood ! This is He that pretends to Piety ; 
" and yet could be fo favage, as to aflaflinate, 
" cooly and deliberately aflaflinate, a good, a 
« duteous, an only Child !" — Might not Thou- 
fands of fuch Refle6lions croud into his 
Thoughts, and rack his very Soul ? 

But GOD is unchangeable. Pofitive is his 
Word, and muft be obeyed. Obeyed imme- 
diately too. Take now thy Son. The LORD'S 
Command requireth Speed. No Time is to 
be lofl:, in bidding Adieu to his Relations, or 
in fruitlefs Supplications for revoking the 

Doom. ^Nay, chearfully as well as inftantly 

muft this Command be fulfilled. The great 
JEHOVAH expefts Alacrity in his Service. 
— Prodigious Tryal indeed ! Yet not too great 
for a Faith, which the Divine SPIRIT infufes, 
gnd the Divine SPIRIT Mains, 

The 
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The Patriarch knew full well, that Obedi* 
ence is no Obedience, unlels it be willing and 
chearful. Therefore He confults not with 
Flefti and Blood. He is deaf to the Arguings 
of carnal Reafon, and regards not the Yearn^ 
ings of paternal AfFeftion. Without a mur-^ 
muring Word, without a Moment's Delay*, 
He fets forward on his Journey. Not fo much 
as betraying the leaft Uneafinefs, to alarm his 
Wife; nor heaving the leaft Sigh, to furprifc 

his Attendants. And canft Thou, jibrabam^ 

canft Thou perfift in thy Purpofe ? Can thy 
Heart firmly rcfolvc, can thy Hand fteadily 
execute, this inexpreflibly feverc Talk ? Moft 
triumphant Faith indeed ! Defervedly art 
Thou ftyled, The Father of the Faithful f. 
Thy Faith is ftrongcr than all the Tics of 
AfFedion; ftronger than all the Pleas of 

Natui^e, or all the Terrors of Death 

even of a Death, far more dreadful than thy 
own. 

And now muft He travel, duiing three tedi- 
ous, and One would think, moft melancholy 
Days. With his Ifaac conftandy before his 
Eyes ; with the bloody Scene continually in 
his Apprehenfions ; and nothing to divert his 
Mind, from dwelling on every bitter Circum- 
ftance, and all the grievous Confequences. — 

On 

♦ For it is written. He Orofi early in theUmung. Vcr. y 
t Rom. iv. x8«' 
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On the third Day, Abraham lifted up bis Eyes, 
and beheld afar off the appointed Place. His 
Servants are ordered to keep their Diftanee ; 
while Himfelf with the Fire and the Knife in 
his Hands, and his Son with the Burden of 
Wood on his Shoulders, proceed on their 
Way, and afcend the Mountain. — Who docs 
not pity the iweet Youth, toiling under that 
Lroad, which muft foon reek with his Blood, 
and foon reduce Him to Afhes ? — ^Mean while 
the intended Viftim, wondering to fee all thefe 
Preparations made, and no proper Animal 
near, afks this pertinent Queftion ; My Father, 
behold the Fire and the fFood I But where is the 
Lamb for a Bumt^ffering ? — Sure, this endear- 
ing Speech, which difcovered fuch a Know- 
ledge of Religion, and fuch a Concern for its 
Duties, muft roufe the Father's Anguifti, and 
fhake his Refolution. How can He be the 
Death of fo much Innocence, and fo much 
Piety? 

Faith overcomes all Difficulties. Unmoved 
and inflexible, the Prophet replies; GOD 
will provide Himfelf a Lamb for a Burnt-offir^ 

ing, my Son. ^Methinks, I fhudder, as Wc 

draw near the direful Cataftrophc* The Altar 
is built : the Wood laid in Order : all Things 
are prepared for the folemn Sacrifice. — And 
now the Father addref&s Himfelf to th6 fatal 
Bufinef$.---It does not appear, that the amiable 

and 
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and pious Youth rejifted or gainfayed. He had 
Strength enough to oppofe, and Speed enough 
to efcape *. But fince his CREATOR called. 
He was content to go. Neverthclefs, that the 
Work of Deftiny might be fure, and no one 
Circumftance relating to a Sacrifice omitted, 
Abraham binds his Son. 

I have known a ftubbom Malefaftor, quite 
unalarmed, when fentenced to the ignomini- 
ous Tree ; not at all imprefled, with all the 
Reprefentations of eternal Judgment ; yet, 
when a Perfon came to meafure Him for his 
Coffin, the hardened Wretch was hard no lon- 
ger. He ftarted ; turned pale j and trembled 

in every Joint. Even fuch a Circumftance 

makes no Impreffion on Abraham ^^ neither al- 
ters his Purpofe, nor changes his Countenance. 
He meafures his Ifaac j meafcires thofe Limbs, 
which He had fo frequently and fo tenderly 
careffed; and if not for the Coffin, yet for 

immediate Slaughter. Having bound Him, 

bound Him for the Sword and for the Flame, 
He lays Him upon the Altar on the Wood. 
There, now, lies Ifaac ; the dear, the dutiful, 
the religious Ifaac I Abraham's Joy; Sarah's 
Delight; the Heir of the Promifes ! There 

He 

♦ According, to the Hiftory of Jofephusj Ifaac was, when 
He ofFered himfcif to the Slaughter, about twenty-five Yean 
old. Others think, his Age was thirty-three ; which make* 
Him more exadWy refcmble his fuffcnng LORD. Either 
Account wilJ juftify Afpafio\ Suppofition. 
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He lies, all meek and refigncd ; expedling, 
every Moment, the Stroke of Death to fall. — 
O Parents ! Parents ! Do not your Rowels 
yearn ? Is not Humanity itfelf diftrefled at the 
Scene ? Say, thou who art a Father, what 
thinkeft Thou of Abrahams Obedience ? 
Couldft Thou, to fuch a Son, have 2i6ktdfuch 

a Part ? See ! the Father, refolute to the 

very laft, unflieaths the murdering Blade; 
makes bare the innocent Bofom j and marks 
the Place, where Life may find the fpeedieft 
Exit His Heart is fixed I He ftretches his 
Arm s and now, even now is aiming the mor- 
tal Blow — When — rejoice O ye Worfhipers 
of a gracious GOD ! Break forth into Singing, 
Ye that are in Pain for the tried Parent ! The 
LORD Almighty interpofes, in this Article of 
extreme Need *. The Angel of the Covenant 
fpeaks from Heaven, and with- holds the wil- 
ling 

♦ Upon this moft feafonable Interpofition, the infpired 
Hiftorian makes a very judicious aiid edifying Remark*. 
Which feems to be greatly obfcured, if not intirely fpoilcd,j 
by our Tranflation j In the Mount of the LORD itJhaU hi' 
feen. I muft confefs, I have always been puzzled to find, 
not only a pertinent Senfe, but any Senfc at all, in thefe 
Words. Whereas, the Original is as clear in its Signifi-. 
cation, as it is appofite to the Purpofe. — T\V(y \V\T\* IP 3 
In the Mount the LORD willhefecn^ q. d. This memorable 
Event gave rife to, at leaft is an eminent Exemplification 
of, that /^or^^/tf/ ExpreiEon, which is commonly ufed at 
this Day. In the Mount of Difficulty, or in the very Cri- 
fi3 of Need, when Matters feem to be irretrievable anJ def- 
perate, then the LORD appears as a prefent Help. Man's 
Extremity is GOD's Opportunity. See Gen. xxii. 14. 
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ling Hand, in the very Aft to ftrike. GOD, 
who only intended to manifejl his Faith, and 
make it honourable^ bids Him defift. GOD 
applauds his Obedience; fubftitutes another 
Sacrifice in Ifaac's ftead ; renews his Covenant 
with the Father j and not only reprieves the 
Life of the Son, but promifcs Him a numer- 
ous and illuftrious Iffue. Promifes to make 
Him the Progenitor of the MESSIAH, and 
thereby a public Bleffing to all the Nations of 
the Earth. 

Tell me now, T^herotty was there ever fuch 
an aftonifliing Effort of Obedience ? Such a 
pcrfeft Prodigy of Refignation ? Yet THIS 

HATH FAITH DONE *• ^If you fhould 

alk, 

♦ Heh, XI. 17. By Faith ^ Abraham, when He was tried^ 

offered up Ifaac. The Faith, of which fuch glorious 

Thin|S are fpoken, to which fuch admirable Atchievements 
are afcribed, throughout this whole Chapter, was a Faith 
in « the Seed of the Woman/' the promifcd MESSIAH. 
—Or, could it be demonftrated (which, I will venture to 
conclude, is impof&ble) that, in all thefe heroic Inflances 
of Obedience, fo nobly defcribed by the eloquent Apoftle^ 
there was no believing Regard to CHRIST', no Apprchen- 
fion of his unfpeakable Love ; no Application of his tran- 
fcendent Merits ; our Argument would not lofe its Force, 
but ftrike with redoubled Energy. For, if a Belief in very 
inferior Manifeftations of the divine Goodnefs, Faithful- 
ntfsy and Power, wrought fo efficadoufly on thofe antient 
Worthies ; how much more viAorioufly muft the fame 
Principle aft, under far brighter Difplajrs of all the fupreme 
Perfedions, in the Perfon of JESUS CHRIST!— I would 
only add, that fo long as this Chapter remains in the Bible, 
it will furniih an unanfwerable Confutation of diofe Objec- 
tions, 
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alk. How was it poffible for Abraham to per- 
form all this, in the Manner defcribed ? The 
Anfwer is obvious. Becaufe, Abraham believ- 
ed ; or, in other Words, was fully perfuaded, 
that the GOD, who had given Him this Son 
from the barren Womb, was able to raife Him 
again from thtfrnoking * Aflies. As the fame 
GOD, who required this Sacrifice, had exprefly 
declared. In Ifaac Jhall thy Seed be called-^ the 
Patriarch doubted not, but in a Way known 
to infinite Wifdom, he would certainly accom- 
plifh the Promife. Hence he made no Difpute, 
and felt no Reluftance. His Faith baniflied 
every uneafy Apprehenfion, and neither Fear 
nor Sorrow had Place in his Breaft. By Faith 
He was enabled, fpeedily and chearfullyy with- 
out fo much as a parting Tear -f-, to obey this 
unparalleled Precept. 

And 

tions, which fuppofe the Do£lrine of Faith to have an un- 
kindly Influence on religious or virtuous Pra£lice. Againft 
all fuch Cavils, it will Jiand faft far evermore as the Moon^ 
and as the faithful Witnefs in Heaven. 

* He feems to have expeded not only the cert9in, but 
the immediate Reftoration of his flain Son. That he would 
be revived on the very Spot ; before He left the Place ; fo 
as to accompany his Return. For, he fays to his Servants, 
not /, but U^e will go, and worfhip, and return. Hill ^3 
Ver. 5. 

f This Account, is fo very extraordinary y that I Ihall not 
be furprifed, if the Reader finds fome Difficulty in giving his 
Aflent to it. Efpecially, as He may have accuftomed Him- 
felf to form very different Conceptions of this remarkable Af* 
fair ; and may ppf&bly be confirmed in a different Train of 

Vol. III. Q, ^^^^ 



226 AsPASTo to Theron. Let. ii. 

And if all this, which would otherwife have 
been utterly imprafticable, was wrought by 
Faith ; You need not fufpedl, of Weaknefs and 
Jnftifficiency, fo approved a Principle. Far from 
enervating, it will invigorate every good Dif- 
pofition; and inflead of damping, will give 
Life to every religious Duty.— Cherifh Faith, 
and You will of courfe cultivate Obedience. 
Water this Root, and the Branches of univerfal 

God- 

Ideas, by feeing a Reprcfentation of the Story in a celebrated 
Print. Where the Father appears, clafpinghis Son in a ten- 
der Embrace; bedewing Him with his Tears j and fuiFering 
as much througli Grief, as the devoted Youth is going to 
fuffer by the Knife. — But the Engraver^ I apprehend, nad 
not fo attentively examined the Circumftances of the facred 
Narrative, nor fo carefully compared them with other Paf- 
fages of Scripture, as a judicious, ingenious, and worthy 
Friend of mine. From whom I learnt to confider this won- 
derful Tranfaflion in the above-reprefented View. And I 
muft confefs, the more I revolve it in my Mind, the more I 
am convinced of its Propriety. 

I flatter myfelf, the Reader will be of the fame Opinion^ 
if he pleafes to confult the Tenth Chapter of Leviticus, 
Where Nadab and Jbihu^ the Sons of Aarm^ are devoured 
by Fire from before the LORD. Yet Aaron is not allowed to 
mourn, even at fuch a terrible and affli<5live Vilitation. And 
when, through the Frailty of human Nature, He could not 
wholly refrain. He durft not prefume to eat of the Sin-ofFcr- 
ing. Such Things y fays He, heme befallen me, if 1 had eaten of 
the Sin-cfferingy Jhould it have been accepted in the Sight of the 
LORD F— Let me add, that we find not the leaft Indica- 
tion of fuch agowzing Sorrow, nor indeed of ^»y Sorrow at all, 
in the Hiflory as related by Mofes, Neither could Abraham 
have been a proper Type of the eternal FATHER, making 
his only begotten SON a Sacrifice for Sin, if He had not of- 
fered Him willingly. And indeed to offer willingly, fccms to 
ha\e been abfolutely necejfary in every acceptable Oblation. 
Sec 2 Cor. ix. 7. 
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Godlinefs will aflbredly partake ^the beneficial 
EfFefts J will fpread their Honours, and bring 

forth their Fruits. ^Through the Power of 

Faith, the Saints have wrought Righteoufnefs, 
in all its magnanimous and heroic A6ls. — The 
DoSlrine of Faith is called by St. PW, A Doc-- 
trine according to Godlinefs * ; exquifitely con- 
trived to anfwer all the Ends, and fecure every 
Intereft of real Piety. — ^The Grace of Faith St. 
Jude ftyles. Our moft holy Faith -f- ; intimating, 
that it is not only produ6live of Holinefs, but 
that the moft refined and exalted Holinefs arifes 
from this Stock. 

Let Us then be diligent to obtain, and care- 
ful to increafe. Faith in JESUS CHRIST. Let 
Us maintain the fame zealous Solicitude for this 
leading capital Grace, as the renownecfcE^/j/^/- 
7iondas exprefled for his Shield. When that 
gallant General was, in an Engagement with 
the Enemy, ftruck to the Ground ; his Soldiers 
carried him off, breathlefs and fainting, to his 
Tent. The very Moment he opened his Eyes, 
and recovered the Ufe of Speech, he afked — 
not whether his Wound was mortal ? not whe- 
ther his Troops were routed ? But whether his 

Shield was fafe ? May We be enabled, my 

dear Friend, to keep our Shield fafe ! May We 
htjlrong^ h^Jleadyy be lively in Faith ! Then, 
I doubt not. We (hall give Glory to GOD, re- 
ceive 

* I Tim, vi. 3. t 7«^< 20. 

0^2 
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ceive Comfort to Ourfelves, and abound in the 
Works of the LORD. 

Nothing can be more pertinent to my Pur- 
pofe, than the Apoftle's Prayer j That We may 
know what is the Hope of our CkiUing in CHRIST* 
JESUS J and what is the exceeding Greatnefs of 
bis Power to themward who believe. And nothing 
can be more exprejfive of the very Soul of 

Tour qffeSlionate 

A s p A s I o. 




LETTER XII. 

* AsPAsio to Theron. 

IT is very probable, while I am reading 
yours, You are perufing mine. But how 
unlike is my Friend to the Reprefentation He 
receives ! How unlike the fati^ed, unfuipedl- 
ing, chearful Abraham ! Why this dejeSted Air 
in your Temper ? Why thofe penfive Strokes 
in your Letter ? — Let me anticipate your Re- 
ply, and make Anfwer to myfelf. ^This 

Gloom, I truft, is a Sign of approaching Day. 
Juft before the Morning Dawn^ the noftumal 
Darknefs is btackeft. And juft before the Ap- 
pearance of the SUN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, 

the 
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the Penitent's Diftrefs is frequently the deeped. 
I promife myfelf, the Hour is at Hand, which 
will put off your Sackcloth^ and gird Tou with 
Gladnefs. 

Another favourable Prefage is, That You 
take the direfl and certain Way, to obtain 
fubftantial Comfort. The Righteoufnefs of 
our LORD JESUS CHRIST, after which You 
inquire, about which You are folicitous, is a 
never-failing Spring of Confolation. Becaufc 
it acquits from all Sin ; fecures from all Con- 
demnation ; and renders the Believer unblam- 
able and imreprovable in the Sight of GOD. 
Therefore fays the HOLY GHOST, His Name 
is as Ointment poured forth * : even that divinely 
precious Name by which He has been cele- 
brated in the preceding Epiftles ; by which He 
is diftinguifhed in the Scriptures of Truth ; by 
which, I hope. He will be more and more re- 
vealed in my Therons Mind ^THE LORI> 

OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. The Difcovcry of 
Him under this mofl amiable and glorious Ca- 
pacity, will indeed be like breaking open a 
Vial of the richeft Unguents. Which not only 
fill the Room, and regale the Senfe, with their 
delightful Fragrance; but refrefli the Spirits, 
and rejoice the very Heart. ^Might my Writ- 
ing, or my Difcourfe, be as the Alabajler-box 
to contain, to convey, and prefent thefc reviv- 



ing 



♦ Cant, u 3; 
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ing Odours j how highly Ihould I think my- 
felf honoured, and how fignally my Endea- 
vours blefled ! 

You afk, " How this Righteoufnefs of the 

^^ Divine REDEEMER becomes ours?" It 

is a Queftion, which I receive with the utmoft 
Pleafure ; and, with equal Pleafure, {hall at- 
tempt an Anfwer. Or rather, as the SPIRIT 
of our GOD prompted the fiift, may the fame 

imcrring Guide fuggeft the laft ! ^This He 

has abundantly done by his Prophets and 
Apoftlcs. So that I need only have Recourfe 
to their Writings, and colleft fome of the 
Hints, which lie treafured up in thofe Store- 
houfes of Wifdom. 

There We are often told of Union with 
CHRIST. Believers are faid to be in CHRIST*, 
and to be one with CHRIST f.— What is ftill 
higher, and implies a greater Degree of Near- 
jiefs. They are Members of bis Body^ of bis Fkfb^ 

and of his Bones J. ^And, which denotes the 

moft intimate Connexion imaginable, Tbey 
that are joined to tbe LORD JESUSy are one 
Spirit II with Him ! — As thefe Expreffions ap- 
pear dark, and their Senfe lies deep, it has 
pleafed our all-condefcendmg INSTRUCTOR 
to illuftrate them, by a Variety of fignificant 
Types, and lively Similitudes, This Remark 

very 

« CoL i. 2. t Hcb. ii. 1 1, X Bph. V. 30f 

B^i Cor, \u 17. 
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very opportunely reminds me of an Engage- 
ment, which, fome Time ago, I undertook to 
execute, but have hitlierto omitted — To make 
* it evident, that the blefled Do6lrine, for which 
We have been pleading, is deducible from fevc- 
ral Scripture Images. A fhort Defcant upon 
fome of the principal, will, I hope, at once 
difcharge my former Obligation, and fatisfy 
your prefent Inquiry, 

This was fhadowed forth by the coftly, odo- 
riferous, flowing Unguent, which was poured 
upon AarorC^ Head; and ran down upon his 
Beards and defcended to the Skirts * of his Cloth-^ 
ing. So, the Merits of our great HIGH- 
PR I E S T are derived down to all the Faith- 
ful ; even thofe of the meaneft Station in Life, 
and the loweft Attainments in Religion, 

Was it not typefied by that inflruftive Vi- 

fion, which the Prophet Zecbariah faw ? I have 

% looked^ and behold ! A Candlejiick all of Goldy with ■ 

a Bo^wl upon the Top of it^ and his feven Lamps 

thereony and feven Pipes to the feven Lamps^ 

which 

♦ PfaL cxxxiii. 2. What Wc render iS/vV/x, is, in the 
Original, Vm"l!D ^3 ^e Mouthy or, as the Word is tranf- 
lated {Job XXX. 18.) The Collar of his Garments. It is 
hardly fuppofeable, that the confecrating Oil flowed down to 
the very Bottom of the faccrdotal Veftments, But it might 
probably reach the upper Hem, or the Opening round the 
Neck ; what the Greeh call '5r£p4lpa;^ViX»ov — This Sciifc will 
fufficiently preferve the Gradation ; The Heidy the Beard \ 
the Clothes, Which fcem to denote CHRIST^ his moie ad- 
vanced Saints, and Believers of a lower Clafs. 

0^4 
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wbicb were upon the Top thereof: And two Olive-- 
trees by it J one upon the right Side of the Bowl, 
and the other upon the left Side thereof-, which, 
through two golden Pipes, empty the golden Oil out 
ofthemfehes *. The Bowls and the Lamps were 
a proper Emblem of Believers : who are, by 
Nature, dry Veffcls, and deftitute of all Good j 
yet fhould fhine as Lights, in the midft of a 
crooked and perverfe Generation, — ^The Olive- 
trees, arrayed in Verdure, and abounding with 
Saps always emptying themfelves, yet ever 
full ; are a very juft Reprefentation of CHRIST, 
of his unchangeable Love, and his inexhauft- 
ible Grace, — The golden Pipes, through which 
the Olive-branches tranfmit their Oil, feem to 
be figurative of Faith, in its various and re- 
peated Aftings. By means of which, the un- 
fpeakable Benefits of a REDEEMER are com- 
municated to our Souls, and replenifh thefe 
empty Bafons. 

Another Type the Apoftle mentions. The 
frji Adam, He fays, was a Figure of Him that 
was to come -f-. So eminent a Figure, and cor- 
refponding in fo many Inftances, that He flyles 
our LORD JESUS the lafi AdamX. And 
why ? Becaufe, like the firft. He was a Cove- 
fiant^head to his People, and tranfadled in their 
Stead, Infomuch^ that what He did, and 

what 

♦ Zichar.iv. 2, 3, 12, f i^^.V. 14* 
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what He fufFered, is placed to their Account. 
Is Adam's Sin imputed to all his natural Off- 
fpring? So is CHRISTs Righteoufnefs to all 

his fpiritual Seed. ^The Confequences of 

both, render the Doftrine more plain, and 
the Truth more undeniable. All Men are 
judged, condemned, dead*-, doomed inevitably 
to the Death of the Body, and juftly liable to 
the Death of the Soul, on the Score of Adanfs 
Tranfgreffion. All Believers are acquitted, juf- 
tified, faved'f', faved from the firft Deatii, 
and made Heirs of the Refurreftion ; faved 
from the fecond Death, and intitled to Life 
eternal; by virtue of CHRJSTs Obedi* 
ence. 

This Union with CHRIST, was not only 
prefigured by Types, but is difplayed by a Va- 
riety of Similitudes, taken from the moft fa- 
miliar Occurrences of Life. By which it ap- 
pears, that our Divine MASTER would have 
Us live under the habitual Belief of this mo- 
mentous Truth, and in the conjlant Enjoyment 

of this diflinguiftied Privilege. ^You cannot 

vifit a Ff iend, or view your Children ; You 
cannot enter your Garden, difcourfe with your 
Spoufe, or contemplate your own Body, with- 
out a Reprefentation and a Remembrancer of 
this precious Blefling. 

CHRIST 

♦ Rom. V. 15, 16. t -R^^ V. i9> 21. 
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CHRIS'f fays to his Difciples, Henceforth I 
call Tgu not Servants but Friends *. Friends are 
a fecond Self -f. St. Paul^ fpeaking of OneJimuSy 
ufes tjiis remarkable Phiafe, Receive Hiniy as 
Mjlfelf'y and which is ftill more emphatical. Re- 
ceive him^ that, is mine own Bowels J. CHRIST^s 
Friendfhip muft afluredly be of the moft ten- 
der and exalted Kind. It muft be equal, it 
muft be infinitely fuperior, to Jonathans. — Jo^ 
nathan loved David as his own Soul. But 
CHRIST loved Sinners with a Love ftronger 
than Death. They were dearer to Him than 
his own ineftimable Life. — Jonathan cxpofed 
Himfclf to imminent Danger, in vindicating 
Davids ConAnd:. 3^£ 5175 furrendercd him- 
felf to certain Death, in making Reconcilia- 
tion for our Offences. Jonathan interceded 

once and again with his Father in Davids Be^ 
half. CHR 1ST ever liveth to make Intercef- 

fion for Tranfgreflbrs. Jonathan Jiripped 

Himfelfof the Robe that was upon Him^ and gave 
it to David, and his Garment y even to his Swordy 
and his BoWy and his Girdle ||. Our REDEEM- 
ER, without ftripping Himfelf, has clothed 
Us (fuch is the Prerogative of a Divine Per- 
fon!) with the Robe of his Righteoufnefs, 
and with the Garment of his Salvation. He 

has 

* Jo/rnxv. 15. 

t Horace calls Firgily Aninut Dimtditim me^» 

X PbilcBu i^tij. II I Sam. xviii. 4. 
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has configned over to Us all the Merit of his 
holy Life and propitiatory Death. 

CHRIST ftands related to his People, not as 
a Friend only, but as a Parent. He is called 
by a Prophet, THE EVERLASTING FA^ 
THER * J and We are faid, by an Apoftlc, to 
be his Children -f-. — Children look upon them-j 
felves, as interefted in the Wealth of their Pa- 
rents. They cxpeft, and not without reafon- 
able Ground, to reap Benefit from it, while 
the Parents live j and to become Poffcffors of 
it, when they die. Accordingly the Father 
fays in the Gofpel ; Son^ all that I have is thine %. 
— Since the high and holy IMMANUEL 
vouchfafes to be our FATHER, can we fup-- 
pofe Him lefs generous than an earthly Pa- 
rent ? Or that his Children fhall have lefs tor 
hope, than the Heirs of an earthly Progenia 
tor ? Doubtlefs, We may, We ought to regard 
all his communicable Goods, all the Benefits 
refiilting from his meritorious Sufferings and 
perfeft Obedience, as our Portion, — -Efpeci- 
ally, fmce He is the Tejiator \\ alfo ; has be-p 
queathed them to Us by Will ; and, having 
fubmitted to Death, they become legally ours, 

I am the Vine^ fays our LORD, Te are the 
Branches §. They that believe, are ingrafted 
into CHRIST.— ^Tzkc Notice of a Cyon. What 

aror 

♦ Ifal. vi. 9. t Hek. iu 13. t Luke XV. 31. 
II Heb, ix. 16. § John xv, 5, 
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are the Confequences of its Ingrafture ? It is 
embodied with the Subftance of the Tree, and 
partakes of its Fatnefs. The Sap, attracted 
by the Root, circulates into it ; gives it vege- 
table Life; fills it with Buds, decks it with 

Bloilbms, and loads it with Fruit. If then 

we are one with CHRIST', as much as the 
Branch is one with the Stock, it muft follow, 
even upon the Principles of common Experi- 
ence, that his Wifdom is ours, to inlighten Us ; 
his Rigbteoufnefs is ours, to juftify Us 5 his Spi^ 
rit is ours, to fanftify Us ; his Redemption is 
ours, to make Us completely and eternally 
happy. 

CHR IS T is united to his People by a Tie, 
dofer and dearer than the parental. They are 
not only his Children, but his Spouje. He is 
often called their Bridegroom, and is not 
afhamed to avow the tender Engagement : / 
will betroth Thee to Me for ever j "^yea, I will he^ 
troth Thee unto me in Righteoufnefsy and in Judg^ 
ment^ and in Loving-kindnefsy and in Mercies. 
I will even betroth Thee unto Me in Faithfulnefs *. 
The condefcending GOD multiplies, diverfifies, 
accumulates his Words. And this, with admir- 
able Propriety, as well as furpaffing Good- 
nefs. The Honour is fo bigh^ and the Favour 
fo great y We (hould hardly know how to be- 
lieve it, and hardly venture to apply it. Left 

there- 

♦ Hof. xi. 19, 20t 
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therefore, by a fingle Expreffion, it fliould not 
be fufficiently eftabliftied, it ftands ratified by 
repeated Aflevcrations, and with all the Energy 
of Language. So that, be the Grace ever fo 
aftoniftiing, We are affured, the Faft is equal- 
ly certain ; He that is our MAKER, is alfo our 
HUSBAND *. 

Let Us confider what follows, upon fuch an 
Union. We may take for an Example, the 
Cafe of Boaz and Ruth. Soon as their Nup- 
tials were folemnized, (he that was poor, be- 
came rich : from a Gleaner in the Field, ihe 
commenced Mijirefs of the Harveft : and, from 
abiding by the Maidens, had a Seat at the Ma- 
tter's Table. — And if we are united to CHRIST 
by a Marriage Contradl, the fame EfFefts will 
take place. We that were poor, are rich in 
Him. We, who had Nothing, poflefs all Things 
in CHRIST. We that dwell in Duft, are made 
to jit together with our divine HUSBAND in 
heavenly Places •[•. 

If you choofe fome modern Exemplifica- 
tion, what can be more pertinent, than the 
remarkable Inftance of your Neighbour Art-- 
etta? She was lately left a Widow, by the dif. 
folute and extravagant Bellario. Her Circum- 
ftances miferably embarrafled, and the little 
Eftate deeply mortgaged. Her Friends looked 
fhy, and her Creditors became clamorous. 

Every 

♦ Ifai.Viif.^. t Eph.n.6, 
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Every Day made fome new Difcovery of Debts, 
contraded by the Deceafed ; and the Affairs of 
the Survivor appeared, every Day, with a more 

melancholy Afpeft. But, having won, firft 

the Compaffion, then the Affeftion, of the 
wealthy and illuftrious Philander-, how hap- 
pily is the Face of Things altered ! All her 
Debts devolve upon Him, and all his Dignity 
is derived to Her*. He ftands refponfible, 
for whatever She owes : and She is a Shajrer, 
in whatever He pojfejfes. Though little lefs than 
ruined by her late Hulband, She is more than 
reftored by her prefent j and has Reafon to re- 
joice in his Affluence, and to glory in his Ho- 
nours. Have not We alfo Reafon to rejoice 

in our heavenly BRIDEGROOM ? Since a far 
more glorious Exchange fubfifts between Him 
and his myilical Spoufe. He has bore the 
Curfe^ that We may inherit the BleJJing. Sin 
was chaiged on Him, that Righteoufnefs might 
be imputed to Us. In a Word ; He has fu- 
ftained all our Miferies, that He might impart 
to Us all his Benefits. Has the Law any De- 
mand? It muft go to Him for Satisfaction. 
Have We any Wants ? We may look to Him 
for a Supply. TO HIM, Tberon, in whom it 

bos 

♦ Ubi Tu CaiuSf ibi Ego Caia, was the Roman MatinK' 
Agreeably to this Rule, which has obtained among all civi- 
lized Nations, the Scripture calls the Church by the Name of 
hf r divine Hujband. Compare ^Vr^w, jcxiii. 5, 6, with Jc- 
Titn. xxxiii. I5» l6« 
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has pleafed the FATHER, that all Fulnefs Jhould 
dwell *. 

If any Thing can exprefs an Union, more 
intimate and infeparable than the conjugal, it 
is that of the Members with the Head, And 
this Image is ufed by the HOLY GHOST, to 
fhadow forth the Connection between CHRIST 
and the Faithful. He is tht Head over all Things^ 
with refpe6l to Rule and Supremacy ; but a 
Head of Union and Influence, with Refpeft to 

the Church -f-. The Head and the Members 

conftitute one natural Body ; CHRIST and his 
Church compofe one myftical Body. What 
Kindnefs is done, what Injury is offered to the 
Members, the Head regards them as done to 
itfelf. Accordingly, CHRIST fays to the 
outrageous Saul^ who made Havock of the 
Church ; Saul, Saul, why perfecutefl Thou ME % ? 
He declares, concerning thofe indigent Chrijii^ 
ansy to whofe Neceflities We adminifter Re- 
lief 'y Inafmuch as Te have done it unto them, 2# 

have done it unto ME ||. ^The Animal Spirits 

formed in the Head, are formed for the Bene- 
fit of the whole Body, and defigned for the Ufc 
of all the Members. So the Righteoufnefe 
wrought by JESUS CHRIST, is wrought out 
for his whole myftical Body, and intended for 
the Advantage of all his People; to be the 

Caufe 

* CoL i. 19. t ^P^* *• 22. X Aits, ix. 4, 
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Caufe of their Juftification, and the Purchafe 
of their Salvation. 

Being then fo nearly related, fo clofely unit- 
ed to the bleffed JESUS, it is no Wonder, that 
Believers are now loved v^rith the fame fatherly 
Love, and will hereafter be Partakers of the 
fame heavenly Glory. — ^What might We not 
cxpeft from the Divme REDEEMER, if He 
vouchfafed to acknowledge but one of thefe en- 
dearing Names ? Since He is related to Us by 
all the Ties of Affinity and AfFeftionj ©ay 
Wc not promife Ourfelves, and with the AP* 
furance of Hope, every good Thing; Even all 
the Fulnefs of GOD * our Saviour? — Does not 
each of thefe tender Relations, fubfifling be- 
tween CHRIST and his Saints, imply an in- 
tire Property in one another, and a mutual 
Participation of all that belongs to either? My 
Behved is miney and I am bis, is the undoubted 
EfFeft of this divine Union. 

How pleafing, yet how amazing theThought! 
Shall We, who fay to Corruption, Tbou art my 
Father ; and to the Worm, Thou art my Mo- 
ther and my Sijkr % ; fhall We be permitted to 
fay, concerning the HEAD of all Principality 
and Power, JVe are Members of bis Body, of his 

Flefhy and of bis Bones || ? ^What a Mercy 

might 

♦i>*fiii. I J* t}Wxvii. 14. \Efh.s. 30; 
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might We efteem it, not to be confounded be- 
fore a MAJESTY fo exalted and fublime ! 
What a Favour, to obtain the leaft propitious 
Regard from the KING immortal and invi- 
fible ! What an Honour, to be admitted into, 
his Family, and numbered among the Mean- 
eft of his Servants ! ^But to be his adopted 

Children; to be his efpoufed Bvidc i to be the 
Members of his facred Body— — To have HIM 
for our everlafting Father j HIM for the Bride^ 
groom of our Souls, HIM for our heavenly 
Head^ who is the MAKER of all Worlds, 
and the Objedl of Worfhip to all Creatures ! 
What Words can duly celebrate, what Heart 
can fuiSiciently admire, the Condefcenfion and 
the Love of our adorable JESUS? Or who 
can juftly queftion the Fruits of fuch a Fel- 
lowfhip, and Confequences of fuch an Union? 
Queftion them ! No, the Fruits are as infallibly 
fure, as the Privilege is inexpreffibly great. 

Let me once again introduce a great and 
venerable Witnefs of both thefe Truths. " La^ 
'' ban fpake high, when He faid ; Thefe ChiU 
" dren are miney and all thefe Things thou feefl 
*^ are mine. But how high and glorious \% 
" that, which may be faid of a juftified Per- 
^^ fon ! All thou heareft of CHRIST is thine; 
" his Life is thine, his Death is thine, his Obe- 

'' dience. Merit, Spirit, all thine*." Rich 

and 

♦ See Dr. LIght/cot's Works, Vol. II. p. 1077. 

Vol, III. R 
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and important Words ! Than which nothing 
qan give Us a jufter or fuller Explanation of 
the Apoftle's Affeition, We are Partakers of 
CHRIST'*; We are complete in CHRISTf. 
When fome foreign Ladies^ of the firft Qua- 
lity, paid a Vifit to Leomda/s Queen > the 
Talk turned upon their rich Clothes, their coft- 
ly Jewels, and fplendid Eqwpage. After they 
had feverally difplayed their own Grandeur, 
they inquired after her Majcfty's Finery. What 
She had to diftinguifh Her from the Vulgar ? 

She replied. My Hilarious Hujband X^^'"^ 

What elfe ? My iUu/hious Hus6and.-^—Axid as 
often as They repeated the fame Qjieftion, She 
returned the fame Anfwer. — Could this Queen 
fpeak in fuch admiring, rejoicing, felf-gratu- 
lating Terms^ of her royal Confort? And 
ihall not vile Sinners look upon their RE- 
DEEMER — ^that all-glorious, yet all^onde-. 
fcending Bridegroom ; who is full of Grace 
and Truth, full of Merit and Righteoufiiefs 

fliall not tbey much more look upon HIM 

as their Honour and their Joy; the Objedl of 
their Dependence, and the Caufe of their 
Boafling ? 

I 

* Heb, ili. 14. t- Cfl/. ii. 10. 

X 1 he amiable and heroic Panthga exprefles Heiielf in 
much the fame Manner, concerning her gallant Hufband 
Abradates j Su yoc^ tjAoiyi f^O'^f®* xO(r/A»f tfn. Xenoph. 
Cyr9p4cd. Lib. VL 
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I flioald find if difficult to refrain from the 
farther Profecution of fo engaging a I'opic, 
did i no^ propofe to wait upoii You very Ipeedi- 
ty. Ifhen I fiiall have an Opportunity of 
jpburing irifo ybiif Bofom all the Fulnefs of 
niy Heart, with regard to this delightful Siib- 
|e9:.-i— In the mean time, let me exhort my 
dear Friend to be of good Comfort. Heavi^ 
hefs mdy endure for a Nighty but Joy cometh ih 
we Morning^. This Sorrow of which Yoii 
coniplain, may be the Seed of fpiritual and 
efernal Confolafiori. 

While I am writing, there appears full iii 
niy View, one of the fiheft Rainbows ^ I ever 
beheld. J? compajfeth the Heaven with a glorious 
Circle y fo glorious, that it is no Diiparage- 
ihent of the Almighty CREATOR, to fay; 
the tiands of the MOSt tilGH have bended 
it -j-. — On what Foundation, would I afk, is 
that beautiful and ftately Arch raifed ? From 
what Source, do all itk radiant and lovely Co- 
lours Ipring ? It is raifed on a gloomy Aflem- 
blage of Vapours ; and all its rich Tin6lures 
fpring from a louring Cloud. — Thus does the 
blefled GOD, on a Conviftion of Guilt and 
a Senfe of Ruin, fpread Faith, paint Holinefs, 
and difFufe Gladnefs. May all thefe, e'er long, 
arife in my 7berons Breaft ! And each be— - 

bright^ 

^ Pfai XXX, 5, t Ecclus, xliii. 12. 

R 2 
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brigbty as that refplendent Bovf^^^kjlingy as 
the Sun that creates it ! 

In the mean time, it is the ardent Defire of 
my Soul, and ftiall be my frequent Prayer to 
GOD, That both our Hearts may be comforted^ 
being knit together in Love^ unto all Riches of the 
full Affurance of Underjianding *, in this ^eat 
Myftery of Godlinefs. — ^What Vigour of Ex- 
preffion, what Exuberance of Ideas, and, 
above all, what diftinguifhed Privileges are 
Here ! — Affurance — F«// Affurance — Riches of 
the full Affurance—^// Riches of the full Af- 
furance of Underftanding — in reference to our 
Union with CHRIST^ and its unutterably pre- 
cious Effefts ! — Can the Orator exprefs more ? 
Can the Sinner wifti for more ? Can the Saint, 
I had almoft faid, can the Archangel enjoy 
more ? — ^May this be the Portion of my dear 
Tlberon, and of 

His ever faithful 

ASPASIO. 



* Col. ii. 2. 



DI A- 




DIALOGUE XV; 




H^^^ S P A S I O had taken Leave of his 
^*^^^^^^^ Friend Camillusy and was come ta 
revifit Theron. Whofe Thoughts 
feemed to be in a State of much 
Fluftuation, and no fmall Anxiety. 
Hoping, that fome proper Converfation on the 
Grace and Privileges of the everlafting Gofpel, 
might compofe and comfort his Mind, Might, 
while iiis Heart was foftened by humbling 
Convidlions, fix the Stamp of genuine Chrifti- 
anityj and deliver his whole Soul into the 
Mould * of evangelical Religion. 

fTben 

♦ Deliver into the Mould—This is the literal Tranflarion, 
and exaft Senfe of St. Paufs Phrafc ; Ek ov xsrapfJc^Syflf ruvoy 
^iJa^n?. Rom, vii. 17. — Which, as it contains a beautiful 
Allufion^ conveys alfo a very inftruElive Admontion, Inti* 
mating, that our Minds, all pliant and dudile, fliould bo 
conformed to the refined Precepts of the Gofpel, as liquid 
Metals take the Figure of fome elegant Mould, into which 
they are cafl. 

R3 
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Jf^en Sorrow wounds the Breafi^ as Ploughs 

the Glebe, 
'And Hearts obdurate feel her foft'ning Show'r^ 
Her Seed celejlial then glad Wifdom fows : 
Her golden Harvejls triumph in the SoiL 

He arrived pretty lat;p in the Eveniijg ; and, 
being fomewhat weary with the Journey, foon 
withdrew to his Repofe, The next Morn- 
ing, as ^heron walked abroad, to tafte the 
cool Pelights of the Dawn ; He was agree- 
ably furprifed, by meeting AJpaJio. 

^ber. So foon awake, my worthy Friend ! 
And after fo much Fatigue on the preceding 

P^y '• 1 had not the leaft Expeftation of 

your Company, till Breakfail. Then indeed 

5 promifed myfdf a double Regale The 

RdFr^ments exhibited on the Table; and 
thofe whokfome Words of our LORD JESUS 
CHR IS T'*, which, more precious ^tvaiii Man- 
na, drop— 

j4^. How, Theron I — Have you alfo learnt 
thofe foothing Arts, which polilh the Speech, 
to deprave our Sentiments ? Could I have fuf- 
pefted the inchanting Wiles of Flattery, from 
my fincere, my tried, my bofom Friend ? 

Ther. Your Friend is ftill fincere, and his 
Words are very remote from Flattery. — ^How 
welcome to the windbound Mariner, weary 

with 
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with Expeftation, and fkk with Difappoint- 
ments, is the Vifit of a propitious Gale ! How 
welcome to the Fieids^ parched with Drought, 
and galping for Moifture, are copious Show- 
ers of Rain ! How acceptable to the Ifraelites^ 
traveling through the inholpitable Defarts, 
and pining away for want of the Fruits 
of the Earth, was the miraculous Supply of 
heavenly Bread !— Yet, neither propitious 
Gales to the wind-bound Mariner, nor copi*. 
ous Showers to the thirfty Soil, nor heavenly 
Bread to the famifhed IfraeliteSy could be more 
welcome, than your late Converfation, and 
later Correfpondence, to my anxious Soul. 

Afp. Why I thought you looked upon n^ 
Notions as chimerical. Is l^beron alfo become 
credulous ? Like one of Us weak-headed Be- 
lievers!— Has He quitted the Strong-holds 
of Reafon ? Is He vanquifhed by the Sling- 
ftone of Faith ? Or can He fubmit to this 
ftrange Method of Salvation, by embracing thfc 
Righteoufhefs, and relying on the Obedience 
of Another ? ^ • 

Ther. I find, my Reafon was a feebfeiGuide j 
or I myfelf not faithful to its genuine Dic- 
tates. I was blinded with Prejudice. I was 
intoxicated with Pride. A vain Conceit of 
my moral Powers betrayed me, as I fear it 
has betrayed many, into a Contempt of the 
evangelical Righteoufnefs. I *held, what I 
R 4 thought 
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thought an Honour to human Nature. I now 
retraft my Opinion. My true Glory and real 
Happinefs I would derive from the bleffed 

JESUS. — No more Banter, J^fpafio: Have 

done : — ^I am ferious, and very much in ear- 
neft. So much in earneft, that if all my Ac- 
quaintance of the P^arifaical Turn, or all my 
Brothers of the Smile, fhould rally me on the 
Subje6l; I would frankly acknowledge my 
Error, and as freely fign my Recantation. 
. jifp. My dear Hheron^ I applaud your Refo- 
lution. You have no more Caufe to be afham- 
ed of fuch a Pra6tice, than Fhilip had to be 
aftiamed of the Imperfe6lion in his Limbs. 
When being obferved to go lame, with a 
Wound received in Battle, he had this Confo- 
lation fuggefted by one of his Courtiers : " Ne- 
" ver blufh, my royal Sir, for a Defeft, which 
*' puts You in mind of your Valour^ tvtrj 
^^ Step You take." — To facrifice oui- Preju- 
dices, in the Search of Truth, is no lefs ho- 
nourable, than to be marked with a Scar, in 
the Defence of our Countiy. 

I beg Pardon for my Pleafantry. Since you 
aie fo very ferious, a gay Air was quite un- 
feafonable. — ^You cannot often complain, that 
J am guilty of this Fault. Nor can You eafdy 
imagine, the Satisfaftion I (hall enjoy; if, 
either my Letters, or my Difcourfe, have ad- 
miniilcred any Advantage to my Friend. I 

ihaU 
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fhall note it down, among the diftinguiflied 
BleflTmgs of my Life ; and have an additional 
Obligation, to love the beneficent AUTHOR 
of all Good. 

But, as I cannot be a Furtherer of your 
Happinefs, without the greateft Delight ; fo I 
cannot be a Witnefs of your Solicitude, without 
a painful Regret. You muft therefore permit 
me to afk the Caufe of that unufual Vehemence^ 
I obferve in your Speech s and of that deep 
Concerriy which I read in your Countenance. 

Ttber. 1 have been confidering very atten- 
tively. What is ihtprefent State, and what is 
likely to be t\i^ Jinal Condition of my SouL 

My Hopes and Fears 
Start up alarmed I and o'er Life's narrow Verge 
Look down — on what ? Afatbomlefs Abyfs^ 
A 'vaji Eternity ! 

My Sinsy at the fame time, like an armed 
Hoft, are fet in dreadful Array, and furround 

me on every Side. Jujlicey like an injured 

and incenfed Foe, unftieaths the Sword, z,nA 
makes a loud Demand for Vengeance.— —No 
Righteoufnefs of my own prefents itfelf, to 

which I may fly for Refuge. The Method 

of Salvation, in which I formerly confided, is 
a Bridge broken down ; and leaves me, without 
any Poflibility of Efcape, abandoned to the 
approaching Enemy, 

To 
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To a Perfcm in fuch deplorable Circum* 
ftances, how reviving, how delightful, is the 
veiy Thought of being interefted in the great 
REDEEMER'S Righteoufhefs !— I don't won-: 
der now at a Saying of Lutbe/s j whidi I 
have fometimes exploded, as ftiangely extra- 
vagant: " That, upon the Difcovery of this glo- 
" rious Righteoufnefs, the Gates of Paradifc 
^* feemed to fly open before Him, and the 
5^ Dawn of Heaven was all in view/' 

Talking in this manner, they came to an 
elevated Terrace. Which, about an Hour be- 
fore, had been fhaved by the Scythe, and 
emitted all the Frefhnefs of new-mown Herb- 
age. On one Side, a fine Champaign Country 

ftretched its wide Dimenfions. — On the other, 
a Flower-Garden exhibited the laft Ornaments 
of the Year. — Here, You might ftill fee the 
tufted Vermilion, and the full-blown Ivory, 
glittering through Spangles of liquid Cryftal. 
—There, You might trace the Footfteps of 
the early Cattle, by many a recent Print on 

the dewy Lawn. On the Walls and Efpali- 

ers. Autumn had fpread her Stores ; and was 
beginning to beautify their Rinds with many 
a ruddy Streaky or to breathe over their glofTy 
Skins her delicate and inimitable Bloom. 

jy^. See, faid Aj^Jio, the Wifdom and Be- 
nignity, which, in amiable and infeparablc 

Con- 
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Gonjunftion, difplay themfelves through the 
whole Oeconomy of the Univerfe ! GOD has 
made every ^bing beautiful in his ^ime * 5 every 
Thing ferviceable in its Place, A little while 
ago, the flowery Meads delighted our £yes> 
and the melodious Birds charmed our Bars ; 
now, the tafteful Fruits are preparing their 
Dainties ; and prefenting Us with a Collation, 
to regale our Palate. — ^The whole Earth, and 
all the Seafons, are rich with our CREATOR'S 
Goodnefs. Yea, the whole Earth, and all that 
repl^nifhes it, all that furrounds it, are full of 
his Prefence, fli?, HE it is, who 

Warms in the Sun^ refrejhes in the Breeze^ 
Glows in the Stars y and bloffoms in the "trees ; 
Lives through allLife^ extends through all Extent^ 
Spreads undivided^ operates unjpent. 

An habitual Belief of this Truth, gives Na* 
ture her loveUefi Afpe6l, and lends her the 
moft confummate Power to pleafe. The Breath* 
of Violets, and the Blufli of Rofes 5 the Mu^ 
fie of the Woods, and the Meanders of the 
Stre^n:> j the alpiring Hill, the extended Plain, 
and all the Decorations of the Landfchape } 
then appear in their higheft Attra6tives 5 then 
touch the Soul with the moft refined Satisfac- 
tion; when GOD is feen — ^when GOD is 
heard — and GOD enjoyed in all,-— — — ^ — 

5 EcchJ.v^. IX, 
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Is Jberon loft in Thought, and de- 
prived of Speech ? Is He alone filent, while all 
Things fpeak their MAKER'S Praife? — Does 
Faith throw a Shade over the Works of Crea- 
tion? Does it not heighten their Beauties, 
and enliven their Graces ? — ^The religious is 
the only true Philofopher ; and the Pleafures 
of Imagination never acquire their proper Re- 
lilh, till they are ripened by the Exercife of 
Devotion. With this View then, fince my 
Friend forbears, let me attempt to fpeak : not 
to increafe his Knowledge, but to cherifh Faith, 
and cultivate Devotion in Us both. 

The fpacious Canopy * over our Heads, is 
painted with Blue; and the ample Carpet un- 
der our Feet, is tinged with Green, Thefe 
Colours, by their foft and chearing Qualities, 
yield a perpetual Refrefhment to the Eye -f. 
Whereas, had the Face of Nature gliftered with 
White, or glowed with Scarlet; fuch ardent 
and dazling Hues would, inftead of exhilarat- 
ing, 

♦ If the Reader has Patience, to go through the following 
Effay, He will find it, in the Iffue, not altogether foreign 
to the main Subjeft. — If He pleafes to confider it, as a kind 
of practical Comment^ on that lovely Celebration of provi- 
dential Goodnefs, His tender Mercies are over all his TVorks — 
This may poflibly alleviate the Toil of perufing, and recon- 
cile Him to the Length of the Defcant. 

t ■ Gay Green, 

Thou fmiling Nature* s univerfal Robe ! 

United Light and Shade ! Where. the Sight dweUsy 

fFith growing Strength^ and ever -new Delight. 

- Thomfon'/ Spring, 
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ing, have fatigued the Sight. — ^Befides ; as the 
feveral brighter Colours arc interfperfed, and 
form the Pidlures in this magnificent Piece ; 
the Green and the Blue conftitute an admi- 
rable Ground^ which Ihews them all, in their 
higheft Luitre, and to the utmoft Advantage. 

Had the Air been conliderably grojfer^ it 
vfo\M have dimmed the Rays of the Sun, and 
darkened the chearful Day. Our Lungs had 
been clogged in their vital Funftions : Men 
had been fufFocated, v^rithout the ftrangling 
Noofe s or drowned, without the overwhelm- 
ing Flood. — ^Was it feveral Degrees movtfubtle^ 
Birds would not be able to wing their Way 
through the Firmaments i nor could the Clouds 
be fuftained, in fo attenuated an Atmofphere. 
It would elude the Organs of Relpiration : We 
Ihould gafp for Breath, with as much Diffi- 
culty, and with as little Succefs, as Pifhes out 
of their native Element. 

The Ground alfo is wrought into the raoft 
proper Temperature. Was it of a firmer Qan^ 
fiftence, it would be impenetrable to the Plough;* 
and unmanageable by the Spade. — ^Was it of 
a laxer Compofition, it would be incapable of 
fupporting its own Furniture. The light 
Mould would be fwept away by wirirling 
Winds s or the oozy Globe foaked into Sloughs 
by the defcendmg Rains. — ^Becaufe, every Si- 
tuation fuits not every Plant s but that which 

is 
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is ^ Nurfe to one, 6fteh proves a Sttp.m6th6r 
10 others 5 therefort, the Quaiitics of the Earth 
are Co abundantly diverfified, as properly to 
accommodate every Species of Vegetation, We 
have a Variety of mtermediate SoHs, from the 
/o^ disjointed Sand, to the/^cohefive Clay : 
from the rough Proje6Vions of the craggy Clift, 
to tihe foftly fwelling Bed of the fmooth Par- 
terre. 

Thfi Sea carries equal Evidences of a moft 
^ifc and gracious Ordination. — Was it larger, 
Wc fhould want Land for the Purpofes of 
Paiiurage, and the Operations of Huftandry. 
We fhould be deftitute of fufficient Room for 
Mines and Forefts; our fubterranean Ware- 
houies, and our aerial Timber- Yards. — Was 
it Jrrtallerj it would not be capable of recruit- 
ing the Sky, with a proper Quantity of vapor- 
QQ& Exhalations ; nor of fupplying the Earth, 
with the neceffary Quota of frudlifying ShoWers. 

Do We not difcern very apparent Sttokes oi 
Skill, and the moft pregnant Prbdfs of Gbod- 
nefs, in each individual Objeft ? fa the various 
I'enanfs of the Globe, and the federal Appur- 
tenances of this great Dwelling ?-^It is need- 
lefs to expatiate upon the more ettlinent arid 
confjpicuous Beauties; dl that Jhines in the 
Heavens, and all thsx Jmile^ on the Earth. Thefe 
fpeak to every Ear, thefe fhew to every Eye, 

the 
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tke adorable Munificence of their MAKER,-— 
It is needlefs to launch into the Praiics of the 
Valleys, ddlcately clothed with Herbage ; or 
of the Fidds» richly repleniHied with Conu 
Even the r^aEg;^e^Rocks^ which frown over the 
Flood ; the cawrned Qiiarrics» which yawa 
amidfl: the Land ; together with the Moun- 
tains, thoCt/hapek/s zndenarmous Protuberances^, 
which feem to load the Ground, and incumber 
the Skies ; even thefe contribute their Share,, 
to increafe the general Pleafure, and augment 
the general Ufefulnefe. They variegate the 
Profpe£l ; raife an agreeable Horror in the Be- 
holder ', and infpire his Breafl with a religious 
Awe. They add new Charms to the wide 
Level of our Plains s and fhdter, like a Screen, 
the warm Lap of our Valqts. 

We are delighted with the folemn Gloom, 
and magnificent Afpeft, of the Foreft, One, 
who faw the Cedars oi Lebanon^ was tranfported 
with. Admiration, at their ample Trunks, ami 
towering Heads i their difFiifive Spread, and 
verdant Grandeur, Compared with, which, 
the ftately Ehn is but a Reed ; and the branch- 
ing Oak, a mere ShiTib.-*---Was our Sight qua*- 
lifted for the Search, We fhould dilcover a 
Symmetry and aZ)%«///, alto^ther as perfeft, and 
far more wonderful, in thofe Graven oiMofs *, 

which 

•See, for a Proof of this Remark, the Explanation of 
tiiQ tenth Platif ia that very cufXOus, very eoteruining, and 
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could He guard the Scene of his Labour^, or 
fccure his vegetable Wealth, from the Flocks 
and the Herds? Thofe roving Plunderers^ 
which accede to no Treaty, but that oi forcible 
Reftraint ; fubmit to no Laws^ but thofe of 
the coercive Kind. 

Moft People are fond of the Purflane^s flefliy 
Leaves, and the ramified Fatnefs of the Bro^ 
coli : the Potato's mealy Orbs, and the Len- 
tile's fucculent Pods. We ^arc no Toil, We 
grudge no Expence, to have them flouriih in 
our Gardens, and ferved up at our Tables. — ^ 
But there are innumerable Herbs, which pafs 
under the contemptible Chara6ler of JVeedsi 
and yet are altogether as defirable to many 
Clafics of Creatures, as thefe culinary Gifts to 
Mankind. Who Ihall be at the Pains to plant, 
to water, to cultivate, fuch defpicable Produc- 
tions ? Man would rather extirpate^ than pro^ 
pagatCj thefe Incumbrances of his Acres. There- 
fore Providence vouchfafes to be their Gar- 
dener. Providence has wrought off their 
Seeds into fuch a Lightnels of Subftance, that 
they are carried abroad with the Undulations 
of the Air. Or, if too heavy to be wafted by 
the Breeze, they arc fattened to Wings of 
Down, which facilitate their Flight. Or dfe, 

are 

*■ Tillage ffiould be dtfeontiniied; tnd the whote Coimtry 
^* degenerate into a confufed, diforderly Wafle | without 
*^ either the Diftributlons of Property, or the Improve** 
" mentsoflnduft^/' Ifid.yn.2%, VIA. Hiring, mbi. 
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are inclofed in a fpringy Cafe ; which, forcibly 
burfting, ihoots them abroad on every Side. 
•—By fome fuch means, the reproducing Prin- 
ciple is dif&minated; the univerfal Granary 
filled; and the univerfal Board furnifhecL 
The buzzing Infeft, and the creeping Worm, 
have each his jBiV/^F^r^. Each enjoys a never-r 
failing Treat, equivalent to our fineft Venifon, 
or to the " Fat of Kidneys of Wheat ♦." 

As the Seeds of fome are moft aitfully icat<i^ 
tered abroad, when ripe ; the Seeds of others 
are moft carefully guarded^ till they come to 
Maturity ; and, by both Contrivances, every 
Species is not barely prefcrved, but in a man-* 
ner eternized. — Some are lodged in the Center 
of a large Pulp ; which is, at once, their De* 
fence, and their Nourifhment. This We find 
exemplified in the tafteful Applcj and the juicy 
Pear. — ^Some, befides the furrounding Pulp,^ 
are inclofed in a thick Shelly hard and impe- 
netrable as Stone. We cannot pluck and cat • 
one of thofe downy Peaches, or incrimfoned 
Neftarines, which fo beautifully embofs the 
Wall, without finding a Proof oi this Precau- 
tion. — Caft your Eye upon the Walnutj, 
which ftud the BraiKhes of that fpreading 
Tree. Before thefe are gathered, the Increafe 
of the Cold, and the Emptinefs of the Gar- 
dens, 

♦ The Fat $f Kidneys efWheaU Dcut. xxxii. 14. A Sen- 
tence, rich with El^aoce ! Such as would have (hone is| 
Pindar^ or been admked by Ltmginus. 

Sz 



fc^6s> DIALOGUE XV. 

dens, will fliarpcA the Appetite of the Birds, 
To fecure the fine Kernel from the Depreda- 
tions of their bufy aflailing Bills, it is fortified 
with a ftrong Inekfure of Wood, and with the 
Addition of a difguftful bitter Rind. 

If Grafs was as fcarce as the Guernfey^Lilly ; 
or asdifiicultly raifed as the delicate Tuberofe; 
how certainly, and how (peedily, muft many 
Millions of Quadrupeds perifh with Famine ! 
Since all the Cattle owe their chief Subfiftence 
to this Vegetable, by a fingular Beneficence in 
the Divine Oeconomy, it waitetb not^ like the 
Corn-field and the Garden-bed, for the annual 
Labours of Man. When once fown, though 
ever fo frequently cropped, it revives with the 
returning Seafon, and flourilhes in a kind of 
perennial Verdure, It covers our Meadows ; 
difFufes itfelf over the Plains 5 fprings up in every 
Glade of the Foreft ; and (preads a Side-board 
in the moft fequeftred Nook. 

Since the Nutriment of Vegetables them- 
felves, lies hid under the Soil, or floats up and 
down in the Air : beneath^ they plunge their 
Roots ♦ into the Ground, and dilperfe every 
Way their fibrous Suckers, to explore the la- 
tent, and attraft the proper Nourifhment: 
above^ they expand a Multitude of Leaves ♦, 
which, like fo many open Mouths, catch the 

Rains 

* * Job mod beautifuliy alludes to thefe two Sources of 
vegetable Ferttlrtv ; My Ksat was finad §Mt iy tbt fFaters^ 
ondthfDiwlayMNiglHupmntfBranA^JiMx^. l^ 
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Rains as they fall ; imbibe the Dews as they 
difl-il ; and tranfmit them, through their nice 
Orifices, to the Heart of the Plant, or the 
Lobes of the Fi-uit. 

I have touched upon the infenjibk Creation ; 
and pointed out the Care of a condefcending 
Providence, exercifed over thefe hweji Forma- 
tions of Nature, — ^The animal World, T^eron^ 
falls to your Share. It is yours to defcant upon 
thofe higher Orders of Exiftence ; and (hew 
Us the Goodnefs of GOD, extending its in- 
dulgent Regards to them and their Interefts; 
as tenderly, as officioufly, as a Hen fpreadeth 
her Wings * over her infant Brood. 

^ber. The Subjeft is in good Hands. Let 
Part tbefecmd be of the fame Strain with Fart 
tbefirft^ and there will be no Occafion to wifli 
for a new Speaker. As to myfelf, I have vei-y 
little Inclination to talk. But I have an Ear 
open and attentive to your Difcourfe. 

Afp. You put me in mind of the Philoib- 
pher, who prefumed to read a Lefture on the 
Art of War, in the Prefence oi Hannibal. But 
his Impertinence was voluntary^ mine is con^ 
Jirained. — Since You injoin me this Office, let 
Us pafs, from the vegetable, to the animal 
World. Here, We fhall find no Tribe, no 

Indi- 

* This fcems to be the Ima^ ufcd by the Vfalmifty PfaK 
cxiv. 9. And a mod amiable image, as well as a moil pic* 
tuKfque Reprefcmation, it is. 
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Individual neglefted. The fuperior Claflcs 
want no Demonftration of their excellent Ac- 
compliftiments. At the firft Glimpfe, they 
challenge our Approbation; they command 
our Applaufe. Even the more igmbk Forms of 
animated Exiftence, are moft wifely circum- 
itanced, and moft liberally accommodated. 

They all generate in that particular Seafon, 
which is fure to fupply them with a Stock of 
Provifion, fufficient both for themfdvcs, and 
their increafmg Families. — ^The Sheep yean, 
when there is a Profufion of nutrimental Her^ 
hage on the Soil, to fill their Udders, and create 
Milk for their Lambs. — ^The Birds lay their 
Eggs, and hatch their Young, when Myriads 
of new-born, tender InfeSis fwarm on every 
Side. So that the Caterer, whether it be the 
male or female Parent, needs only to alight on 
the Ground, or make a little Excurfion into 
the Air ; and they find a Fcaft ready drefl:, 
and all at free Coft, for the clamant Mouths 
at home. 

Their Love to their Offspring, while they 
continue in a helplefs State, is invincibly flrong. 
Whereas, the very Moment they are able to 
fhift for themfelvesi when the parental Afiec- 
tion would be attended with much Solicitude, 
and produftive of no Advantage j it vanijbes^ 
as though it had never been, — The Hen, that 
marches at tlie Head of her little Broody would 

fly 
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fly in the Eyes of a MaftifF, or even encountw 
a Lion, in their Defence, Yet, within a few 
Weeks, fhe abandons her Chickens to the wide 
World, and not To much as knows them any 
more. 

If the GOD of J^rael infpired Bezakel and 
Aboliab with IVifdom^ end Vnderjianding^ and 
Knowledge in all Manner of Workman/hip : the 
GOD of Nature has not been wanting, in his 
Inftrudtions to the puny Inhabitants of the 
Bough- — ^The Skill, with which they ereft 
their Houfes, and adjufl: their Apartments, is 
inimitable. The Cautim, with which they le- 
crete their Abodes from the fearching Eye, or 
intruding Foot, is admirable. No General^ 
though fruitful in Expedients^ could plan a 
more artful Concealment. No Afchiteft, with 
his Rule and Line, could build To commodious 
a Lodgment. — Give the moft celebrated Arti- 
ficer the fame Materials, which thefe weak and 
unexperienced Creatures ufe. Let a Jones^ or 
a De Moivre, have only fome rude Straws or 
ugly Sticks -, a few Bits of Dirt, or Scraps of 
Hair j a forry Lock of Wool, or a coarfe Sprig 
of Mofs; and what Works, fair with Delicacy, 
or fit for Service, could they produce ? 

We extol the Commander, who knows how 
to take Advantage of the Ground : who can 
make the Sun and Wind fight for Him, as^ ^ 
well as his Troops : and, by every Circumftance, 

S 4 embar- 
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embarrafles the Forces of the Enemy, but ex- 
pedites the Adion, and advances the Succefs 
of his own. Does not this Praife belong to 
opr feathery Leaders ? Who pitch their Tent, 
or (if You pleafe) fix their penfile Camp, on 
the dangerous Branches, that wave aloft in 
the Air, or dance over the Eddies of the 
Stream. By which judicious Difpofition, the 
vernal Gales rock their Cradle, and the mur- 
muring Waters lull their Young : while both 
concur to terrify the Shepherd, and keep the 
SchoolrBoy at a trembling Diftance,-^^Somc 
hide their little Houftiold from View, amidft 
the Shelter of intangled Furze. Others re- 
move it from Reach, in the Center of a thorny 
Thicket, And, by one Stratagem or another, 
they are generally as fecure and unmolejledy in 
their feeble Habitations ; as the Foxes, that in^ 
trench themfelves deep in the Earth ; or as 
the Conies, that retire to the Rock for their 
* Citadel, 

If the Swan has large fweeping Wings, and 
a copious Stock of Feathers, to fpread over her 
callow Brood ; the JVren makes up by Contri- 
vance, what is deficient in her Bulk, — Small 
as (he is, fhe intends f to bring forth^ and 

will 

* Prov* xjfx. 26. 

t Afpafio h^s ventured to fay, 5Af infends-^And one is al-? 
moft tepipted to think, from the Preparation which the little 
Creature makes, that She had really fat down, and counted 
the Coft, and concerted ))ef Scheme. As though She had 
deliberated with Herfelf— «« I (ball lay, not a Couple of 

^^ Eggs, 
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will be obliged to nurfe up, a very numerous 
Iffue.' Therefore, with the correfteft Judg-r 
nient She defigns, and with indefatigable A(^ 
fiduity finifties, aNcft proper for herPurpofe, 
It is a neat Rotund i lengthened into an Oval^ 
bottomed and vaulted with a regular Concave^ 
To preferve it from Rain, it has feveral Coat^ 
ings of Mofs : to defend it from Cold, it has 
but one Window, and only a iingle Door : to 
render it both elegant and comfortable, it has 
Carpets and Hangings of the fineft fofteft 
Down. — ^By the Help of this curious Man- 
fion, our little Lady becomes the Mother of 
Multitudes, The vivifying Heat of her Body 
is, during the Time of Incuba^tion, exceeding/ 
augmented* Her Houfe is like an Oven, and 
greatly ai&fts in hatching her Young. Which 
no fooner burft the Shell, than they find them-r 
felves fcreened from the Annoyance of the 
Weather; and moft agreeably repofed, amidft 
the Ornaments of a Palace, ^d the Warmth 
of a 3^^io« 

Perhaps, We have been accuftomed to look 
upon the InfeSls^ as fo many rude Scraps of 

Creation, 

'< Eggs, but near a Score. From thefe I am to produce a 
*< Houfe full of Young. But how ihall I have Warmth 
** (unlefs Art fupply, what Nature has denieil} fufficient to 
" hatch the Embnos, or cherifli the Infants ?"— The Truth, 
\ believe, is % That, in all her feeming Fqrefight, and cir- 
cumfpeA Behaviour, She a^. She knows not whaL Only 
She a&, what eternal WIS DO M knows to be necellary, 
and what all-condefcending GOQDNESS prompts Hcf 
%o perform* 
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Creation, and to rank them amongft the Re^ 
fufe of Things. Whereas, if We examine them, 
without Prejudice, and with a little Attention, 
they will appear fome of the moft polifhed 
Pieces of divine Workmanfhip. — Many of 
them are decked with the richeft Finery. 
Their Eyes are an Aflemblagc * of Micro- 
fcopes; whofe Mechanifm is nice beyond Ex- 
preflion. Their Drefs is a Vefture of refplen- 
dent Cok>urs; fet with an Arrangement of 
the moft brilliant Gems. Their filings are 
the fineftExpanflons imaginable: Cambric is 
mere Canvafs \ and Lawn is coarfe as Sack* 
cloth, compared with thofe inimitable Webs. 
The Cafes J which inclofe their Wings, glitter 
with the moft glofly Varnifh ; are fcooped into 
ornamental Flutings ; are ftudded with radiant 
Spots; or pinked with elegant Holes. — Not 
one among them but is equipped with Weap- 
ons, 

• The eommm Ffy^ for inftance. Who is furrounded 
with a Multitude ofDan|ers, and has neither Strenjgth to 
refift her Enemies, nor a Place of Retreat to fecure f^rfelf. 
For which Reafon, She had need to be very vigilant, and 
always upon her Guard. Yet her Head is fo fuced, as to 
be incapable of turning, in order to obferve what pafles, 
either behind or around her. — Providence therefore, fur- 
pjifingly wife in its Contrivances, and equally rich in its 
Gifts, has furnifhed her, not barely with a Ritinue^ but 
with more than a Legion of Eyes. Infomutfh, that a fingle 
Fly is fuppofed to be Miftrefs of no iefs than eight thoufand. 
Every one of which is lined with a diftinA optic Nerve.— « 
By means of this coftly and amaxing Apparatus, the little 
Creature fees on every Side, with the utmoft Eafe and with 
inftantaneoos Speed ) yet without any Motion of the £ye^ Of 
any FledioA of the Neck. 
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ons, or endued with Dexterity, that qualify 
them to fcize their Prey, or efcape their Foe; 
to difpatch the Bufinefe of their refpeftivc Sta- 
tion, and enjoy the Pleafures of their particu- 
lar Condition. 

Now I am in a talking Humour, give me 
leave to celebrate the Endowments, and aflert 
the Honours of my puny Clients. Yet, not 
fo much to fupport their Credit, as to magnify 
their all-gracious CREATOR.— What? If 
the Elephant is diftinguifhed by a prodigious 
Probofdsf His meaneft Relations of the reptile 
Line, are fumifhed with curious ^tem^e ^ re- 
markable, if not for their enormous Magni- 
tude, yet for their ready Flexibility, and acute 
Senfation. By which tiiey explore their Way, 
even in the darkefl Road : they difcover and 
avoid, whatever might defile their neat Ap» 
parel, or endanger their tender Lives. 

Every one admires that majeftic Creature 
the Hbrje ; his graceful Head, and ample Cheft; 
his arching Neck, and flowing Mane; his 
cleanly turned Limbs, and finely-adjufted Mo- 
tions. With extraordinary Agility, He flingf 
Himfelf over the Ditch; and with a rapid 
Career, pours Himfelf through the Plain. With 
imwearicd Application, He carries his Rider 
from one End of the Country to another ; and 
with undaunted Bravery, ruihes into the fierceft 
Rage, and amidft the thickeft Havock of the 

Battle. 
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Battle. — ^Yet, the Grajhopper fprings with a 
Bound, altogether as brifk, if not more im- 
petuous. — The jinty in proportion to its Size, 
IS equally nimble; equally ftrong; and will 
climb Precipices, which the moft courageous 
Courfer dares not attempt to ftale. — If the 
Snail is flower in her Motions, She has no 
need to tread back the Ground which She has 
pafled, Becaufe, her Houfe is a Part of her 
travelling Equipage; and whenever She de- 
parts. She is ftill imder her own Roof; where- 
ever She removes, is always at Home. 

The Eagle^ ^tis true, is privileged with Pini- 
ons, that outftrip the Wind. Elevated on which. 
She looks down on all that ibars ;'and fees fly- 
ing Clouds, and llraining Wings, far below. 
Her optic Nerve fo flrong, that it meets and 
fuftains the dazzling Beams of Noon : her wide 
furveying Glance fo keen, that from thofe 
towering Heights, it difceins the fmalleft Fifti, 
which fculks at the Bottom of the River. — 
Yet, neither is that poor Outcaft, the groveling 
and gloomy Mole^ difregarded by divine Pro- 
vidence. Becaufe flie is to dig a Cell in the 
Earth, and dwell, as it were, in a perpetual 
Dungeon, her Paws ferve her for a Pick-axe 
and Spade. Her Eye, or rather her vifual 
Speck, is funk deep into a Socket, that it may 
fuffer no Injury from her rugged Situation : 
it requires but a very fcanty Communication 

of 
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of Light, that fhe may have no Reafon to 
complain of her darkling Abode, I called her 
fubterranean Habitation a Dungeon ; and fome 
People, perhaps, may think it a Grave. But 
I revoke the Expreffion. It yields her all the 
Safety of a fortified Cajlle, and all the Delight 
of a decorated Grot. 

Even the Spider^ though abhorred by Man- 
kind, is evidently the Care of all-fuftaining 
Heaven. She is to live upon Plunder j to fup- 
port Herfelf, by trapanning the idle, infigni- 
ficant, fauntering Fly. Suitably to fuch an Oc- 
cupation, fhe poflefles a Bag of glutinous Moi- 
fture. From this fhe fpins a clammy Thready 
and weaves it into a tenacious Net. Ex- 
pert as any praflifed Sportfman, fhe always 
fpreads it in the moft opportune Places. Sen- 
fible that her Appearance would create Horror, 
and deter the Prey from approaching the Snare, 
when watching for Sport, fhe retires from Sight. 
But conflantly keeps within Diflance, fo as to 
receive the very firft Intelligence of what pafles 
in the Toils ; and be ready to launch, without 
a Moment's Delay, upon the flruggling Cap- 
live. And what is very obfervable, when Win- 
ter chills the World, and no more Infefts ram- 
ble amidfl the Air, forefeing that her Labour 
would be vain, fhe difcontinues her Work, and 
abandons her Stand. 

I 
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I muft by no means forget the little Mo^ 
narchy, that inhabits the Hive. The Bees 
are to fubfift^ not as a lawlefs Banditti^ but as 
a regular Community. 'Tis theirS, to earn a 
decent Livelihood by honeft Induftry; not to 
glut themfelves with Carnage, or enrich thcm- 
felves by Rapine. For which Reafon, they are 
adluated by an invariable Inclination to So- 
ciety. They poffefs the trueft Notions of Oe- 
conomy, and have enadted the wifeft Laws 
for Government. — Their indulgent CREA- 
TOR has made them a Prefent of all neceflary 
Implements, both for conflru£ting their Combs^ 
and for compoling their Honey. They have each 
a portable Veflel, with which they bring Home 
their colleded Sweets : and they have all the 
moft commodious Storehoufes, in which they 
depofit their delicious Wares. — Though made 
for Peace, they know how to handle the Sword, 
They can take up Arms with the utmoft Re- 
folution and Intrepidity, when Arms are re- 
quifite to guard theu* Wealth, or repel their 
Foes. — ^Without making Botany their Study, 
they can readily diftinguifh every Plant, that 
is moft likely to yield the Materials proper for 
their Bufinefs. Without ferving an Appren- 
ticelhip in the Laboratory, they are complete 
Pra6litioners in the Art of Separation and Re* 
finement. They are aware, without borrow- 
ing their Information from an Abnanack, that 

the 
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the vernal Gleams, and Summer Suns, con- 
tinue but for a Seafon. Mindful of this Ad- 
monition *, they improve to the utmoft every 
ihining Hour s and lay up a Stock of balmy 
Tteafure, fufiicient to fupply the whole State, 
till the BloiToms open a-frelh, and their flowery 
Harveft returns. 

Let the Peacock boaft, if he pleafes, his ele« 
gant Topknot and lofty Mien ; his Neck adorn- 
ed with varying Dyes, and his Train beipangled 
with a Round of Stars. — Yet let him know, 
that the defpifed Butterfly^ and even the loathed 
Caterpillar^ diiplay an Attire no lefs fumptuous i 
and wear Ornaments, altogether as genteel, 
though not quite fo magnificent. — If Beauty 
fits in State on that lordly Bird, fhe ihines in 
Miniature on the vulgar Infedt. And if the 
Mailer of this lower Creation, is ennobled 
with the Powers of Reafon \ the meaneft Clafies 
of fenfitive Exiftence, are endued with the 
Faculty of InftinS. Which gives them a Saga- 
city, that is neither derived from Obfervation, 
nor wait» for the Finifhings of Experience : 
which, without a Tutor, teaches them all ne« 
cefl^ Skill ; and enables them, without a Pat* 
tern, to perform every needful Operation. And, 
what is hx more furprifmg, never mifleads them, 
either into erroneous Principles, or pernicious 

Practices : 

f Ventursgque Hyems memoreTj JEfititt Labonm 
ExpirimUur^ ff in tmdium quaijka rtponunu Viig. 
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Praftices : never fails them, in the niceft or 
moft arduous of their Undertakings, 

Can you have Patience to follow me, if I 
ftep into a different Element, and juft vifit the 
watery TForldf — ^Not one among the innumer- 
able Myriads, which fwim the boundlefs Ocean, 
but is watched over by that exalted EYE, 
whofe Smiles irradiate the Heaven of Heavens. 
Not one, but is fupported by that Almighty 
HAND, which crowns Angels and Archangels 
with Gloiy . — The condefccnding GOD, has 
not only created, but beautified them. He has 
pven the moft exaft Proportion to their Shape, 
the gayeft Colours to their Skin, and a polifhed 
Smoothnefs to their Scales. The Eyes of fome 
are furrounded with a fcarlet Circle ; the Back 
of others is diverfified with crimfon Stains. 
View them, when they glance along the 
Stream, or while they are frefli from their na- 
tive Brine 5 and the burniftied Silver is not 
more bright, the radiant Rainbow is fcarce 
more glowing, than their vivid, gliftering, 
glofly Hues. 

Yet, notwithftanding the Finery of their 
Apparel, We are under painful Apprehenfions 
for their Welfare. — How can the poor Crea- 
tures live, amidft the fuffocating Waters ? — 
As they have neither Hands nor Feet, how 
can they help'themfelves, or how efcape their 

Enemies ? 
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Enemies ?— We are foon freed from our Fears 
by obfervihg, that they all poffefs the benefit 
cial, as well as ornamental Furniture of Fins^ 
Thefe when expanded, like Mails above, and 
Ballaft below, poife their floating Bodies, and 
keep them fteadily upright. — ^We cannot for- 
bear congratulating them on the flexible tlay, 
and vigorous A6tivity of their Tails. With 
which they fhoot themfelves through the Paths 
of the Sea, more fwiftly than Sails and Oars 
can waft the Royal Yatch. — ^But we are loft 
in Wonder, at the exquifite Contrivance, and 
delicate Formation of their Gilk. . Bys which 
they ai'e accommodated, even in that denfe 
Medium, with the Power of Breathing, and 
the Benefits of Refpiration, A Piece of Me- 
chanifm this, indulged to the meaneft of the 
Fry; yet furpaffing, infinitely furpaffing, in 
the Finenefs of its Stru6ture, and the Felicity 
of its Operation, whatever is curiou^n the 
Works of Art, or commodious in the Palaces 
of Princes. 

Ther. Some Perfons, Afpafio^ have the Art 
of giving Dignity to trivial, and Spirit to jejune 
Topics. I cannot but liften, with a pleafed 
Attention, to your Difcourfe j though it dc- 
fcends to the loweft Scenes, and meaneft Pro- 
ductions of Nature. — ^To make fuch philofo- 
phical Remarks, was ufually my Province ; to 
add the religious Improvement, yours. But 

Vol. Ill- T my 
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my Thoughts^ at prefent, are wholly taken up 
with the Confideration of my SAVIOUR'S 
Righteoufnefs. I can hardly turn my Views, 
or divert my Speech, to any other Subje6l. All 
thofe amiable Appearances of the external Crea- 
tion, which I was wont to contemplate with 
Rapture, afford but a languid Entertainment 
to my Mind. — Till my Intereft in this Divine 
REDEEMER is afcertained, the Spring may 
bloom ', the Summer ftiine -, and Autumn fwell 
with Fruits : but it will be Winter, cheai'lefs, 
gloomy, defolate Winter in my Soul. 

jijp. You fay, Tberon^ You attended to my 
curfory Hints. Their, your own fuperior Dis- 
cernment could not but perceive, how every 
Part of the exterior World is adjufted, in the 
moft excellent and gracious Manner. — Not 
the coarfeji Piece of inaftive Matter, but bears 
the Imprefs of its MAKER'S fafhioning Skill. 
— Nfira^^g^/? Creature, however infignificant, 
but exhibits evident Demonftrations of his pro • 
vidential Care. — His Hand is liberal, profufely 
liberal, to all that breathes, and all that has a 
Being. 

Let me only afk — and to introduce this 
Queflion, with the greater Propriety j to give 
it a more forciWe Energy on our "Minds j was 
tlie principal Defign of the preceding Remarks 
—Let me alk s Does GOD take Care for Oxen * ? 

Is 
♦ X Cor. ix. 9. 



D I A L O G^U E XV. 2fi 

Is He a generous Benefaflor to die meaneft 
Animals, to the loweft Reptiles ? Are his mu- 
nificent Regards extended farther dill, and 
vouchfafed even to the moft worthlefs Vege- 
tables ? And fhall they be with-held from Tbu^ 
my dear Friend, and from me?-^l^ot one 
among all the numberlefs Produ6tions, which 
tread the Ground, or (land rooted to the Soil, 
wants any Convenience, that is proper for its 
refpeflive State. And will his heavenly FA- 
THER deny Tberon, what is fo necelTary to 
his prefent Comfort, and his final Happinefs ? 
Impofllble * ! 

T^ber. I wilh for, but I can hardly hope to 
partake of, that fpiritual Blefling ; which al* 

ways 

* I know not how to forbear tranfcribing a Paragraph, 
from one of our periodical Papers ; which contains a Pro- 
pofal for adapting natural Philofophy to the Capacity of C/&/A 
dren. Wifhing, at the fame time, that the ingenious Au- 
thor would inlarge his Sketch into a Treatife ; and execute 
the Plan, which He has fo judicioufly projeded, and of which 
He has given Us fo delicate a Specimen. 

After fome Remarks on the Sagacity of Birds, their In- 
duftry, and other furpridng Properties, He adds ; ^^ -* Is it 
*« for Birds, O LORD, that Thou ha^ joined together fo 
"» many Miracles, which they have no iLnowledge of? Is 
« it for Men who give no Attention to them i Is it for the 
«< Curious, who are fatisfied with admiring, without raifing 
*« their Thoughts to Thee i Or is it not rather vifible, that 
*< thy Defign has been to call Us to thyfelf, by fuch a Spec- 
«* tade ? T'o make Us fenfible of thy Providence and in- 
«< finite Wifdom j and to fill Us with Confidence in thy 
<« Bounty, who watcheft, with fo much Care and Tendef- 
«^ nefs, over Birdi$, though two of them are fold but for a 
*< Farthing?" 

Ta 
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ways included my wRole Happinefs, and now 
ingrofles my whole Concern. 

jifp. Not hope to partake of! — What Foun- 
dation, what Shadow of Pretence, has this de- 
fponding Temper, either in Reafon, or in 
Scripture ? Is it not written, in the Book of 
divine Revelation ? Is it not apparent, through 
the whole Compafs of Nature ? That the Al- 
Jnighty LORD, " who govemeth the World 
^* with the Palm of his Hand *," is remote, 
infinitely remote, from a niggardly Difbofition. 
He not only provideth for the Wants, but even 
fatisfies the Dejire of every living ^ing -f*. 

Confider thofe ftately Poppies, which are now 
the principal Ornament of the Garden. They 
have no Tongue to requeft the leaft Favour. 
Yet the evei-gracious MAKER> clothes them 
from his own Wardrobe, and decks them with 
cxquifitc Beauty. — Qbferve the young RavenSj 
that fit careleily croking on yonder Boughs. 
Do they cry for Food ? It is in hoarfe unmean* 
ing Accents. Yet the all-fuppoiting GOD, 
overlooks their Ignorance ; and fupplies their 
every Need, from his own fpontaneous Bounty, 
— ^If He attends to the former, though inca- 
pable of alking; if he accommodates the latter, 
though infenfible of their Benefactor ; can He 
difregard our prefTmg Wants ? Will He r^eB 
our earneft Petitions? Efpecially, when We 

feek 
* Ecclus. xriii. 3. ^ Pfah cxlv. i6» 
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feek fuch pure and exalted Gifts, as it is both 
his Pelight and his Honour to beftow. 

O ! my Friend, look abroad into univerfal 
Nature, and look away every difquieting 
Thought, 

I'lnr. Did You inquire what Pretence I hav?, 
for this defppnding Temper ? Alas! I have 
n>ore than a Pretence. I have a Reafon. A 
Reafon too obvious ; my great Unwortbinefs ! 

ji^. Pray, where was the Worthinefe of 

theftiff.n€cked^iz^///^i? Yet the LORD bars 

tbem^ and carried tbem^ all tlfe I)ays of old*. -r^ 

Where was the Worthinefs of Saul the Blaf- 

phemer ? Yet the blefled JESUS made Him 

a cbofen Veflel, and fet Him as a Signet on 

his Right-handw — ^You dcierve nofihij^ at the 

HaiKl of GOP our Saviour. Neither <ii4 

Jofepb's Brethren de&rve any Kindpeis, frpiii 

the Viceroy of ^gypt. Yet he delivered tbem 

from Famine, who fold Him to Slavery. He 

fettled them in the choiceft Territories, whfl 

^afl: Him into the horrible Pit. J^e (hewed 

Himfe^f a Friend and a Father to tho& unQ4« 

tural^ Relations ; who were his a£|ual Beti:4yer9j 

and his intentional Murderers. — And canTi^D 

perfuade ypurfe^f, will You harbour a Sjuipi* 

cion. That CHRIST is lefs compaflionate tl^afl 

Jofepb? Sh^.a ftail Mortal out-vie /Mi\Lf. 

NfJEl, in Beneficence ? 

T 3 Ihr. 

• Ifiiu buil. 9. 



278 DIALOGUE XV. 

I'her. Is not fome Righteoufnefs of our own 
indifpenfibly required, in order to our Parti- 
cipation of the Righteoufnefs of CHRIST? 

Afp. Yes, fuch a Righteoufnefs as the Sa- 
maritan Woman, and Zaccheus the Publican 
poffefTed. Or fuch as the Philippian Jailor, 
and the profligate Corinthians might boaft.- — 
Zacckeus was a Man of infamous Charafter, 
and Chief among the Extortioners. The Jailor 
was a barbarous Perfecutor, and in Purpofe a 
Self-nrurderer. Yet our LORD fays of the 
former, This Day^ without injoining any Courfe 
of previous Preparation, is Salvation come to 
thine Houfe *. St, Paul directs the latter, with- 
out infilling upon any antecedent Righteouf- 
nefs, to believe on the LORD JESUS CHRIST^ 
and aflures the poor alarmed Sinner, that, in 
fo doing. He fhould befaved ^. 

So that nothing is required, in order to our 
Participation of CHRIST and his Benefits, 
but a Conviftion of our Need, a Senfe of their 
Worth, and a Willingnefs to receive them in 
the appointed Way : receive thenr, as the freefl: 
of Gifts, or as Matter of mere Grace. Come^ 
and take freely J, is our Master's Language i 
without flaying to get any graceful Qualities, 
is his Meaning, 

Ther. Surely, to come without any Holinefs, 
without any decent Preparative, muit be a grofs 

Indignity 

♦ luki XXX. 9, t 'd^^ ^v*' 3'« t ^^' ^^^ ^7' 
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ladignity to the Divine JESUS. Whoever 
prefents a Petition to any earthly Sovereign^ 
will think it abfolutely necefiary, not to ap- 
pear in a flovenly Defhabille, much lefs in 
filthy Raiment. Does not our LORD Him- 
felf, m the Parable of the Wedding-Garment, 
inculcate this very Point, and caution Us 
againft a prefumptuous Approach? 

jijp. In the Parable You mention, CHRIST 
is both the Bridegi'oom, the Feaft, and the 
Wedding-Garment *. And/ivbo are invited to * 
an Union with this Bridegroom ? To partake 
of this Feaft ? To be arrayed with this Wed- 
ding-Garment ? — The Meflengers are lent, 
not to the Manfion-houfes of the Rich, or the 
Palaces of the Mighty ; but to the High-ways 
and Hedges. Where Mifery mourns 5 and Po- 
verty pines i and Bafenefs hides her Head.— 
To whom is their Meflagc addreffed ? To the 
Poor^ the Maimed^ the Halty the Blind -f. Per- 
fons, who have no amiable or recommending 
Endowments, but every loathfome and difguflful 
Property. Yet thefe (mark the Pafiage, my 
dear Friend ^ mark well the encouraging Cir- 
cumftance) thefe are not only not forbidden, but 
intreated — importuned — and, by all the Arts 
of Perfuafion, by every weighty or winning 
Motive, compelled to come in. — And after all 

. . tliis, 

* Matt. xxii. II. Hac VeJlU efl Jujiitia CHRISTL 
Bcngel. in Loc. t I-^^f xiv. ai» 

T4 
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this, furely, it cannot be an Aft of Prefump- 
tian to accept, but muft be a Breach of Duty 
to refufe the Invitation. 

^ber. You take no Notice of the Man, 
who was found without a Wedding-Oarafient* 
Which is by far the nioft alarming Incident^ 
and that which gives me no finall Uneafinefs* 

j^Jp. And docs ipy Tberok take proper No- 
tice of the Divine Declaration ? I lave frtpar- 
ed my Dinner y fays the KING eternal* All 
things are ready ^. " Whatever is AeceAhry 
«* fdr the Juftification, the Hdlinefi, the <iorti- 
*< plete Salvation of Sinners, is provided in 
" the Merit and the Grace of my SON, 
" Let them come therefore, as to a nuptial 
" Banquet 5 and freely enjoy my Muiiifi^ 
^< cence; and feafl their Souls with the royal 
« Provifion/* 

The Man without a Wedding-GarnKnt, 
denotes the (pccious fu^rficial Profeflbr ; who 
is called by CHRIST'S Name, but has never 

fnit on CHRIS r JESUS by Faith, Shall 

I tell You more plainly, whom this Charac- 
ter reprefcnts? You yourfelf, my dear Therw^ 
was fome Months ago> in tiie State of this 
unhappy Creature. When You trufted in 
Yourfelf, and thought h^hly of your own, 
thought meanly of your SAVIOUR'S Righ- 
tcoufnefs, 

J 



D I A L O O U E XV. 281 

I congrttolate my Friend, on his happy 
Delh^erance from fo dangerous a Condition. 
You and I are now like the retummg Prodigal. 
Let us Tememberj that He had no Recom- 
mend^on) ^ther of Per^, of Drefs, or of 
Circumftance. None but his Nakednefi, his 
Mifery, and his Vileqefe. Yet He was re- 
deived--H?ec^ved with inexpr^lfible Indulgence ; 
and clothed with that firft, that befi^ that di- 
vintift fii*^* the Rightcoufiicfs bf JESUS 
CEtRISr. 

Let IJs accuftom Our&lves to eonfider this 
ine«nparal^ Robe, under its evangelical Cha- 
racter. It is not a Matter of Bargain, nor 
the Suhj^St of Sale, but a Deed of Gift, ^tbe 
Gift of Rigbteoufnefsy fays the Apoftle. And 
Gilts, Wie id! know, are not to be furcbafeJ^ 
but received. 

^ber. Is nothing then, nothing to be done 
on our Part ? — 'No Heavenly-mindednefe to be 
cxerdfed ? No Viftory over our Lufts gained ? 
No Fruits of Sandtification produced? 

ji^. ThefekgalApprehenfions! Howdoftly 
they cleave to my T'beron's Mind ! But, I hope, 
the Word of GOD, which pierceth to the di* 
viding afunder the Soul and Spirit, will give 
the Bering Blow.— And what fays that la- 
cred Word ? It defcribes the Gofpel, as a ff^ii 

or 
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or T'ejlament^i and all its glorious Bleffings, 
^s Legacies bequeathed by the dying JESUS. 
- — ^When your old Acquaintance Cbaricles^ 
left You a handfome Legacy 5 what did you 
do^ to eftablifh your Title, and make it your 
own? 

"ther. My Title was pre-eftablifhed, by my 
Friend's Donation. I hiad nothing to do, but 
to claim, to accept, and to poflefs. 

Afp. Do the very fame, in the prefentCafe. 
They who believe, are Heirs, undoubted 
Heirs of the Rigbteoufnefs wbicb is by Faitb^f.—^ 
Sure you cannot fuppofe, that CHRISTs 
Kindnels is lefs fincere, or that CHRISTs Do- 
nations are lefs valid, than thofe of an earthly 
Teftator^ 

7'ber. This Illuftration hardly reaches the 
Point. I fpeak not of doing any thing, by 
way of Merits but by way of ^jfalifcation. 

♦ Hib. ix. 16, 17. This Notion not only runs through 
the Scriptures, but ftands confpicuous even in their Title- 
page.— What are they called ? The old and thb new 
Test AM b nt. — What is a Teflament ? An authentic Deed, 
in which Eftates are tranfmitted, and Legacies bequeathed. 
In other Teftaments, fome earthly Poffeffion ; in this, the 
heavenly Patrimony, even all the Riches of Grace, and tho 
^verlaftjng Inheritance of Glory. — Did we confider the Scrip- 
tures in this Light, it would be a moft engaging Invitation, 
to fearch them with Affiduity and Pleafure. What Child is 
willing to continue ignorant of a deceafed Parent's laft 
Will and Teftament ? Who does not covet to know, what 
Honours, Hereditaments, and Wealth devolve to his En- 
joyment, bv fuch an intereftipg and venemble Conveyance \ 
t Heb, xi. 7. 
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Afp. I can think of no Qualification, un- 
kfs it be our extreme Indigence. This, in- 
deed, it will be proper to have : and this, I 
prefume, you are not without. Other Quali- 
fication, neither Reafon prefcribes, nor Scrip- 
ture requires. 

Reafon prefcribes no other. — ^The Gifts of the 
great eternal SOVEREIGN are intended, not 
to recognize our imaginary Worth, but to. ag- 
grandize the View of his own Mercy and 
Grace. To anfwer fucb a Defign, the Un- 
worthy and the Sinners are duly qualified $ 
nay, are the only qualified Perfons. 

Scripture requires no ^/i&^.— -The ever-mer- 
ciful SAVIOUR fays not; They are unqua- 
lified for my Merits/ They have no valuable 
or noble Acquirements. But this is his tender 
CcHnplaint ; TT)ey will not come to me^ juft as 
they are ; with all their Sins about them ; 
with all their Guilt upon them \ that they may 
have Life^. — ^Pray, take notice of this Text; 
and you will fee that Sanftification, Heavenly^ 
mindednefs, and a Viftory over our Lufts, 
are not the Qualities whidi He requires^ but 
the Bleflings which He will confer. 

Ther. " The Unworthy and Sinners, the 
" only qualified r Of this Exprefilon I cannot 
buttake particular Notice. — ^Then^W^j fhould 
iland in the firft Rank of qualified Perfon$ ; 

and 
V. 4Q. 
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and the devout Centurion, ivio/e Prayers and 

Alms bad cotm up as a Memrial before GOD, 

was thereby uaquaUfied for the Favour of 

Heaven. 

j^. If you dbreryed.my Expreflion, Ifpoke 
in the hypothetical Manner. Made a Sqppo- 
fition, rather than advanced an A(&rtion. If 
there be any .Qualification, this is the only 
one. But, ftriftly fpeaking, there is no fuch 
Thing. TheimpuifiveCaufe of all GOD's 
Goodnefe ,exift8 in lumfelf. He bas Mfrty, 
not becaufe this or that Perfon is.gmiable« is 
meet, or qualified, but heeaufe he wU have 
il/«rfy.— And as for our Need of Mercy and 
ReoMiciliation, arifing from our 3infulner9, 
this can no more conftitute a real Q^oliyScation 
for the Bleflings, than anA£tof JUbelUoncan 
qualify for the firft Honours of the State. 

But this We mud allow, that fu^h Needi 
fuch Mifery, fucfa Sinfnlnefs, illuftrate the 
Brenefs, and roanifeft the Richef of diving 
Grace. And tiiis We ifhould never forget, 
that the grand End vtfaich GOD pfx>poies, in 
all his favourabl&Di4)cnfiition8 to faUen Man, 
is, to demonftrate the Sovereignty, and ad- 
vance the Guory or hjs Gkace< fhe 
LORD, promifing a very extraoixl»Hiy jDeli* 
vcnmce to Ifraelt Sa/fs.-, mtfiryutrSaifS, he it 
known unto Teuy Jb 1 tbu ^figoal A£t. ofKind- 

nefs. 
* Euk. xxxvi. 32; 
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neis. What then ts the Inducement? We 
find k in the following Declaration; /, evm 
lam HEy that bhttetb fiut your Tranfgreffiam 
FOR MY OWN Sake *. A. Ray of the fame 
undeferved and illufhious Goodnefa beams 
foith, in ^t great evangelical Text % Not by 
Jf^orks of JRigbtamJhefsy which We haw d^ne^ 
whether they be initial or habitual^ but m^ 
cording to his Mercy Hifaved us -f-. 

^fber. This is fuch a Gift ! — ^To be intereftcd 
in aU the Merits of CHRIST! To have his 
immaculate Righteoufhefs imputed to my Soul ! 

So that from hencefoith there fhall be np 

Fear of Condemnation, but a comfortable 
Enjoyment of freed: Love, and a delightful 
Expectation of completeft Glory ! 

jij>. If this rich Donation, furpafs your 
very Thoughts, and fill You with grateful 
Aftcmiihment ; it is fo much the better adapt- 
ed to difplay, what the Scripture very em- 
phatically 

•^/. xliii. 25. ♦3X^^ Formyownjhif. Which teachn 
U9, that GOD, and nothing in the Creature, it die oii*- 
einail, entire, fole Caufe of all Grace and every gracioiis 
Voucblafement. It is not only by Him and through Him, 
but to Him, and for the Honour of his adorable Ma}e%, 
that We are pardoned, accepted, faved. To tre Praise 
OF THE Glory of his Grace, is a proper Motto for all 
the Difpenfations of his Goodnefe. It has been inferibed 
hy the Hamd cfTnttb and lAfpiracion, MfA. i. 6. Time and 
Eternity, inftead of erafmg the Lioes, wUl ftamp them 
deeper, and 6pen tbcm wider. 

t Tit. iii. 5. 
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phatically flyles, the abundant ^ tht Juperabun^ 
danty the exceeding abundant * Grace of our 
GOD.— GOD hath Pleafure in the Profperr 
ity of his Servants. He is a boundlefs Ocean 
of Love ; ever flowing, yet abfolutely inex^ 
hauflible. See ! What an innumerable Va- 
riety of Benefits, are tranfmitted from yonder 
Sun, to gladden all the Regions of Nature ! 
Yet the Sun is but a Spark ; its highefl: Splen- 
dor, no more than a Shade i its uninterrupted 
and moft profufe Communications of Light, a 
poor diminutive Scantling j compared with the 
Riches of Divine Benignity. 

The Servant in the Parable, who owed ten 
thoufand Talents, craved only fome kind For- 
bearance. Whereas, his generous Lord gave 
him an Acquittance in full; I forgave I'beeall 
that Dtbt ^. — ^You wonder, and very deferv- 
cdly, at fuch vaftGenerofity. But, what had 
been your Admiration, if the noble Mafter 
had admitted this obnoxious Slave, to a Share 
in his Dignity ? What, if he had made Him 
the Heir of his Houfe, and fettled his whole 
Eftate upon fo mean a Wretch ? This perhaps. 
You would fay, exceeds the Bounds of Credi- 
bility. Yet GOD Almighty's ftupendous Be- 
neficence exceeds all this. He not only (pares 
guilty Creatures, but makes them his G&/7- 

drenr, 

• Tv«f 6aXX»<r« X^fK* 2 Cor, ix. 14. — T'STt^i-rrtfitcc'iDCtP 
u ;^ap*c. Rom. V. 20. — TirffwrAiavoto'CT n y^^aft^.zTsmu 14* 
t Alatt. xvUi. 32. 



D I A L O G U E XV. 287 

dren 5 makes them Inheritors of his Kingdom ; 
and, as an Introdu6tion to all, or rather as' 
the Crown of all, makes them Partakers * <rf 
his SON. 

l^ber. "The Gift is ineftimable ; of more Va- 
lue than all Worlds. It will render me blei^ 
and happy. Now and for Ever. And may fo 
unworthy a Creature look for a Bleffing, fo 
fuperlatively excellent? 

AJp. Unworthy ! ^My dear Friend, dwell 

no longer upon that obfolete Topic. The 
greateft Umvortbinefs is no Objection in 
CHRISTs Account, when the Soul is con* 
vinced of Sin, and the Heart defirous of a 
SAVIOUR. And as for Wortbinefs, this is as 
much difavowed by the Gofpel, as equivocal 
Generation •{• is exploded by the Difcoverics 

of our improved Philofophy. ^Nay farther, 

thds Notion is diametrically r^w/r^ry to the Gof- 
pel, and totaMy fubverjive of the Covenant o£ 
Grace. 

T'ber. In what Refpefts ? 

Afp. Becaufe, it would make our own 
Duty and Obedience the Terms. Whereas, 
the Terms were CHRIST'S Suffering, and 

CHRISrs 

• Heb. iti. 14. 
t The Ancients imagined, that many Vegetables and In- 
fe£b were produced by, I know not what, plaftic Power in 
the Sun and other Elements. This is called iquivocal Ge- 
neration. Whereas, the modem Philofophers maintain, that 
every Individual of this Kind, derives its Being from fome 
Parent- Vegetable or Parent*-Animal, This is fiyUd uni^ 
fw«/ Generation^ 
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CHRISTs Obedience. 7*befe are the Hinge on 
which that great Tranfaftion tuins^ and on 
which the Hope of the World hangj. 

7*ber. Be more particular, AJpafio. 

A^. The firft Covenant was made with 
Adam^ for Himfelf and Us. Breaking it, He 
loft his original Righteoufnefs, and became 
fub)e£t to Death. Was, at once, a Bankrupt 
and a Rebel. — ^Now You cannot fuppofe, that 
the Almighty MAJESTY would enter mto a 
freih Covenant, with an infohent and attainted 
Creature. It pleafed, therefore, the SECOND 
PERSON of the adorable TRINITY, to un- 
dertake our Caufej to become our Surety; 
and put Himfelf in our Stead. fVitb Him the 
iecond Covenant was made. He was charged 
with the Performance of the Conditions : 
thereby to obtain Pardon and Righteoufncfs, 
Grace and Glory, for all his People. / bave 
made a Covenant witb my CHOSEN *ONE, 

is 

* PJal. Ixxix. 3. It is generally allowed, that this Pralm» 
in Its Juhlime/i Scnkf is referable to CHRIST; and, in its 
fu/I Lxtent, is referable #11^ unto CHRIST. If fo, I think, 
it would be more fifnificaQt and cmpbatical, to render 
n^ni JUj^ cbtffen One.*— This will furnifh out a very clear 
and cogent Argument to prove, that the Covenant cmF Grace 
was made with our LORD JESUS. Juft fuch an Argument 
as the Apoftle ufes, to convince the Galatians^ That the Pro- 
oiifes of the Covenant were made to the fame Divine PER- 
SON, Gal. iii. 16. — From both which Premifes this impor- 
tant Cotiduiion follows ; That Juftification and every fpi- 
ritual Bleftng are the Purcbafe of CHR IS 7^3 (Jbedience ; 
are lodged in Him as the great ProprUiary -, are communis 
tattd to Sinners, only throu^ the Exercilc of Fa'uh^ or ki 
a Way of Believing. See Z^ch. ix. 1 1. 
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is the Language of the MOST HIGH. And 
the Terms were (You will permit me to re^ 
peat the momentous Truth) not your Wor- 
thinefs or mine, but the Incarnation, the 
Obedience, the Death of G O D's ever-blcffed 
SON. 

T'ber. Has Man then no Office affigned, no 
Part to aft, in the Covenant of Grace ? 

jijp. He has : but it is a Part, which my 
Friend feems very loth to difcharge* His 
Part is to accept the Bleffings, fully purchafed 
by the SAVIOUR, zxiA freely offered to tht 
Sinner. His Part is, not to difhonour the 
redeemer's gracious Interpofition, and 
infinitely fufficient Performance, by hanker- 
ing after any Merit of his own. 

Tber. If this be the Nature of the New 
Covenant, I muft confefs, I have hitherto 
been ignorant of the Gofpel. 

Afp. And from hence arifes your prefent 
Diftrels. From hence your Averfenefs to re- 
ceive Comfort. — ^You are a Philofopher, ^'he^- 
ron ; and have been accuftomed to examine 
nicely the Proportion of Ob]e6ls, rather than , 
to weigh them in the Balance of the Sanc- 
tuary. Here you find all Proportion fwal- 
lowed up and loft. This quite overthrows all 
your Conclufions, drawn from' the Fitnefs of 
Things. Here, Man is nothing, lefs than no- 
thing, while Grace is all in all. — And (hould 

Vol. III. U wc 
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we not, however unworthy in Ourfelves, mag- 
nify the Grace of our GOD? 

Jher. Moft certainly. 

Afp. How can this be done, but by cxpeft- 

ing great and fuperlatively precious Bleffings 

from his Hand ? Alexander^ You know, 

had a famous, but indigent Philofopher, in 

his Court. Our Adept in Science, was once 

particularly ftraitened in his Circumftances. 

To whom fhould He apply, but to his Patron, 

the Conqueror of the World ? His Requeft 

was no fooner made, than granted. Alexander 

gives Him a Commiflion, to receive of his Trea- 

furer whatever He wanted. He immediately 

demands, in his Sovereign's Name, a hundred 

Talents*. — The Treafurer, furprifed at fo large 

a Demand, refufed to comply : but waits upon 

the King, and reprefents the Affair. Adding 

withal, how unreafonablc He thought the 

Petition, and how exorbitant the Sum. — AUx^ 

ander heard Him with Patience : but, as foon 

as He had ended his Remonftrance, replied ; 

•* Let the Money be inftantly paid. I am de- 

** lighted with this Philofopher's way of think-^ 

" ing. He has done me a (ingular Honour ; 

" and fhewed, by the Largenefs of his Re- 

" queft, what a high Idea He has conceived, 

" both of my fuperior Wealth, and my royal 

•* Munificence." 

Thus, 
* About ten thoufand Pounds. 
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Thus, my dear T*beron^ let us honour, what 
the infpired Penman ftyles, The marvelous Lov'-- 
ing^kindnefs of JEHO FAH. From the Kin^, 
wbofe Name is the LORD of Hojls; let Us ex- 

peft ^not barely what correfponds with our 

low Models of Generofity much lefs what 

We fuppofc proportioned to oui; fanfied De- 

ferts ^but what is fuitable to the unknown 

Magnificence of his Name, and the unbound- 
ed Benevolence of his Heart. Then We fhall 
chearfully and affuredly truft, that CHRIST 
JESUS will be made of GOD to Us JVifdom, 
and Right eoufnefs^ and SanStifcationy and Re^ 
demotion. 

Tber. I have not only no Merit, but great 
Guilt *. Was, by Nature, a Child of Wrath. 
Have been, by Pradtice, a Slave of Sin. And, 

what 

♦ I believe. No One experienctd in the fpiritual Life will 
fufpefl, that Ther^n fpeaks out of Charaeier. — Confcience^ 
when once alarmed, is a ftubborn and unceremonious 
Thing. It pays no Deference to Wealth : it never (lands in 
awe of Grandeur : neither ca« it be foothed by the Refine* 
mcnts of Education, or die Attainments of Learning. And 
VVe generally find, that a moft unaccountable Propcnfity to 
Self'Worthlne/sy ftrongly podefles the new-awakened Con- 
vert. He is perpetually raifing Obje£Uons, founded on the 
Want of pcrf anal Merit ; notwithftanding all our Remon- 
flrances, to quiet his Fears, and remove his Jealouiies. It 
is truly a hard Tafk, for a Mind, naturally leavened with 
legal rride, to come naked and miferable to CHRIST— to 
come> diverted of every Recommendation but that of ex- 
treme Wretchednefs ; and receive, from the Hand of un- 
merited Benignity, the free Riches of evangelical Grace. 

u 2 
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what]is worfe, am ftill corrupt j. have ftiU a 

carnal Heart. And has not fuch a Wretch 

forfeited all Title to the Divine Favour ? Nay, 
does He not deferve the Vengeance of eternal 
Fke? 

Afp. That We all deferve this Mifery, is 
beyond Difpute. I am truly glad, that We 
are fenfible of our Demerit. Here our Reco- 
very begins. Now We are to believe, that 
the LORD JESUS has fatisfkd Divine Juftice; 
has paid a glorious Price, on purpofe to ob- 
tain for fuch ill-deferving, fuch Hell-deferving 
Creatures, all Pardoiji, all Holinefs, and ever- 
lafting Happinefe. According to the Import 
of that charming Scripture, fFhen We were 
Enemies (and what is there in an Enemy, to 
belpeak Favour, or deferve Benefits ?) We were 
reconciled to GOD by the l5eatb of bis 50iV* 
——As it is Pride, to entertain high Notions 
of our own Accomplifhments, or to expedt 
etemal Life on the Score of our own Obedi- 
ence ; fo it will be an Affront to the Grandeur 
of CHRIST'S Merits, and the Freenefs of 
his Grace, if We fuppofe our Crimes too 
heinous to be forgiven, or our Perfons too 
vile to be accepted. 

You have great Guilt. But is this a Rea- 
fon, why You Ihould be excluded from the 
Blelfings of the Cov eant ? Contemplate the 

State 
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State of that forlorn and wretched Outcaft, 
defcribed in the fixteenth of Ezekiel. An In- 
fant in its Blood: this reprefents a Sinner, who 
has nothing to excite Love, but all that may 
provoke Abhorrence. Yet, what (ays the 
HOLY ONE of Ifrael? When Ifaw "Thee, not 
wafhed, and purified, and made meet for my 
Acceptance, but polluted in thy Blood * ; loath- 
fome with Defilement, and laden with Ini- 
quity : then, even then Ifaid unto T*hee^ Live: 
I Spread my Skirt over Thee ; and T^hou hecamefi 
mine. This is the Manner of his Proceeding, 
not barely to one Nation, but to all his Peo- 
ple; not in one Period of Time only, but 
through all Generations. 

You zxtftill corrupt : One that is fenfible of 
*his Corruption, an^ acknowledges his Sinful- 
nefs 1 Then You are the very Perjon^ for whom 
the SAVIOUR'S Righteoufhefs is intended; 
to whom it is promifed. You are a Gover- 
nor of the County-hofpital, Theron. You have 
been induftrious in promoting, and are aftive 
in fupporting, that excellent Inftitution ; where 
Medicine with her healing Stores, and Reli- 
gion with her heavenly Hopes, a£l as joint 

Hand- 

* The Words arc peculiarly emphatical i not only doubled, 
but redoubled. To denote, at once, the Strangenefs of the 
Fadt, yet the Certainty ^oi the Favour. JVhen I pajfed by 
thee^ andfaw thee polluted in thine own Bloody Ifaid unto thee 
when thou waft in thy Bloody Live : yea^ I faid unto thee when 
tbou waft in thy Bloody Live. Ezck, xv]. 6. 

U 3 
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Handmaids to Charity. What are the Cir* 
cumftances, which render any Perfons the 
proper Objedls, for an Admiifion into your 
Infiimary ? 

Ther. Their Poverty, and their Diftemper. 
Without Poverty^ they would not need ; and 
free from Diftemper^ they would not prize, 
the Benefit of our modem Bethefda, 

Afp. Apply this to the Cafe under Confide- 
ration. The whole World is in a State of 
fpiritual Diforder. CHRIST is ftyled, by 
im infpired Writer, The LORD our Healer*, 
The Gift of his Righteoufnefs, the Balm of 
his Blood, and the Influences of his SPIRIT, 
are the fovereign Reftorative. And fure it 
cannot be a fanfiful Perfuafion of our Health, 
but a feeUiig Convidion of our Difeafe, that 
Tenders Us proper ObjetJls of his recovering 

Grace.^ He came^ not to call the Righteous^ 

the Righteous in their own Eyes, but Sirmers •{• 5 
fclf-condemned and ruined Sinners, to exer- 
cife Repentance J and find Mercy. 

Tber. But, if any foolifh and refraftory Pa- 
tients have abufed our Beneficence; it is a 
Handing unalterable Rule of the Houfe, ne- 
ver to admit them a fecond Time j however 
pr?fling their Exigencies, or however power- 
ful their Recommender. I have, not once 
only, but through the whole Courfe of my 

Life^ 

f pxod. XV. 269 t Matt, ix. 13. 
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Lif^, abufed the marvelous Loving-kindQefs of 
the LORD. 

Afp. And is not the LORD fuperior to all 
his Creatures, in Afh of Pardon, as well as 
of Poller ? Yes 5 as thofe Heavens are higher, 
than this proftrate Earth ; fo much more in- 
larged and extenfive is the divine Clemency 
——than the widcft Sphere of human Kind- 
nefs, fhall I fay? Rather than the boldcft 
Flights of human Imagination. Your Statutes 
arc inexorable, in Cafe of one notorious Irre- 
gularity committed. But the free Gift of Grace 
is vouchfafed, notwithftanding many Offences^ 
unto Juftification *. It is tbmGlory of our Al- 
mighty RULER, and redounds to the Honour 
of his crucified SON, topafi ^wr-f-not a linglc 
Tranfgreflion only, but a Multitude of Pro- 
vocations ; to be as unequaled in Mercy, as 
He is fupreme in Majefly. 

^beron paufed. — Thefe Confiderations feem- 
cd to operate : This Anodyne to take efFe£l. 
*— —Defirous to improve the favourable Junc- 
ture, and fet Home the needed Confolation, 
Afpafio added : 

HoviT often did the Inhabitants of Jerufalem^ 
difregard the Warnings, and rejeft theCoun- 
fels, of our bleffed LORD ! How juftly might 
He have fworn in his Wrath ; " They fhall 
5* never hear the joyful Sound of my Gofpel 

: ** more. 

♦ Rom. V. 16. t P^ov xix. XI. 

U4 • 
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' ** more. The Bleflings, which they have fo 
'^ wantonly defpifed, and fo wickedly abufed, 

^* (hall be urevocably withdrawn." Inftead 

of paffing fuch a Sentence, hear the Charge, 
which, after his Refurreftion, He gives to his 
Apoftles : 77)at Repentance and RemiJJion of Sins 

Jloould be preached^ in my Name^ to all Nations ^ 

BEGINNING AT JERUSALEM*. At Jerufakmy 

LORD! Have not the Men of that ungrate- 
fid and barbarous City, been deaf to thy ten- 
dered: Importunities ? Did they not perfecute , 
Thee even unto Death ? Are not their Wea-^ 
pons ftill reeking, as it were, with thy Blood i 
and their Tongues ftill fhooting out Arrows, 
even bitter Words ? By which they would 
murder thy Charafter^ as they have already 
crucified thy Perfon, Yet thefe Wretches (and 
could any. he more inhuman ? Could any be 
more unworthy ?) are not only not abhoiTed, 
but unto them is the Meflage of Grace, and 
the Word of Salvation fent. Nay, to fhew 
the unparalleled Freenefs of our REDEEMER'S 
Grace, Thefe zxtfirft upon the heavenly Lift, 
The glad Tidings of Pardon and Life, 
which are to be publifhed through the World, 
tnt^ begin (aoiazing Mercy !) must begin at 
yeruf(ilem^ 

^her. Thus much I may venture to profefe 
jn my owp Behalf: That I long for this BlefC- 

mg 
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ing — I pray for this BleflSng ^But I cannot 

fee my Title, to this comprehenfive and inef- 
timable Bleffing, clear. 

Afp. I behold it perfe6Hy clear, and afcer- 
tained by your own Confeffion. — Some Days 
ago, a wor.thy Clergyman, who lately came to 
fettle in the Neighbourhood, did Himfelf the 
Honour of making one at your Table. Af* 
t?r Dinner, You (hewed Him your Library ; 
We took a Walk in your Garden 5 and made 
the agreeable Tour of the Fifh-Ponds. Then 
—with that amiable Franknefs of Mien and 
Accent, which is fo peculiar to my Friend, 
and exceedingly endears all his Favours— 
You told Him ; " That He was as welcome 
" to any Book in your Study, as if the whole 
" Colleftion was his own. That if, on a 
" Vifit from fome Acquaintance of fuperior 
^* Rank, He ihould wifti to be accommodated 
" with a more delicate Entertainment than 
^* ufual J the Produ(5lions of your Waters, 
" and of your Hot-beds, were intirely at his 
" Service. And that his Acceptance of your 
^' Offers, without the leaft Shynefs or Referve, 
" wQuld be the moft pleafmg Compliment, 
" He could pay You on the Occafion." 

What fays the great PROPRIETOR of aU 
Good } If any Marty however upworthy his 
Perfon, or obnoxious his Charafter, thirjli 
thirft for the Bleflings of my evangelical King- 
dom j 
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dom J let Him come unto me^ the Fountain of 
thefe living Waters, and drink his Fill*. — You 
Yourfelf acknowledge, that You long for the 
facrcd Privileges of the Grofpel. Your Heart 
is awakened into habitual and lively Defires 
after the Salvation of CHRIST. What is 
this but, in the fpiritual Senfe, to thirft ? To 
You therefore the Promife is made. To You 
the Riches of this benign DifpcnfationWong. 

That Clergyman has not the leaft Sufpicion 
of being difappointed, in cafe He ihould fend 
for a Brace of Carp from your Canal, or a 

fine Melon from your Garden. ^Why is He 

fo confident ? Becaufe He has done You any 
iignal Service ? No j but becaufe You have 
paired your Word, and made the generous 

Offer. And why fhould You harbour the 

leaft Doubt, concerning the Divine Veracity ? 
Why fhould You call in queftion your Right 
to thefe heavenly Treafures ? Since it is found- 
ed on a Grant, altogether as free, altogether 
as clear J as your own indulgent Conceflion s 
and infinitely more ^dw, than any human 
Engagement. Founded on the Fidelity of that 
fublime BEING, who " remembers his Cove- 
•* nant and Promife to a thoufand Genera- 
tf tions." 

Tber, It is impoffible to confute, yet diffi- 
cult to believe, what You urge, 

vij. 37, 
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Afi>. What I urge, is not of the Voice of a 
few dubious Paflages, nicely culled from the 
Book of GOD, or forcibly wrefted by the 
Interpretation of Man. The whole Tenour 
of Infpiration runs, with the greatcft Peifpi- 
cuity, and the greateft Uniformity, in this de* 
lightfiil Strain. — Let me, out of a Multitude, 
produce another Exprefs from the Court of 
Heaven. Ho! every One that thirjieth^ come 
Te to the Waters^ even He that hath no Money. 
Come Te^ buy and eat : yea ; come^ buy Wine and 
Milk^ ivitbaut Money and without Price *.— - 
fVine and Milky undoubtedly (ignify the Par- 
don of our Sins, and die Juftification of our 
Perfons ; the Communications of fanftifying 
Grace, and the Hope of eternal Glory, Thefc 
are nourifhing and refrefliing to the Soul^ as 
Milk the richeft of Foods, and as Wine the 
beft of Cordials, are to the Body. Thefet 
You fee, are to be obtained, without Money ^ 
and without Price : without any Merit of our 
own ; without any Plea deduced from Our-* 
felves ; by poor, undone, perifhing Bankrupts^ 
—They are to be enjoyed by every One^ that 
unfeigncdly efteems them, and earncftly feeks 
them. No Exception is made. No exclufivc 
Claufc added. It is not faid. Whoever is war-- 
thy, but whoever will, let Him take of the 
Water of Life freely f. — ^To leave no Room 

for 



302 D I A L O G U E XV. 

and far more inviolable, than any royal Pa- 
tent? — Efpecially, fince it has been fealed to 
Us, in every facramental Ordinance ; and wit- 
nefled by every good Motion of the HOLY 
SPIRIT in our Hearts. 

Tber. My Servant never affronted my Au- 
thority. If He had vilified my Charafter, or 
infuited my Perfon, (hould I then have been 
inclined to make the fame advantageous Set- 
tlement ? 

jifp. Herein appears the infinite Superiority 
of this divine Bounty. GOD is ridi in Mercy, 
not only to the Obedient and Grateful, but to 
the Unthankful and Unworthy. To the LORD 
our GOD J fays the Prophet, belong Mercies and 
Forgivenejfes ; in Mcafurc fuperabundant, and 
in Continuance unwearied. And this, notwitb- 
Jianding We have offended Him, by our mani- 
fold Failures in Duty. Nay, have rebelled * 
againjl him^ by flagrant Violations of his Law. 

In 

• Dan. ix. 9. The Original is ^J'nO than which no Ex- 
preffion, in the Hebrew Language, bears a more obnoxious 
Significatipn. It denotes the mod audacious and the moft 
Jtagitiom Impiety. It denotes that Rebellion^ which is as the 
SinofJPltchcrafi'y and that Stubberrmefs, which is as the Jm- 
quity ofldQlatry. Yet, all virulent and execrable as it is, 
it does not fupprcfs the Yearnings of divine Pity, nor fuper- 
fcde the Exercife of divine Forgivenefs. — With a Word de- 
rived from the fame Root, SanU when exafperated almoft to 
Madnefs, upbraids Jonathan. And we know, Perfons ib 
extremely incenfed, never fpeak in the fofteft Terms ; never 
touch the Subjeft with a Feather, but make their Tongue 
like a ibarp Sword, 

May 
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In fwcet Concert with this prophetical Lef- 
fon, fings the tranfported Ffalmift'/thouy LORD, 
in thy facred Humanity, baft afcended up on high : 
afccnded, from the low Caverns of the Tomb, to 
the higheft Throne in the higheft Heavens,- — 
^hou hafi led Captivity captive : haft aboliflied 
Death, that univerfal Tyrant 5 and fubdued 
thofc Powers of Darknefs, which had inflaved - 
the whole World. — Like a glorious ^W trium- 
phant Conqueror, Thou haft alfo received Gifts ; 
not merely for thy own Fruition, hut to con- 
fer on Others, by way of honorary and inrich- 
ingLargenefs. — ^What are thofe Gifts, I'beront 
tber. The Gifts of the Gofpel, i fuppofe r 
Pardon of Sin, the Influences of the Holy 
Spirit, and thofe other Privileges of Cbrifti^ 
anity\ which conftitute the prefent Happinefs 
of Mankind, and prepare them for future 
BUfs. 

Af^. Yoii rightly judge. — And for whom 
were thefe royal, thefe heavenly Donatives re- 
ceived? 

Tber. 

May I venture to add ? That our Tranflatora feem to 
miftake the proper Application of the afore- mentioned Paf- 
fage. They reprefent SauFs Inve£tive, flying as wide of the 
Mark, as it is over-charged with Malice. — Son of the perverfe 
rebellious iVoman I This might be aflerted, without the leaft 
Impeachment of yonathan^s perfonai Loyalty. — Befides, is it 
not exccflivcly indecent, as well as abiblutely unreafonable, 
to refledl upon the Mother, for the Mifdemeanours of the 
Son ? — Surely, the Claufe (hould be rendered, in perfect 
Confiftence with the Genius of the Original j Thou Son of 
ferverje Rebellion j or, m«re agreeably to the Englijh Idiom, 
Thou perverfe r<b<Uious JVreUh ! I Sam, xx. 30. 
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Tber, Let me recoiled — I'hou receivedjl Gifts 

— not for fallen Angels, h\x\,for Men And 

not for thy Friends, but for thy Enemies — ^yea, 
for the Rebellious alfo *. — Merciful Heaven ! 
What a Word is this ! And does it come from 
the G O D of Truth ? — Gifts ! Divine Gifts ! 
Gifts of unfpeakable Value, and eternal Dura- 
tion! And thefe to be conferred on Enemies, 
on the Rebellious ! Wretches who were dcfti- 
tute of all gracious Qualifications ; who deferv- 
ed not the leaft Favour ; but had Reafon to ex- 
pcft the Frowns of Indignation, and the Sword 
of Vengeance! 

Ajp. Thus it is written, in thofe facred Con- 
ftitutions J which are far more ftedfaft and un- 
alterable, than the Law of the Medes iand Per^ 

fans. Thus it is fpoken, by the Mouth of 

that almighty BEING; with whom there is 
no Variablenefs, nor the leaft Shadow of Turn- 
ing.-^Let Us not, my dear Friend, by unrea- 
fonable Unbelief, fraftrate all thefe Promifes, 
and rejeft our own Mercies. Let us not, by 
an evil Heart of Unbelief, make GOD aLyar; 
and make Ourfelves, of all Creatures, moft 
miferable. 

But fee ! — The Clouds, that hung their a- 
greeable Sables, to damp the Ardour, and a- 
bate the Glare of Day, are departing. The 

*^ Sun 
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Sun has been colouring their fleecy Skirts, and 
fpreading over the floating Screen a Variety of 
interchangeable Hues. Now He begins to edge 
them with Gold, and Ihine them into Silven 
A fure Indication, that (like the glittering^ but 
tranfit^ry Toys, they reprefent) they will foon 
be fw^t from the Horizon, and fcen no more* 
— — Tne bright Orb, while We are fpeaking, 
burfls the Veil ; and, from a voluminous Pomp 
of parting Clouds, pours a Flood of Splendor 
over all the Face x>f Nature. — ^We (hall quick-^ 
ly perceive this open Situation, too hot to con- 
fift with Pleafure : and muft be obliged to feek 
for Shelter, in the fhady Apartments of the 
Houle. 

Will you admit me, T^eron^ into thofe fhady 
Apartments ? May I hope to obtain this Fa- 
vour? 

^ber. Hope to obtain I Afpafio ! 1 am fur- 

prifed at your Queftion* I thought You had 
known me better : and am forry, it fhould be 
needful to affiire You, that my Houfe is as 
much your own, as it is mine. The more 
freely You command it, the more highly you 
will oblige me. 
. Afp. May I believe You, T^hpron ? Do you 
fpeak from your Heart ? Or muft I conclude, 
that You plaufibly profefs, what You have no 

Intention to perform ? Would you be 

pleafed, if I fhould obflinately perfift in thefe 

Vol. Ill- X difho- 
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difhonourable Sufpicions, iiotwithftanding aH 
your friendly Proteftations ? 

T'her. My dear AJpafio^ I fee your Deiign. I 
iee, and am afhamed. Afhamed to thinks that 
I fhould fanfy myfelf more pundual in my 
Profeffions, than G O D is true to his Word. 

LOR D, I believe. Hilp I'bou mine Un^ 

ielief! 
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U R Friends had agreed upon 
making a Vifit to Pbiknor. They 
rode through a fine> open, fruits 
ful Country. Which was covered 
with Crops of ripened Com ; and 
occupied by fevcral Parties of Ruftics, gather- 
ing in the copious Harveft. 

The Rye^ white and hoary as it were with 
Age^ waved its bearded Billows, and gave a 

dry hufky Ruftle before the Breeze. Thei 

Wheats laden with Plenty, and beautifully 
brown, hung the heavy Head j and invited, 
by its bending Pofture, the Reaper's Hand. 
Platts oi Barley^ and Acres of Oats y flood white 
or whitening in the Sun. Upright, and per- 
feflly even, as though the Gardener's Shears 
had clipped them at the Top, they gratified 
the Spectator's Eye, but gladdened the Farmer's 

X 2 Heart. 
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Heart. Beans^ partly clad in native Green, 

partly transformed and tawny with the parch- 
ing Ray, were preparing the laft Employ for 

the crooked Weapon. Some of the Grain 

lay flat, in regular Rows, on the new-made 
Stubble. Some was drefted, in graceful Shocks, 
along the briftly Ridges. Some, conveyed home- 
wards on the loaded Waggon, nodded over the 
groaning Axle. 

The Villages feemed to be empty, and all their 
Inhabitants poured into the Plains. Here were 
Perfons of each Sex, and of every Age.—— 
The lufty Toutbsy Hooping to their Work, plied 
the Sickle j or fwept, with their Scythes, the 

falling Ranks. The buxom Lajfes followed, 

binding the Handfuls into Sheaves, or piling 
the Swarths into hafty Cocks.— ^Dilperfed up 
and down were the C&/ii/rf» of the Needy, glean- 
ing the fcattered Ears, and picking their fcanty 
Harveft. — Nor were the o/c/People abfent j but 
crawling into the Sun, or fitting on a fhady 
Eminence, they beheld the Toils — ^the pleating 
Toils they once fuftained. 

This is the mofl: joyful Period of the Coun- 
tiyman's Life ; the long expefted Crown of 
all his Labours. For this. He broke the ihlb- 
born Glebe, and manured the impoveriihed 
Soil. For this, He bore the fultry Beams of 
Summer, and (hnmk not from the pinching 
Blafts of Winter* For this> He toiled away 

the 
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the Year, in a Round of ceafelefs but willing 
Adlivity. Knowing, that the Hujbandman mufl 
labour J before He partakes of the Fruits *.— - 
And will not the blefied Hope of everlafting 
Life 5 will not the bright Expeftation of con- 
fummate Blifs» animate Us with an equally 
chcarfulRcfolution, both to refift the Tempta- 
tions, and difcharge the Duties of our pre- 
fent State ? 

Short fcemed the Way, and quick pafled the 
Time, as they traveled through fuch Scenes of 
rural Abundance, and rural Delight. Be- 
fore they were aware, the Horfes flopped at 
Pbiknors Seat. Where they found, to their 
no finall Difappointment, that the Mafter was 
gone abroad. They alighted however, and 
took a Walk in the Gardens. 

The Gardens, at proper Intervals, and in 
well-chofen Situations, were interfperfed with 
Pieces of Statuary. At the Turn of a Corner, 
You are -— not fliocked with a naked Gladia- 
tor, or a beaftly Pr/tf/^w-— but agreeably fur- 
prifed with the Image of I'ul/y. He feems to 

be 

* 2 77m. ii. 6. Beza thinks, that in fettling the Conftruc- 
tion of this Verfe, the Adverb trpwloy (hould be conncfted 
with the Participle xoxDriwvla. If fo, the Tranflation exhibited 
above, may bid fair for Acceptance ; and, one of the moft 
celebrated Hiftorians, may have the Honour of commenting 
on the grcateft of the Apoftles ; Nop illi falft funty qui divert 
fiffimas Res expeSiani^ Ignavite Voluttatem^ & Prctmia Vir* 
tutis. Saluft. They are, beyond all Difpute, moft egregioufly 
miftaken, who hope to unite thofe incompatible 1 hings, 
the Pleafures of Indolence, and the Rewards of Induftry. 

X3 
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be juft rifen from his Seat, and upon the Point 
of addrefling Himfelf to fome important Ora- 
tion. A reverential Awe appears in his Coun- 
tenance; like one fenfible, that he is to plead 
before the Rulers of the World. Sedate, at the 
fame time, and coUefled in Himfelf s like one 
confcious of Aiperior Eloquence, and embold- 
ened by the Juftice of his Caufe* His thought- 
ful Afpeft, and gracefully expanded Arm, fpeak 
to the Eye, before the Tongue has uttered a 
Syllable, 

You enter an Alley, lined on either Side with 
a verdant Fan ; and having no Variety of Ob- 
jc£ls to diverfify the intermediate Space, your 
View is condufted to a magnificent Building 
at the End. As You walk along, contemplat- 
ing the mafterly Performance in Architefturc, 
an unexpected Opening diverts your Attention; 
and prefents You with fome fine Imitation of 
virtuous or heroic Life.— Not the Macedonian 
Madman s nor Sweden's royal Knight-errant ; 
nor Cafavy infamoufly renowned for his flaugh- 
tered Millions j but the truly gallant Czar. A 
drawn Sword in his Hand, and a command- 
ing majeftic Stemnefs on his Brow, The Wea- 
pon is held in the moft menacing Pofture j 
and many a Spedlatolr has been obferved to 
ftart back, with Apprehenfions of Fear. It is 
that glorioufly fevere Attitude, in which the 
gratefiil Citizens of Narda beheld Him, and 

in 



DIALOGUE XVt 311 

in which all Pofterity will admire Him ; when 
He turned upon his own v]£torious» but un* 
governable Troops, and thi'eatened to drench 
the Dagger in their Hearts, if they did not im«> 
mediately defift from Rapine ^ and Slaughter; 
immediately allow Quarter to their vanquifhed 
Foes, 

Under a circular Dome, fupported by Pillars 
of the Doric Order, and in a Spot where fe- 
veral Walks center, ftands — ^not the Fenus a 
Medici Si corrupting, while it captivates, the 
World— but a Spartan Mother- Her Habit 
decent and venerable j fomewhat like the Jun^ 
Matrona of the Romans^ as She is finely depic^ 
tured in Mr. SpencisPcfymttis. Her Air flately 
and refblved; exprelfive of Dignity, yet mingled 
with Softnefs* She holds a Shield : is in the 
very Aft 6i delivering it to her Sort ; a Youth, 
fetting out for the Army, and going to hazard 
his Life, in the Defence of his Country. She 
is fuppofed to add that fpiritedv and magna- 
nimous Exhortation, which is engraven on the 
Protuberance of the Buckler — ^ ray, n iTrt rafr 
— Bring it iacif fny Sony as thy trophy ; or^ be 
brought back upon it, as thy Bier. 

I 

♦ " As foon as th« Soldiers were Mafters of the Town, 
«* fM?rvtf) they fell to Plunder, and gave themfelvcs up to 
•* the moft enormous Barbarities. The Czar ran from Place 
" to Place, to put a ftop to the Diforder and Maflicrc He 
** was even obliged to kill with his own Hand feveral Muf- 
** covitfs, who did not hearken to his Orders." 

Foltain's Hift. Charl. XII. 

x + 
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I am paiticularly plcafed, faid Tberofgy with 
the Contrivance of this laft Ornament. It is 
regulated by one of the moft refined Rules of 
Art ; not to lavifh away all the Beauty at a 
fingle View, but to make a ikilful Referve for 

fome future Occafion. The Dome and the 

Columns afford Pleafure, when beheld at a 
confiderable Diftance. The fine Figure in the 
midft difplays its Graces, on a nearer Approach. 
By which means, the Attention is kept awake, 
and the Entertainment continues new. 

But what I principally admire, is the l^irit 
or Style of the Decorations in general. They 
put me in mind of a v^y juft Remark, which 
Mr. Pope has fomewhere made. It is, if I re- 
member right, to this Efieft.— ^' AMaii not 
^* only fhews his Tafte, but his Vutue, in the 
*^ Choice of his Ornaments. A proper Piece of 
^* Hiftory, reprefented in Painting on a rich 
♦* Man's Walls, (or exhibited in Imagery amidfi 
^^ bis Gardens) is very often a better Leflbn, 
** than any He could teach by his ConverfaT 
** tion. In this Senfe, the Stones may be faid 
^* tp fpeak, when Men cannot, or will not." 
r— All but the comparative or fatyrital Part of 
theObfervation, I would apply to the Profpeft 
before Us, and its worthy Owner. 

Afp. Pbiknors Gardens, I think, arc more 
chafte and delicate in their Ornaments, than a 
Ccruin collegiate Churcb. In the latter Place, 
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Wc might reafonably cxpeft a Purity and a 
Decoram, if We fhould not meet with the 
Symbols of Piety and Incitements to Religion. 
—What would a judicious Obferver fay, if, in 
one of thofe folemn and venerable Edifices, He 
(hould fee a huge brawny Fellow ftuck up 
againft the Wall } with his Pofteriors half bare ; 
Jus whole Body more than half naked ; and in 
an Attitude none of the moft decent*?—— 
Excofe me, T^beron. I confefs myfelf afhamed 
of the Defcription. How then can the Spec- 
tacle become the Houfe of Divine Worfhip ? 

n^er. But perhaps this fame brawny Fellow 
may reprefent a Heathen Demigod ; one of the 
Idpls worfhipped by Antiquity; the tutelary 
Deity of Falour. 

AJp. 

* Referring tD the Monument, lately ere£ted for Major 
General Fl]kmminc> in Weftmnfter- Abbey. Where, un- 
der the General's Buft, are placed Hercules ^nd Pallas. Her- 
eulesy with his Club and Lyon's Skin, in the Manner related 
above. Pallas ^ with a Mirrour and a Serpent 4t her Side.— ^ 
As this Church has been the Burial Place of the moft illuf- 
trious Perfonages, for many Centuries ; as it is the Place, 
where ^// our Kings receive their Crowns, and/w^wiy ofdicm 
depoflt their Afhes ; as it is Angularly eminent for its Anti- 
quities and Monuments \ there is a large Refort both of Na- 
tives and Foreigners^ to view its grand and awful Curiofities, 
WhatiBvcr, therefore, is erefted in 4n Edifice fo diftinguiQied, 
(hould not only have an Air of Elegance in the Execution, 
but a Beauty of HoUnefs in theDefign. — It was thought, by 
a very fine and a very candid Writer, that mere Impropriety 
of Taile, in ornamenting one of the Monuments, called for 
bis Cenfure. Surelj then a Violation of Decency^ and an 
Approach to Pagantfmy c^l more loudly for public Animad- 
irerfion^j aqd propqr Refori^ation. See Spe^. Vol. I. N ^ ;i6. 
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AJp. And will this juftify the Praftice ? Docs 
not this add Profanenefs to Immodefty ? Are 
We CbriJHans to thank Hercules for the Valour 
of our Warriors, and make our Acknowledg- 
ments to Pallas for the Conduft of our Gene- 
rals ? Shall We Cbriftiam behold with Admira- 
tion, or recognize as our Benefaftors, what 
the Apoftle has ftigmatized under the Charac- 
ter of Devils * ? 

If HE, who overthrew the Tables of the 
Money-changers, had taken a Walk in thefe 
famous Cloyfters, I am apt to fufpeft, He 
would have paid no very agreeable Gompli- 
ment to this fine Piece of Statuary, ^ake thefe 
things bencey would probably have been his 
Command ; and, make not the PrecinSis ofymr 
Temple a Chamber g/* Pagan Imagery^ his Re- 
buke -f-. — ^Neither is it at aU unlikely, that the 
Jmage itfelf, notwithftanding its inimitable 
Workmanfhip, might have (hared the Fate of 
its Kinfman Dagony 



'When the captive Ark 



Mainid his brute Image^ Head and Hands 

lopfdoff 
In bis own "Tempky on the Groundfell Edge 
When He Jell fiat, andJham'dhisWorJhippersX. 

Tber. But how Ihould the Artift reprefent 
the great Atchievemcnts and the fhining Qua- 
lities 

♦ I Ccr. X. 2«, ijohn ii. 16. t Milm^ B. I. 458/ 
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lities of his Hero, if You will not allow Him 
to make ufe of xhtkjignifkant Emblems ? 

AJp. I queftion, whether they are fo very 
fignificant. The Mirrour feems to charac- 
terize a Fop, rather than, a Soldier. It leads 
Us to think of a foft NarciJfuSy admiring Him- 
felfs rather than a fagacious General, planning 

the Operations of the Campaign. Befules > 

is facred Literature fo deftitute of proper Em- 
blems, that We muft borrow the Decorations 
of our Churches and the Trophies of our Con- 
querors, from the Dreams of Superftition or 
the Delufions of Idolatry ? How juft and ex- 
preffive are thofe emblematical Reprefentations, 
exhibited in Ezekieh Vifion ! Where Aftivity 
and Speed arc fignified by Hands in Conjunc- 
tion with Wings ; and the deep, the compli*^ 
cated, yet ever harmonious Schemes of Pro- 
vidence, by a Wheel in the Middle of a Wheel. 
With what Propriety and Force are the nobleft 
Endowments piftured, in the Revelations of 
St. John, and their grand Machinery! Superior 
Wifdom and Benevolence of Heart, are de^ 
fcribed by the Face of a Man; Strength of 
Mind and Intrepidity of Spirit, by the Vifage 
of a Lion ; Calmnefs of Temper and indefa- 
tigable Application, by the Features of an Ox; 
a penetrating Difcemment, and an expedi- 
tious Habit of afting, by the Form of a jly^ 
ing Eagle ♦. 

Tbefe 

♦ RiV. iv. ;• 



\ 
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Thefe Hieroglyphics are graceful, are perti- 
nent, and fuch as every Speftator will under- 
ftand. Whereas, the Devices of our new mo- 
numental Encomium are, I fear, to the Un- 
learned hardly intelligible; to the Serious, 
little better than profane ; and to every Be- 
holder, indelicate if not immodeft. — Pbilenor^ 
I imagine, would blufh to admit them into 
his Walks or Avenues. And I am forry^ to 
find them received into the moft antient *, 
moft renowned, and moft frequented Church 
in the Kingdom. 

Talking in this Manner, they come to a 
curious Grove, formed on that uncommon Plan, 
propofed by Mr* Addijon^ in one of his SpeSia- 

tors. ^It confifted wholly oi Evergreens. Firs, 

clad in verdant Silver, pointed their refmous 
Leaves, and {hot aloft their towering Canes. 
luiurek, arrayed ingloffy Green, fpread their 
ample Foliage, and threw abroad their ramb- 
ling Boughs. — Bay^trees were expanded into a 
Fan, that no Weather could tamifh ; or round- 
ed into a Column, that knew not how to moul- 
der. While the Laurti/linus ran out into a beau- 
tiful 

♦ Some Antiquarians trace back the Origin of this Church, 
even to the Reign of Ludus, Which is more than the Space 
of 1500 Years. Others fuppofe, that Sebert^ Kin^ of the 
EaJl'Saxonsy about the Year of our LORD 605, built the 
firil religious StruAure on this Spot. All agree, that it was 
re-edified and inlarged by Edward the Confijir ; and that 
the prefent ftately and magnificent Fabric, was founded by 
Henry the third. 
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tiful Irregularity of Shape ; and compared her 
reddening Gems, in order to unfold her whiten- 
ing Bloom. — In one Place lay a Dale, gently 
finking, and coated with the Chamomiles natur^ 
Frieze ; which never changes its Colour, never 
lofes its Glofs. Near it, and fcooped. You 
would imagine, from the fame Hollow, arofe 
a Mount, foftly fwelling, and fhagged with 
Furze ; gay with perennial Verdure, and ge- 
nerally decked with golden Bloflbms. — Here, 
You arc led through a ferpentine Walk, and 
Hedges of Box-, and find, perhaps, a folitary 
Pyramid or a capacious Urn, each compofed 
of unfading Tew. There You look through 
a flxait Alley, fenced on either Side, and arch- 
ed over Head, with mantling Pbilirea', and 
fee, at the Extremity, an Obelilk (heathed in 
Ivyy and ornamented with fable Clufters, as 
with Wreaths of living Sculpture. — Scattered 
up and down, were feveral Sorts of Holfyi 
fome ftriped with White; fome fpotted with 
Yellow ; fome preparing to brighten and beau- 
tify the Scene, with Berries of glowing Scar- 
let* 

The Heads of the Trees, arifing one above 
another, in a gradual Slope, from the diminu- 
tive Mazercan to the lofty Cyprefs ; the feve- 
ral Shadings of their green Attiie, greatly di- 
verfified, and judicioufly intermixed j afford, 
elpecially in the Winter-rfeafon, a moft m- 

liveticd 
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livened and hvely Profpeft. — As the Sun-fhinc 
is, by the Frequenters of this Grove, ufually 
more coveted than the Shade ; it is fo difpofed, 
as to admit, in one Part or another, every 
Gleam of fine Weather, which exhilarates the 
Winter. 

Afp. There muft be fomething unfpeakably 
pleafing in a Plantation, which appears lively 
and fruitful, when all its Neighbours of the 
Woodland Race, are barren, bleak, or dead. 
But, how much more chearing and delightful 
muft it be j when decrepit Age, or bodily In- 
fiimities, have impaired the Vigour, and laid 
wafte the Gratifications of our youthfiil Prime; 
to find a folid undecaying Pleafure, in the Fa- 
vour of GOD, and the Hope of Glory ! — Now 
indeed the feathered Tribes refort to the more 
flowing Umbrage of the Poplar and the Afh. 
But amidft Decembers Cold, You fhall ob&rve 
them forfaking the leafkfs Woods, and flock- 
ing to this friendly Receptacle ; hopping acrofs 
the funny Walks, or fheltering themfelves, in 
the wet and ftormy Day, under thefe trufty 
Boughs. So, the many thoughtlefs Creatures, 
that turn their Back upon Religion, amidft the 
foft and foothing Carefles of Profperity ; will 
want, extremely want, its pvereign SupportSy 
und^r the fharp and diftreffing Ailaults of Ad- 
verfity, Sicknefs, and Death, ^This Collec- 
tion, it is true, may not equal the Groves of 

annual 
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annual Verdure, in Floridity of Drefs; but it 
far exceeds them, in the Duration of its Or- 
naments, Ere long, yonder fhewy Branches 
will be ftript of their Holiday Clothes : where- 
as, tbefe will retain their Honours, when tbofe 
are all Rags or Nakednefs. Thus will it be 
with every Refuge for our poor, imperfeft, 
iinful SouLs; excepting only the Righteoufnels 
oi out LORD JESUS CHRIST. Every 
Thing dfe will fade as a Leaf^. This, my 
Tberon^ ajid this alone is an Evergreen : always 
free for our Acceptance, and always efFe£lual 
to favc. 

Timber. An Evergreen it is. But, like the ruddy 
and golden Fruits, which hang on the upper- 
moft Boughs of thofe lofty Trees in the 
Orchard, it leems to be quite out of my 
Reach. 

Afp. Arc You fenfible. That You need this 
immaculate and perfect Righteoufhefs of our 
SAVIOUR? 

TT)er. Was Jonah fenfible, how much He 
needed the cooling Shelter of his Gourd; 
when the Sun finote fiercely upon his Temples, 
and all the Fervours of the fiery Eafl: were 
glowing around Him? — So is your "Tberon 
fenfible, that, without a far better Righteouf- 
nefs than his own. He mufl: inevitably be con- 
demned by the Sentence of the Law, and can- 
not fland before the high and holy GOD. 
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Afp. Remember then what our LORD fays to 
fuch Perfons ; Come unto me^ all ye that are weary 
and heavy laden^ and I will give you Reji *. — ^How 
gracious is the Invitation ! Come unto mej the 
Giver of every good Gift, and tfc overflowmg 
Source of Happinefs. — How extenjhe is the Of- 
fer ! All that are weary under the Servitude of Sin, 
and heavy laden with the Burden of Guilt. ALL 
thefc are called, and Touy my Friend, in the 
Number. They have, not a Ticket, a Bond, or 
fome inferior Pledge of Affurance ; but they 
have a Promife^ from Faithfulnefs and Truth 
itfelf. / will give them Rejly fays the Strength 
of Ifrael; whofe Will is Fate, and his Word 
the Bafis of the Univerfe.— And if CHRIST 
will give You Reft ; He will wafti You in that 
Blood, which atones; and inveft You with 
that Righteoufnefs, which juftifies. Since no- 
thing ihort of thefe Mercies, can afford true 
Satisfaflion to the awakened Confcience. 

Permit me to aik farther — Do you eameftly 
defire this Righteoufnefs ? 

Tber. Will yonder Hirelings, when fatigued 
with the Heat and Burden of a long, labori- 
ous, fultryDay, defire the Shades of the Even- 
ing, and the Repofe of the Night? — I can 
truly, on this Occafion, adopt the Words of 
the Prophet; The Defire of my Soul is to thy 
Name f , Weffed JESUS, and to the Rmem- 
brance of thy Righteoufnefs. The very Men- 

tion 
• MaiU xi. 28. t Vei. xxvi. 8« 
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tion of this fpotlefs Righteoufnds is Mufic to 
niy Ears. Every frefh, though diftant Dif- 
covery of it, gleams Pleafure upon my Mind. 
And that would be a bleffed Day, a Day. 
greatly to be diftinguiftiedj which fhould bring 
it near to my View, and borne to my Soul. 

jfj>. Behold! fays the SAVIOUR of the 
World, Ijland at the Door^ and knock. If any 
Man hear my Voice ^ and open the Door^ I will, 
come in unto Himy and will fup with Himy and 
He with me *.— ^Have you not fometimesj The-^ 
ron^ been overtaken by the dark and tempef^ 
tuous Night? When, chilled with Cold, and 
almoft drowned in the Rain, You arrived late 
at the Houfe of fome valued Friend, was Yoa 
not willing to gain Admittance ? Perhaps, 
You thought every Moment an Hour, till the 
hofpitable Do6r opened : till you exchanged the 
difinal Gloom, and the driving Storm, for the 
chearful Light and the amiable Company 

within. ^The adored IMMANUEL pro- 

fefTes Himfelf equally willing to come unto 
' You, who hearken to his Voice, and confcnt 
to his Overtures. Equally willing to make 
his Abode with You ; to manifeft his Glories 
in You ; and communicate his Merits to You. 

All which will be refrejhing to the fmful 

Soul, as the moft fumptuous Banquet to the 
famifhed Stomach and craving Appetite. 

T^her, 
* Rev, iii. 20. 
Vol. III. Y 
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T'bcr. I cannot open my Heart. 

jifp. CHRIST has the Key of David. He 
t^metby and none can Jbkt ; He Jhuttetb^ and 
none can open *. And what fays this all-power-^ 
ful REDEEMER ? Who does wbatfoever pleafetb 
Him^ in Heaiven and Eartb, in tbe Sea, and in 
all deep Places^ even in the Depths of the hu- 
man Heart. Bkfed are tbey^ tbat hunger and 
tbirji after Righteoufnefs, for they fhall be filled^. 
•*— Since You hunger after the Righteoufiiefiy 
and thirft for the Spirit, of the crucified holy 
JESUS y Hehimfelf has pronounced You bkjed. 
He himfelf has engaged^ You fhall etycy the 
Defire of your Soxil ; and not barely enjoy, but 
enjoy it abundantly. You fhall be flled^ filled 
with the Fruits of the everlafling Gofpel ; be 
enriched with your REDEEMER'S Obedience, 
and adorned with hi$ Image.-^-Then be not^ 
my dear Theron^ be not faithlefs, but believ*- 
ing. 

Tber. This I believe, Afpafio^^Th^it I am a 
loft Sinner; under the Curfc of the Law, 
and liable to the Wrath of GOD. That 
there is no Relief for my Diflrefs, but in 
CHRIST and his tranfcendent Merits. HE, 
and He alone, is able to fave me from my Guilt, 
and all its difnral Train of Miferies. He is a 
SAVIOUR fully proportioned to my Wants > 
exactly fuited to my feveral Neceffiticsj— ^I 

believe, 
♦ RiV. iii. ;• -f Matt. v. 6f 
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believe, and am perfuaded. That, if I was 
interefted in the Divine JESUSy my Soul 
ihouldlive. ^ 

A^. Be perfuaded likewife, That there is 
no clogging Qualification, no Worth toi)fe pof* 
ie&d, no Duty to be peiformed, in order to 
your full Partidpation of CHRIST" and his 
Riches. Only believe, and they are all your 
own. CHRIS t dwelktb in our Hearts-^ 
How? By legal Works, and laborious Pre- 
requifites? No; but iy Faitb^. He that be^ 
lieveth on the SON, bat h a chimerical ? far 
from it ; a real and a fubftantial Happinefs i 
even everlajling Life -f*. 

7&r. Ah 1 my AJpafio I I cannot believe. I 
feel my Impotency. My Mind is, as You for<» 
merly hinteid, like the withered Arm. 

Afp. It is no fmall Advantage, T^beron^ to 
be convinced of oxnt Inability in this Refpeft. 
This is, if not the Beginning of Faith, the 
Sign of its Approach ; and Ihews it to be, if 
not in the Soul, yet at the very Doot.-?— Fear 
not, my Friend. He that bids You ^etch 
out, will ftrengthen the withered Anb, He 
firft makes Us fenlible of our Weakftefe, and 
Xhta fulfils all tbe good Pie afire of his Willy and 
4be Work of Faith with Power %. 

Can You doubt of his WilUngnefs ? Then 
^o to Mount Calvary, ^bere liften to tbe Sound-- 

ing 

♦ Efh, iii. 17. t y$bn iii. 36. % a Tbef i. i u 

Y z 
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yai will plcafe to remember, that Sinners arc 
iaui ^betieve^ not through their own Ability, 
but thi-ough the Aids of Grace*. And You 
will permit me to alk. How you became ac- 
quainted with my Notion of Faith ? 

Tber. t am not fo inattentive a Reader of 
your Letters, as to forget your Definiti(Hi of 
this momentous Article. Faitby you fay, is 
« A real Perfuafion, that the blefied ^^£5 175 
^ has fhed his Bloody^r iw, and fuffilled ail 
" Righteoufnefs in my Stead: that, through 
" this great Atonement and glorious Obedi- 
•* ence, He has purchafed even for my finfiil 
" Soul, Reconciliation with GOD, fanftify- 
" ing Grace, and all fpiritual Bleffings -f-.** 

j4^. I am obliged to you, T'berrm, for the 
Honour You do my Letter; and I hc^, You 
will pay an equal Regard to the Detcrmma- 
tion of our Church. You ona apprehended, 
that my Attachment to the Church of Eng^ 
iand was unfettled and wavering. Judge now, 
who has moft thoroughly imbibed her Doc- 
trines, and is moft invariably tenacious of her 
time Interefts. — In the firft Part of the Homily 
concerning the Sacrament, We have this De- 
finition of Faith 5 " It is a Belief, not only 
« that the Death of C Hi? 75 T is available 
** for the Remiffion of Sins, and Reconcilia- 
*^ tion with GOD, but alfo that He made a 

" full 

* Aifs xviii. 27, t See Letter X, 
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^ fuU and fufficient Sacrifice ^r Thee^ a {life 
« feet Clcanfmg for thy Sim *. So that^SS 
^' mayft fay with the Apoftie, That he loved 
" Thee, and gave Himfelf for Thee." 

My Notion oi Faith, You fee, is evidently 
the Voice of the EflablilQinient ; and, I thinks 
it gives Us a clear intelligible Senie, fuited to 
the mod common Acceptation of the Word« 
Such as would naturally ariie in the Mind of 
a Stranger, who, without any Bia(s on his 
Judgment, (houid inquire into tlie Purport 
of our Religion, or confider the Language of 
our Bible. 

Tber. How fuited to the moft common Ac^ 
cepttUicm of the Word ? 

j^. When You fent a M^flage to your 
Tenant*~who, in his lafl Sickneis, exprdled 
ib much Uneafineis on account of his numer-^ 
ous Family, and embarrafled Circumftances 
-^— -afliiring Him, that you had cancelled the 
B<md, and forgiven his Debt. When Yoa 
told the poor Womanr— ^whofe Huiband fell 
from tlie loaded Waggon, and broke both his 
Legs — that you would order a Surgeon to at«. 
tend Him, and would continue his weekly 
Pay. How did they regard, how receive your 
promifed Kindnefs ? So let Us credit the gra- 
cious Declarations of our GOD; fo accept his 

bene- 

♦ Anfwerable to this, was the Dodrine of the primitive 
Church ^ ti '^'(^(^ iiiQirwuxi rov 0€ov. Cbryjoji* 

Y4 
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beneficent Offers j and then we fliall anfwer the 
Import of the Word — then we fhall truly believe ^ 

T'ber. I named the Objedl of my Compaffion 
in one of the Inftances, and made a perfonal 
Application in the other. Neither of which 
is done in the Scriptures. 

Afp. Though We are not particularly nam- 
ed, yet We are very exaftly defcribed, by our 
Family^ our Inclination^ our PradHce. — ^What 
fays eternal Wifdom, when fhe makes a Ten- 
der of her ineftimable Bleffings ? To Touy O 
Men, not to fallen Angels, I call; and my Voice 
is to the Sons of Men *. — What fays the holy Apo-^ 
ftle, when He publifhes the Counfels of Heaven ? 
T'Ais is a faithful Sayingy and worthy of all Accep- 
tation, that CHRIST JESUS came into the. World 
tofave — the Upright? the Unblameable ? Was 
this the Cafe, our Hopes would be covered with 
aT;loud ; or rather, totally and finally eclipfed. 
But fee ! they are clear as the Light, and con- 
fpicuous as the Noon-Day. For He came to fave 

Sinners -f-. ^Confonant to all which, is the 

Declaration of another facred Envoy. He, the 
PRINCE of Peace, the KING of Saints, the 

MONARCH of the Univerfe, fuffered for 

whom ? They, in whofe Behalf this matchlefs 
Ranfom was paid, muft have an undeniable 
Right, to look upon Redemption as their own. 
And blefTed, for ever blefled be GOD, it is 
moft peremptorily faid, He fuffered for the 

JJny 

* Prov, viii. 4. f i 71m, i. 15. 
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Vnjufi ; for the Tranfgreflbrs *. — Are We not 
of the human Family ? Are we not Sinners by 
Inclination ? Are We not Tranfgrefors by- 
Praftice ? If we are (and upon thefe Quefti- 
pns Incredulity itfelf will fcarcely demur) let Us 
jiot frowardly rejeft, rather let us thankfully 
receive, thofe fpiritual Treafures, which, by 
virtue of the afore-cited Conveyance, devolve 
to fucb Perfons. 

^ben What ! Can that be an Inducement, 
that an Encouragement to a firm aflured Truft, 
which I fhould think more likely to overthrow 
and deftroy all our Pretenfions? 

Afp. This may probably feem ftrange, but 
it is true. It is alfo a moft precious and in- 
valuable Truth. Such as I would hold fafl, 
and never, never let go. When I fearch for 
my own Endowments, I find nothing that I 
dare venture to plead. Being, in my beft ^fe- 
jnents, and amidft my choicefl Duties, a Sin- 
ner. As this is, at all times, my undoubted 
Character j I have, at all times, an undoubted 
Warrant to fay. The uncreated WJSDOM 
calleth me: the blelfed JESUS came to fave 

me: 

♦ I Pet. iii. 18. For the Tranfgrejfors. This feems to 
be the Meaning of a^»)cwv. It fignifies, not thofe only who 
have defrauded^ or over-reached their Neighbour, but Thofe 
alfo who have tranfgrejjid the Commands of (jOD ; who 
Jiave violated the Precepts, of either or both the Tjafejes. 
It is oppofed to Jixa*0». Which, We are fure, deivjjfes a 
Perfon who has fulfilled, not t)arely focial Puti^s^ but all 
]and of Righteouihefs. 
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me: the great MESSIAH fufFered Death 
fir me. 

Let me illuftrate the Point. Romulus^ You 
know, the Founder of the Roman Empire, 
was a poor Prince: had but a Handful of 
Subjects, and very Ibanty Territories. What 
Expedient could He devife, to inlarge the Boun- 
daries of the one, and augment the Number 
of the other ? He iflued a Proclamation, ad- 
drefled to Outlaws and Criminals} all that 
were involved in Debt, or obnoxious to Pu- 
nilhment. Promifing, that as many as would 
come and fettle under his Dominion, fhould 
be fecured from Profecution, and vefted with 

, confiderable Privileges. — APerfoninthefe Cir- 
cumftances, upon hearing the welcome Invi- 
tation, hangs down his Head, and with a 
dejefted Air, cries ; " I am a Debtor^ I am a 
" Criminal^ and therefore imworthy of the 
" royal Proteftion." What Anfwer fhould 
be made to fuch a difpirited Complainer? 
Make the fame to Yourfelf, whenever You are 
inclined to renew the prefent Objeflions.— • 
Remembering, that the infinite and eternal 
SOVEREIGN, to difplay the Magnificence of 

yjas Majefly, and manifeft the Riches of his 
Goodnefs, has commii£oned his Ambafladors 
to publifh in every Nation under Heaven— i— 
" That all unhappy Sinners, who are opprejed 
^' by the Devil and iiabk to Daoemation, may 

" come 
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« come to CHRIST, and rely on CHRIST. 
^ May, in this Manner, obtain Pardon, Righ- 
*« teoufiiefs, and all the Privileges of Children/' 

Tber. At this Rate, the vikj Mifcreants have 
as ckar,nayhav« the very fame Offer of CflR/55' 
and his Salvation, as the highefl Saint. And 
if they accept that Offer, have the fame Title 
to both. 

j4fp. The highefl: Saints a<^ually receive 
CHRIST and his Salvation. The vileft Mif- 
creants are gradoufy irroited to enjoy the Bleflt 
ings. Hie former have gathei^ the Manna^ 
and ufe it to their unfpeakable Comfort. It 
lies round about the Tents of die latter ; and 
whoever will, may take, may eat, and his Soiil 
fliall live. 

In rei|)ea: to the Offer oi CHRIST, there 
is no Difference. All have finned, and muft 
fue for fpiritual BleiSngs, under the Charac- 
ter rf guilty Creatures 5 muft receive them, as* 
the^Mues of infinite Mercy. — Ifaiah was a Saint 
of no inferior Rank ; yet He breathes the Spi- 
rit I am dcfcribing, and afts the Part I am 
vindicating. Turn to that Epitome of the 
Gofpel, his fifty-third Chapter. There You 
find Him claiming a Share in the greatefl of 
all Privileges, Pardon through the Blood of 
CHRIST. How does He advance and mahi- 
tain his Claim ? Not in the Capacity of aj^wrr- 
tified, but under the Charafter of sifinfui Per^ 

{on. 
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fon. Thefe are his Words, The LORD bath 
laid on Him, that is, on CHRIST JESUS, the 
Iniquity of Us all. Of Me and my Brethren in 
Piety, does He mean ? Rather, of me and my 
Fellovv-Tranfgreflbrs. In the preceding Verfe, 
He explains Himfelf, and refolves our Quefti- 
on. All We, like Sheep, have gone ajiray -, yet 
cur MifcaiTiages, our Demerit, our Guilt, the 
GOD of tranfcendently rich Grace has charged 
on his own Son. 

Should You a(k the higheft Saints, On what 
their Hopes are grounded ? This, or fomething 

to this EfFe6l, would be their Reply " On 

" the full Grant and free Exhibition of CHRIST, 
" recorded in the Word of Truth. There We 
" find it written. To You is preached the Re^ 
" mijjion of Sins *. The Promife is to You and 
" to your Children -f. We befeech You in 
'' CHRIST'S Stead, be ye reconciled to GODX. 
" — We remember, Theron, though You feem 
" to have forgotten, the wretched Outcaft, 
^'polluted in its Blood, yet accepted by the 
«* Holy One of I/rael; We remember the 
♦* heavenly Gifts, received by the triumphant 
** Redeemer, for Enemies and for the Rebel- 
" lious ', nor can We eafily forget the Promife 
^* of Forgivenefs which was made, and the 
^* Bleffing of Forgivenefs which was vouch- 
" fafed, even to the Murtberers of the LORD 
"of Glory II." 

The 

♦ A^s xiii. 38. t ^^5 xi, 39. % 2 (V. v. 2Q, 
I Alluding to PuiIo^eX.V^ 
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The free Exhibition" of CHRIST in the 
Word of Truth, is their Foundation, and in- 
deed is the only Foundation of Faith. An 
Apoftle, .after all the Labours of his exem- 
plary Lifl, can have no better. And a re- 
claimed Harlot or a penitent Thief, in thefirft 
Moments of their Converfion, may have the 
fame, — -You remind me of a valuable Perfon, 
.whom I once numbered among my Acquaint- 
ance, and whofe Way of Thinking was fome- 
what fimilar to your own. Will You give 
me Leave to relate his Cafe ? 
. Tber. Moft gladly. It will be fome kind of 
Confolation ta hear, that Others have labour- 
ed under the fame Difficulties with myfelf, 
and been fubjeft to the fame Diftreffes. If I 
am informed of their Deliverance from thefe 
Diftrefles, it will be like fhewing me an open- 
ed Door, for efFefting my own Efcape, If I 
am likewife acquainted with the Manner of 
their Deliverance, this will fumifh me with a 
Clue to guide my Steps, and with a Pattern 
to direft my Efforts. 

yiff>. This Perfon was roufed from a Habit 
of Indolence and Supinenefs, into a ferious 
Concern for his eternal Welfare. Convinced 
of his depraved Nature and aggravated Guilt, 
He had Recourfe to the Scriptures, and to fre- 
quent Prayer. He attended the Ordinances 
of Chriftianity, and fought earneftly for an 

ajft4red 
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njfured Intereft in CHRIST. But foimd no 
ftcadfaft Faithy and tailed very little Comfort. 
At length, He appHed to an eminent Divine^ 
and laid open the State of his Heart. . Short, 
but weighty, was the Anfwcr he recJved. " I 
" perceive. Sir, the Caufc of all your Diftreis. 
*' You do not, you will not, come to CHRlSt 
^^ as a Sinner^ This Miftake ftands between 
" your Soul and the Joy of Religion. This 
*^ detains you in the Gall of Bittemefs ^ and 
" take heed, O ! take heed, left it omiign you 
" over to the Bond of Iniquity."— This Ad- 
monition never departed from the Gentleman's 
Mind ; and it became a happy Means of re^ 
moving the Obftru£lions to his Peace. Remem- 
ber this litde Hiftory, Tberon; and may it 
prove as efficacious for your ' Good, as it is 
pertinent to your Circumftances I 

But we digreis from our grand Sut^eft. 
Since you difepprove my Account of Faith, I 
muft defire you to favour me with a Defcrip- 
tion of your own. For, as you rightly ob- 
f erve, this is a very momentous Article. It is the 
Channel of Conveyance for all fpiritual Good; 
therefore fhould be made and kept as clear as 
poffible. It is the main Arch in the Strufturc 
pf pradical Godlinefs; therefore (hould be 
raifed and turned with the utmoft Care. 

"Tber. To truft in CHRIST as an all-fuffi- 
cicnt SAVIOUR, and rely on Him for ^wbo/e 
Salvation, is not tliis real Faith ? 
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Afp, If you truft in the All-Sufficiency of 
hu Willy 98 well as of his Povver, You prac- 
ti& the very Thing I r^ommoid. This is what 
the Prophet teaches. Let the convinad Sin- 
ner, and the doubting Soul, trt^ in the J^anu 
of the LORD, and^i^ upon bis GOD *. Let 
Him not only reverence CHRJS'T, as the in<^ 
<^nate GOD, and therefore migbty to iave) 
but alio receive CHRJSt as bis GOD, and 
therefore willing to fave, 

n>er, PaUnmi's Account is this-^i^^iVi^, He 
lays, is a firm Perfualion, that JESUS CHRIST 
has fhed his Blood, and fulfilled all Righte. 
oufiidsj has fuAained the Funifhment due to 
Sin, . and obtained full Reconciliation with 
O OD. That all this Grace, and each of thefc 
Benefits, are free, perfectly free for Yoy, for 
me, for others. That, in confequence of this 
Perfuafion, the Sinner having fled to CHRISTt 
and truAed in CHRIST, is fbmetimes enabled 
to look upon all this as his own. 

^. I have the highefi: Regard for Palte* 
mm'6 Judgment j and I cannot but thinly, my 
Opinion is, in i<Mne meafure, confirmed even 
1^ his.--Thc Aft of y^V^ /» CHRIST, im? 
plies a Perfuafion, that He fufiered in ay Stpad, 
and that his Death is »f Safeguard. Would 
the Manflayer of old have betaken Himfelf to 

the 

• J/ai. I. 10, 
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ing of his Bowels j and of his Mercies towards 
Tou^. Has not every Drop, of Blood a 
Tongue ? Cannot You read a Language in 
c&ch ftreaming Wound, and hear a Voice in 
every dying Pang ? — -Do they not all fpeak 
his infinite Love even to wretched Sinners ? 
Do they not all addrefs You with that tender 
Remonftrance, O I'bou of little Faith^ ,wbere^ 

fore doji thou doubt 'f? Nay ; do they not all 

declare, with an Energy fuperior to the Force 
of Words, That He will deny You no Man- 
ner of Thing that is good ? 

Who gave his Bloody what Gift will he with-hold ! 

Then I am afhamed to recoUefl:, what, mif- 
taken Notions I once entertained, concerning 
the Eajinefs of Believing, As though it were 
to be performed, like the Aft of rifing from 
.our Seat, or ftepping into-^a Coach, by our 
own Strength, and at our own Time. What 
^a Stranger was I then to the Hardnefs of my 
Heart, and my Bondage under Sin ! 

Afp. Since you are fenfible of your Impo- 
tence, beware of the contrary Extreme. Becaulc 
.You cannot, by your own Strength, exercife 
Faith, let not this occafion a tame Refignation 
of Yourfelf to Infidelity. You muft endea- 
\vour, diligently endeavour, to believe; and 
wait, and pray, for the Divine SPIRIT. 

Though 

* Tfai. Ixiii. 15. f Matt.iiy. 31. 
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Though it is his Office to teftify of CHRIST, 
and bring near the REDEEMER'S Righteouf 
nefs* : Yet his Influences are not to fuperfede, 
but to encourage our own Efforts. — Work out 
your own Salvation with Fear and Trembling i 
here is our Duty, For it is GOD that work-- 
etb in you both to will and to do'f-, here is our 
Encouragement. And O ! what a glorious 
Encouragement, to have the Arm of Omni- 
potence ftretched out, for our Support and 
our Succour ! 

You was once, Tberon^ a zealous Advocate 
for good Works. Now You feem to have 
abandoned your Clients. Remember, my 
dear Friend, what our LORD JESUS 
CHRISr faysi This is the Work of GOD, 
of all Works moft acceptable and moft ho- 
nourable to the Divine Majefty,. that Tou be-' 
lieve on Him, whom He bathfent ij:. 

Tber. The. true Belief, according to your 
Notion, Afpajioy is fo refined and exalted a 
Virtue, that I very much queflion, whether I 
fliall ever be able to attain it. 

Afp. If you are unable to attain it, is the 
LORD unable to give it ? Giir Sufficiency for 
this and every good Work, is not in Ourfdves, 
but in GOD. And to Him Difficulties are 
cafy. Before Him Mountains arc a Plain. — - 

You 

♦ Ifai. xl* 13. t ^*''/' "• 12, 13, X John vi. zu 

Y3 
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if I may fo fpeak, only with one of their Fin* 
gers, others witli both their Arms. Yet Each 
receiving Him really, each is faved by Him 

eternally. ^There are, in the Houfhold of 

^ GOD, Babes, Toung Men, and Fsabers: There 
is, in the Subjei5lWe are confidering, FaitbyAJ^ 
furance of Faith, znd full Affurance of Faith* 
To have the firft, is neceflary; to have the 
fecond, is delightful ; to poflefs the laft, is Hea- 
ven begun in the Heart. 

Tber. I am glad to find, that true Faith may 
confift with fome Remainders of Doubt. That 
a Perfon may be fubjeft to the one, without 
being deprived of the other. But I interrupt 
your Difcourfe. 

jifp. Faith is ftyled, Ahokingunto JESUS*. 
But if we dp not look imto JESUS as our 
own, a#the Propitiation for our Sins, what 
Comfort, or what Benefit can We derive from 
the Sighti^A Receiving of CHRIST' f. But 
can I have any Pretence to receive Him, or 
take pofleffion of his Merits, unlefs I am con* 
vinced, that they are intended for me ? This 
is what neither the Didlates of Confcience will 
allow, nor the Laws of Reafon authorize.-— 
A Rejiing upon CHRIS^X. But how ca» 
We reft on a Surety, if He has not interpofcd 
in our Behalf ? Or how confide in a Payment, 
which We believe to be made for Others, not 
for Ourfelves ? 

Let 

• Hik xii. 2. t J^bn i. 12. % P/qU xnvil 7. 
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Let Us change our Situation, and view the 
Point in another Light. Confider the bleffed 
and glorious Objedl of our Faith. CHR IS 7* 
IS reprefented by the Similitude of Bread, 
heavenly Breads for the hungry Soul. Faith is 
characterized by eating the Food *• And can 
this be done without a perfonal Application ? 
— CHR IS T is held forth under the Image of 
living Waters -f, ever running, and always free 
for the thirfty Appetite. But let them run 
ever fo copioufly, let them be prefented ever 
fo freely, dl this will neither quench the Thirfty 
nor refrefh the Spirits, unlefs they are dranic. 
To do this is the Bufmefs of Faith.— CJZRZS^ 
is defcribed as a Garment X^ to accommodate 
and beautify deftitute and defiled Creatures* 
Faith is exprefled by wearing this commodious 
Garment, and being adorned with this beauti- 
ful Clothing. And can any Idea, or any Ex- 
preffion, more ftrongly denote an aftual Ap- 
propriation ? 

4her. It is evident, that many holy People 
in former Ages, were not poffefled of Affur- 
ance. It is no lefs certain, that many excel- 
lent Perfons in our own Times, fall (hort of 
this exalted Pitch. What is the Language of 
David f It is all Defpondency. / am caji out 
of the Sight of thine Eyes. To the fame melan- 
choly Tune is the Harp of Afaph ftrung s Is 

his 

♦ John vi. 58. t John iv. 10. % I/a. Ixu 10. 
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his Mercy clean gone for ever? Doth his Promife 
fail for evermore ? The fame jealous and dif- 
tiiiftful Air breathes in the Complaint of the 
Church ; The LORD hathforfaken me^ and my 
LORD hath forgotten me*. — Why then ftiould 
jifpajio fet up a Rule, ftri6ler and higher, than 
tho^ eminent Saints attained ? 

Afp. My dear Friend, I fet it not up as a 
ftri(5t Rule, but I fet it forth as a diftinguifh- 
• ed Blefling. This Bleffing was certainly en- 
joyed by the holy Men of old y but, like every 
other Species of Felicity in this World, it was 
enjoyed after an imperfect Manner. — They had 
an affured Perfuafion of GOD's prefent Fa- 
vour, and of their own final Happinels. Ne- 
verthelefs, this Aflurance, like all their other 
Graces, was liable to the Aifaults of outward 
Temptation, and inward Corruption. Which 
might, for a while, impair the Vigour of their 
Faith, though not dejir^y its Being, As, un- 
der a tranfient Swoon, the Spirits fail, the 
Colour departs, hut the vital Principle fub- 
fifts. 

You may farther obferve, concerning thofe 
pious Perfons, that, when they ceafe to exer- 
cife this chearful Faith, they confefs and la- 
ment the Failure; Ifaidyl'his is my Infirmity 'f^ 
They chide themfelves for it ; Why art I'hou 
caji domny O my Soul? They encourage them- 
felves 
♦ Ifri. xtix* 14. t Pfri* Ixxvii. io,. 
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felvcs againft it; Hope in GOD* : it is thy 
Privilege, and thy Duty.-^Nay, the Church, 
even under her darkeft Apprehenfions, ftill 
^eaks the Sentiment, ftill retains the Grace, 
for which I am pleading. My LORD^ ut- 
tered by her Lips, argues an dpplicatory Faith 
in her Heart.-— So copious and pregnant are* 
the Evidences of this precious Dodrine ! It is 
confirmed by that very Paffage, which was 
produced for its Confutation. 

Ther. If this be the Sentiment of the 
Church in general, is it alfo the Temper of 
htv particular Members ? Were they animated 
by this firm and lively Faith ? 

AJp. Hear the Declaration of the Pfalmift ; 
Blefs the LORD, O my Soul-, and all that is 
within me, blefs his holy Name, What is the 
Caufe of this holy Exultation, and devout 
Praife? Is it, becaufe GOD poffibly may, be- 
caufe He probably w//? No 3 but becaufe He 
a6lually ^i^^j forgive : Wboforgiveth all thine Ini^ 
quities -f . — ^Take Notice of Job's Belief, zndjob's 
Support, amidft all his unexampled Sufferings : 
I know, that my REDEEMER liveth% ; not 
ooly that there is a Redeemer, but that He is, ^ 
together with all his faving Benefits, mine. 
Which, being a Truth fo fweet and delightful, 
is expreffcd a fecond Time ; whom I JJoall fee 
for myfelf, to my own Advantage, and for my 

owa 

* PfaL xlii. 5. t PM' ciii. 3, % Job xix. 25. 
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own Comfort : fee Him exerting his Almighty 
Power and infinite Mercy, to refcue my Body 
from the Grave, and to deliver my Soul from 
Hell. — ^What was Davids Security againft the 
malicious Attempts of his Enemies, both tem- 
poral and fpiritual? The LORD is my Light 
and my Salvation y whom then Jhall I fear f 7'he 
LORD is the Strength of my Life^ of whom 
then Jhall I be afraid^? He fays not, I wijhy I 
pray^ for the divine Favour and the divine Suc- 
cour s but I am perfuaded, they both are mine : 
my ineftimable Portion, and my inviolable Safe- 
guard. 

Ther. Is this the Language of Believers un- 
der the new Tcftament Difpenfation ? 

jifp. Their Faith, You may depend upon it, 
could not be weaker or lower, whofe Light 
was much ftronger, and whofe Advantages 
were much higher. — ^You hear St. Thomas mak-^ 
jng a Profeflion, which intirely excludes Doubt- 
ing 5 My LORD, and my GOD f . St. Paul 
anfwers in the fame heroic Strain ; I know 
Whom I have believed, I am perfuaded%. With 
both which St. John is exaflly confonant j 
JESUS CHRIST, who hath loved Us, and 
wajhed Us from our Sins in his own Blood. 

We will fuppofe Palemons Faith, to be found 
and genuine; yet, compared with this, it is 
certainly of the enfeebled and infantile Kind, 

Whereas, ^ 

^JFful xxvli. I. t J^l^ XX* ?'• X a Tim. i. I2« 
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Whereas, I would have my I'beron poflefs the 
manly, the generous, the triumphant Faith. 
Not fuch as hangs in Sufpence, like a hover- 
ing Meteor*; but fuch as abides fixed and 
ftable, like the Stars of Heaven. Which, if 
they are obfcured for a little Moment, by fome 
pafiing Cloud, are fure to furmount the Ob« 
i9:ru£tion, and will (hine forth again with un- 
diminifhed Luftre. 

I'ber. Was not this a Privilege peadiar to 
the Apoftles ? 

AJ^^ By no Means. All Believers are Bit- 
thren, and have Ukeprecious^ Faith f. CHRIST' 
Mid for Us, fays the Apoftle : not barely for 
me his Ambaflador, but for Tau who are his 
Followers, and to whom I addrefs this Epiftle* 
-—Why fhould I multiply Proofs ? Since the 
bdoved Difciple declares ; Thefe 7'hings bave t 
written unto Tou tbat believe on tbe Name oftbe 
SON of GOD, tbat Te may know tbat Tehave 
eternal Life %. 

^ber. True, ^qfio. This coincides with 
my Apprehenfions, and corroborates myGaufe. 

The Scriptures are written ^firft, that We 

may believe, and be intitled to eternal Life — 
next, that We may have the Knowledge of our 

Belief, 

* This Situa^n of Mind is moft appofitely defcribed hf, 

t« Lukcy Mti |uliTiiuf»C«rOf ' Be not like the Mtteor, which i$ 

neither fixed in the^ky, nor fallen to the Earth : but pcn- 



St« Luke<, Mti |uliTiiuf»C«rOf ' Be not like the Meteor^ which i$ 
neither fixed in the^ky, nor fallen to the Earth : but pen 
dukms and flu£luating oetween them both. Chaf. xii. 29. 
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Belief, and a Confcioufnefs of our Title. The 
infpired Divine fuppofes his Correfpondents to 
poflefs the former, yet riot to have attained 
the latter. 

jifp. I query, whether He makes fuch a Sup- 
pofition. He feems to write, not with a View 
of leading them to either, but of confirming 
them in both. — He intimates, that the Privi- 
lege and the Comfort fhould go together. And 
why fhould We ftudy to feparate them ? Will 
this turn to our Advantage ? Muft it not iflue 
in our Lofs ? — ^Befides ; according to your own 
Interpretation, whoever falls fhort of this 
chearing Knowledge, falls fhort of one great 
End, for which the Scriptures were written. 
He receives not his full Reward. He only 
gleansy where He might reap. 

If I am not miflaken, this enters into the 
very EfTence of the Gofpel. Is the Honey in 
the evangelical Hive. What fays the Apoflle 
of the Gentiles ? I preached unto Tou the GoJpelK 
And what is the Subflance of this evangelical 
Difpenfation ? "That CHRIST" died for our 
Sim f . — That fo exalted a Perfon, as the SON 
of GOD, and LORD of Glory, fhould die, 

is wonderful ^That He fhould die for Sins^ 

the mofl abominable Objedls, and for Sinners, 
the moft detefiable Creatures, is abundantly 
piore wonderful — ^That He fhould die, not for 

Sins 
♦ X Car. XV. I. \ i Cor. xv. 3. 
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Sins in general, but for our Sim in particular, 
this is inexpreflibly wonderful, and at the fame 
time infinitely comfortable. And indeed till 
this is preached, the Doftrine is not GoC- 
pel : till this is believed, the Conviftion is not 
Faith. At leaft, not fuch Faith, as I wifh for 
my ^heron. 

Ther. Will not this difcourage Some, and 
offend Others, who are not arrived at fuch a 
firm Perfuafion ? 

AJp. I would not oflfend the meaneft, nor 
difcourage the weakeft of my REDEEMER'S 
Servants, — ^As for Offence ; that cannot be given, 
and ought not to be taken, when all We ad- 
vance, is ftriftly conformable to the unerring 
Rule of Truth. — ^With regard to Difcourage- 
ment ; this furely cannot enfue, from inform- 
ing the Sinner, that He has a Right to apply 
CHRIST, and all CHRISTs Merits to Him- 
felf. In this Cafe, to douit is to be difcouraged. 
All Sufpence is uneafy. But when it relates 
to our fpiritual Interefts and our immortal 
State, I think, it muft be little lefs than in-, 
fuppoitably affliftive.— This can never be the 
Will of our moft gracious CREATOR and 
merciful REDEEMER.— This is abfolutely in- 
confident with that Peace and Joy, which are 

the Birth-right of the Believer. ^There are 

alfo feveral Duties which can hardly be per- 
formed, feveral Graces which can fcarcely be 

cxer« 
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exercifedy fo long as this Spirit of Diffidence 
prevails. 

I'her. Name them, ^pafio. 

Afp. I am afraid, left I (hould feem to ar- 
rogate the Office of a Teacher ; which neither 
becomes my Chara£ier, nor is agreeable to my 
Temper, 

Then Pray, my dear Friend, let Us wave 
Ceremony, and have nothing to do with Com-* 
pliments. My Soul is in Jeopardy. My pre- 
fent Comfort, and my everlafting Happinefs^ 
are at ftake. And fhall We fuller any little 
Punflilios to overbear fuch weighty Confide- 

rations? Suppofe, You are a Teacher; I 

have great Need, and am very defirous, to be- 
come your Scholar. For I freely confeis, that, 
knowing as I may feem in fome other Iilftances^ 
I am very ignorant in the great Peculiarities 
of the Gofpel. Nay, though I have read the 
Scriptures in 2^ critical View, I have bten an 
utter Stranger to their fpiritual Meaning. Here, 
I am uninftru£ted as a Babe ; here therefore, 
I ought to be teachable as a Babe. Yes ; in 
this Refpeft I would become as a little Child ^^ 
that I may enter into the Knowledge, and pot 
fefs the Privileges of the Kingdm (ff Heaven. 

Afp. Your Anfwer, Hheron^ fhall be a Law. 
^What think You of Delight in GOD? This 
is a Chriftian Grace, But how can two walk 

toge^ 
* Luke xviii. 17. 
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together y except ibey be agreed f We never covet 
an Intimacy with the Perfon, who declares 
Himfelf our Enemy. Nay ; if We do but 
iiifpeft, that He bears Us a fecret Ill-will, We 
flidl be jealous of trufting Him, and averfe to 
approach him. This was the Cafe of our firft 
JParents, immediately after the Fall. Inilead 
of drawing near tp their CREATOR, with 
Pleafure and Gratitude ; they fled from Him, 
with Anxiety and Terror. And why ? Becaufc 
they were under the alarming Apprehenfions 
of his Dilpleafure.— rWhcreas, let Us once be- 
lieve, what the Apoftle affirms -, When We were 
Enemies y We were reconciled to GOD by the 
Death of his SON*. Let Us cordially credit, 
what the Prophet repeatedly^ declares; T'here- 
fore will the LORD wait^ that He may begra^ 
cious unto Tou 5 and therefore will He be exalted^ 
that He may have Mercy upon Tou -f*. Then Wc 
fliaU feek his Face with Alacrity. Our Affec- 
tions will be on the Wing to falute their Al- 
mighty BENEFACTOR. "WtfhzWjoy in 
COD through our LORD JESUS CHRIS^t. 

Prayer is one of the Duties, I would fpecify* 
I wifti my dear T'heron the Spirit of Grace and 
Supplication. This will be better, incompa- 
rably better and more advantageous, than a 
Key to hidden Treafures. But how can you 
pray with humble Boldnefs, or with lively 

Hope, 

♦ Rom, V. 10. + J/ai xxx. i8. t ^^' v. iXt 
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Hope, unlefs You believe ? Believe, that 
CHRIST has expiated your Guilt, and is your 
Interceflbr with the FATHER. Then, and 
then only, can You bavey what the Apoftle 
calls, Boldnefs and Accefs mtb Confidence *• Mark 
thefe vigorous Expreffions j and at your Lei- 
fure confider, whether they countenance the 
timid and mifgiving Temper. At prefent ob- 
ferve, how yonder Lark foars in the Sky, as if 
She would carry her Song to the very Gates 
of Heaven. An Image thisy of believing 
Prayer. Should a Fowler ftioot her through 
the Wing, how would ftie fall, impotent and 
fluttering, to the Ground ! An Emblem that^ 
of diftrufting Prayer. 

Once again 3 A true Chriftian, inftead of 
dreading, loves the Day of CHRIST'S final 
and glorious Appearing -f. St. Peter tells Us, 
He looks for it, with pleafing Expeftations, as 
Siferas Mother for the triumphant Return of 
her Son. He bajiem to it in ai'dent Defires, as 

the 

♦ Eph. ill 1 2. ll^o<ray(ay%j Accefs with a chioringand graci^ 
ftd AJfuranci \ fuch as thofc Petitioners enjoy, wno are in- 
troduced to the royal Prefence by fomc diftinguifhed Fa- 
vourite.— IlappiKna, A Boldnefs er unrejlrained Liberty of 
speech ; fuch as Children ufe, when thev pirefent their Ad- 
drefles, and make known their Requefts, to an indulgent 
Father. — ^Ev xs-tTrofOfio-fi, ff^tbatviU-groundedandfteadyUon" 
fidenccj that We fhall obtain both a favourable Acceptance, 
and a gracious Audience.— And all this, through the Faith 0/ 
^ H R I S T ; by the Worthinefs of his Perfon, by the Me- 
rit of his Blood, and the Prevalence of his Interceffion, 
t 2 Tim, iv. 6f 
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the enamoured Bridegroom to the wiflied for 
Hour of his Nuptials *• Which, I think, can 
neither be a ratipnal nor a praflicable Thing, 
unlefs We have fome chearing and eftabliflied 
Hope -f-, that, when Hejhall appear^ Wejhall be 
like Him^ and fee Him as He is. 

Tber. If this is the Cafe, what can be the 
Reafon, why fo many People are totally defti- 
tute of all Affurance ? Have no Notion of it, 
and never afpire after it ? Nay, would be much 
furprifed, perhaps highly dilgufted, at the very 
Mention of fuch a Doftrine ? 
. jlfp. If People never afpire after it, I very much 
queftion, whether they are truly awakened, or 
really in earneft. They are like the Men of 
Ephraimi whom the Prophet ftyles u Cake not 
turned X\ neither Bread, nor yet Dough. Or, 
as our LORD explains the Proverb, in his 
Charge againft the Church of Laodicea^ They 
are neither hot nor coJd^ ; but, content with the 
Form, are unconcerned about the Power of 
Godlinefs— — Was I to declare myfelf more 
plainly upon this Inquiry, it fhould be in the 
calm and moderate Words of a judicious Di- 
vine J " I do not affirm that, without a full 

« Aflur- 

♦ 2 Pit. iii. 12; 

t John iii. 2. The Apoftle's Expreffion, which compre- 
hends hoth Himfelf and his Fcllow-chriftians, is oiJajtAev, IVe 
^ow. This, in the very loweft Acceptation, muft imply 
what jifpafto calls an ejiablijhed Hope. 

X tiof. vii. 8. I Rco. liL 15, 
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" Affurance, there is no Faith. But this 1 
" maintain, that, where-ever the latter exifts, 
" there will be a finccre Purfuit of the for- 
« mer." 

Among the Reafons, why fo few Perfons 
attain this eminent Bleffing, We may reckon 
the following. — ^They underftand not the per- 
fect Freenefs of Grace, nor the immenfe Merits 
of CHRIST. — ^They never confider the un- 
Ipeakable Value of an afliired Faith j neither 
are they aware, that it is intended for theEn* 
joyment of Sinners. — Either they feek it not 
at all ; or elfe they feek it, where it is not to 
be found ; from fome Works of Righteoufiiefs 
in themfelves, rather than from the gracious 
Promife of GOD in his Word. Which is al- 
together as ill-judged, and as fure to iifue in 
Difappointment, as if a Perfon fhould look for 
Ice amidft the torrid Zone, or expeft to find 
Ipicy Iflands under the northern Pole. 

But whether People confider it or no, the 
Value of an affured Faith is indeed imipeak- 
able. WTien this is* wrought in the Heart, 
Peac? will ftand firm, and Afflictions drop their 
Sting- Prayer will return laden with Trea- 
fures, and Death will approach ftript of its 
Terrors. — When this takes place in the Soul, 
all the fweet Paflages of Scripture, all the ten- 
der Love of CHRISl'y all the precious Pro^ 
mifes of the Gofpel, will appear with new 

Charms, 
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Charms. You will then, as You perufe each 
facred Page, tafie that the LORD is gracious^. 
You will reap a Benefit, and enjoy a Delight, 
as much fuperior to thofe of the doubting Rea- 
der, as the Pleafure of eating this delicious 
Peach is fuperior to the mere Defcription of 
its agreeable Relifh. 

Bear with me a Moment longer, Hjeron. 
For You can hardly imagine, what an Im- 
provement and Exaltation this will give, to 
every l^rutb You contemplate, and eveiy O^- 
jeSi You behold. — ^When You contemplate the 
renowned and aftonilhing Events, recorded in 
the Hiftory of Nations, how highly delightful 
muft it be to fay ; " All thefe pafled under 
" the Superintendency of that Handy which 
" was pierced with Nails, and fattened to the 
" Crofs for Me/'— When You behold the Mag- 
nificence of Creation, and the Richnefs of its 
Furniture ; the Grandeur of Nature, and the 
Variety of her Works ; what a heightened 
Pleafure muft they impart, if your Thoughts 
make Anfwer to your Eyes ; " All thefe were 
" brought into Exiftence hy that adorable PER^ 
" SONy who fuftained my Guilt, and wrought 
" out my juftifying Righteoufhefs." 

^her. If We feel an Averfion to Sin, and 
prize the bleffed JESUS above all Things ; 
if the prevailing Bias of our Affections be to 

the. 

♦ I Pit, ii. 3. 
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the divine REDEEMER, and the habitual 
Breathing of our Souls after a Conformity to his 
Image ; may We not fuppofe Ourfelves pof- 
feffed of the Truth and Reality ^ though We 
have not the Confidence and Rejoicing of Faith ? 
— I fay fVe*y becaufe I apprehend, this is not 
my peculiar Cafe, but common to myfelf and 
many Others. I a(k, therefpre, in their Name 
and in my own, May We not fuppofe our 
Condition fafe, though We dare not prefume 
to ufe the Language of the Spoufe, My Be-- 
loved is Miney and I am his ? 

Afp. For You and your Aflbciates to ufe 
fuch Language, is neither more nor lefs than 
to declare; " I am perfuaded, that CHRZS'T' 
" is faithful : that He fays what He thinks, 
" and will do what He fays/' And is there any 
Prefumption, or any Indecency Here ? Surely 
the Prefumption, at leaft the Indecency lies, 
in queftioning his Fidelity, or fufpedling his 
Veracity. — You afk. Whether fuch a State is 
fafe^ and fuch a Faith real? I would anfwer. 
Why (hould not fuch a State be happy, as well 
as fafe ? And fuch a Faith be ajfured, as well 
as real ? Why fhould You, or Any One, plead 
the Caufe of Unbelief, and veil it with thelpe- 
cious Pretext of Humility ? Let thefe Perfons 
know, whatever their Names or then* Circum- 
ftances are, that they have as good a Right 
to adopt the Words You mention, as Pbiknor 

has 
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has to call thefe Gardens his own. — ^Yet they 
will do well to rememberj that thefe Qualifi- 
cations, however iihiable, are by no means 
the Ground of their Rightw They are to ad- 
vance their Claim, and hold faft the Blefling^ 
not as Met! ornamented with fine Endowments, 
but as poor, indigent, guilty Sinners. For 
fiicb the SAVIOUR is provided ; to fuch his 
Benefits are propofed j and on fudb his Grace 
will be magnified. 

But fee, Hheronl Yonder bkck and low- 
hung Cloud points this Way. It feems big 
with a Shower \ it marches on apace ^ and will 
foon be over our Heads* We muft inftantly 
fly to Shelter. 

^her. It is Well We have this Summer-houfe 
for our Shelter* The thickeft Boughs would 
be infufficient to fcreen Us. I think* I never 
£aw a more impetuous Burft of Rain. A 
Shower ! No, 'tis a defcending Deluge. The 
large, ropy, reeking Drops, come down like 
a Torrent ♦. How the Roof refounds, and 

the 

♦ Comi down lih a TorrenU — This is the Import of that 
ftrongc pifhirefque Word iD^f PfaL\xxviu 17. In this 
Manner, The Clouds poured out Water \ the Air thundered \ 
and thine jtrrows went abroad, — Mr. Addifm^ if I remember 
right, admires the Pfalmift's Defcription of a Storm at Sea ; 
becaufe, it dwells only upon the grand and moft ftriking 
Circumftances; without defcending, like ^iV^iys enervated 
Reprefentation, to fuch little Particulars, as the Cries of 
Men^ and theNoIfe of Oars. Clamor que Virum^ Stridor quo 
Rudentum* — ^This Defcription of a Ton^/iiSy I think, equal- 
ly admirable on th« fam^ Account. The three gr^teft and 
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the Channels begin to roar I^-i— "•SufprUing? 
What a dreadful Flajb was there ! A Sh^ot of 
fulphureous Fhe, launched from the difm^) 
Gloom, and wrapping the whole 6kies \n « 
Blaze!-;— Not a Moment's Interval, betweea 
the Lightning's Rage, and the T'bunder^ Hoar* 
How fudden and vail the Explofion ! What % 
deep, prolonged, tremendous Peal epfu^s ( }^ 
ieems as if the Poles of Earth, and th« Pillars 
of Nature cracked ; or as though th? Arch <^ 
Heaven was dafhed to Pieces, and mifigj^ng 
with the Ruins of the World. 

See, n)y dear J^fio / See the dir^u} Ha*- 
vock; the horrid EfFefb Qf this ekmentaty 

Tumult. Yonder Oak, which reared it» 

towering Head aloft, and fpread wide it$ grace* 
ful Branches, is, in the Twinkling of an Eye^ 
turned into a mked Trunk. There it jdands, 
iinged and toie ; flripped of it( verdaot Ho-r 

nours, 

moft terrible Peculiarkies are fele^i^ \ uA exprefled with ail 
the Concifeneis, yet with all tHe Vigour, th^ I^iVVSg^ can 
unite. 

I have not met with any Commentator, that enterjt into 
the Spirit of the next Verfe. And in our Liturgy-Tranf- 
lation, its M^jefly finks into Meannefs, ks Propriety dege- 
nerates into Tautology. Whereas, it is hy no n^eans a vain 
Repetition, but moft iignificantly difplays the B^f{fs of what 
was defcribed, in the foregmng Lines. The Foice $f thy 
ThumUr was in the Heaven ^ it not only refeunded, but re« 
founded from Pole to Pole, and filled SdSna *« vaft Cir-? 
cumference o^ the Skies* The Ligbtnhigs lightened th fferldi 
they not ojily (hone, but (hone far and near^ and illumi- 
nated the whole World with their Blaze. The Earth trcmhktf 
u> its Cent^j and its Inhabitants jft^^ with Honw 
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tffiuts *, ^md {\uroun6pd with it$ own fhatter- 
M FragiQeots. How fearful is the Artillery of 

y^. And wfay^^^why did not the Blow fall 
^ (this gui}ly Breaft i Why was not the Atsj 
Solt^ whjiph4ew fo ^ear^ conmiilioned to piierce 
omHeaxUi^^^^lf our heavenly FATHER 
h9B h&m io tend^riy <:aref ml of thefe Bodies, 
xyitflie not be BHich oipre gr^dous to oijif i^-* 
n^sH^tsl Souls f WiU he 90t clothe theip with 
f^9t iinQa<:u)ate B^obe^ which is the only Se* 
curity from the ^tfxske of eternal Vengeance f 
-^Aiid iet flae a&« Can this be a Security to 
Us, unlefs We are vetted with it ! Could this 
Building, though very fubftantial, havefecured 
Vs froajL t)ic ruihi^g Rains, if We had aot be- 
taken Oui'&lves to jits friendly Covert 1 

CHRIST Is repref€«ted, in the Prc^ecy 
^ yidab, by tliis very Image; as a Place if 
^^fyg^i Md as a Qyofrtfram tbe Storm and frowi 
RMtn -f. That is, His Merits and Death are ^a 
£«re Pcofce^Qn, frpiQ the Curife of the Law, 
and the Damnation of Hell. No Fury of the 
Ekrnents fo terrible as thefi^ no Biriwarlc of 
Stofie fo dnipregpal^ as /^.-f— if this is a pro- 
per 

♦ ♦ Does AE>t thisgivc Us the moft awful.^nd grand Scnfc 
of "Pfalm xxix. 9 \ ifi VoUi of the LORDj when utte^d in 
Thunder, and aocompanied w'nh I/ightning, rsT\9^ t>(ffV\i 
not, JifcifjeriA fhi ibiJt Bu/besy hut finps the Forefis ; lays 
bitfc the branching Woods j reduces the moft magnificcn: 
and flouri&ing Cedars to naked and witfacred Trunks. 

t Ifain iv, 6, 

Aa a 
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per Emblem of CHRIST, to what fhall We 
liken Faith ? To a Perfuafion, that the Shelter 
of the Summer-houfe hfree for our Ufe ? That 
we are welcome to avail Ourfelves of the com- 
modious Retreat ? Would this defend Us from 
the Inclemencies of the Weather ? Would this 
keep Us dry, amidft (what You call) the dc- 
fcending Deluge ? Would this bare Perfuafion, 
unlefs reduced to Praftice, be any Manner of 
Advantage to our Perfons ? — ^No. -We muft 
aftually^ to the Shelter, and We muft a^* 
ally apply the SAVIOUR; otherwife, I fee 
not what Comfort or Benefit can be derived 
from either. 

Ther. May I then, from this Inftant, look 
upon CHRIST'y his glorious Perfon, his per- 
f^a Righteoufnefs, and his precious Death, as 
my certain Inheritance ? May I firmly believe, 
that, through this grand and immenfely meri- 
torious Caufe, I fliall have Pardon and Ac- 
ceptance, true Holinefs and endlefs Salva- 
tion? 

AJp. Why fliould You not believe all this 
firmly ? You have the fame Reafon to believe 
with a fteady Confidence, as to believe with 
any Degree of AflSiance. It is the free Promife 
of the Gofpel, addrefled to Sinnersy that war- 
rants the latter ; and the very fame Promife, 
under the fame Circumftances of unmerited 
Munificence, authorizes the fomjcr. 

You 
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You have heard my Opinion, hear now what 
our LORD Himfelf fays ; Let Him that is atbirfty 
come J andwbofoever will^ let Him" take the Water 
t^ Life freely *. He may partake of my fpiri- 
tual and unipeakable Bleflings^ as freely as He 
makes ufe of the moft common Refreihments \ 
as freely as He drinks of the running Stream. 
This is his royal Proclamation.— Hear his gra-. 
cious Invitation. Look unto Me^ and be yefav^ 
ed -f- 1 faved from your difquieting Fears, by 
Juftiiication s faved from your domineering 
Corruptions, by Sanftification ; faved from 
every Evil, by complete and eternal Redemp- 
tion. To whom is this moft affcdtionate Call 
direfted ? Not to a few diftinguifhed Favourites, 
but to all tbe Ends oftbe Earth. None are ex- 
cepted; none are prohibited; and can my 
^beron imagine, that He is excluded ? — Nay 
farther ; Hear his earneft Intreaty, his tender 
and repeated Importunity ; uis though GOD 
didbefeech Tou by Us, We pray Ton, in CHRIST'S 
Steady be ye reconciled to GODX- accept his 
great Salvation : and enjoy the Comforts of his 
Qrace. 

Should not this three-fold Cord be ftrong 
enough to draw my dear Friend j let me add, 
what muft abfolutely fuperfede all Objections, 
the plain, exprefs, peremptory Command of 
the ALMIGHTY: this is his Command, that 

* Rev, xxii. 17. '\ Ifa. xlv. 22. J 2 Or. v. 20. 
. A » 3 
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Wejhould believe on the Name of bh Sm JEStlS 
CHRIST"^. Pray, examine the Laongnagtf; 
Not He aUows only ; or bardy adirifis j but fife 
commands. We are not only permitted, but 
ftriftly required. It is not orAj oat PmHegc, 
but GOD's pofitive Injmrftioir.— Ijfpon tfcff 
Difcovery of fuch a SAVIOUR, fticthtnks, 
every Heart (hould cry ; « O ? thai: I might be 
" permitted to approach ftim ! To fblkk atti 
" Intereft in Him ! How gladly tvoufdl wait, 
" ever fo long a Time, in ever la meail 4 
** Pofture, if I might at the htft receive HiHt 
** as my Portion ?"— The fuperabrtidattt 
Goodnefs of GOD, prevents ora* Wifltes, and 
exceeds our Hopes. " I frefefy givtf my 5€W, 
" faith the LORD, and aU his Riches to Yot!. 
" I befeech You, as a compaflioiiate JFWrta/, 
" not to refufe Him. I injoin You, as an trtt- 
" controulable Sovereign^ to believe on Him " 
——How gracious ! fupremely and amazmgly 
gracious is this Command ! And give me leave 
to hint, it is the greateft and moft i mpo r t a nt 
Command, that ever iflued from the Throne 
of Glory. If this be neglefted, no other can 
be kept ; if this be obferved, all others wiB be 
eafy. ^Now, Tberony will You not look up- 
on CHRIST and his all-fufficient Merits^ as 
your own ? Is not your Wanant clear and un- 
exceptionable ? Is not your Obligation ftrong 
and indiipenfible ? 

ner. 

♦ i7#*,iii. 23. 
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^thr. Tfuly, AJpafi>y this puts dll liiy mif- 
tirtiftfol Apprehenfions to the Stand. Here is 

a Prockmation frdm the bleflfed GOD 

feconded by W$ Invitation accoifipahied by 

hb Intreaty «->*^ and all inforeed by his Com- 
mand. I kiK)W tlot what can be a fuller Proof 
of your Point, or a ftronger Indueement to 
befieve. 

AJp. Yes, Itbetm-y I can pfoducc (if fuch a 
Thing bt poffible) ftronger Prdof ftiH. Such 
as, I hope, will totally rout Unbelief, and drive 
nil her Fdrtes fiom the Field. 

GOD has not only commanded You, to 
Iht tinder the fWeet Perfuafion, that his SOt^ 
is yonr SAVIOUR; but he has given you 
th6 gfandeft KatiJicatiM of this precious Truth. 
--4le has pafled his Word } He has made you 
a finki Probtifc! ; nay. He has given you many 
«nd «rff/«tf Prbmifcs, of this ineftimable Blet- 
fing. And GOD « not a Man^ that He Jbould 
£ti vt the Son cf Man, that be Jhculd repent* 
HeAten and Earth may drop into Nothing, 
iboner than otie Promife, or indeed one Jot 
ot Tittle of fcrs Promife, fhdtild fall to the 
Growid. 

Beiides this. He has given You, if I may fb 
l^afc, a Note under his own Hand. He has 
recorded has Pf omrfes ift the Bible, and loritten 
ftem with an everlafting Pen. So that they 
Win fland confpicuous and indelible, like a 

A a 4 Bill 
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Bill drawn upon Heaven, and a Bafis laid for 
Faith, fq long as the Sun and Moon endure. 
Nay, He has confirmed all, by the moft 
folemn Sandion imaginable ; by his Oath ^ by 
his (ywn Oath ; by th? Oath of a GOD. Though 
his Word is fure, and his Promife immutable, 
He adds (aftonifhing Condcfcention ! adorable 
Benignity !) He adds his Oath to all. He not 
only fpeaks, but fwears ; fwears by Himfelf ; 
fwears by his own eternal Exiftence j that his 
Promifes belong to whom ? Mark this Parti^r 
cular with the moft exaft Attention. To 
whom do thefe Prpmifes belong, which are 
ratified in this unequaled and inviolable Man- 
ner ? To the Holy, the Upright, the Accom- 
pliflied ? To thoie^ fays the Scripture, who fly 
for Refuge to the Hope fet before them *. The 
Hope fet before them in the Propitiation, 
the Righteoufiiefs, the ineffable Merits of 
CHRXSr, 

This You do, ^erqn : I know You do. 
Therefore, as furely as GOD is true, as cer- 
tainly as GOD exifts, they are all your own. 
I would humbly, yet bpldly apply to my Friend, 
what the great JEHOVAH fpeaks by the Pro-r 
phet i '' jis I live, faith the LORD, thouflsalt 
^' furely clothe Thee with them all, ^is with an 
" Ornament, and bind them on I'hee as a Bride 
•^ doth \. I appeal to all my Perfe6lions, for 

" the 
♦ H$h Yi. 17, i8t t -&&/• xlix. 18. 
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^« the Truth of this facred Engagement; 
'« and let every one of my fublime Attri- 
« butes witnefs agamft me, if I violate my 
^' Word." 

^er. May I then believe, firmly believe, af- 
furedly believe, that JESUS the Mediator, 
^d all the glorious Benefits of his Mediation, 
are mine ? Pardon me, AJpqfio^ for reiterating 
the Queftion. I am really, with refpeft to the 
Obedience of Faith, too much like that Saxon 
Mon^ch> who, for bis Remiflhefs. and Inac- 
tivity, was firnamed "The Unready *• 

Afp. I do more than pardon you, I'beron. I 
feel for you, and I fympathize with ygu. If 
there isfome of the Saxm Prince's Difeafe run- 
ning in your Religion ; I am fure, there is too 
much of it in mine ; and I fear, it is an epi-* 
demical Diftemper. But let Us refleft a M01- 
jnent-^Supppfe any Neighbour of Subftance 
and Credit, fliould bind himfelf by a deliberate 
f^romifcy to do you fome particular Piece of 
Service — ^if he fhould add to his Promife a 
Note under his own Hand — if he (hould cor-^ 
roborate both by fome authentic Pledge — if he 
0iould eftablifh all by a moft awful and folemn 
Oath — Could you fufpeft the Sincerity of his 
Engagement, or harbour any Doubt with re- 
gard to its Execution ? This would be moft 
ppreaipnable in any One ; and to your gener^ 

♦ Mtb$lrtfl, 
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ova Temper, I am tery certsun, k wotlld bft 
impoffiblc.^— Let u» remember^ th^ GOD 
has given as aH this Oiak for an Affutdmt of 
Faith, and more. Nay; I will defy (he Ittoit 
timorous and fafpicious Temper, todemiind 
from the mofi treachrous Peffon <m Earth, a 
greater, ftrongef, f aOer Security, fhafl the GOD 
of infinite Fidelity hUs granted t6 you Kitd me. 
•^^After all this, one would thinh,^ tHflSdeittd 
xtfelf could not hefitate, nor the nnoft jdillodi 
Incredulity demur. Shidt we^ can We wHh-* 
hold that Affiance ftom the unchanf^k 
C R £ AT O R, which we cOitfd not bilt rcpofe 
On a fallible Creature i 

I'ber. Yon rouie and animate me, AJ^fh. 
O ! that I may arife, and With the divine Af- 
fiftance, fhake off tld» StUfioi- of Unb^ef ^ 
Certainly, it can never b0 hoilooribk to QCfQy 
nor pleafing to CHklST, lior preyfitaMe to 
Onrfelves. 

A^. If it be, then chef ifh it, indtr^e ft, suid 
never relinquifh it.*— But how can it be Mtf- 
able to GOD? It depreciates hisOoodnefs; 
it is a Reproach to bis Veracity f nay, the 
Apoftie fcrupks not to affirm, that it makes 
him a Liar *. Whereas, they who be- 
lieve his Teftimony, gk)riify hM FaithfbbMfl ; 
glorify his Beneficence $ and, as Johi th« 
Baptift speaks, Jet to their Seal^ tim G OD 

is 
• iJHtiKto. 
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w true *.— — I have been infcrmed) that, when 
dw late EU&or of Hammer was declared, 
fe^ the Ptf liametit of Great-Brifaint Sdcceflbr 
>t() th« y<k:ant Throne; feveral Perfons of 
DiiHn€tion wt^fed opMi M9 H^hfie6, in order 
to make ttntdy AppUcafion for the sioft va* 
IxaMe Fttfyttients. Several Re^^uefb- of tl^ 
Nature ^vens granted, sOiA each was confirmed 
by ft kbid (tf profitidferf Not6. Among the reft, 
dn« Gentkmtift fbKdted for ^e Mafterjbif cH 
die Uolh, Being ind^^ in his Defire, he 
w«9 offered the £ime Coi^imation, whuchhad 
beto toQcMysd to other fac<ieMti} Petitioners. 
Upon which, he fixtned to be under a grace- 
fid ConftificMi and Surprize ; begged tiiat he 
ittght not put the royat DoAof to liieh nnne- 
ceffiny Troobk; at die fame time declaring, 
that he looked upon his Highnefs's Wordy as 
die i>ery beft Ratification of his Suk^<>---*Widi 
this Condii6]t, and this Compliment, the Bfec* 
tor was not a Iktk f4eaied. " This is the 
<* Gentleinan>, ht Md, who does tat a real 
*' Hononrj treats me like a King} and who- 
" ever is <£<appcniited. He ih^ certainly be 
" gratified ." So, We are affiired by the Word 
of Rerelationvthat He, wbo^a^ereJftottkroQgh 
Unbeficf, gave, and in the moft fignal, the moft 
aeceptabU Manner, Gkiy to GOD -f. 

Is 

•^o^jfiS. 33, f Xm.'iy. 20, 
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Is It pleafing to CHRIS t? — Quite the re- 
verfe. It diftionours his Merit; it detrafb 
from the Dignity of his Righteoufiiefs j it 
would enervate the Power of his Interceilion. 
Accordingly you may obferve, there is nothing 
which our LORD fo frequently reproved in 
his Followers, as this Spirit of Unbelief.—- 
What fays He to his Difciples, when He came 
down from the Mount of Transfiguration ? O 
faitblefs and perverfe * Generation ! They were 

perverfe, becaufe faithlefs. ^What fays He to 

the Travelers, whom He overtook in their 
^OMvnt'jXoEmmaus? OFooIs^ and Jlcw of Heart 
to believe -f- / They were Fools, becaufe flow to 

believe. ^What fays He to the Apoftles, af* 

ter his Refurreftion ? JESUS upbraided them 
with their Unbeli^p He took no notice of their 

cowardly 

* Anf(»fAfji,ivfi. Matt. xvii. 17. A believing State of 
Mind, is like (bme well arranged and beautiful Syftem of 
Limbs, Unbelief Mocates the Parts, diflorts the harmoni- 
ous Frame, and disfigures its comely Proportion; 

t AvqAoi. Luke xxiv. 25. Not thcughtle/sj buty?^</ Crea- 
tures ; void of Underftanding j as we fay in Englijby without 
common Senfe ; or, as Horace would have faid in Latin^ 

O tribus Anticyris Caput infanabile / 
^ t Mark xvi. 14. The Word is not £Wf1i/xT»fl"cv, as in Luke 
xvii. 3. not tXty^aj as in Tit, i. 13. but wvii^icf, which 
fignifies, not barely a Rebuke, but a Rebuke accompanied 
with keen 2nd flinging Reflections ; fuch as may cover th^ 
Face with Bluues, |in4 wound the Heart with An^uifli.— It 
is ufed, by die Evangelift Lukey and by the Apoftle Peter, 
tQ defcribe thofe Calumnies, Invedives, and Reproaches, 
with which the Perfecutors of Chriftianity endeavoured to 
gfiU and afflia the Chrifiiam. Luke vi, 22« I Pit. iv. 14. 
^ •-Thougl^ 
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cowardly and perfidious Behaviour; He in- 
veighed againft none of their other Follies and 
Infirmities i but He upbraided them with their 
Unbelief. Not gently rebuked. No 5 this was 
aFault, fo unrealbnable in itfelf, fo reproach- 
ful to their MASTER, fo pernicious to them- 
felves, that Ht fever ely reprimanded them for it ; 
with an Air of Vehemence, and with a Mix- 
ture of Inveftive. 

Is it profitable toOurfehes ? — ^Nothing lefs. It 
damps our Love, and diminifhes our Comfort. 
It fubjefts Us to that Fear, which hath Tor- 
ment J and difqualifies Us for that Obedience, 
which is filial. In a Vi^ord ; this diftruftful 
and unbelieving- Temper weakens every Prin- 
ciple of Piety, and impoverifhes the whole 
Soul. Whence come ipiritual Ofcitancy and 
Remiflhefs ? Whence proceed Sterility and Un- 
fruitfubiefs in the Knowledge of CHRIST? 
St. Peter afcribes them all to an habitual Un- 
belief. Such Perfons, he fays, bave forgotten 
that tbey were purged from their former Sins ♦. 
— In the Regenerate, where it remains, it is 
very detrimental 5 for ihef that will not believe^ 
Jhall not be ejlablijhed ^ : In the Unregenerate, 

where 

— Though our LORD JESUS wasmoft amiably ten- 
der and gentle ; yet, when Severity was neceflary and whole- 
fome. He knew how to be fevere. Our all-wife PHYSI- 
CIAN could apply the Cffi^V, as well as adminifler the 
CerdiaL 

♦ 2 Pit. u 8, 9, t ^'*. vii. 9. 



366 DIALOGUE XVI. 

where it prevails, it is dbCohittly deOxudiv^j 
and though it xnay not kiU 1^ an Apoplexy, 
it waftes like a Confumptioa. 7^ couU ml 
enter in, becaufe ofUnkeUef*^ 

Let Us then, my dear Friend, cqft av(y tbif 
Sin, which ^ ei^y befets Us Iboth. It dogs ow* 
Feet ; it hampers all oyr Powers ; and hindeu^ 
Us from running, with Alacrity and fSpeed, 
the Race that is Jet before Us. — ^What lays J}avi4? 
GOD hatbfpoken in bis Holinefs^i hath made 
an exprefs and inviolable Promiie, that I ^all 
be Ruler of his People yr0eL I wll rgince 
therefore 5 Away with every alarming Appre- 
heniion ; I will even exidt and triumph. Nay 
more \ I will dinnde Sbefbem^ and mete wt the 
Valley ofSuccotbi I will look upon the wrhole 
Land as my own. I will divide it, and di(^ 
pofe of it, juft as if it was ah*eady in my Pof- 
feifion. — ^Whyihould not you and I alfo fay? 
GOD hatbfpoken in his U(Mnefs\ hath expreOy 
and folemnly declai*ed, ^he Fnmife of ^sk all- 
fufficient SAVIOUR is to Ym. We v^iU rejoice 
therefore:'^ confiding in this «Q0: faithful Word„ 
We will hid adieu to all 4jj(^uiatifiig Fears, and 
make our Soai): of this gkvious REDEEMER. 
Yes; notwithftaading all our Unworthineis, 
CHRIST and his Atonement, CHRIST 
and his Righteoufiiefe, are our^ Amidfl: aU 

our 

• Hii.vi. 19. i Pfil* Ix. 6. 
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an^ Temptations, this is our Anchor ; its Hold 
2S ftrm, «i4 its Ground immoveable ♦. 

Thr. I have heiu^ Tome People diiHngiu(h, 
tcCweo) ^ Faitii of ReUancCt and the Faith 
<^ ,4ffifnmcei between the refle:* and the direS 
Ad pf Fai^. Methinks, I approve theTe Senti- 
loeol^s, t^gh I di^e the Terms. The Senti- 
j]ieat« ar« ioely adapted to the Rdiief of human 
Infirmity* though the Terms ore rather too ab* 
(Itr^ for iH'diaary Capacities to underfland. 

Afp;, I cannot iay, that I am vejy fond, either 
pf ^e «w. or of the other. In my Opinion, 
they both partake too much , of the Subtilty 
of the Schools ; and are more likely to create 
Perplexity, than to adminifber godly Edifying. 
For which CLeaibn, I fhould chooie to drop 
the di^icuk Phrafes, and not to dwdl on the 
nice Diftinftions.— rYct, if We muft not dif- 
miis them, without fome Notice, I woidd juft 
remark — 

That, what they call Faith of ReUtMc*^ in* 
dudes or prefuppofes a D^%e of A0uraace. 
Who would rely upon a Satisfaction made, 

without 

* This very important Doctrine is more copioufly difplay- 
ed, in » Seixnon of Mr. Erfiin^t ep litK.JJJiirtmct if Faith, 
Vol. m. jp. ^p;.-..Wa» I to rejid, «» order x» r^fijgie my 
Tafte, or impiovs my Siyl^ } I would prefer Bp. Mtfrkmj'* 
Sermons, Dr. Btttt'i Werju, or Mr. Sttfi ^ifcour^s. But 
was I to rod, with a fiiurl« View to thp fdificatipn of my 
Heart, in truv Faitft, foUd Comfort, and evangelical Hoil- 
nefs i I would hiave Recourfe to Mr. ErJkiiUt and take bit 
Volumes for my Tutor. 
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without being firft perfuaded, that the Sa^tis^ 
fa6tion is for Him and his Iniquities ? Reli^ 
ance, feparated from this Perfuafion, feems to- 
be neither comfortable, nor reafonable.— As to 
thofe, who are zealous Advocates for the reflex 
Aft of Faith ; who advife Us, to prbve our 
Title to Comfort, by genuine Marks of Con*- 
verfion ; and teach Us, on this Column to fix 
the Capital of Affurance ; I would rather pro- 
pofe a Queftion, than advance Objeftions.— 
Is not this fomewhat like placing the Dome of 
a Cathedral upon the Stalk of a Tulip? 

T!ber. No, fay They ; it was the Praftice of 
the Apoftle Himfelf ; and He has left it upon 
Record, as a Pattern for all Pofterity to copy. 
We know that We are paffed from Death unto 
Life^ becaufe We love the Brethren. 

Afp. Obferve, "Theron^ the Procefs of the 
Apoftle's Reafoning. It is like tlie Form of an 
inverted Cone; where You have firft the Point, 
and from thence proceed to the Bafe. So the 
facred Writer begins with the lefs, and afcends 
to the^ greater Proof. He fays, in one of the 
following Verfes ; Hereby perceive We the Love 
of GOD ^y becaufe He laid down his Life^ not 

merely 

* I John ill. i6. The Word GOD is not in Ac OririnaL 
It was omitted by the Apoftle, juft as the particular Name 
is omitted by Maryj when She fpeaks to the Gardener ; Sir^ 
if thou haft borne Him hence\ and bv the Churchy when She 
addrefTes the facred Objed of her AneAion i Let Him kifs me 
with the Kijfes of his Mouth : John xx. 15. Cantic. 1. u — 

In 
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merely for Sinners, hut for Us in particular.-— 
Here, You fee, is Affurance by the direft Aft 
of Faith. From this Truth believed, from this 
Bleffing received, the Love of the Brethren 
takes its Rife. Which may very juftly be ad- 
mitted as an Evidence, that our Faith is real, 
and our Affurance no Delufion. As yonder 
Leaves may ferve to diftinguifh the particular 
Species, and afcertain the healthy State, of the 
Trees on which they grow. 

When your Tenants bring in their Rent, 
this affords no contemptible Evidence, that the 
Lands, which they refpeftively occupy, are 
yours. But this is a Proof which does not 
occur, either every Day or every Week ; it is 
occafional only, and of the fubordinate Kind. 

The grand Demonftration, that which is 

always at hand, and always forcible, is, your 
Poffeffion of the Deeds of Conveyance. Thus, 
the Promife of GOD in his divine Word is our 
Charter, or the authentic Conveyance of our 
Right to Pardon and Salvation. Make juft 
the fame Difference between this Promife and 

your 

In all wliich Places, there is a J^anguage, a very emphatica! 
Language, even in the Silence. It declares, how deeply the 
Heart was penetrated, how totally the Thoughts were pof- 
fefled, by the beloved and illuftrious Subjeft. It exprefles 
alfo the fuperlative Dignity and Amiablencfs of the Perfoit 
meant : asH^hough Hcy and He alongy either was, or deferved 
to be, known and admired by Jll. For which Reafon, to 
mention his Name, or difplay his Excellenciesj Teemed ^ 
nffdlefsy as to (hew Light to die opened Eye. 

Vol. Ill, Bb 
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your own Holinefs^ as You make between the 
Writings of your Eftate and the Receival of 
the Revenues, You will then judge aright^ 
becauie your Judgment will coincide with the 
Apoftle's. 

Befides ; this Nfethod of feeking Peace and 
AfTurance, I fear, will embarrafs the iimple-f 
minded ; and cherifh, rather than fuppreis» 
the Fludhiations of Doubt. For, kt the 
Maiks be what You pleafe, a Love of the Bre- 
thren or a Love of all Righteoufnefs, a Change 
of Heart or an Alteration of Life 5 thefe good 
Qualifications are fometimes like the Stars at 
Noon-Day, not eqfily^ if at all, difcemable ; or 
elfe they are like a Glow-worm in the Nighty 
glimmerings rather than fliining* Confequent* 
ly will yield, at the beft, but a feeble, at the 
word, a very precarious Evidence. — If, infuch 
a manner, We fhould acquire fome little AI^ 
furance, how foon may it be unfettled by the 
Incurlions of Temptation, or deftroyed by the 
Prevalence of Sin I At fuch a Jun6hire, hovy 
will it keep its Standing ! How retain its Be-* 
ing ! It will be as a tottering Wall, before the 
Tempeft > or as the Rujh without Mirey and the 
Flag without Water *. 

Inftead therefore of poring on our ownHearts> 
to difcover^ by inherent Qualities, our Intereft 
in CHRIS% I fliould rather renew my Appli- 

catioa 

* 5W viii.. iu 
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cation to the free and faithful Promife of the 
LORD; affert and maintain my Title, on 

this unalterable Ground* " Pardon is mine, 

« I would fay, Grace is mine, CHRIST znA. 
" all his ipiritual Bleffings are mine* Why ? 
** becaufe I am confcious of fanftifying Opc^* 
" rations in my own Breaft ? Rather becaufe. 
« GOD hatbfpoken in bis Holinefs ; becaufe all 
« thefe precious Privileges are configned over 
«* to me in the everlafting Golpel, with a Qear- 
«< nefs unqueftionable as the Truth, with a 
" Certainty inviolable as the Oatbof GOD." 

Caft your Eye into yonder Meadow. Take 
notice of that induftrious Fijherman j how in- 
tent He is upon the Purfuit of his Bufmefs. 
He has juft thrown his Net, and taken a con- 
fiderable Booty. You do not fee Him (pend- 
ing his Time in idle Triumphs, on Account 
of bis Succefs. He does not (land to meafure 
the Dimenfions of the Fifh, or compute the 
Value of his Prize. But having, without De-^ 
lay, fecured the Captives ; He prepares for am-' 
tber Caft, and hopes for another Draught- 
So let Us, inftead of exulting in any paft Ac- 
quifitions, feek afrefh to the inexhauftible Ful- 
nels of our SAVIOUR, for renewed Com*- 
munications. That, having Life and having^ 
Peace from Him, We may have them more 
abundantly *. Then will be fulfilled the Say- 
ing that is written i Tbe Jujl^ the righteous in 
P b 2 JESUS 
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JESUS CHRISr—Jkall live, fhall be deli- 
vered from Condemnation and Death; fhall 
perfevere and advance in the Life of Comfort 
and Holinefs — how ? By refle6ling on his own 
Attainments ? No; but 6y the Exercife of 
Faith*. By cleaving infeparably to CHRIST^ 
and by depending inceffantly on CHRIST. 

This, I verily think, nay this, the Apoftlc 
teftifies, is the moft efFe6lual Way of feeding 
that Lamp, and quickening that Flame ; which, 
having cheared Us in our earthly PDgrimage, 
will be brightened up into immortal Glory in 
the Heavens. 

Here they went in ; and, after a flight Re- 
f refliment, took Coach. — As they were return- 
ing Home, Theron obferved, with Concern, 
the changed and melancholy Afpeft of Things, 
in the Territories of the Hufbandman. The 
Fields of Corn, which a little while ago, were 
gracefully ereft, or foftly inclining to the 
Breeze, lay funk and flatted under the impe- 
tuous Rains. — Such, added AJpafiOy fiich I ap- 
prehend will be our Faith, if it afpires not 
after Aflurance, or if its Afliirance is eredted 
on any Endowments of our own. O \ that it 
might be rooted^ like thofe full-grown Oaks, 
under which We lately walked ! znd grounded -f, 

like 

♦ Rem, i. 17. 
t Rooted and grounded^ c^pi^eoufvoi xoei rcBf/McXiw/eAfvoi. 
Thcfc are the Apoftle's beautiful Ideas, or rather expreflive 
Similitudes, each cginprchcnd^ in a fuigl? Wyd. Epb. m*ii. 
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like that well-built Edifice,, which is ftill in 

our View ! 1 join with my Afpafio in this 

Wilh 5 and muft beg of Him to inform me, 

hbw I may attain fo defirable a Bleffing.- 

You have cured me, l^eron^ of making Apo- 
logies : O ! that I might be as fuccefsfuUy in- 
ftrumental, in delivering my Friend from his 
Doubts ! That the Gofpel might come to 0s, 
as it came to the Tbejfabmians^ not in Word onfyy 
ita in Power, and in the HOLT GHOST, and 
in much AJfurance * / 

Prayer is the firft Expedient. Every good 
Gift is from above, and cometh down from 
the FATHER of Lights. CHRIST is not 
only the Objeft, but the Author and Finiftier 
of our Faith. L O RD, increafe our Faith, was 
the Requeft of the Difciples, and fhould be 
the prevailing Language of our Hearts. 

Seek the bUJfed SPIRIT. That He may 
teftify of GOD, teftify of CHRIST; and bear 
witnefs with dur Spirit. — ^Teftify of GOD, that 
He hath given unto Us eternal Life. — Teftify of 

CHRIST, that this Life is in his SONf. 

Bear witnefs with our Spirit, that IFe are the 
Children ofGODX* — ^y doing this. He is an 
Earneji § of our eternal Happinefs and Glory : 
He is a Seal \\ of our Security and Perfeverance 
unto the Day of Redemption, 

Lay 

♦ I Thejf.u 5. t I Johnw ii, % Rom.ynu i6. 
§ 2 Cor. u 22. II Eph, i. 13. 

B b3 
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Lay up many of the divine Promifes in your 
Memory. Stock that noble Cabinet with this 
invaluable Treafurc. Faith cometb by bearing*, 
by meditating on, and praying over, this 
Word of Life, and Word of Grace.«—And 
never, never forget the Freenefs, with which 
the Promife is made, and its good Things arc 
beftowed. You are to recdve the one, and 
apply the other, not with a full, but with an 
empty Hand j not as a righteous Pcrfon, but 
as an unworthy Sinner, 

* Rom. X. 17. On which Account the Soiptures aift 
9ii\tiy Tbt Words of Faith, iTim.iY-6, ' 
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I HE next Morning, T'heron ordtr^ 
ed a cold Collation to be prepar* 
ed, and his Pleafare^Boat to hold 

itfelf in Readinefew ^Breakfaft 

being difpatched, and fomc neceflSuy Orders, 
relating to the Family, given — ^Now, fays He 
to Afpafioj let me fulfil my Promife ; or rather 
let us execute our mutual Engagement; and 
confign the Remainder of this mild and charm** 
ing Day, to a rural Excurfion. 

We will take our Rout along one of the 
Jmeji Rocdi in the World. A Road, incom- 
parably more curious and durable, than the 
famous Caufeys raifed by thofe puiflant Hands 
which conquered the'Glohe« A Road, that 
has fubfiftcd from the Beginning of time ; 
and» though frequented by innumerable Car- 
riages, laden with the heavieft Burdens, has 
B b 4 ' ncv^er 
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never been gulled, never wanted Repair, to 

this very Hour. Upon this, they ftep into 

the Chariot, and are conveyed to a large «^w-. 
gable River^ about three Quarters of a Mile 

diftant from the Houfe. ^Here they 'launch. 

upon a new Element, attended by two or 
three Servants, expert at handling the Oar, 
and managing the Nets. 

Is this the Road, replied Afpajto^ on which 
my Friend beftows his Panegyric ? It is indeed 
more curious in its Strufture, and more dur- 
able in its Subftance, than the celebrated Ro^ 
man Caufeys. Though I muft affure you, 
that the latter are very high in my Efte^m. I 
admire them far beyond Trajaris Pillar, or 
Caracalla's Baths ; far beyond the idle Pomp of 
the Pantheon^ or the worfe than idle Magnifi* 
cence of the Amphitheatre. They do the trueft 
Honour to the Empire ; becaufe, while they 
were the Glory of Rome^ they were a general 
Good * ; and not only a Monument of her 
Grandeur, but a Benefit to Mankind. 

But more than all thefe Works, I admire 
that excellent and divinely gracious Purpofe, 

to 

* Thefe Roads ran through all Italy^ and ftretched themi 
lelvcs into the Territories of France. They were carried 
acrofs the AlpSj the Pyrenean Mountains, and through the 
whole Kingdom of Spain. Some of them, towards the 
South, reached even to ^fA/^/tf ; and fome of them, to- 
wards the North, extended as far as Scotland. The Remains 
of ^everal of them continue in England to this Day ; though 
they were made, it maybe, above 1500 Years ^o. 
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to which Providence made the Empire itfelf 
fiibfervient. It was a kind of Road or Cau- 
fey, for the everlaJHng Gofpel^ and afforded 
the Word of Life a free^Paflage, to the very 
Ends of the Earth. The evangelical Dove 
mounted the Wings of the Roman Eagle; and 
flew, with furprifing Expedition, through all 

Nations. ^Who would have thought, that 

infatiable Ambition and the moft bloody Wars, 
fliould be paving a Way for the PRINCE of 
Humility and Peace ? How remote from all 
human Apprehenfion, was fuch a Defign; 
and how contrary to the natural Refult of 
Things, was fuch an Event ! How remarkably 
therefore was that Obfervation of the Pfalmiil 
verified ; His Ways are in the Sea, and his Paths 
in the great Waters^ and his Footjleps are not 
kn&wn * / 

Converfing on fuch agreeable Subjefts, they 
were carried by the Stream, through no lefs 
agreeable Scenes* They pafs by Hills, clothed 
with hanging Woods; and Woods, arrayed 
in varying Green. Here, excluded from a 
Sight of the out-ftretched Plains, they are en- 
tertained with a Group of unfubftaritiallvmgts^ 
and the Wonders of a mimic Creation. — An- 
other Sun (hines, but ftript of his blazing 
Beams, in the watery Concave : while Clouds 
foil along the downward Skies, and Ibmetime^ 

dif- 

♦ PfaL Ixxvii. 19. 
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difclofc, fometimcs draw a Veil over, the radiant 
Orb. Trees, with their inverted Tops, either 
flourifti in the fair Serene below j or elfe paint, 
with a pleafing Deliifion, the pellucid Flood* 
Even the Mountains are there, but in a head* 
long Pofture s and, notwithftanding their pro- 
digious Bulk, they quiver in this floating Mir- 
ror, like the poplar Leaves which adorn their 
Sides. 

Soon as the Boat advances, and difturbs the 
placid Surface ; the Waves, pufhed haflily to 
the Bank, bear bfF, in broken Fragments, the 
liquid Landfcbape. The fpreading Circles /eem^ 
ed to prophecy, as they rolled ; and pronounced 
the Pleafures of this prefent State— the Pomp 
of Power, the Charm of Beauty, and the Echo 
of Fame — ^pronounced them tranfienty as their 
fpeedy Paflage ; empty y as their unreal Freight^ 
---Seemed to prophecy ? It was mwe. Ima* 
gination heard them utter, as they ran > 

I'hus pafs tbejhadmvy Scenes of Ufe away! 

Anon, they emerge from this fluid Alley, 
and dart amidft the Level of a ipacious Mea- 
dow. The Eye, lately immuredy though in 
pleafurable X^nfinement, now expands her de- 
lighted View, into a Space almoft boundlefe, 
and amidft Obje£b little fhort of mnumerable, 
— Tranfported for a while, at the numberlels 
Vaiiety of beauteous Images, poured in fweet 

Con- 
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Confufion all around, fhe hardly knows, where 
to fix, or which to purfue. Recovering, at 
length, from the pleafing Perplexity j fhe glances, 
quick and inAantaneous> acrofs all the inter- 
mediate Plain, and marks the diftant Mountains^ 
How Clifts climb over Clifts, till the huge 
Ridges gain upon the? Sky : how their dimi- 
nifhed Tops are drefled in Blue, or wrapped 
in Clouds ; while all thek leafy StruftuTes, and 
all their fleecy Tenants, are lofl in Air. 

Soon fhe quits thefe aerial Summits, and 
ranges the ruflet Heath : here, fhagged with 
Brakes, or tufted with Rufhes; there, inter- 
iperfed with flraggling Thickets, or folitary 
Trees; that feem, like difaffe6ied Partifans, 
to ihuji each other's Shade, — A Spire^ placed 
in a remote Valley, peeps over the Hills. Senje 
is furprifed at the amufive Appeai*ance ; is ready 
to fufpedt, that the Column rifes, like fome in- 
chanted Edifice, from the rifted Earth. But 
Reajh looks upon it, as the Earnefl of a hid-p 
den Vale, and the fure Indication of an adja- 
cent Town. Performing, in this Refpeft, 
much the fame OfSce to the Eye, as Faitb exe^ 
cutes with regard to the Soul, when it is tbe 
Evidence oflUngs notjeen*. 

Next, ihc roves, with increafing Pleafure, 
over fpadous Tracts of fertile Glebe, and cul- 
tured Fields. Where Cattle, c^ every graceful 

Form', 
♦ m. xi. 1. 
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Form, and every valuable Quality, crop the 
tender Herb, or drink the cryffal Rills. — ^Prc- 
fently, (he dwells with the higheft Compla- 
cency, on Towns of Opulence and Splendor ; 
which fpread the facred Dome, and lift the fo- 
cial Roof. Towns, no longer furrounded with 
the ftern forbidding Majefty, of unpaflable 
Entrenchments, and impregnable Ramparts ; 
but incircled with the delicate, the inviting 
Appendages of Gardens and Orchards : thofey 
decked with all the foft Graces of Art and Ele- 
gance ; tbefey blufhing and pregnant with the 
more fubftantial Treafures of fruitful Nature. 
— ^Wreaths of afcending Smoke, intermingled 
with Turrets and lofty Pinnacles^ feem to con- 
tend which fhall get fartheji from the Earth, 
and neareft to the Skies. Happy for the Inha- 
bitants ! If fuch was the habitual Tendency 
of their Defires * ; if no other Contention 
was known in their Streets. 

Villas, 

♦ This Comparifon, I think,, cannot appear vulgar to 
thofe Perfons, who have read, and who reverence, The Book 
of Canticles, There, the Church, afcending continually in 
her Affeilions, to her beloved JESVSj and to her heavenly 
Home, is charadlerizcd bv this very Similitude, ff^ho is this 
that cometh out of the IVildemefs like Pillars of Smoke ? Cantic. 
iii. 6. — ^Though it muft be confeiTed, that this Similitude, 
like many of the Illufirations ufed in Scripture, might have 
a Sort of local Propriety j peculiar to the People of that Age, 
Country, and Religion. It might probably, refer to thofe 
Columns of Smoke, which arofe from the Bumt-Offeringj 
or fumed from the Altar of Incenfe. If fo, this Circum- 

ftancc 
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* Villas y elegant and magnificent, feated in the 
Center of an ample Park, or removed to the 
Extremity of a lengthened Lawn : not far 
from a beautiful Refervou* of (landing Waters, 
or the more falutary Lapfe of a limpid Stream. 

Villages^ clad in homely Thatch, and 

lodged in the Bofom of cluftering Trees. Ruf- 
tics, finging at their Work j Shepherds, tun- 
ing their Pipes, as they tend their Flocks ; 
Travelers, purfuing each his refpedlive Way, 
in eafy and joyous Security. 
r How plealing, faid Afpajio^ is our Situation ! 
How delightful is the Afpeft of all Things ! 
One would almoft imagine, that nothing could 
exceed it, and that nothing can increafe it. 
Yet there is a Method of increajing even this 

copious 

fiance muft give a Solemnity and Dignity to the Idea, of 
which many Readers are not at all aware, and which in- 
deed no modern Reader can fully conceive. 

May I take leave to mention another Comparifon of this 
Kind r The Enemies of the LORD Jball confume as the Fat 
^ Lambs ; yea^ even as the Smoke JhaU they confume away, 
PfaK xxxvii. 20. — Js the Fat of Lambs ^ is not to Us zjlrik^ 
ing Reprefentation. But to thofe • who attended the Altar, 
who faw the un£hious and moft combuftible Parts of the 
Vi6Um blazing in the facred Fire, it prefented a very lively 
Image. Which was ftill more appofite and fignificant, if the 
Pfalm was fung, while the Sacrifice was burning. — None I 
.ry.)>elieve, in fuch a Cafe, could forbear either obferving or ad- 
"'Ittiring the beautiful Gradation : *' They (hall pcrifh as yon- 
<* der Fat^ which is fo eafily fct on fire ; and, when once ia 
<< a Flame, is fo fpeedily confujned. Nay, they fhall be as 
V the Smoke^ which is ftill more tranfient. Whofe light 
«« unfubftantial Wreaths, but juft make their Appearance 
** to the Eye \ and, in a Moment, vaniib into empty Air.** 
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copious Delight, and of heightening even this 
exquifite Pleafurc. — Let me defire my Friend, 
anfwered Theron, to explain his Remark i and 
not only to explain, but to exemplify. — ^If We 
view, refumed AJpafio^, our ovrn pro/per^uSy^a\i^ 
compare it with the aj^iSfe J Condition of Others, 
the Method . I propofe, will be reduced to 
Praftice. Such a dark and mournful Contraft, 
mufl: throw additional Brightneis, even upoQ 
the brighteft Scene. 

Above Us, the Skies fmile with Serenity j 
below Us, the Fields look gay with Plenty ^ 
• all around Us, the fportive Gales 

Fanning their odoriferous JFings dijpenfe 
Native Perfumes j andwhijper^ whence theyjlole 
^hofe balmy Spoils. 

With Us all Circumftances are as ea^^ as the 
Wafture of the Boat j ^sfmooth^ as the Flow of 
the Stream. — But let Us not forget thofe griev* 
ous Calamities, which befal our Brethren, in 
fome remote Trafts of the Earth, or diftant 
Parts of the Ocean. How many Sailors are 
ftruggling, vainly ftruggling, with all the Fury 
of rfending Winds, and dafhing Waves ! While 
their Veflel, flung to and fro by tempejiuous 
Billows, is mounted into the Clouds, or plunged 
into, the Abyfs. Poffibly, the miferable Crew 
hear their Knell founded, in the* ihattered 
Maftj and fee Dcftruftion entering, at the 

burft- 
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burfting Plank«. Perhaps, this very Moment, 

they pour the laft, difmal, dying Shriek 5 and 

fink, irrecoverably fink, in the all-overwhehn-* 

ing Surge. — ^Thc Traveler, in jifrica's barren 

Wafles, pale even amidfi: thofe glowing Regi^ 

ons, pale with prodigious Confternation, fees 

fiidden and fiirprifing Mountains rife. Sees 

the fultry Defart, afcending the Sky, and fwccp^ 

ir^ before the Whirlwind. What can He do ? 

Whither fly? How efcape the approaching 

Ruin ? Alas ! while He attempts to rally hi^ 

Thoughts ; attempts to devife fome feeble £x-^ 

pedient s He is overtaken by the choking Storm, 

and fuffocated amidil the fan^ Inundatiom 

The driving Heaps arc, now, his Executioner ; • 

as the drifted Heaps will, foon, be his Tomb« 

While We poflefs the valuable Privileges^ 
and tade the delicious Sweets of Liberty ^ how 
many Partakers of our common Nature, are 
condemned to perpetual Exile, or hammered 
to the Oar for Life ! How many are immured 
in the Gloom of Dungeons, or buried in the 
Caverns of the Mines; never to behold the 
all-inlivenmg Sun again !-i — ^While Refpeft 
waits upon our Perfons, and Reputation at-* 
tends our Characters : ^e there not ibme un« 
happy Creatures, led forth by the Hand of 
*uindi£iive Jujiice^ to be Speftacles of Horror, 
and Monuments of Vengeance? Sentenced, 
for their enormous Crimes^ to be broke Limb 

by 
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by Limb on the Wheel, or to be impaled alive 
on the lingering Stake. To thefe, the ftrang- 
ling Cord, or the deadly Stab, would be a 
moft welcome Favour. But they muft feel a 
tboufand Deaths, in undergoing one. And this^ 
too probably, is but the Beginning of their 
Sorrows ; will only confign them over to infi- 
nitely more terrible Torment.— —While Eafe 
and Pleafure, in fweet Conjunftion, finooth 
our Paths, and foften our Couch : how many 
we toffing on the Fever's fiery Bed, or toiling 
along Afflidtion's thorny Road ! Some, under 
the excruciatingy but neceflary Operations of 
Surgery: their Bodies ripped open, with a 
dreadful Incifion, to fearch for the torturing 
Stone; or their Limbs lopped off^ by the 
bloody Knife, to prevent the Mortification's 
fatal Spread. Some emaciated by pining Sick- 
nefs, are deprived of all their animal Vigour ; 
and transformed into Spedlres, even before 
their Diflblution *. Thefe are ready to adopt 
the Complaint of the Pfalmiji ; / am withered 
like Grafs ; my Bones are burnt upy as it were a 
Firebrand 'y I go hence like the Shadow that de^ 
farteth. While Health, that ftaple Bleffing ; 
which gives every other Entertainment its Fla- 
vour and its Beauty \ adds the Glofs to all We 

fee, 

♦ A very little Excurfion of Thought will eafiljr convince 
the Reader, that there is no Period qH Time, in which fomc 
of thefe Calamities do not befal our Fellow-creatures, la 
one Part of the World or another. 
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fee, and the Gout to all We tafte; HealtK 
plays at our Hearts ; dances in our Spirits ; 
and mantles in our Cheeks, as the generous 
Champain lately fparkled in our Glafs; 
. We are bleft with a calm Pofleffion of Our- 
felves; with. Tranquility in our Confciences, 
and an habitual Haimony in our Temper. 
Whereas Many, in the doleful Cells, of Luna-^ 
cy^ arc gnaftiing their Teeth, or wringing their 
Hands ; rending the Air with VoUies of horrid 
Execrations, or burdening it with Peals of dif- 
confolate Sighs. And O ! what Multitudes are 
held in fplendid Vaffalage^ by their own domi- 
neering Paffions, or the Vanities of a bewitch-» 
ing World. Far lefs innocently, far more de^ 
plorably difordered *, than the fettered Mad-» 
man, they are gnawed by the invenomed Tooth 
of Envy ; they are agitated by the wild Sallies 
of Ambition ; or feel the malignant Ulcer of 

Jealoufy^ 

* Give me any Plague ^ fays an apocryphal Writer, but the 
Plague of the Heart, Ecclus. icxv, 13. Upon which judi- 
cious and weighty Apothegm, Mafiniffi^s Speech in Mr^ 
Thomfon*^ Sophomjbaj is a very pertinent and affecting Para-« 
phrafe. 

O / fave me from the Tumult of the Soul f 

From the wild Beajl within ! — For^ circling Sands ^ 

JVhen thefwift lyhirlwind whelms them o'er the Lands i 

The roarmg Deeps^ that to the Clouds arife^ 

lyhile %warting thick the mifigfed Lightning fies ; 

TJje Monjlcr-broody to which this Land gives Birlh^ 

The blazing City^ and the gaping Earth ; 

Jill Death 5 y all Tortures y in one Pa?ig combined. 

Are gentle to the Tempejlofthe Mtnd* 

Vol. III. C c 
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Jealoufy, rankling in their Breafts. In Some^ 
Avarice^ like a ravening Harpy, gripes. In 
Some, Revenge, like an im^acable Fury, 
rages. While Others are goaded by lordly and 
imperious Lufts, through the loathforae Seiv^ 
ers of impure Delight; and left, at laft, in 
thofe hated and execrable Dens, where Re* 
morfe rears her fneaky Creft^ and Infamy 
fharpens her hifling Tongue^p— — •— ^ 



Why this long Paufe I replied Heron. Your 
Obfervations are as ufeful,. as they are ]uA^ 
We fhould all be acquainted, at leaft in Spe* 
culation acquainted, with Grief > and fend our 
Thoughts, if not our Feet, to vifit the Abodes 
of Sorrow..— —That, in this School^ We may 
learn a fympathizing Pity, for our difhefled 
Fellow-creatures ; and fee, in this Glafe, our 
inexpreffible Obligations to the Groodnefs of 
Providence. Which has crowned our Table 
with Abundance, and replenifhed our Cup 
with Delicacies; permitting neither Penury to 
flint the Draught, nor Adverfity to mingle her 
Gall. — Go on, I muft Intreat You, with your 
Defcription of comparative Felicity. We have 
a large Circuit ftill to make, before We arrive 
at,our intended Port. And I could wif!i, that 
your Difcourfe might keep Pace with the Cur- 
rent, 

Since 
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Since You approve the Subjeft, anfwered 
AJPapo^ I will pui'fue it a little farther. — We, 
the Inhabitahts of this favoured Ifle, breathe 
an Air of the moft j^r^^^^iS? Temperature, and 
ifloft wholfonie Qualities* feut how many Na- 
tiofis languifh under brazen Skies, vaulted as 
it were with Fire ? They welter amidft thofe 
t'Urnaces of the Suit, till their " Vifage is 

" burnt, and black as a Coal *." ^What is 

far fnore difaftrous, Beds of Sulphur and com* 
buftible Materials, lie in fubterraneous Am- 
bufh, ready to fprihg the irrefijiible Mine. Ere 
l6hg — -perhaps, on fome Day of univerfal Fe- 
ffivity -f , or in fome Night of deep Repofe — 
to be touched by Heaven's avenging Hand* 
Then, with wTiat outrageous Violence will they 

burft! 

♦ Lafh. W. i. 

t There is a remarkable Paflagc in P/al. Iviii. to. which 
limm to denote fome fuch uMixpiiftd^ hat Jpeeify and imvit- 
gbk Doom. It is obfcured, not a little, by the Verfion ad« 
foitted into our Liturgy. I believe, the true Translation 
may be feen in the followrhg Italksj and th^ true Sehfe learnt 

frtwri the inUrw$V€M Parapbrafe. -Speedijy, or before pur 

Pots can perceive the Warmth of blazing Thorns^ fiall HE 
t&at ruleth orcr att, Tw^p ^ay thie Wicked : /weep him 
mtuaj by n Stroke of righteous hvUgnationj as by a fierce and 
mwhty Tempeft ^ fo that, gvenfrom the Fulnefs of bis Suf* 
£c&l^cv» and (he Htcidit of his Profperity^ He (hall be 
ptungM is^to tttter Deftru6Bon.— The Word ♦n* which is 
very unhaDpily rend^^ed raw^ fignifies a State of Profpefitf 
ox pliofuram Enjoyment, t Sam. xxv. 6. — The whole Vcrfe, 
in a Gradutioli of ftriking Images, gives Us a moft awful 
Difplay of diviht Vengeance. Vengeance, quite fuddcn, 
utterly irrefiftible, iMid overtaking the fecure Sinner, amidft 
all the Careifes of, What the World calls, Fortune. 

C c a 
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burft! Rock the Foundations of Nature! 
Wrench open the ponderous Jaws of Earth ! 
And fwallow up aftoniflied Cities, in the dark^ 
tremendous, clofing Chafm ! 

Thefe Earthquakes^ it may be, both precede 
and portend, tbePeJtilence that walketh in Dark^ 
nefsy and the Sicknefs that deftroyetb at Noon^ 
day *. They are, at once, a fearful Omen, and 
a ruinous Blow. The ftagnating Atmofphere> 
rank with malignant Vapours, becomes a Source 
of deadly Infeftion : or, replete with poifonous 
Animalcules, Is one vaft incumbent Cloud of 
living Bane. If the aftive Gales arife, they 
arife only to ftir the Seeds of Difeafe, and dif- 
fufe the fatal Contagion far and near. Un- 
happy People! The Flague^ that fevere Mi- 
nifter of divine Indignation, fixes her Head- 
quarters in their blafted Provinces j and fends 
Death abroad, on his pale Horfe -f-, to empty 
their Houfes, depopulate their Towns, and' 
croud their Graves. 

Our Ifland is feldom vifited with either of 
thefe dreadful Judgments j and has never fuC- 
tained any very confiderable Calamity from 
the former. However, let Us not be prefump- • 
tuoufly fecure. We have, not long ago, re- 
ceived an awful Warning, The Rod has been 
ihaken, or rather the Sword has been bran- 

iiiflied, over our Territpries. Who can for- 

/ get 

• ?JeiU xci. 6. t -R^'. vi. 8. 
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get the general Confternation, that feized our 
Metropolis y on Occalion of the late Earthquake? 
And not without Reafon. For, of all divine 
Vifitations, this is the moft terribly vindidive. 
The Whirlwind xsjlow in its Progrefs ; War is 
gentle in its Affaults ; even the raging Pefti- 
Jence is a mild Rebuke; compared with the 
inevitable, the all-ovef^whelming Fury of an 
Earthquake. When it begins, it alfo makes 
an End *. Puts a Period, in a few Minutes, 
to the Work of Ages. Ruins all, without Di- 
ftinftion ; and there is no Defence from the 
deftiiiftive Stroke. 

Should almighty Vengeance ftir up again 
thofe fierce fubterranean Commotions : fhould 
the moj9: high G O D bid ftrong Convulfions 
tear the Bowels of Nature, and make the Foun- 
dations of the World tremble like a Leaf: 
What, O ye carelefsones -f-. What will You do ? 

Whither will You fly ? See ! the Pavement 

finks under your Feet. Your Houfes are tot- 
tering over your Heads. The Ground, on 
every Side, cracks and opens like a gaping 
Grave ; or heaves and fwells like a rolling Sea. 
A Noife of Crafting X is heard from without, 
occafioned by the rending Streets, and falling 
Struftures. Thunders, infernal Thunders |(, 

bellow 

♦ I Sam. iii. 12. t Jfi^^' xxxii. rr. % Zeph. i. 10. 

B Before the Overthrow of Catania by an Earthquake, a 
Noife was heard, vaft and horrid, as if all the Artillery ia 
ibc World was difcharged at once. 

C c 3 
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bellow from beneath > mingled with defpairing 
Shrieksj and dying Groans from thofe wretch- 
ed Creatures, who are jammed bctweea tl^c 
clofing Earth, or going down alive into tfc© 
horrible Pit *. — ^Where now will You fly ? To 

your 

* Very memorable, and equally tremendous^ is the Ac- 
count of the Earthquake, that vifited Sicily ^ in the Year 1693. 
It fhook the whole IdandJ The Mifchief it caufed, is- 
amazing. Fifty-four Cities and Towns, befide an i^re- 
dible Number of Villages, were either demoliihed, or gr^tlj 
damaged. Catania^ one of the moil femous and flourifliing 
Cities in the Kingdom, was intirely deftroyed. Of 18,9x4 
Inhabitants, 18000 perifhed. 

Another Earthquake almoft as dreadful, and in the fame 
Year, fpread Dcfolation through the Colony of Jamaica. In two 
Minutes Time, it (hook down, and laid unrar Wa(^» bmic 
Tenths of the Town of Port-royaL In lefs than a. Minute, 
three Quarters of the Houfes, and the Ground they ftood on, 
together with the Inhabitants, were quite fimk: and dbe 
little Part left behind, was no better than Heaps of Rubhiflu 
The Shake was fo violent, that it threw People down 
upon their Knees, or their Faces, as they were running 
about for Shelter. The Ground heaved and fwelled, like a 
rolling Sea ; and feveral Houfes^ ftill ftanding, were ihuflkd 
fome I ards out of their Places. The Earth would crack and 
yawn ; would open and (hut, qujck and faft. Of which bor« 
rid Openings, two or three hundred might be feen at once. ' 
In fome whereof, the People went down, and were feen no 
more. In fome they dcfcended, and rofe again in other 
Streets, or in the Middle of the Harbour. Some fwiftly 
clofuig, feized the miferable Creatures, and prefled them to 
Death ; leaving their Heads, or half their Bodies abore 
Ground, to be a Spe6lacle of Terror, and a Prey to Dogs. 
Out of others would iffuc whole Rivers of Water, foouted 
to a great Height in the Air, and threatening a Deluge 
to that Part, which the Earthquake fparcd.— Scarce a Plani- 
ing-houfe or Suear-work was left Aanding in all the Ifland. 
Two thoufand Lives were loft, and a thoufand Acres of 
Land funk. The whole was attended with frightful Noifes» 

with 
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3four ftrong Towers ? They are (battered in 

Pieces. To the ftronger Rocks ? They are 

thrown out of their Place, To the open 

Fields? They are a frightful Gulph, yawning 
to devour You. — ^Where-ever You fly i in the 
Wildncfs cf yoor EHftraftion, where-ever you 
feek for Shelter; It fhall ht^ as i//i Man fled 
from a Uon^ and a Bear met Him ; or nvent int9 
the Houfe^ and kaned his Hand ufon the Wall^ 
and a Serfent bit Him *. 

Yet, there is one Place of Refuge, which 
will prove an inviolable Sanftuary, and a per- 
fect Security. 1 mean, the great, the gracious, 
the adorable REDEEMER'S Righteoufnefs. 
Bither let Us betake ourfelves. Now^ before 
the Day of Defolation cometh, let us betake 
Ourfelves to this Stromg-hold. Then, (hall We 
have no ReaJbn to fear, though the Earth be 
moved, and though the Hills be carried inta 
the Midft of the Sea. For thus faith G O D, 
the omnipotent and faithful GOD; T!he Sun 
and the Moon Jhall be darkened^ and the Start 
Jhall withdraw their Shining. Tjhe LORD alfi 
Jhall roar out of Sion^ and utter his Voice from 
Jerufalem. The Heavens and the Earth fl^all 
Jhakei but the LORD JESUS CHRIST, wili 

be 
with briinftone Blafts, and afFcnfive Smells. The noiibmc 
Vapours belched forth, corrupted the Air, and brought on a 
general Sicknefs ; which fwept away more than three thou- 
fand of thofe, who efcaped the Fury of the Earthquake. See 
Chamb. Di^f. on the Word Earthquait. 
♦ Jm$\. 19. 

Cc4 
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be the Hope of bis People^ and the Strength of the 

Children of Ifrael *. Or, if the true Believer 

js involved, in the fame undiftinguifhed Ruin 
with the Ungodly \ even this Ihall turn to his 
*Gain. It (hall exempt Him from the linger-- 
ing Pains, and the melancholy Solemnities of 
a dying Bed. Like Elijah's fiery Chariot, it 
fliall fpeedily waft his Soul to the Bofom of 
his SAVIOUR. While the hideous Cavern, 
that whelms his Body in the Center, fhall be 
its Chamber of Reft, till the beloved BRIDE- 
GROOM comes, and the Day of Refurre6tion 
dawns. 

We lift up our Eyes, and behold the radiant 
Colours, which flufti the Forehead of the 
Morning: We turn, and gaze upon the no 
lefs beautiful Tinges, which impurple the 
Cheek of Evening. We throw around our 
View, and are delighted with numberlefs 
Forms of Fertility, that both decorate and in- 
rich our Plains. Whereas, other Countries 

pre over-run with immenfe Swarms of Locufts : 
which intercept, where-ever they fly, the fair 
Face of Day 3 and deftroy, where-ever they 
^ight, the green Treafures of the Ground, 
. Ah ! what avails it, that the laborious Hind 
fows his Acres i or the fkilful Hufl^andman 
prunes his Vineyard? That Spring, with her 

prolific 

♦ Jcdm. 16, I J', 
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prolific Moifture, fwells the Bud; or, with 
her delicate Pencil, paints the^Bloflbm ? Nor 
Grain, nor Fruit, can hope for Maturity; 
while thefe rapacious and baleful Creatures in- 
feft the Neighbourhood. They ravage the 
Gardens. They ftrip the Trees, and fhave the 
Meadows. Scarce a fingle Leaf remains on 
the Boughs, or fo much as a fingle Stalk in 
the Furrows. A Fire devouretb before them^ 
and behind them a Flame burneth : the Land is as 
the Garden of Eden before them^ and behind them 
a defolate Wilder nefs: yea^ and nothing can efcape 
them *. 

Now, let the dreadful Artillery roar from 
all its iron Throats, and difgorge the heavieft 
Glut of mortal Hail. Now, Ye Sons of 
Slaughter j Mitnjkilfulto dejlroy -f ; now hurl the 
fulphureous Globes, which kindle into a Hur- 
ricane of Fire, and burft in ragged Inftruments 
of Ruin. — To no Purpofe. The linked Thun- 
derbolts are turned into Stubble; the burfting 
Bombs are accounted as Straw. Thefe Armies 

of 

* A Fire devour eth before ihenij and behind them a Flame 
burneth. Joel ii. 3. This is one of thofc bold and exprejfvue , 
Metaphors, in which the Hebrew Language delights, and by 
which it is eminently diftinguiihed. It fignifies a total De- 
vajlation of the vegetable Produce. Such as muft enfue, if 
a raging and refiftlefs Fire attended the Progrefs of thefe per-, 
nicious Animals : burning with fuch vehement Impetuolity, 
that None could quench it 5 fpreading fuch extcnfive Havocl^ 
that nothing could efcape it» 
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of the Air, la^gh at all the formidable Prepa^ 
rations of War; and when they fall m the 
Swordy they Jhall not be wounded ^-^-^iiiv^i&xkg 
and awful Deftination oi the everlaftii^ OOD \ 
At once, to flain the Pride, and chafHfe the 
Guilt of Man ! Thefe are a de^ncable and 
puny Race; dad in no Coat of Mait» bat 
crudied by the iHghteft Toack They wear 
xieither Sword, nor Scymeter, nor any ofFei^ 
five Weapon. Yet, in %ite of of^pofing Le- 
gions, they carry on their Depredations, and 
pufh their Conqnefbb terror marges in thidur 
Eront, and Famine brings up the Rear. They 
ipread univerfal Devaftaticm, as they advance ; 
and frequently give the Signal, for the Pefti- 
lence to follow. Potent Aimies lofe their 
Hands, and hau^bty Tyrants tuemble for their 
Dominions. 

O! 

* The Prophet Joely foretelling the Plague of Locufts^ 

B'ves; under the Ims^e of an embattUd Hoji^^ a moft awAil 
ifplay, of their terrible Appearance j their im^uous Fro- 
gre6 ; the horrible Dread diey raife, as they advance ; and 
the irreparable Mifchief they leave, as thev depart. Adding, 
aniongft other amazing Circumftances, frhen they fall upm 
the Swordy theyflxdl rwt he wounded. Which implies, I ap- 
prehend, that no Method of Slaughter (hould prove deftnic- 
tive to their Troops j or, that every Expedient, contrived 
for their Suppreffion, (hould be utterly baffled. Being,thn>ugh 
their immenfe Numbers as invincihle^ as if every one was 
abfolutely ifwulnerabU'. For, though Millions and Millions 
fhould periOi, by the Weapons of War ^ even fuch a BIow^ 
in reference to their whole alletfhe Bodvj (hould fcaroe be 
perceived as a Lofs, fcarce be felt as a Wound -, neidier di- 
mini(hing their Strength, Aor retarding their March, Joef 
ii. 8. 
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O ! that the Natives of Great-Britain would 
bethink themfdves ! Would break off their 
Sins by Righteoufnefs^ and their Iniquities by 
^erifhing th^ Influences of the Divine SPI- 
RIT! Left this overftnving Scourge *, under 
which fome neighbouring Kingdoms have 
feverely foxarted, fliould be commiffioned to 
vifit ow Borders, and avenge the Quarrel of 
its MAKER'S Honour. — -Diftant as thofe 
counttefs Legions are^ vsrith interpofing Seas 
between ; yet, if GOD lift up a Standard from 
far^ or but hifs-f- unto them from the Ends of 

the 

^ Ovitflowing ScotiTgif Ifiu. xxviii. 15. It is the PropertjF 
of a Scourge to k^y of a River to ovir/ow. The iacred 
Writer, bv an elegant irufovofAocvia which He often yfes^ 
has conneoed thefe different Ideas and different Efie£fa. The 
vindi^ve Vifitadon, with which He threatens the diibbedi- 
€nt Jiwi, (hall pierce deep as a Scourge, zndfpreadwide as 
an Inundation. They (hall feel it to their very Souls ; and 
it (hall involve the whole Nation in Mifeiy, Anguifli, and 
Ruin. 

There feeftis to be fuch a Form of Expreffion in the Ser« 

vice of our Church. When We pray, in behalf of our Fe!- 

. low-chriilians ; <* pour upon them the continual Dew of thy 

*^ Qleffing." That which may be refrefliing and falutary as 

the Dew, yet copious and abundant as the Shower. 

t Hf/s unto them. liai. v. 26. With great Sigriiiicancy^ 
and peculiar Grandeur, the Prophet applies diis Expreffion 
to the LORD GOD of Hofls, influencing the moft power- 
ful Annies, q. d. " They come, widiout a Moment*s 
<< Delay, auid, from the remoteft Regions of the Earth, to 
<< execute all his Pleafure. Formidable andtnnumerable as 
*' they a^c, they come— —I fay not, upon his repeated In- 
^< jun£^ions» or at his Jlri^ Command— but at the /irfly the 
^< very/maU^. Intimation of his WilL-*— Such as the Shep- 
herds ufed to their Flocks ^ liicb as the Bee-men, of old^ 

to 
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the Earth j they come with Speed fwiftly. — ^Who 
will convey this Wifh to the Ears, who will 
tranfmit it to the Hearts, of my Countrymen ? 
That our Land may always appear, as it does 
at prefent, like the Darling of Providence. 
May always refound with the Voice of Joy, 
and be filled with tlie Fruits of Plenty, May 
always wear the Robe of Beauty, and be adorn- 
ed with the Smile of Peace. 

How great are the Advantages of Peace! 
faid l'beror{. Peace at her Leifure plans, and 
leads out Itiduftry to execute, all the noble and 
commodious Improvements, which We behold 
on every Side. Peace fets the Mark of Pro- 
perty on our Pofleffions, and bids Juftice gua- 
rantee them to our Enjoyment. Peace fpreads 
over Us the Banner of the Laws, while We 
tafte, free from Outrage, and fecure from In- 
jyry, the Milk and Honey of our honeft Toil*. 

Amidft 

to their Swarms ; or fuch as We, in thefe Days, to fome o^ 

our domeftic Animals. The Hebrew p'lt^* I would not 

tranflate, jft his IVhiftU \ becaufe this Phrafc, in our Lan- 
guage, creates a vulgar Sound, and conveys a low Idea : 
but fuch is the Import of the Original. Which denotes all 
that unconcerned Eafe of Action, without any of the offenjive 
Familiarity of ^idion. . 

♦ Pax optima Rerumy fays the Latin Poet. — But the Ori- 
entalsy 1 think, difcover the moft fuperlative Efteem for this 
BlefSng, by making it the conftant Form of their.Salutations, 
and the Subje£l of mcir moft cordial Wilhes for their Friends ; 
PEACE BE UNTO THEE !— In thisjhort Swntence, they 



feem to have comprifed.a whole Volume of Mercies : mean- 
Mig, bjr their fingle D1^% ^1 that the Graks cxprcffcd by 

their 
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— Amidft the tumultuous Confufions of War^ 
who could have a Heart to contrive, or a 
Hand to accomplifh, any fuch Works of Dig- 
nity and Ufe ? In thofe Days of Darknefs and 
Diftra6lion, how languid to the Sight are all 
the dewy Landfchapes of Spring ? How infipid 
to the Tafte are all the delicious Flavours of 

Autumn? ^When the Nation is over-run 

with Armies, and embroiled in Slaughter, a 
trembling Hearty and FaMing of Eyes^ and Sor^ 
row of Mind* ^ are the difmal Diftinftion of 
the Times. Inftead of a calm Acquiefcence in 
our Portion, our very Life hangs in continual 
Sufpence. 

But what are all the Benefits of external 
Peace, though difplayed in the faireft Light, 
and inlivened by the ftrongeft Contrafts — r- 
What are they all, compared with the BlefT- 
ings of the Gofpel? By which Sinners may 
have Peace with GOD through JESUS CHRIST 
our LORD. 

This^ 

their X^tpctVy vyiaivuv, ivzsrfxrliiv ; 1. 1. A Confluence of that 
Joy of Mind, that Health of Body, that Projperity of out- 
ward Circumftances, which complete the Happinefs of Man- 
kind. 

We have a fine Defcription of Peace, and its various BlefT- 
ings, I Maccah, xiv. 8, 9, &c. The Pifture is very exa£t, 
though pcrfcdHy artlefs. Nothing fhouM hinder me from, 
tranfcribing the Paflage, but a Fear of being too d'tffufive in 
my Notes. Left the Reader, who expeds a TreaU fhould 
complain of a Glutt : or have Reafon to objcft, that the 
Side-hard is more copioufly furniflicd than the Table, 
♦ Deut, xxviii. 65, 
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Th«j rcfiimfrf J^pa/»^ fugcfh a ftc& lb- 
ffani^e of Happind^, .vhich /^ pafftfi, and 
<5f&?r:; want ; ne7cr to be omitted in our Ca- 
fsrtogue of peailiar Merdes. I xni^ add, nc-* 
Tcr m be forgotten, by any CbriJOsn^ on any 
Oc<!afinn.— While many Kingdoms of tfe 
Rirth, are ign^^^nt of the true GOD, and 
know ndther the Principles of Piety, nor tfic 
Paths of Happinefi; /Ap Dajf-^fpring frtm fat 
fBgb hath r^ifited Usy togi've (Be Kmfwkdp afSal^ 
"syatimy and t6 pdde nur Feet iTtta the Way af 
Teac^.—^Vf\i\\t Millions ci rebellima Jbgsis^ 
ai{t from thew native Thrones, arc refervcd in 
Chains of Darkneis, unto the Judgment of the 
ff€^ Day; We> though tdbdSoas and apo* 
i^ate Sinners of Mankind, arc defivcrcd from 
the Wrath to come. The holy JESUS (bfct 
fed be his redeeming Goodnefi I) has endured 
the Crofs, and defpHed Che Shame, on porpofe 
to ttfcuc Us from thoie dbleful and ignomi* 
nious Dungeons -, where the Prifbnen of Al- 
mighty Vengeance 

■ ■ ■ Converfe mtb Groom, 
Unrefpittd, unpitied, unrtprienfd, 
jiges oj bopelefs End. 

Yes, my dear Therm -, let me repeat your 
own important Words; ** What arc aU the 
•« Benefits of external Peace, though difplayed 
'^ in the fairc/t Lighti and inlivened by the 

1^ llrongeft 
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'^^ ftrongcft Contrafts What are they all, 

" compared with the Bkjmgs of the Gof^eI¥' 
—This brings the Olive-bpanch from Heaven, 
and glad Tidings of Reconciliation with our 
offended GOD. This compofes the Tumult of 
the Mind ; difarms the warring Paffionii and 
regulates the extravagant' Defires. This intro- 
duces fuch an Integrity of Heart, and Benevo- 
lence of Temper, as conftitute the Health of 
the Soul. This fpreads fuch an uniform Beau- 
ty of Hdinefs through the Conduft, as is far 
more amiable, than the moft engaging Forms 
of material Nature. 

O ! that Thou wouldeft bow the Heavens ! 
That Thou wouldcft come down, celeflial Vi^ 
fitanti and make thy ftated, thy favourite 
Abode in our Ifle ! That every Breaft might 
be animated with thy Power \ and every Com- 
munity, every Individual, might wear thy re- 
i^lendent Badge ! — ^Then fhould it be the leafi 
Ligredient of our public Felicity, That the 
Sword of Slaughter is beaten into a Plough- 
ihare, and the once bloody Spear bent into a 
Pruning-hook. It fhall be the knsi^ upon the 
Lift of our common Bleffings, That Violence is 
m more beard in our Lsmiy Waging and De^ruc^ 
iim within par Borders. Our very Officers mil 
be Peace^ and our E^aSlors * Rigbtewfiiefi. We 

Jhall 

• Ifai, he. 17. Officers and Exaefmrs ^miSy Pcrfons, veiled 
with public Autboritjr : whg havt it in neir Power, to rule 

with 
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Jhall call (and the Event will correfpond with! 
the Name) our Walls Salvation^ and our Gate^ 
Praife. Then (hall every Harp be taken down 
from the Willows, and every Voice burft into 
a Song. — *• Let other Climes— ^will be the ge- 
*• neral Acclamation — 

" Let other Climes fupport Myriads of 
" thofe curious JbifeSiSy which draw the de- 
" licate Thread, that foftens into Velvet, ftif- 
^* fens into Brocade, or flows in glofly Satten ; 
" that reflefts a lovelier Glow on the Cheek of 
" Beauty, and renders Royalty itfelf more ma- 
" jeftic. We are prefented with infimtely^y&wr 
" Robesy in the imputed Righteoufhefs of our 
"REDEEMER, and the inherent Sane- 
" tification of his SPIRIT. Which beautify 
" the very Soul, and prepare it for the Ulu- 
<* flrious Aflembly — of Saints in Light—of 
*^ Angels in Glory. 

"Let 

with Rigour. Byt thefe, inftead of abufing their Power, 
fhall condu£l the Adminiftration, with all poffible Equity 
and Gcntlenefs ; with a parental Tendernefs, rather than a 
magj/ieriaJ Au&cnty, So that, though the Title and Office 
of an Exador may remain ; nothing of the domineering In« 
folence, or oppreffive Severity, (hall continue. — The Pro- 
phet, who always delivers his Sentiments with the utmoft 
Emphafis, fays; They (hall be, not bearly peaaabU and 
righteous^ but poflefled of thefe Qualities in the higheft De- 
gree. Or, which implies more, than any other Words can 
cxprcfs, They (hall be Peace and Righteoufnefs itfelf. — The 
fame beautiful Figure is ufed in the next Claufe, which de- 
fcribcs the inviolable Security of the City, togeth^ with the 
univcrfal both Joy and Piety of the Inhabitants* 
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** Let eaftern Rocks fparkle with Diamonds, 
'* and give Birth to Gems of every dazzling 
" Tinfture. We have, hid in the Field of our 
" Scriptures, the Pearl of great Price j the 
" white and precious Stone * of perfedl Abfo- 
" lution I a Diadem, which will ihine with 
" undiminifhed Luftre, when all the brilliant 
" Wonders of the Mine are faded, extinguifti- 
'^ ed, loft. 

" Let richer Soils nourifti the npbleft Plants, 
" and warmer Suns conco6l their exquifite 
" Juices ; the Lemon, pleafingly poignant j 
" the Citron, more mildly delicious ; or that 
" Pride of vegetable Life, and Compendium of 
" all. the Blandifhments of Tafte, the Pine- 
" apple. We enjoy far more exalted Dainties, 
" in having Accefs to the I'ree of Life-, whofe 
" Leaves are for the Healing of the Nations •^ 5 
" whofe Boughs are repleniftied with a never- 
" failing Abundance of heavenly Fruits ; and 
•* the Nutriment they difpenfe, is Blifs and 
" Immortality. 

" Let Iberian Vines fwell the tranflucent 
" Clufter, and burft into a Flood of generous 
•* Wine : let the Tufcan Olive extradl the Fat- 
*' nefs of the Earth, and melt into a foft mel- 
*• lifluous Stream. We fhall neither envy, 

nor covet thefe inferior Gifts, fo long as 

We may draw Water out of the Wells of 

" Salva- 

♦ Rev. ii. 17^ • + Rev. xxii. 2. 

Vol. Ill, D d 
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" Salvation. So long as We may receive that 
« UnSHonfrom the HOLTONE *, thofe In- 
" fluences of the COMFORTER, which not 
" only make a chearful Countenance, but 
" gladden the veiy Heart. Imparting fuch a 
«* refined Satisfaftion, as the whole World can-» 
" not give j fuch a permanent Satisfaftion, ad 
" no Calamities can take away. 

" Let Ethiopian Mountains be ribbed with 
" Marble, and Peruvian Mines emboweled 
** with Gold. We want neither the impene^ 
" trable Quarry, nor the glittering Ore ; hav- 
" ing, in our adored MESSIAH, a fure Foun-^ 
" dation: for all our eternal Hopes, and an in* 
" exhauftible Fund of the divineft Riches. 

" Be it fo ; that our Ifis is but a creeping 
" Drop ; and the Thames itfelf, no more than 
" a fcanty Rivulet \ compared with the mag- 
" nificent Sweep of the Gangesy or the ftupen- 
" dous Amplitude of Rio de la Plata f. The 
, " wretched 

• I John ii. 20- 
t This River is near two hundred Miles broad, where it 
difcharges itfelf into the Sea. It pours fiich an immcnCe 
Quantity of the liquid Element into the Jtlanttc Ocean, that 
freih Water may be taken up for the Space of many a League* 
It continues thus amazingly vaji through a Courfe of (ix hun- 
dred Miles : when it divides into two mighty Branches, the 
Parana and the Paraguay, Which, having run in feparater 
Channels, fcveral thoufand Miles along the Country, unite 
at laft ; and form, by their Conflux, this magnificent and 
fpacious Stream. Which is fuppofnd to be the largdl Ri** 
ver in the World. — To frame a proper Idea of this prodi- 
gious I orrcnt, We Ihould imagine a River^ taking its Rife 

be]^Qa4 
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^* wretched Natives, even on the Banks of 
" thofe (lately Rivers, are at a Diftance from 
** all the Springs of true Confolation. Where- 
" as. We have a Fountain, We have a River, 
" that iffucs from the Ocean of eternal Love. 
*< With incomparable Dignity, a^d with equal 
" Propriety, it is ftyled The River of Life ^. It 
" vifits the Houfe of the Mourner, and re- 
'^ vives the Spirit of the SorrowfuL It makes 
'< glad the City, and makes happy the Ser» 
*♦ vants of our GOD. It quickens even the 
^^ Dead^ and every human Creature, that drinks 
^ of its Water, lives for ever. 

<' Let Jfiatic Iflands boaft their Mountains 
" of Myrrh, and Hills of Frankincenfe. Let 
" Arabian Groves, with a fuperior Liberality, 
" diftil theu: healing Gums ; and ripen, for 
" vigorous Operation, their vital Drugs. We 
** have a more fovereign Remedy, than their 
" moft powerful Reftoratives, in the great 
^* MEDIATOR'S atoning Blood. WeTiave 
^* a tm^e refr(/hing Banquet, than all their 
'' mingled Sweets, in commemorating his P^f- 
^' iion, and participating his Merits. 

" In (hort; We have an Equivalent, far 
'' more than an Equivalent, for all thofe choice 

" Pro- 

l^ond Jgrufalnn ; and, after having received all the Wa-^ 
ters of iur$pi inta its capacious Bed, making its Entry oii 
the Britijh Ocean, by a Mouth ^tended fropi Dover to 
Mrijl^. 

* Rtv. xxii. I. 

D d 2 
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<* Produ6lions, which bloom in the Gardens, 
" or bafk in the Orchards of the Sun. We 
" have a Qofpel, rich in precious Privileges, 
" and abounding with ineflimable Promifes : 
"We have a SAVIOUR, full oi forgiving 
•^ Goodnefs^ and liberal of renewing Grace. At 
" whofe aufpicious Approach, Fountains fpout 
" amidft the burning Defart; under whofe 
" welcome Footfteps, the fandy Wafte fmiles 
" with Herbage ; and beneath his potent Touch, 
" I'he Wildernefs buds and blojfoms as a Rofe *. 
•' Or, to fpeak more plainly, the defolate and 
•^ barren Soul brings forth thofe Fruits of the 
•^SPIRIT, which are infinitely more oma- 
** mental, than the filken Gems of Spring ; in- 
" finitely more beneficial, than the falubrious 
" Stores of Autumn. 

« We have a SAVIOUR—Tell it out 
" among the Heathen ; that all the Nations 
*' on Earth, may partake of the Gift, and 
•^ jom in the Song — A SAVIOUR We have, 
" whofe radiant Eye brightens the gloomy 
" Paths of Afflidlion. Whofe efficacious 
•* Bleffing makes all Tubings work togetbery for 
" the Good'f of his People. Death gilded by 
" his propitious Smile, even Death itfelf looks 
" gay. Nor is the Grave, under his benign 
** Adminiftration, any longer a Den of De- 
" ftruftion ; but a fhort and fhady Avenue to 

" thofe 

• Ifai. XXXV. I. t ^9m, viii. 28. 
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" thofe immortal Manfions 3 whofe Fomdations' 
** are laid with Sapphires % nvhoje Windows are 
*' of Agate \ the Gates of Carbuncle ; and all the 
'' Borders of pleafant Stones'^:' 

Pardon my Rhapfody, dear T^eron. Your 
own Remark, added to the grand and lovely 
Views, have warmed, have animated, have 
almoft tranfported me. — T'beron anfwered not 

a Word : but feemed fixed in Thought. 

While He is indulging his Contemplation, 
We may juft obferve fome other Peculiarities 
of the Profpeft- 

Here and there, a lonely Cottage fcarcely 
lifts its humble Head. No pompous Swell of 
projedting Steps, furrounds the Door : no ap- 
pendent Wings of inferior Offices, fkirt the 
Edifice : no ftately Hall, flabbed with Marble, 
and roofed with Sculpture, receives the gaz-^ 
ing Stranger. But young-eyed Health, and 
white-robed Innocence, with fweet-featured 
Contentment, acjom the Habitation. While 
Virtue lends her Graces, and Religion com- 
municates her Honours, to dignify the Abode : 
rendering the blamelefs Hutt fuperior, in real. 
Majefly, to a diflblute Court. 

At fome Diftance, appear the hoary Re- 
mains of an antient Monajiery. Sunk beneath 
the Weight of revolving Years, the once ve- 

. nerable 

♦ Ifai Jiv, 12. 

P d 3 
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nerablc Fabric is levelled with the Duft. The 
lofty and ornamented Templet lies rudely over* 
grown with Mofs, or ftill more ignobly co* 
vered with Weeds, The Walls, where faints 
ed Imagery flood, or idolized Painting fhone^ 
are clapfcd with twining Ivy, or fhagged with 
horrid Thorn. — Through Ifles,that once echoed 
to the Chantor's Voice, mingled with the Or« 
gan's majeftic Sound, the hollow Winds roar» 
and the dafhing Storm drives. Where are» 
now, the filent Cells, the vocal Choirs, the 
duiky Groves ? In which the romantic Saints 
prolonged their lonely Vigils, by the midnight 
Taper; or poured their united Prayers, before 
the Lark had waked the Mora ; or ftroUed, hx 
ever-mu(ing Melancholy, along the Moonlight 
Glade. — Surely, thofe mouldering Fragments 
teach, and with a much better Grace, with a 
much ftronger Emphafis, what formerly their 
unfocial and gloomy Refidentiaries profeffed. 
They teach the Vanity of the World, and the 
tranfitory Duration of all that is moift ftable, 
in this Region of Shadows, 

Behold, on yonder Eminence, the ruefuj 
Memorials of a magnificent Caftk. All diC. 
mantled, and quite demolilhed, it gives a Shad- 
ing of Solemnity to the more lively Parts of 
Nature's Pifture ; and attempers the rural Dc* 
light, with fomc Touches of alarming Dreads 
-— ^^r, deilrudlive JFar^ has fnatched th^ 

Scythe 
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Scythe from the Hand of Time, and hurried 
on the Steps of Deftiny. Thofe broken Co- 
lumns, and battered Walls; thofe proftrate 
Towers, arid Battlements dafiied to the Ground} 
carry evident Marks of an immature Down- 
fal. They were built fbr Ages, and for Ages 
might have flood, a Defence and Accomnjo- 
dation to Generations yet unborn ; if haply 
they had efcaped the dire Aflaults of hoftile 
Rage. — ^But, what Vigilance of Man, can pre- 
vent the Miner s dark Approach ? Or what So- 
lidity of Bulwark, can withftand the bellow- 
ing Engine's impetuous Shock? 

Thofe, perhaps, were the Rooms, in which 
licentious Mirth crowned with Rofes the fpark- 
ling Bowl, and tuned to the Silver-founding 
Lute the Syren's inchanting Song, Thofe, 
the Scenes of voluptuous Indulgence, where 
Luxury poured her Delicacies : where Beauty, 
infidious Beauty, praftifed her Wiles ; and 
(preadj with bewitching Art, her wanton Snares. 
^i-^Now, inflead of the riotous Banquet, and 
Intrigues of lawlefs Love, the Owl utters her 
hated Screams by Night, and the Raven flaps 
her ominous Whig by Day.— Where are the 
Violet-couches, and the Woodbine-bowers ; 
that fanned, with their breathing Sweets, the 
|X)lluted Flame ? The Soil feems to fuffer for 
the Abufes of the Owner. Blafted and dif- 
honoured, it produces nothing but ragged 
D d 4 Briars, 
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Briars, and noifome Nettles; under whofc 
odious Covert, the hiffing Snake glides, or the 

croaking Toad crawls. Fearful Intimation 

of that ignominious and doleful Cataftrophe, 
w hich awaits the Sons of Riot ! When their 
momentary Gratifications will drop like the 
faded Leaf; and leave nothing behind, but 
Pangs of Remorfe, keener far than the pointed 
Thorn, and more invenomed than the Viper's 
Tooth. 

Perhaps, they were the beauteous and ho- 
noured Abodes, where Grandeur and Politenefs 
walked their daily Round, attended with a 
Train of guiltlefs Delights. Where amiable 
and refined Friendjhip was wont to fit and 
fmile; looking Love, and talking the very 
Soul. Where Hofpitality, with Oeconomy al- 
ways at her Side, flood* beckoning to the di^ 
Jlrejfedy but indujirious * Poor j and fhowercd 

Bleff- 

* I fay diftreffed, but tnduftrious Poor— Becaufc, I would 
not tie underftood, as encouraging, in any Degree, the 
Relief of our common Beggars, — Towards the former, I 
would cultivate a tender and ever-yearning Compaffion ; I 
would anticipate their Complaints ; and, as a facred Wri- 
ter direfts, would even seek /^ Mo them Good, — But as to 
the latter, I frankly own, that I look upon it as my Duty, 
to difcourage fuch Cumberers of the Ground. They are, 
generally fpeaking, lufty Drones j and their habitual Beg- 
gingy is no better than a fpecious Robbing of the public Hive, 
For (uchjiurdy Supplicants, who are able to undergo the 
Fatigue of Traveling ; able to endure the Inclemencies of 
the Weather ; and confequently much more able, were they 
^(jually willing, to ^xcrcife Uiemfelves in fome Species of 

l^ud^blc 
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Bleffings from her liberal Hand. But War, 

detefted War, has ftretched over the focial and 

inviting 

laudable Induftry— ^For thefe, the Houfe oiCorreSiion would 
be a fzx more falutarjr Provifion, than any Supply from our. 
Table ; and Confinement to Labour ^ a much more beneficial 
Charity, than the Liberality of the Purfe. 

H^e fhould remember, and they fhould be taught, that 
the Law ordained by the Court of Heaven, is, If a Man 
will not workj neither Jhall He eat. If then We contri- 
bute to fupport them in Idlenefs, do We not count era£f 
and fruftrate this wife Regulation, eftablifhed by the great 
SOVEREIGN of the Univerfe ?— Is it not alfo a JVrong 
to the deferving Poor, if We fuffer thefe Wens oh the Body 
politic to draw ofF the Nourifliment, which ought to circu- 
late amongft the valuable and ufeful Members i — Money or 
Vi6hials beftowed on thefe worthlefs Wretches, is not real Be- 
neficence, but the Eame/i'penny of Sloth. It pays them, for be-' 
ing public Nuifances ; and hires them, to be good for nothing. 

Let Us then unanimoufly join, to fliake off thefe dead. 
Weights from our Wheels, and diflodge thefe Swarms of 
Vermin from our State. Let Us be deaf to their moft im- 
portunate Clamours ; and affure Ourfelves, that, by this^de* 
termined Inflexibility, We do GODj We do our Commu- 
nityy We do them,, the mofV fubflantial Service. ~ Should 
they implore by the injured Name of JESUS ; for the Ho- 
nour of the ZO^Z) JESUS^ let ifs refolutely with-hold 
our Alms. Their Meaning is, — ** I cannot go on, in my 
•' prefent fhameful and iniquitous Courfe ; I can no longer 
** continue to a<S the wicked andfiothful Servant \ unlefs You 
•* will adminifler fome kindly pernicious Affiflance. For 
«* CHRISTs fake, therefore, ailifl me to difhonour my Chrift- 
** ianName, and to live more infamoufly than the vileu Beafb. 
** For CHRISTs fake, help me to be a Reproach 2nd Burden 
" to my native Country ; and to perfifl in the Way, that 
•« leads to eternal Deflrudion." — This is the true Import of 
their Petitions. And, whether the SanAion of that mofl 
venerable Name, zdded to fiich a Requefl, fhould move our 
Commiferation, or excite our Abhorrence, let every think- 
ing Perfon judge. 

I trufl, the Reader will be fo candid, as to excufe this long 
digreiSvc Note ^ and do me the Juftice to believe, 1 hat I 

am 
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inviting Seat, the J^ine of Confufion^ and the 
Stones ofEmptinefs*. Now, alas ! nothing but 
Defolation and Horror haunt the favage Re- 
treat. The ample Arches of the Bridge, which 
fo often tranfrpitted the wondering Paffcnger 
along their penfiie Way, li? buried in the dreary 

Mote. Thofe Relics of the mafly Portals, 

naked and abandoned, feem to bemoan their 
melancholy Condition. No fplendid Chariots, 
with their gay Retinue, frequent the folitary 
Avenues. No needy Steps, with cbcarful Ex- 
pe^ations, befiege the once bountiful Gate. 
But all is a miferable, forlorn, hideous Pile of 
RubbiA. 

Since Riches fo often take to themfdvcs Wings, 
and fly away : fince Houfes, great and fair, 
reel upon their Foundations, and fb foon tum- 
ble into Duft : how vsdfe, how falutary, is our 
divine MASTER'S Advice! Make to jour^ 
fehes Friends with the Mammon of Unrigbteouf- 
nefs ; that^ when the World fails around Tou^ 
when the Springs of Nature^i/V withinr Youj 

tbey^ 

ixn not pleading againft, but for the real Poor : not to her^ 
den any One's Heart, but mlher to dire^ every One's Hand. 
•^Give, out of Gratitude to CZ/Ki^Sr, out of Compaffion 
to the Needy, and be for ever blefled. But give not to in- 
corrigible Vagrants ; to maintain Impiety, ai\d pamper Indo- 
lence ; left it be demanded, one Day, tube hath repdred this 
at your Hand? Left, by fupporting diflolute Creatures in 
that abandoned Sloth, which is the Nurfe of all Vice, Wc 
become Partakers of their Guilty and acoeflary to their 
i^^uin. 

f Ifai.VMy. II, 
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they, is Witncfles of your Charity, and Vouphers 
for the Sincerity of your Faith, tnay receive 
Tw int$ everlajiing Habitations *.— This is to 
lay up Trcafurc for Qurfehes •f- : Whereas, 
whatever elfe We amafs, is for our Heirs, for 
our Succeflbrs, for We know not Who. This 
Wealth is truly and emphatically called our 
onxmX: it is an Advowfon ; We have thePer-^ 
petuity. Whereas, whatever elfc We poflefs, 
ia oura only for a 5ttrw, or in Trs^. 

See the dreadful, dreadful Ravages of civU 
,I>ifcord ! Whcre.^ever that infernal Fury ftalks. 
She marks her Steps in Blood, and leaves opu* 
}ent Cities a ruinous Heap ||»-*^What Thanks 

then, 

♦ Luke XVI. 9. t Matt. ri. 20. % Luh xyi. 12. 

I The Efitaa of what Virpl calls Belk^ bmiJa BiUa^ 
were never dHplayed in Colours tbatif/ni/, and with Figurcf 
tijat alarmy like diofe which are ulSd by the Prophet jere^ 
miah. Chap. iv. 19, &c. As this is perhaps the greateft 
Ailafter-piece of the Kind, the Reader will permit me to 
inrich the Notes, with a Tranfcript of die Paflage* 

Firft We//^, or rather Wefeel^ the Effcds of War on 
the /fuman-AiinJ i the keeneft Ajiffuiih, and the deepeft 
Difmay . Mj^ Bowels / My B^web ll am pained at my very 
Heart. My Heart maketh a Noije in me i I cannot hold my 
Peaa : becaufe Thou haji heardy U nn Souly the Sound of the 
Trumpet^ the Alarm ofH^ar.-^efttudfion up§H DeftruStion i> 
#rW ', frr the Land tsftoiUd. SudiUnly are my Tents fpoiled^ 
and my Curtains in a moment. — Hvini longftkill I foe the Stand-- 
(irdi and hear the Sound of the. Trtoftpet ? 

Tb«n We fee the difinal Pevafta^ions of War } and who 
does not fhudder at the Sight ? The whole Country laid in 
Ruins I Deprived of all its Ornaments, and all its Inhabi- 
tants I Roducvd to a SoUtudf^ and a Cka^s. I hiheld tba 
Martha fitfd h ! it flW ^tbgut firm md vH: 4md the Hea- 
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then, what ardent and ceafelefs Thanks, arc 
due to that all-fuperintending, ever-gracious 
LORD, who has daflied the Torch from 
her Hand; has broke her murderous Wea- 
pons ; and driven the baleful Peft from our 

IJlandl ^May the fame almighty Goodnefi 

Ihortly banifli the accurfed Monfter from all 
Lands ! Banifh the Monfter, vdth her hated 
Aflbciate Rapine, and her infatiable Purveyor 
Ambition, to the deepeft,deepeft Hell. Brand- 
ed with everlafting Infamy, and bound in ada- 
mantine Chains, there let them griafli their 
Teeth, and bite the inevitable Curb ! — While 
Teace^ defcending from her native Heaven^ 
bids her Olives fpring amidft the joyful Na- 
tions : and Plenty ^ in League with Commerce, 
fcatters Bleffings from her copious Horn. 
While Gladnefs fmiles in every Eye j and Love^ 
extenfive univerfal Love, leveling the Parti- 
tion-wall of Bigotry, cements every Heart in 
brotherly AfFeftion. 

Near thofe Heaps of Havock, lies the Spot, 
ever-memorable ^nd ftill revered, on which an 

obfti- 

vens^ and they had no Light, — / beheld the Mountains^ and h f 
they trembledy and all the Hills moved lightly^-^I beheld^ and 
h I there was no Man^ and all the Birds $/ the Heavens Were 
Jled,-^I beheld^ and lo ! the fruitful Place was a fFildemefSf^ 
and all the Cities thereof were broken down^ at the Prefenci of 
the LOR Z), and by his fierce Anger. 

If, after all this Profufion of Imagery, hold and animated 
even to Aftonifliinent, We can have any Relifh for the cold 
Correftnefs of a heathen Genius, We may find fomcthing 
of the fame Nature in Horace^ Lib. II, Qd. i. 
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obftinate and fatal Battle was fought. — The 
Hufbandman, as He breaks his fallow Lands, or 
rend the grafly Turf, often difcovers the horrid 
Implements, and the more horrid EfFefts, of 
that bloody Conflift. He ftaits, to hear his 
Coulter ftrike upon the Bofles of a'rufty Buck- 
ler, or gride over the Edge of a blunted Sword. 
He turns pale, to fee human Bones thrown up 
before his Plough ; and (lands aghaft to think, 
that, in cutting his Furrow^ He opens a Grave. 
—The grey-headed Sire often relates to his 
Grandfons, hanging with eager Attention on 
the Tale, and trembling for the Event — re- 
lates the difmal, the glorious Deed of that 
important Day. — How, the Fields, now co- 
vered with waving Crops, were then loaded 
with mangled and ghaftly Corpfes. How the 
Paftures, now green with Herbage, were then 
incrimfoned with human Gore. — *^ On that 
" extended Common, He fays, where the bufy 
" Shepherd is ere6ling his hurdled Citadel, the 
" Tents were fpread, and the Banners difplay- 
" ed ; the Spears briftled in Air, and the bur- 
" niflied Helmets glittered to the Sun. On 
" yonder rifing Ground, where the frilking 
*^ Lambs play their harmlefs Frolics, flood 
" the martial Files, clad in Mail, and ranged 
^y in Battle-array j ftood War, with all its col- 
" lefled Horrors, like fome black portentous 
l^ Cloud, ready to burft into an immediate 

" Storm 
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"Storm On tht nearer Plain, where th« 

" quiet Steed grazes in Safety, and thofe fo- 
^* ber Oxen chew the juicy Herb, the fierce 
" Incounter mixed.. There, the Javelins^ 
'< launched from nervous Arms, and aimtd by 
<* vengeful Eyes, flew and reflew, whizeing 
« with Death. The Arrows lightened * from 
" the Strings i and drenched their ikeen Points^ 
" and dipped their feathered Wings in Blood« 

" Soon as this Shower of miflive Sted 

<* ceafed, inflantly outfprung Thoufands of 
«* flaming Swords. They clafti oh the brazen 
" Shields ; they cut their Way through the 
" riven Armour ; and (heath their Blades in 
*' many a gallant dauntlefs Heart.r— Here, on 
^' this diftinguiflied Level, the proud prefump^ 
" tuous Enemy, confident of Viftory, and 
" boafting of their Numbers, poured in like 
^* a Flood. There, a bold determined Batta- 
" lion, of which myfelf was a Part, planted 
^^ themfelves like a Rock, and broke the fierce 
'' Attack. 

" Then, adds the brave old Warrior, then 
" the coward Herd fled before the Vengeance 
" of pur conquering Arms. Then, ihefe Hands 

" ftrewed 

♦ Habai. iii. II. Tjn^iH pH^ literally tranflattd, pre-i 
fents Us with that beautifully bold Figure, The Listening tf 
thy Spear. — ^Which, with innumerable other Graces o^ 
Speech, that give Dignity and Spirit to our modem Coin«« 
pofitions, are borrowed from the Language of Sion % arc 
tranfplanted from the School of the rrophets.^See Ihe 
fiune Elegance of Style, Nabum iy* 3«^ Heb. fiib. 
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" ftrewed the Plains with a Harveft> different 
" far from their prefent Produflions. Then, 
«* the Fatbersy fmitten with inexpreffible Dread, 
*' kioked not back $n their Children * j though 
** Ihuddering at the lifted Spear, or fcreaming 
*' under the brandifhed Sword. The Fathers 
** looked not hack on their Children^ though they 
^' fell among the Slain, gafhed with deadly 

*' Wounds; 

• For this vcrj^ ftriking, and moft terrific Image, We are 
obliged to the Prophet Jeremiah. Who, in a few Words, 
but with all the Pomp of Horror, defcribes the Din of ap- 
proaching War, and the Conftemation of a vanquished 
People. At the Noife of the Stamping of the Hoofs of hie 
firong HorfeSy at the Rujoing of his Chariots^ emd at the Rumb^ 
ling of his TfT}eelsy the Fathers Jhall Hot look back unto their 
Children^ for FeeVenefsof Handsj Jenem. Xlvii. 3. 

Not to mention the Thunder-like Sound of the DlQioti 1 
and that in a Language much lefs fonorous than the origi- 
nal ; I appeal to every Reader, Whether the Iq/l Cirtum* 
ftonce does not aWaken the Idea of fo tremendous a Scene, 
and fo horrible a Dread, as no Words can exprefs. FirgU 
has imitated the Prophet's Manner, in that very delicate 
defcriptiveTouch $ where, reprefenting the prodigious AIartti» 
excited by the Yell of the infernal Fury, He fays ; 

Et trepida Mdtres freffere ad ¥e€tora Uatos^ 

That is. Each frighted Mother dafped the Iff ant to her flut^ 
tering Bojom. 

No One, I believe, need be informed, that the Pannic 
is painted, with a very fupefior Energy, by the Poet of Hea^ 
ven. In the Pagan's Draught, the EfFed of Fear refultt 
from the Conftitution, and coincides with the Biafs of Hu- 
manity. Whereas, in the Prophef% Pidhire, it counter-a£fsy 
it fufpendsy it intirely over-bears the tenderdl Workings and 
ftrongeft Propenfities of Nature ; though inftigated, on on« 
Hand, by the moft importunate Calls of exquifite Diftrefs f 
and ftimulated, on the otKer, by all the Solicitations of the moft 
yearAing Compaffion. 
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^* Wounds ; or lay expiring, in Groans of 
" Agony, under our Feet." 

The Eye is pleafed with the elegant Gaiety 
of the Parterre ; the Ear is foothed with the 
warbling Melody of the Grove; but grand 
Objefts, and the AfojTi^r^r^ of Things, charm 
and tranfport the whole Man. The Mind» 
on fuch Occafions, feems to expand with the 
Scene, and fecretly exults in the Confciouiheis 

of her Greatnefs. Intent upon thefe large 

and excurfive Views, our Friends fcarce advert 
to the minuter Beauties, which addrefs them 
on every Side. The Swan^ with her fnowy 
Plumes, and loftily bending Head ; with all 
her fuperb Air and lordly State, rows unno- 
ticed by. — Equally unnoticed is both the Ar- 
ray and the Aftion of the Duck ; her glofly 
Neck and finely chequered Wings ; her Diving 
into the Deep, or her Darting up into Day. — 
The Swallowj Ikimming the Air in wanton 
Circles, or dipping her downy Breaft in the 

Flood, courts their Obfervation in vain. • 

Nor could the fnny Shales obtain their Re- 
gard, though they played before the Boat in 
fportive Chacej or, glancing quick to the Sur- 
face, fliewed their pearly Coats, bedropt with 
Gold. — Thus they, engaged in fublime, ne- 
gle(5t inferior Speculations. And if the Sons 
of Religion overlook the diminutive^ tranfient^ 

delu^ 
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dfkpry Forms of Pleafure, that float on the 
narrow Stream of Time, or flit along the 
fcsnty Bounds of Senfe ; it is only to contem-^ 
plate and enjoy a Happinefs in their GOD, 
which is elruated^ fubftmtiaU and immortal 
Compared with, which, whatever the Eye can 
Airvey, from Pole to Pole, from the rifing to 
the (etting Sun, is a CocUe-ftiell, a Butterfly, 
a Bubble. 

From this open and inl^rgcd Scene, they 
enter the Skirts of a vaft, umbrageous, vener- 
able Pbr^.— On either Side, the fturdy and 
, gigantic Sons of Earth, rear their aged Trunks, 
and Iprcad their branching Arms. Trees, of 
every hardy Make, and every majeftic Form, 
in agreeable Diforder, and with a wild kind 
of Grandeur, fill the aerial Regions. The 
huge, expanfive, roaming Boughs unite them- 
felves over the Current, and diffufe " their 
" Umbrage, broad and brown as Evening/* 
The timorous Deer ftart at the Clafhing of the 
Waves. Aljjrroed with the unufual Sound, 
they look up, and gaze for a Moment : then, 
fly into Covert, by various Ways, and with 
precipitate Speed 1 vaniihing, rather than de- 
parting, from the GJade. 

Hov^ (ywful to refleft^ as they glide along 
the flwving Shores, and thp mofs-grown 
Banks ; as they fail under the pendent Shades 
of quivering Poplar, of whiftling Fir, and 

Vol. hi. E e the 
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the folemn-founding Foliage of the Oak — how 
awful to refled, ". Thefe were the lonely 
** Haunts of the Druids^ two thoufand Years 
" ago ! Amidft thefe dufky Mazes, and fym- 
" pathetic Glooms, the penfive Sages ftrayed. 
" Here, they fought, they found, and with all 
•* the Solemnity of fuperftitious Devotion, 
" they gathered their Mijktoe*. Here, the 
" vifionary Reclufes fhunned the tumultuous 
" Ways of Men, and traced the myfterious 
«* Paths of Providence. Here, they explored 
" the Secrets of Nature, and invoked their 
•^ fabled Gods." 

Sometimes wrapt in a fudden Reverie of 
Thought, fom'etimes engaged in Converfation 
on the folemn Appearance of Things, the 
Voyagers fcarce perceive their Pr.ogrefe^ Be- 
fore they are aware, the venerable Scene is 
loft ; and they find themfelves advanced upon 

the 

* If the Reader pleafes, He may fee thefe pompous So- 
lemnities defcribed, in Vanierii Prad, Ruft. pag. 125, &c. 
Where, the curious Narrative of PUny^ is embellifhed with 
the harmonious Numbers of VirgiL — With regard to the 
RefledVions, occafioned by this Account ; the Compliments 
lavifhed on the French^ their Retigion^ and their Monarch ; 
I believe, the judicious Proieflant Vi\\\ agree with me. That, 
as our charming Author has copied the Language, and en- 
tered into the Spirit of the Antients ; He has alfo catched a 
l^infture of their Superflirion. Imbibing, together with all 
their Elegancies and Graces, fome of their fanfiful and legea* 
dary Levities. 

Verum ubi plura nitent in Carmine ^ non Egc paucis 

Offcndar Macu'Us. 
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the Borders of a beautiful Lawn. The Foreft, 
retiring to the Right-hand, in the Shape of a 
Crefcent, compofed what Milton ftyles> " A 
« verdurous Wall of ftatelieft Afpeft;" and left, 
in the Midft, an ample Space for the Flourifli- 
ing of Herbage. 

Here, faid Tberon^ if You pleafc, We will 
alight ; and leave the Bearer of oxxv floating Se- 
dan^ to purfue his ceafelefs Courfe — ^to enrich 
the Bofom of other Vallies, and lave the Feet 
of other Hills — ^to vilit Cities, and make the 

Tour of Counties ^to refleft the Image of 

many a fplendid Strufture, which adorn his 
Banks; and, what is far more amiable, 
to diftribute, all along his winding Jourpey, 
innumerable Conveniencies both for Man and 
Beaft: acquiring, the farther He goes, and 
the more Benefits He confers, a. deeper Flow, 
and a wider Swell ; to the remarkable Confir- 
mation of that beneficent Maxim, There is that 
fcattereth, and yet increafeth. 

Theron and Afpafio^ walking acrofs the fpa- 
cious Amphitheatre, feated themfelves at the 
Extremity of the Bend. Before them, lay a 
verdant ^ea^ quite even; perfcdly handfbmej 
but far from gay. Green was all the Drefs, 
without any Mixture of gaudy Flowers, or 
glittering Colours. Only, now-and-then, a 
gentle Breeze, Humming over the undulating 
Mead, imprefled a varying wavy Glofs on 
E e 2 its 
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its Surface. The whole feemed to reicmbic 
the grave and fobcr Ornaments of maturerAge^ 
when it has put off the Trappings, and bid 
adieu to the Levities of Youth. — The broad, 
tranfparent Stream, ran parallel with the Lips 
* of the Channel s and drew a Line of Cir- 
cumvallation, as it were, to guard the calm 
Retreat. It appeared, where (haded vnth 
Boughs, like a Barrier of polijhed Steel-, where 
open to the Sun, like a Mirror oi Jhwing Cty^ 

Jlal. The eaftern Edges of the River, were 

barricadoed with a kind of mountainous De*- 
clivity J on whofe rude and rocky Sides, the 
timorous Rabbit burrowed, and the bearded 

Goat browzed. Not far from the Summit> 

two or three Fountains gufhed ; which, unit->* 
ing their Currents, as they trickled down the 
Steep, formed a natural Cafcadi : here, it was 
loft in the rufliy Delis, or obfcured by the 
twifting Roots; there, it burft again into 
View> and playing full in the Eye of Day^ 
looked like a Sheet of (pouting Silver* 

In this romantic Retirement, faid Tberm^ 
We are quite Tequeftered from Society. Wc 
ieem to be in a World of our own ; and fhould 
almoft be tempted to forget, that We are 
incompafled with a kindred Species ; did not 

the 

* The Grecky which is above all Languages happy, in its 
beautiful Variety of compound Wordsy very neatly cxprcflcs 
this Appearance by — lo-oxfiXn; tj yy. 
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the Mufic of thofe filver-tongued Belh^ poured 
from a diftant Steeple, and gliding along the 
gentle Stream, bring Us News of human 
Kind. 

Efcaped from Man, and his bufy Walks, 
methinks. We are come to the Houfe of Tran- 
quility. Such a deep, undifturbed Compo- 
fure reigns oU around. It is as if fome augufi: 
Perfonage was ma)dng his Entrance^ or fome 
majeftic Being was upon the Point to fp'eak^ 
and all Nature ftood fixed in attentive Expec- 
tadoqu No Place better fitted to foothe, or 
to inspire, a cmUmplative Sedatenefi. 

Ob&rve the Simplicity and Grandeur of 
thofe furrounding Trees : the beautiful Plains 
nefs of their Verdure, and the prodigious 
Statelinefs of their Aipe(5l. What a Speck are 
our Gardens, and what a mere Dwarf zri^ our 
Groves, compared with thefe vail: Plantations? 
Here is none of ycMir nice Exa^lnefs, but all 
H irr^ularly and wildly great Here are no 
Traces of tte Shears, nor any Footfteps of the 
Spade, but the Handy^work of the DEITY 
is apparent in all*-^-<Give me the Scenes, which 
difilain the puny Ailiiiance of Art, and are 
infinitely iiiperior to the low Toils of Man* 
Give me the Scenes, which fcorn to bribe our 
Attention, v\dth a little borrowed Sprucenefs 
of Shape ; but, hy their own native Dignky, 
X^mmand our Regard. I love the Profpefts, 
E e 3 which. 
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which, the Moment they are beheld, flrikc 
the Soul with Veneration, or tranfport it with 
Wonder ; and cry aloud, in the Ear of Rea- 
fon, Afcribe Te Greatnefs to our GOD. — Such^ 
I think, in a very eminent Dtff^^^ is the 
Foreft ; 



'High waving der the £Er7&, 



Or to the vaji Horizon wide diffuid^ 
A boundlefs deep Immenfity of Shade. 

AJp. Solomons refined Genius feems to have 
been fond of the fame Situation, and delighted 
with the fame Objefts. Therefore, at a great 
Expence, and in the moft curious Tafte, He 

built The Houfe of the Foreji. Ifaiah's divine 

Imagination was charmed with the fame grand 
Speftacle. More frequently, than any of the 
Prophets, He derives his lUuftrations from it. 
One Comparifon I particularly remember* 
Speaking of the AJfyrian King, and his mili- 
tary Forces, He likens them to fuch an Aflem- 
blage of Trees : numerous^ as their amazing 
Multitudes : ftrong^ as their maffy Trunks. 
Yet, numerous and potent as they were, they 
ihould all be brought low, and laid in the 
Duft. For behold! the LORD, the LORD 
of Hojis foall lop the Bough with Terror, and the 
High Ones of Stature Jkall be hewn down, and 
the Haughty Jkall be humbled i and he Jhak cut 

down 
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down the I'hickets of his Forejl with Iron^ und 
Lebanon Jhall fall by a mighty one *. 

Then He pafles, by a mofl: beautiful Tran- 
fition, to his darling Topic, the Redemption 
of Sinners. He gives Us, together with one 
of the fineft Contrafts -f- imaginable, a View 
of the MESSIAH and his great Salvation. 
When thofe lofty Cedars are leveled with the 
Ground, there Jhall come a Rod^ a Twig fhall 
fpring from the Stem of fejjey and a Branch 
Jhall grow out of his Roots %. Which, notwith- 
ftanding its mean Original, and unpromiiing 
Appearance, fhall rear its Head to the Skiesj 
arid extend its Shade to the Ends of the Earth. 

Ther. You do well, AJpafo^ to recal my 
roving Thoughts. This magnificent Solitude 
had captivated niy Invagination, and I was 
giving a Loofe to the ufual Sallies of my Fancy. 
But, with a willing Compliance, I turn to a 

more excellent Subje£t. Only I muft afTure 

you, that your Remark awakens a painful 
Idea in my Mind, though a joyful one in your, 
own. For, my Hopes, which were once high 
and lifted up, are now too much like that de^ 
voted proftrate Foreft. 

iS^';^- 332,34- ^ 

t This fine Contraft, and that artful Tranfition arc, by 
the injudicious Divifion of the two Chapters, very much ob- 
icured, if not quite loft, to many Readers, The Chapters, 
I thi|k, fhould by no means be feparated ; but, the tenth and 
the eleventh, as a Continuation of the fi^ne Propb^, fhouU 
be umt$d, X Ifau xi. i. 
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Afp. My dear ^beron^ give me leave to &j^ 
they were never rightly founded. They were, 
what Shakefpeare Calls, the befeiefs Fulnric tf a 
Vifion. Now the fhadowy and tranflent Hopes 
are demolifhed, that folid and everlafting Joys 
may fucceed. Let them reft on CHRIST^ 
the infinitely glorious REDEEMER, and they 
ftiall never Be overthrown, never be removed 
jMiy more. 

Caft a Lopk upon yonder Ivy. What can 
be more feeble ? It has not Strength enough 
to withftand the flighteft Blaft. Nay, if left 
to itfelf, its own Weight would crufkit to the 
Earth. Yet, by twinir^ around the Oak, how 
high it rifes, and how firm it ftands 1 An fim* 
blem of our State, and a Pattern for our imi« 
tation.-^Thus let Us, who in ourfdves are no* 
thing, of ourielves can do nothing, let us Ay 
to CHRIST', rely on CHRISti and, a$ 
Barnabas that true Son of Confdation fpeaks^ 
(leave to the LORD JESUS CHRIST, mtik 
full Purpofe of Heart *. Let us determine jto 
Jcnow nothing, to defire nothing, to depend 
on nothing, hut JESUS CHRIST mdHita- 
crucified. Let this be the Motto for our Faidi^ 
this the Language of our Souls, CHRIST Is 
JUL Then (hall our Hopes, though hitibierto 
fpaitten with a Blaft, revive as the Com: Then 

jW 

f 4^s ». zjt 
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fliall our Virtues, though in themfclvcs weaker 
than the Ivy, mount like the Cedars. 

^rhr. You can hardly imagine, how a Senfe 
of Guilt and Unworthinefe opprefles my Mind. 
I am often diicouraged, and cannot bring my- 
fclf to be ftedfaft in Faith, or joyful through 
Hope. 

^. You cannot Iwring yourfelf, but GOD 
Alm^faty's Power and Grace can bring to pais 
diefe defu^able £ffe£b. And hear what the 
Prophet fays farther, upon the charming To- 
pic which introduced our DifcourTe. When- 
tva the doquent Ifaiab undertake to difplay 
a Tnidi, He gives it all the Energy, all the 
Beauty, and every heightening Touch, that it 
is capable of xecciving.— This humWe Shoot> 
Ipringing from the Stem of JeJ/e, fhall rife to 
fuch a Pitch of Elevation ; that it fhall be 
coo^cuous fai* and neai*, and fiani fir an 
Enfign of the Petfk. It (hall be ieen, not like 
« Beacon upon the Top cf an Hill, by the 
^ratiitn only, or the Natives of a fingle Ter- 
ritory \ but like the great Lunsinaries of Hea- 
ven, ftiall be vifibk in every Country, and 

by the whole inhabited World, T^o it fiaU 

theChmtiinfeeki not <mly from the remotefi-, 
hut from tke moft barbarous and idolatrous 
Climes. ThcIe,efe»tbefcPerftms, though favage 
in their Nature, an4 ^eteftable in their Man- 
liers, ihall be freely admitted^ fhall find Reft 

' under 
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under his Shadow, Nay, the Refreflimcnt which 
He yields, and the Comfort which they receive, 
(hall be not feafonable only, but of fovereign 
Efficacy ; bis Rejl /hall be glorious *. 

From this we learn, that all the Bleffings of 
CHRISTs Mediation are defigned for Gen^ 
tiles-, for the moft abandoned and abominable 
Sinners. — That they are fo full and confum- 
mate, as to create a Calm of Tranquility, a 
glorious Rejl, in the nipft troubled, afiiiftedi 
guilty Confciences. — ^And I dare challenge even 
my I'herons mifgiving Mind, to fpeciiy any 
Want which is not fupplied, znyGrievance which 
is not redreffedby the Righteoufhefs of JESUS 
CHRIST. I formerly encountered your 06^ 
jeSions, let me now combat your Seniles. 

Ther. Sometimes, I have a deep and diftrefll 
ing ,Coijvi6lion of my extreme Sinfulnefs. — 
'Tis like a fore Burden, too heavy for me to 
bear. — Tis like the vileft Filth, and renders 
me odious to myfelf j how much more lothe^ 
fome to the All-feeing Eye ?— ^It appears like 
a Debt of ten thoufand Talents, and I have 
nothing, no, not any thing to pay.-*^Then I 
experience, what the Pfalmijl fo pathetically 
laments ; My Sins have taken fuch Hold upon me^ 
that I am not able to look up : yea^ they are more 
in Number than the Hairs of my Heady and my 

Heart 
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Heart is ready to fail ; my Hopes are upon 
the Point to expire. 

Afp. Then, "theron^ fly to that juft and righ- 
teous ONE, who is the Strength of our Hearts; 
the Life of our Hopes \ and our Portion for 
ever. 

If Sin is a fore Burden j look unto CHRIST^ 
who bore it all, in his own Body on the Tree; 
and removed, intirely removed that tremend- 
ous Load, which would otherwife have funk 
the whole World into the nethermoft Hell. — If 
Sin renders \xsfltby\ let Us have Recourfe to 
that Blood of Sprinkling, which cleanfes, not 
from a few Stains only, but from all Guilt. 
By which the moft defiled Tranlgreflbrs be-, 
come fair as the faireft Wool, nay whiter than 
the virgin Snows *. — If Sin is a I)ebt'\", fub- 
jefting Us to Wrath, and binding Us over to 
Punifhment ; let Us confide in that gracious 
Surety, who has taken the Debt upon him- 

fclf, 

♦ Pfal. li. 7. 



f By thefe three Images, the PJabmJi dirplays the horri- 
ble and deftrudive Malienity of Sin, together with the free 
Nature and invaluable Worth of evangelical Forgivenefs. 
Blejftd is be wboft Trangreffion^ as an infupportable Load, 
(^1D3) is bore J or taken away ; wbofe Sin^ as being the moft 
abominable Filth, (^1D3) is covered s unto whom the LORD 
imputeth not (I'lcflT K^) that mott ruinous of all Debts, /«i- 
fuity.-^^lx is pleafing to obferve the Vehemence and Ardour^ 
^th which the royal Penitent fpeaks on this favourite To- 
pic. He breaks out with a Kind o^ holy Abruptnefs^ and 
pours his Soql in- a Variety of warm Expreffions. As one 
who thought, he could not poffibly enter upon the Subjeft 
tQoJom^ or dwell upon it too long. ffal. xxxii* i^ 2. 
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felf, and made it all his own. And not only 
fo, but has paid it ; paid it to the uttermoft 
Farthing, to the very laft Mite : So that Jus- 
tice itfelf can demand no more. 

Let me confiim and illuftrate this comfort- 
able Truth, by a fcriptural Similitude. No 
Similitudes are more exa6i:, and none fo (hik- 
ing. / have blotted out as a thick Cloud your 
^ranfgrejfions^ and as a Cloud your Sim^. A 
little while ago, the whole Expanfe of the Sky 
was covered with Clouds. Nothing could 
more ftrongly reprefent, a Multitude of Cor- 
ruptions befieging the Heart, and a Multitude 
of Iniquities overfpreading the Life. — ^But 
where is now that immenfe Arrangement 
of gloomy Vapours ? The Sun has ihoue 
them, and the Wind has fwept them, clean 
away. There ai'e none, neither great nor 
fmall, remaining. From one End of the wide 
extended Hemifphere to the other, we fee no- 
thing but the clear and beautiful Blue of the 
Firmament. So, iaith the S P I R I T of GQU 
to the true Believer, fo totally is your Guilt, 
however horrid and enormous, done away 
through the dying JESUS. 

^her. It is not poflible to conceive, nor w51I 
the whole Creation a&rd, a more c^uifitdy 
iine Comparifon. Perhaps, nothing can id 
emphatically defcribe the moft prodigious 

MukU 
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Multitude, intirely obliterated, without the 
leajl Trace of their former Exiftence. — But I 
am not only chargeable with pajl Iniquities ; 
I am alfo liable to daily Mifcarriages. I re- 
lapfe into Sin. When I have been cleanfed, 
I defile myfelf afrefh ; and when I would do 

Good, Evil is prefent with me. ^My bell 

Hours are not free from finful Infirmities, nor 
my beft Duties from finful Imperfedtions. 
Which, like a Worm at the Core of the Fruit, 
eat away the Vigour of my Graces, and tar- 
nifh the Beauty of my Services. 

Aj^. Becaufe You are daily finning, there 
is a Fountain opened for Sin and for Unckannefs *. 
The Blood and Atonement of CHRIST' are 
compared to a heavenly Foxmtain. In which 
polluted Sinners may wafli daily, wafh hourly; 
and be conftantly, perfeftly clean. — A Cijiem 
may fail, may be broke or exhaufted. But it 
is the Property of a real Fountain, never to be 
dried up, always to yield its Waters. Such is 
the Efficacy of CHRISTs Death j not to be 
diminiflied by univerfal and inceflant Ufe. It 
removes the Iniquity of the Land-f. It takes 
away the Sin of the fPorldp It is new, for 
our Application, every Morning; new, for 
this blefled Purpofe, every Moment. On which 
Account, it makes complete Provifion for our 
Cleanfing, our Reftoration, and oui* Comfort. 

— Efpe. 
♦ Ztch, xiii. X. t Z^fA. iii- 9* t 7^*« i. 29. 



"^ 
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— Efpecially, as it is not only fovereign in it- 
felf, and ever free for our Approach, but is 
ever pleaded by a great HIGH-PRIEST in 
our behalf. Therefore, the infpired Cafuift 
direfls Us to this Source of Confolation, un- 
der all the Upbraidings of Confcience, and all 
the Accufations of Satan. If any Man Jin, JFe 
have an Ahocate with the FjftHER, JESUS 
CHRIST the Righteous, and He is the Propitia^ 
tionfor our Sins *. 

We have for our Advocate, not a mean Per- 
fon> but HIM of whom it was faid, 7&j is 

my beloved SON ^Not a guilty Perfbn, who 

ftands in need of Pardon for Himfelf, but 
JESUS CHRISt the Righteous — Not a mere 
Petitioner, who relies purely upon Liberality ; 
but one that has merited, fully merited what- 
ever He a(ks j He is the Propitiation for bur Sins, 
has paid our Ranfom, and purchafed oxir Peace 
. — ^In confequence of which. He claims rather 
than alks our renewed, our irrevocable For- 
givenefs — ^This he claims, not from an unre^ 
lenting Judge, but from his FATHER and our 
FATHER — And czn fuch a Plea meet with a 
Repulfe ? C^n fuch an Advocate mifcarry in his 
Suit ? — If the Prophets of old were reckoned 
^he Chariots of Ifrael and the Horfemen thereof -f ; 

be- 

♦ I John ii. I. 
♦ 2 Kings ii. 12. xiii. 14. There is a peculiar Beauty, 
and moft appofiu Significancy, in this provtrbial Saying, as 

ufed 
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becaufe, like their Anceftor Jacobs they had 
Power with GOD, and prevailed in Prayer: 
O ! what a Defence ! what a Security, is the 
divinely excellent, and ever prevailing Inter- 
ceffion of JESTJS CHRIST:! 

" Your Graces, You complain, are fullied, 
" and your Services defeftive/' — Then, my 
dear Friend, renounce them in Point of Con- 
fidence 5 and gladly receive, cordially embrace, 
the all-perfe£l Righteoufnefs of your LORD. 
So fhall your Juftification be complete, and your 
Services, though deficient in themfelves, be 
" accepted in the beloved." — I have fomewhere 
feen, painted upon a flat Surface, an aukward 
and difagreeable Countenance : In which was 
nothing regular, nothing graceful, but every 
Feature difproportionate. Yet, this very Face, 
received on and refiedled from a cylindrical 
Mirror, has put oflf its Deformity ; the Linea- 
ments were welladjufled; Symmetry connect- 
ed every Part, and Beauty fmiled throughout 
the whole. — Like tht former our Virtues ap- 
pear; when compared with the immaculate 

Purity 

ufcd by the antient Ifraelites. Horjis and Chariots were 
deemea, in thofe Ages, the principal Strength of the Bat- 
tle, the mod formidable Apparatus of War. Of thefe the 
Ifraelites were intirely deftitute. Their GOD had eyprefly 
forbidden them to multiply Horfes ; and We never read of 
their bringing any confiderable Number of Cavalry into the 
Field. — But, fo long as they enjoyc * the Prefence of their 
Prophets, they wanted not this Arm of Plejh. They had 
more than an Equivalent for Chariots and Horfem^n, in the 
finifnt^ the effe^ual Prayers of thofe holy Men. 
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Purity of GOD, or the fublime Perfe^ion of 
his Law. But they acquire the Amiablendt 
of the latter, when prcfented to the FATHER 
by our divine MEDIATOR, and recommend^ 
ed by his inconceivably precious Oblation ♦. 

Milton^ taking his Hint from the Revelations 
oiSt.Johny reprefents our great HIGH-PRIEST, 
in this glorious and delightful Attitude. Re- 
prefents Him, offering up the Supplication* 
and penitential Duties of our firft Parents \ 
mixing with them the Incenfe of hisiuwn Me^ 
rits ; and thus interceding before the ThronCi, 

Seey FATHER ! what firft Fruits on Earth 

arefprung 
From thy implanted Grace in Man ! Tie/e Sighs 
And Prayers, which in this golden Cenfer mix^d 
With Incenfe, I thy PRIES'T before Thee 

bring. 

Now therefore bend thine Ear 

^0 Supplication ; hear his Sighs though mute ! 

VnftiiU 

♦ They, the Perfons and Performances of frail Men, JhaU 
€9mt up with Acciptanci en mine Altar, faith the LORD. IfaL 
Ix. 7.— Which is explained by St. Peter's Comment j Te are 
an holy Prisjihood^ t$ offer up fpiritual Sacrifiofs, acseptabU 
wiuGOD hy JESUS CHRIST. I Pet. n.s* AndftUl 
farther afccrtamed bjr St. Pauts Pxa£ticc. Who, when He 
addreffcs the MAJESTY of Heaven with any Petition, ftr 
prefents the Tribute of Praife, prefumes not to do either the 
one or the other, but in the blcffed MEDIATOR'S Name 
Becaufe, fecluded from this grand Recommendation, the^ 
would be ofenjive^ to the awful JEHOVAH, " as Smoke 
^< in his Noftrils ;" accompanied with it| they are acceptaikp 
*♦ as the fwcet fmelling Incenfe." 
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Unfiilfiil with what Words to pray, let ME 
Interpret for Him ; jWE his Advocate 
And Fropitiatim. Ail his Works on MR, 
Oood^ or not good, ingraft : MT Merit thojk 
Shall perfe^r, and for thefe MT Death Jhall 

The Poet's Words are very emphatical. Yet 
Wiords can no mope exprjels the Prevalence of 
ourLOR.p> Negotiation, than the Pifture 
of the Sufl can ^iffiife ite Spfe^dor, or convey 
its HVarintjh. 

T^her. Is/bf fpu-itual Wants are many. J[ 
bave n^a^y Duties to difcharge, and many 
Temptations to wifhftand : many Corruptions 
to iQortify, and many Graces to cultivate, or 
j:^tijer to ^pquire. Yet have i no Stock, and 
i)Q Strengjt^ q^ my own. 

AJp. I rdoic^, ]th^ piy Tiheron is fenfible of 
hi^ 69m fcdigenfe. The good LORD keep 
Us both, int^is R^fpeft^ as little phildrenj 
whole wl^pk Aep^W^cnce is upon their Nurfe> 
Cafe, or their Parent's jaunty 1 Theo may 
we, having fuch a Senfe of our Poverty, an^ 
hayipg a^'great HIQH-PRIEST over the 
Hp,u(e of XJOP^ come bpldly to the Throne 
of C^race.. y^e may apply, through the Righ- 
tcoiirfnefs of iESUfm for all needful 

§uccour, and for every defirable Bleifing.— 

If 
• Pw.Loft> B.Xi. 1. 22, ^. 
VoXmIII. F f 



434 DIALOGUE XVII. 

If Solomon could fay 5 LORD, remember Dinid^ 
and all his I'rouble. If Mofes could fay 3 LORD, 
remember Abraham^ Ifa^c, and Jacob thy Ser- 
'vants. How much more confidently may 
^•^fay; " LORD, remember JESUS, the 
" Son of thy Love ! Remember JESUS, and 
« all his Sufferings 5 JESUS and aU his Me-. 
" rits. Shall they be fent empty away, who 
« have their SAVIOUR'S Obedience to plead ?*' 

No verily. Though they are altogether 

unworthy in themfelves, yet worthy is the 
LAMB that was flain, for whofe Sake their 
Petitions fliould be granted, and their every 
Neceflity fupplied. 

Let me repeat to you a moft beautiful and 
encouraging Portion of Scripture. Which 
you may look upon, under all your Wants, as 
Charte Blanche put into your Hand by GOD 
all-fufficient. Having therefore. Brethren, Bold-* 
nefs to enter into the Holieji by the Blood of 
JESUS ; by a new andKving Way which he has 
confecratedfor Us^ through the Veil, that is to fay ^ 
his Flejh ; And having an HIGH-PRIEST over 
the Houfe of GOD-, let us draw near with a 
true Heart, in full Ajjurance of Faith ^. 

The Apoftle, in this Place, and throughout 
this whole Epiftle, alludes to the Mofaic Or* 
dinances ; in order to fhew, that the Privileges 
of the Chriflian Difpenfation, were typefied by^ 

yet 

♦ //ri.X. 19, 20, 21,22/ 
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yet are greatly fuperior to, thofe of the Jewijh. 
—Among the Jews^ none but the Higb-Prieji^ 
was permitted to fet a Foot within the Holy 
of Holies ; and He, only on the folemn Day 
of Expiation. ' Whereas, all Chriflians are al- 
lowed to enter into the immediate Prefence of 
the moft High GOD ; may have the neareft 
Accefs to HIM who dwells in the Heaven of 
Heavens 5 and this, not once in the Year only, 
but at all Times, and on all Occafions. — The 
High-Prieft never made that awful Approach, 
but with the Blood of a Jlaughtered Animal* 
Wc have Blood of infinitely richer Value, to 
atone for our Failings, and recommend our 
Addrefles) even the Blood of the crucified 
JESUS. — Airon entered through the Veil of 
the Temple 5 a Way, that was foon to become 
antiquated, and for ever to be abolifhed. ff^e 
enter by a far more noble Way -, by the Flefli 
of our bleffed REDEEMER, given as a 
propitiatory Sacrifice for our Sins. Which 
Way is both new and living ; fuch as never 
waxes old, will fubfift to the End of Time, 

and leads to eternal Life. ^Trufting in this 

Sacrifice, and entering by this Way, which 
are confecrated on Purpofe for our Ufe, We 
may not only draw near, but draw near ivitb 
Boldnefsy with an humble filial Confidence; 

and prefent our Supplications with Faitb 

F f 2 with 
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with AJfurance of Faith — ^with fuU Affurancc 
of Faith- 

How ftrong is the Contrail ! How fine tlic 
Gradation ! And how precious the Dodxine f 
What (hall we fear, if we believe this Text ? 
What can we lack, if we improve this PrivU 
lege? 

Ttber. There may come Seafons of IkfertUn^ 
when air Graces are languid, if not dead : 
When the Light of GOD's Countenance is 
fufpended, if not turned into Darkneis : and 
the Man is more like a lifelefs Log, than a 
zealous Chrijiian. Thefe Frames of Mind I 
have heard mentioned, and I begin to know 
fomething of them by Experience, 

Afp. Then Tberon^ when you walk in Dark^ 
nefsy and fee no Light of fenfibk Comfart, tn^ 
in the Name^ the unchangeable Grace, rf tie 
LORD J andjiay t4pon the Righteoufnefe, dw 
confummate Rightequfnefs^ of your GO D^. 
This is not barely my Advice, but the Direo- 
tion of an infallible Guide. This agrees alfo willi 
the Charafter of a real Chriftiany as it is mofl: 
exadlly drawn by an unerrfaig Pen ; If^e rejmcc 
in CHRIST JESUS and have na Qmfidence 
in the Flejh f j no Reliance on any Thing of 

our 

♦ I^'aL 1. 10. 
+ Phil.m. 3. -fA-tf^^i/rjww— Perhaps, there is nowhere 
extaiit a finer, a more complete, or fo lively a PUiurt of 
th^: true Chrijiian. 'Tis in Miniature^ I own : but it com- 
prehends 
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our own, cither fof prefent Joy, or future 
Glory. 

To rely on the Elevation of our Spirits, or 
the Inlargement of our Devotion, is like build- 
ing our Houfe upon the Ice : which may abide 
for a Seafon ; but, upon the firft Alteration of 
Weather, ceafes to be a Foundation, and be- 
comes •* Water that runneth apace." Whereas, 
to derive our Cohfolation from the MEDIA- 
TOR'S Righteoufnefs, and JEHOVAH'S 
Faithfulnefs, is to build our Edifice upon the 
Roci : which " may not be removed, but fl-and- 
*^ eth faft for ever." The former of thefe, 
even amidft all our Changes, is invariably the 
fame. The latter, notwithftanding all our 
Unworthinefs, is inviolably fure. Therefore, 
the Fruit of that Righteoufnefs is Peace, and 
the BJiB of this Faithfulnefs is, if not rap- 
turous Joy, yet ^ietnefs and Ajjurance for 
tver\. 

So that, when it is Winter in my Soul, and 
there (eems to be a Dearth on all my fenfible 
Delights, I would ftill fay with the Pfalmift; 

''Why 
prehends all the maftn Lines and every dijlingutjhing Feature. 
IVe are they^ who worjhip GOD in the Spirit ; with the fpi- 
ritual Homage of a renewed Heart ; with F^ith, Love, Re- 
fignation. And rejoice in CHRIST JESUSy in Him 
look for all our Acceptance with GOD; from Him de- 
xive all the Peace of our Minds ; and on Him place all the 
Hope of our final Felicity. And have no Confidence in the 
FUjk J renouncing ourfelvcs, in every View, as unprofit- 
able Servants ; difclaiming all our own Works and Attain* 
mtaX:^ a$dcfe<aive Services. ♦ IJai, xxxii. 17. 
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** Why art thoufo difquieted, O my Soul? CHRIST 
" is the fame amidft all thy Dcreliftions. He 
^' is a green Fir-Tree ♦, that never lofes its Ver- 
" dure. Under his Shadow Thou mayft always 
" find Repofe. His Merit and Atonement are 
" ftill mighty to fave 5 they conftitute an evcr- 
«* lafting and infinite Righteoufiiefs. The Pro* 
" mifes of GOD, through his Mediation, are 
" yea and amen -f-, are unqueftionably and ima- 
" lienably thine." 

Ther. Tis very probable, I may meet with 
AJliStions^, Death in my Family, or Difeafe 
in my Perfon. Difappointments may fruftrate 
my Defigns. Providence may wear a frown- 
ing Afpeft, as though the LORD had a Con- 
troverfy with his finfiil Creature, and was mak* 
ing Him to poflefs the Iniquities of his Youth. 
And what will be fufiicient.to fupport and to 
chear, in fuch a gloomy Hour X ? 

Afp. The Righteoufnefs of CHRIST. 

Nothing is fo fovereign, to calm our Fears, 
and remove all Apprehenfions of the di- 
vine Wrath. Apprehenfions of the divine 
Wrath, would draw the Curtains of Horror 
around our fick Beds, and throw upon our 

Ian- 

• Hof. xiv. 8. t 2 Cor. i. 20. 

t The Sufficiency of C i/-R 75 STs Righteoufnefs, to an- 
fwer all thefe important and delightful Ends, is excellently 
difplayed in Mr. Rawlin's Sermons, on CHRIST the Righ^ 
teo^f efs of his People. In which the Public have feen the 
grand and amiable EfTentials of the Gofpel, delivered in 
mafculine Language 3 defended by nervous Rcafonings aad 
animated by a lively Devotion. 



r^<: 
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languifliing Eye-lids tlie Shadow of Death *• 
But a believing Improvement of CHRIST'S 
Satisfaftion for our Offences, clears . up the 
mournful Scene, and takes away the Sting of 
Tribulation. 

Attending to this great Propitiation, the 
Sufferer fees his Sins forgiven, and his GOD 
reconciled. From whence he concludes, that 
the fevereft Afflidlions are only fatherly Cor- 
redtions ^ (hall not exceed his Ability to bear 5 
and fhall affuredly obtain a gracious Iffue, He 
can fetch Comfort from that chearing Word, 
/ will be with him in Trouble : And expeft the 
Accomplilhment of that moft confolatory Pro- 
mifc, / will deliver Hiniy and bring him to Ho^ 

nourf. Thefe Supports have enabled the 

Saints, to kifs the Rod, and blefs the Hand, 
which chaftifed them. To poflefs their Souls, 
not in Patience only, but in Thankfulnefs alfo. 
While they have looked inward, and difcerned 
their abfolute Need of thefe bitter but falu- 
tary Medicines : Have looked upward^ and be- 
held the Cup in a moft wife and tender PHY- 
SICIAN'S Hand : Have looked forward, with a 
joyful Hope, to that better World ; where 
GOD will wipe away all Tears from their 

Eyes, 

♦ Alluding to that Defcription of Tribulation and An- 
guifh, which, I believe, no Perfon of Scniibility can read 
without ihuddering ; Afy Face isfoulxvith irecping, and on my 
Eye-lids is the Shadow of Death, Job xvi. 16. 

t PfaL xci. 15. 

Ff4 
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Eyes, and there (hall be no more Sorrdrtr, ttor 

any more Pain. 

T'&fr. The laft Occafion of Need is the try- 
ing Hour of Death J and the tt^mendbiis Day 
of Judgment. Will this Righteoufhcfs calry 
Us, with Safety, through the darkibme Valley; 
and prefent us, with Acceptance, at the dread- 
ful Tribunal ? 

Jfp. It wiU : It Will.— This filenccs all the 
Curfes of the Law, and difarms Death of 
every Terror. To believe in this Rightebuf- 
nefs, is to meet Death at our SAVIOUA's 
Sicle ; or rather, like good old Siinem^ with the 
SAVIOUR in our Arms. — Tlsey overcame^ fays 
the beloved Difciple, they ovfercame the laft 
Enemy, not by natural Fortitude, or philo- 
fophic Refolution, but by the Bkod tf the 
LAMB*; by a believing Application of the 
viaorious REDEEMER'S Merit.-^/*«ew, 
adds the heroic Apoftle, whom I have believed^ % 
I am affured, that my JESUS is infinitely 
faithful, and will not defertnie; that his Ran- 
fom is abfolutely fufficient, and cannot deceive 
me. Therefore, with a holy Bravery, He bids 
Defiance to Death ; or rather, triumphs over 
it, as a vanquiflied Enemy ; Thanks beta €fOD^ 
nvho gheth Us the ViSlory through our LORD 
JESUS CHRJSrX /—Nay, through the won- 
derful 

♦ JUu, xii. ii: t 2 Tim, i, 12; % i Cor. -xv. 5). 
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dcrfiil Efficacy of CHRISTt PrDpiliatiofl, 
jbeatb is ours * j not our Foe, but our Fnend 
and Deliverer. We may number it among our 
Treaifures > and reft fatisfied, That tQ dit^ is 
Odin. 

What *? 'though our Ffelh fee Cdrruptiom 
Though this Body, vile at prefect, be lAade 
viler ftill, by dwelling amidft Woitns, and 
mouldering in the Duft) yet throt^h HIS 
kighteou^efs, who is the Refurrediibn add 
the Life, it (hall fhake off the DiHiOnours df 
the Crave : It fhall rife to a new aftd illuftri- 
ous ^te of Exiftence : It (hall be made like 
llie ghrioUs and immortml Body of t>Ur triuai|A- 
ant LOllD,— If the Body be fo r^fihfed, fo €%- 
alted ; what will be the t)ignity^ M^hat the Per- 
fedion, of the Soul I Or rather, of Soul and 
Body bdth, when they are ha{)()ily and ikkKf- 
folubly united, at theRefurredlionof thejuft! 
—Shall they have any thing to fear, when 
the Judgment is &t, and the Books are o|)ened ? 
'Yis probable there will be no Accufttibn, *tis 
certain there is no OmdetrtHation^ ii ^Dem that are 
in GHRISr JESUS f. Who (hall lay any 
Thing to their Charge? // is O0Z>— not 
Man, or Angel, or any Creaturfe^ but GOD 
— tbatjuftifes them. The GOD whofe Law 
Was broke, the GOD to whom Vet)geAncel». 

longeth, 
* I Or. iii. 22* t ^om* viH. i. 
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longeth, He Himfelf pronounces them inno-^ 
centy becaufc their Iniquities have been laid 
upon CHRIST \ He Himfelf pronounces them 
righteous^ becaufe they are interefted in the 
Obedience of their REDEEMER ; on thefe Ac- 
counts, He Himfelf pronounces them ilej/ed^ 
and gives them an abundant Entrance into the 
Joy of their LORD. 

• But what can exprefs, or who can imagine 
their Happinefs, when they take up tiheir 
Abode, in the Palaces of Heaven ; amidft the 
Choirs of Angels; and under the Light of 
GOD's Countenance! When they pofiefs the 
H(^e of Rigbteoufnefs * ; when they wear the 
Crown of Rigbteoufnefs '\'i and receivethat great, 
that eternal Salvation, which is a: proper Re- 
compence for the Humiliation and Agpnies of 
JESUS CHRIST tbe rigbteous J. 

Come then, my dear Tberon^ let Us hence- 
foith be as Branches, ingrafted into the hea- 
venly Vine ; derive all our Sap, all our Moif- 
ture, all our Confolation, from his Fulnefs. Let 
Vs live upon our alUfufficient REDEEMER, 
as the Ifraelites fubfifted on their Manna from 
Heaven, and their Waters from the Rock; 
and not wifh for other^ as we cannot poffibly 
enjoy better Suftenance. 

Tber. 

• GaL V. 5. + a Tm. iv. 8. t i John U. l% 
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^her. Is this the Meaning of our LORD'S 
Exhof tation, when he fhews the Ncceffity of 
eating bis Flejh^ and drinking his Blood ? 

jiff^. 'Tb the very fame. A repeated and 
inceilant Application of our SAVIOUR'S Me- 
rits, for all the Purpofes of Piety and Salva- 
tion, is the Kernel of this Nut, the Meaning 
of this Metaphor. fi^ben we habitually ad- 
vert to JESUS CHRISTy as dying for our 
Sins, and riiing again for our Juftification ; 
performing all Righteoufiiefs, that we may be 
intitled to an eternal Crown ; and interceding 
in Heaven, that we may be filled with all the 
Fulnefe of GOD : Then we eat his Flefh, and 
drink his Blood. Then we derive a Life of 
folid Comfort, and real Godlinefs, from his 
mediatorial Offices ; juft as we derive the Con-> 
tinuance of our natural Life, from the daily 
Ufe of alimentary Recruits. 

Tier. Your Difcourfe brings to my Remem- 
brance that magnificent and beautiful Pafiage 
in Scripture, where CHRIST' is called The 
Sun of Righteousness. Your Doftrine fets 
the Comparifon in a very advantageous Light; 
gives it the utmoft Force, and the greateft Pro- 
priety. The Righteoufiiefs of CHRISt, ac- 
cording to your Account, is as extenfively ufe- 
ful in the Cbrijiian Life, as the Beams of that 
grand Luminary are in material Nature.—^ 

The 
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What a Gift then is the Hsgbteoufnefs of 
CHRIST! ^Blcffed be GOD, for all the in- 
dulgent Difpenfations of Providence I Blefled 
be GOD, for all the beneficial Produ£Hons of 
Nature! But above all, blefled be GOD, for 
the tranfcendent and unfpeakable Gift— of 
CHRIST anS his Righteousness, 
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